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This morning we are looking at the last two virtues or characteristics of the Christian faith: Gentleness and Humility. In a Gallup survey of the 30 topics in our Believe series, Gentleness came in dead last. Instead of being calm and gentle, are we more likely to rant, rave and raise our voices? When is the last time you saw a gentle person being portrayed as the hero in an action movie? 

Americans aren’t known for being either gentle or humble. Mac Davis sang it and a lot of us think it is true. “Oh Lord it’s hard to be humble when you’re perfect in every way.” Even if we don’t think we’re perfect, many of have a Mary Poppins complex and think that we’re “Practically perfect in every way.” Maybe that’s why we have trouble admitting that we are wrong or that we made a mistake. So we end up with power struggles at home, at work, and in the community. 

There were major power struggles going on in Israel before Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. The nation of Israel had been conquered by the Romans. Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor came to Jerusalem for the Passover celebration to make sure there wasn’t a riot or a rebellion. The Jewish authorities didn’t like Pilate and tried to get him removed from office. They also didn’t like Jesus and saw Him as a threat to the power they had so they issued an arrest warrant for Jesus. Members of the Jewish supreme court justified their actions by saying, “If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation.” (John 11:48) 

But that didn’t stop Jesus from coming to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. God inspired the Prophet Zechariah to write about what would happen. Zechariah wrote, “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” (Zechariah 9:9) Kings and warriors ride on stallions. Jesus rode a donkey. 

Before Jesus ate the Last Supper with His disciples, he grabbed the wash cloth and water bowl to wash the disciples’ feet. That was the job of the servant, not the master of ceremonies. But Jesus came to serve. Jesus defines greatness with service. Jesus tells us to follow His example by loving and serving others, by putting other ahead of ourselves. 

Jesus entered Jerusalem in humility to enter into the greatest power struggle of all. Jesus told his disciples that he would suffer and die before they went to Jerusalem. Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to defeat sin and death. The Jewish authorities would falsely accuse Him. The Roman governor would wrongly sentence Him. Satan would try to trip Him up along the way. But Jesus put us first. He died on the cross to pay the price for the sins of all people. He loves us despite our sin.

Jesus remained calm and gentle from the time of his arrest on. He calmly asked the crowd that came to arrest Him to let the disciples go free. He didn’t resist arrest. He didn’t yell or scream when the false charges were brought against him. He didn’t call on the angelic armies to free him. The prophet Isaiah wrote, “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.”  (Isaiah 53:11)

Jesus set the example for us to follow. The Apostle Paul tells us, “In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5) That means that we are thoughtful of each other. We don’t just look out for our own needs and for what we think it best for ourselves, we put others first. It’s not always easy being considerate, but it sure can make things better. 

Jesus tells us to treat others the way we want to be treated. That means a few things. 
· First we have to consider our own short comings. We all make mistakes. We can’t expect the other person to be perfect when we are not. 
· So that means that we have to let people make mistakes too. After all, they have short comings just like us.
· If you are talking with someone and can tell that they having a rough day or that they just got some bad news, take that into consideration when you talk with them. Cut them some slack, lend them a helping hand or give them a little time and space. 
· When you see the other person falling apart in front of you, don’t tear them down. Build them up.

That’s easy enough for me to say, but how do we do that? The best way is to see everyone through God’s eyes. Realize that God loves the other person. God created that person and gave them the gift of life. Remember that because God loves that person, Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to die the cross to pay for their sins as wells as your sins and mine. Reach out to that person with the help of the Holy Spirit who not only transforms our lives, but empowers us to love, help and care for others. 

This brings us to the end of the Believe Series on Sunday mornings. But hopefully this is only one more step for each of us in the life of faith, in thinking, acting and being more and more like Christ. That can only happen as we stay connected to the Lord, as we walk with the Lord every day. Inspired by God Words, Empowered by the Holy Spirit and Encouraged and supported by our fellow Christians, we can grow together, serve together and become more like Jesus. We can bring the love, joy and peace of Jesus Christ to the world that so desperately needs to know that God loves them and that He wants everyone to be part of His family forever. Amen.
