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BELIEVE 31 – The Think, Act, BE Revolution
June 7, 2015
Pastor Chris Livermore
First United Methodist Church, Murrysville, PA

Almost two years ago we began a journey together, a journey through the Scriptures.  First, we read thru the Bible in a chronological manner.  We saw how God’s Upper Story was at work all thru history and how now WE are part of God’s story.  As we do our daily work, play, jobs, school, hobbies, vacations, educations, etc. WE ARE PART OF GOD’s PLAN.  The Story of God at work in the world continues through us.  WHAT WE DO IS IMPORTANT.  HOW WE LIVE IS IMPORTANT.

Then, last fall we started another journey together.  This journey went into our minds, into our belief systems.  This journey has helped us to see that WHAT WE BELIEVE MATTERS.  

Summary of 10 Key Truths, 10 Key Practices & 10 Key Virtues
We examined what we believe about God, Salvation, The Bible, What we strongly believe leads to actions – actions that produces virtues!  For example:  I believe I should get to work on time leads to the action of setting an alarm which produces punctuality.  I believe there is a God who loves me and I believe in eternity God has prepared for those who love him.  As I practice worship, Bible Study, Prayer, in the Community of Faith it produces the virtues HOPE< JOY< PEACE which help me through the times of intense sickness and/or grief.
So in the BELIEVE series we began to see the connections between -
WHAT WE BELIEVE  —  HOW WE ACT  —  WHO WE WILL BE
God	  				+	Worship				+	Love
Personal God			+	Prayer				+	Joy
Salvation				+	Bible Study				+	Peace
The Bible				+	Single-Mindedness		+	Self Control
Identity in Christ			+        Total Surrender			+	Hope
Church				+        Biblical Community		+	Patience
Humanity				+        Spiritual Gifts			+ Kindness/Goodness
Compassion			+        Offering My Time		+	Faithfulness
Stewardship			+        Giving My Resources		+	Gentleness
Eternity				+        Sharing My Faith			+	Humility

[bookmark: _GoBack]Notice = the combination of TRUTH, ACTION & VIRTUE - fulfills the commands of Christ:  1) LOVE God with all that you are;  			2) LOVE your neighbor as yourself;
				3) LOVE your enemies too!
THE THREE REVOLUTIONS

1.  THE REVOLUTION OF MY MIND – It starts here.

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  Romans 12:2

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 2:5
If we want to progressively become more and more like Jesus, we must progressively embrace the mind-set of Jesus.  That is where it must begin.  If we want to become like Jesus, we must first THINK like Jesus…adopting his state of mind.  As we belong, grow, and serve, we start to think as Jesus thought.

Carla and I planted a garden again this summer.  In addition to our fenced area, we put in some tomato plants, squash, watermelon.  Our discussion before we put them in was about the quality of the soil, how much light the plants would get in various locations.  We spread horse manure not because we like it, but because of what it will bring later on in the summer as the plants grow and mature.  The resulting broccoli, lettuce, kale (I still don’t know why she eats that stuff), peppers, and the rest will come from the preparations before, the care during, and the nutrients which feed the plants.  The fruit will flow from the roots!!!!!!  You don’t see the roots, but they are what feeds the plant.  In fact, some of the tomatoes we planted we buried an extra 6-8 inches of the plant so they could grow MORE roots.  

Our external virtue must flow from our internal well of belief.  If we people observe joy in our lives, it is because there is an INTERNAL belief which nourishes the fruit of joy that is evident on the outside.  If we lack joy, the inner nutrients are missing….our beliefs do not support joy.

Another example:  Someone who is not sure of their IDENTITY IN CHRIST very well might lack the virtue of humility.  When we become Christians through faith in Christ, we become children of God….Listen to these verses from your outline.
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  1 John 3:1   Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—John 1:12

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.  Romans 8:14

We are significant because of who God says we are as his kids.  People who lack humility often brag about their achievements and associations in order to gain significance in the eyes of those they are bragging to…it signals a lack of confidence in our standing as Children of God!  If believers want to grow in this virtue of humility, then we will need to focus or refocus on the belief of our identity in Christ.  If we draw our identity from who we are in Christ, then when our job downsizes and we are one of those left go, while we struggle and don’t like it – we are not crushed.  If our identity is in Christ, then if our children, grandchildren make some poor choices we are able to recognize that those choices weren’t ours….

Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.   Romans 8:5-8
Turn your outline over and write this in….
INSIDE PRODUCES OUTSIDE.  Fruit starts within the vine, unseen, before it emerges.  If it isn’t stirring within us, the fruit of the spirit won’t mature and ripen on the branches of our lives.  Others will not have the opportunity to “taste” and “see” that the Lord is good.  Others will NOT be attracted to the God who lives within us.

Belief begins in the head and travels to the heart to make a difference.  Our mind takes the initial information, processes it, tries to understand it, and then develops a belief or point of view.  The mind sends it to our heart (the place where our will resides) for consideration.  If our heart rejects it, we may say publicly that we believe, but deep down, we don’t.  If our heart embraces it, it will begin to form WHO WE ARE ….AUTOMATICALLY.  When we truly embrace something INSIDE – in CANNOT NOT COME OUT.  It becomes a way of life.

If we want to experience the fruit of the Spirit in our daily lives, we must believe in the deepest part of who we are what the Spirit believes.  While what we truly believe starts in our minds, it isn’t actually part of our lives until it makes the 12 inch journey to our hearts.

So…How to we get our beliefs from our heads to our hearts?  We PRACTICE.

2. THE REVOLUTION OF MY ACTIONS
We practice our faith.  As we look at the life of Jesus, we see that Jesus practiced some spiritual disciplines in his relationship with the Father and with other people.  It is the practices of our faith that drive our beliefs - that reveal our true beliefs.  Worship, prayer, Bible Study, Biblical Community, Giving my time, my resources, sharing my faith…prioritizing our lives according to God’s agenda, total surrender = these move our beliefs from our heads to our hearts.  And when they truly take up residence in our hearts, the life of Christ will come out in service through our hands, our feet, our mouths.

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:20

For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous.  Romans 2:13

We can cope with the challenges of life, even the most difficult situations, WHY?  Because we embrace the belief of eternity, which grows the virtue of hope within us.  How does that happen in us?  It is a process.  We Believe – We Practice – THEN…We Become…

3.  THE REVOLUTION OF BECOMING

Example:  We move the belief of eternity from our head to our heart by ACTING LIKE JESUS.  We read and meditate and memorize God’s word – what God teaches us about heaven, about the return of Christ, about the new kingdom God is bringing.  We soak in the songs about our future in Christ, we pray thanking God for God’s promises to us.  The more we study, the more we pray, the more we drive it into our hearts, the more the hope within us grows until it spills over.  Little by little, the belief will anchor in our hearts.

Then, before you know it, someone will say “You look happier.”  “things don’t seem to bother you like they used to….you seem to have more hope, you are more encouraging.”  The fruit of what is growing within you is now showing on the outside.  There is becoming a radical life change from your soul to the surface.  People around you, your family, neighbors, fellow students, coworkers, etc, will begin to notice the difference and will be attracted to you and to your Savior who lives IN you.

OUR GOAL = BECOME LIKE JESUS.  To become like Jesus, we must ACT like Jesus, from the heart.  To ACT like Jesus, we must THINK like Jesus. You CANNOT separate them from each other.

CHRISTIANITY IS NOT SOMETHING WE DO, IT IS A LIFE WE LIVE.

OUR FAITH IS NOT AN EXTERNAL CODE OF CONDUCT, IT IS WHO WE ARE!!!!

Change must be internal.  If we start with the practices, then Christianity becomes a set of external practices about how we should live.  The goal becomes ACTING properly.  So many people live this way.  They are worried about what they LOOK like, what do OTHER PEOPLE think, do it for APPEARANCES SAKE.  That is the life the Pharisees lived – and Jesus condemned.  When we substitute external rules and regulations for internal transformation it builds guilt, bitterness, and doesn’t work.  When we try to act without internal change we are doomed for defeat, because we are living contrary to what we truly believe.  You cannot consistently live differently than you ARE!

Our growth in Christ comes out of our relationship with God and with each other.
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  Acts 2:42-47

They were sold out to Jesus and sold out to each other.  Out of this context of belonging to Jesus and belonging to each other, they began to serve.  Their deep beliefs began to be lived out and it attracted more and more people to Jesus and to their fellowship.  As the early church committed itself to becoming more and more like Jesus, new believers were attracted to them.  

Then, as they learned the Scriptures, as THEY began to think like Jesus, Act like Jesus, they began to become like Jesus.   …to the breaking of bread….COMMUNION.

END OF PART ONE
=========================================================
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TWO ESSENTIALS:

Peter was one of the first to experience this type of revolution in his life.  Remember, when Jesus needed Peter the most, Peter disowned him three times.  Throughout his time walking with Jesus, Peter was always saying the wrong thing at the wrong time.  He constantly misunderstood what Jesus was about.  He was plagued by fear and insecurity.

It was only after the Spirit of God came upon him on the Day of Pentecost, that Peter powerfully proclaimed Jesus to a hostile world.  Peter was transformed from a rough, impulsive fisherman with an ear-slicing temper, to a faithful, steady, lover of people who spent the rest of his life standing for Jesus.  And, eventually, he laid down his life for Jesus.  

How did Peter do it?  How can we do it?

1.  THE PRESENCE OF GOD

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.   2 Peter 1:3-4

The presence of God who 
· resided in Abraham and called him to be the father of nations, 
· used circumstances that were terrible to move Joseph into position to save the Hebrews from famine
· who loved in the heart of Moses and called him to lead them out of Egypt
· who was the strength of the boy David who became king
· 

This presence lives in the heart of every believer.  This presence is available for you today.  Peter tells us how this happens…..

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.   2 Peter 1:5-8


The end objective of our lives, of this entire process of The Story, and Believe, is VIRTUE.  Our goal is to BE LIKE JESUS.  Jesus modeled this for us perfectly while he was on earth, and we seek to pattern our lives after him.  The presence of God implanted in our lives when we receive Christ empowers and reveals this change FROM THE INSIDE OUT.

It is the life of Christ in us that draws others to faith in God.  Qualities such as goodness, gentleness, and faithfulness are essential to us as we show the love of God to those around us.  You see, OUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH IS FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS – and FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.

Ask yourself a question – “Am I happier when I hang out with impatient, arrogant, selfish, pessimistic people or with those who are filled with love, joy, peace?”  Which person reflects the image of Christ?  As we become more and more like Jesus, the place of belonging becomes contagious for those outside who long to belong.

Sadly, when we don’t reflect the image of Christ, we are not attractive to the world.  In his book, “The Noticer”  Andy Andrews main character says this after going to a church, “I think more people would want to go to heaven, if they weren’t afraid it’d be like the church when they got there!”  OUCH.

As we grow, we morph step-by-step into the likeness of Christ.  This is the confirmation of our conversion and the evidence that God is at work within us.  The progress we make in this life MATTERS:
· To God
· To us
· To those who are being influenced by our lives
· To those who have gone before us
· To the legacy we will leave.
Certainly, God wants us to become more like Jesus for our own sake, but he also wants it for those around you, your spouse, your children, your classmates, your neighbors.   God’s vision for his church is not just that we would belong to a group of people who gather to support a good cause, but that we would treat each other like Jesus would treat us, so that we would help each other become more and more like Jesus…transformed from the inside out.

The presence of God, residing in each of us, goes to work.  As we yield our will, our heart, to God’s will, God’s heart – God takes control.  And when an entire community of believers is unified around God’s purposes and God’s heart, the community and the world is impacted and changed.

Christianity is only one generation from extinction…let alone transforming the world.  When we become like Jesus in our virtues, for the sake of community – creates horizontal impact…and it brings glory to God which creates spiritual intimacy in the vertical dimension.  That is the goal of our pursuit of life in the Spirit.


2.  THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT


We do not have the power within us to accomplish the changes, the revolutions necessary.  The good news is that we do not have to do it alone.  In fact, God never intended for us to do it alone.  When we recognize that the presence of God resides within us, then we have the privilege of tapping into the same power that raised Jesus from the dead.  The resurrection power of God is YOURS.

Without it – we don’t have a prayer.  But with the presence of God in our hearts, and the wind of the Holy Spirit at our backs, and with the commitment of our heads, our hearts, and our hands, we can consistently grow to become more like Jesus.

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life[d] because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of[e] his Spirit who lives in you.
12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.[f] And by him we cry, “Abba,[g] Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.     Romans 8:9-17

Without Christ, we are condemned and have no choice but to reside in the flesh.  Our minds are bent toward selfishness.  Without the Spirit of God within us, we have no chance to become the people God calls us to become.
Our minds can choose the Spirit.  Our hearts can reflect the Spirit.  Our actions can display the Spirit.

As our individual lives become more and more like Christ, our community collectively reflects the virtue of Christ, and our community becomes the place to which we have always longed to belong – and the world will want to join.




















