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We are in the final stages of our Believe series, focusing in these last two weeks on becoming more Jesus. This week we are looking at two characteristics of the Christians’ life, Kindness and Faithfulness. Next week we will look at Gentleness and Humility, the virtues Jesus displayed on Palm Sunday.

So what does it mean to become more like Jesus? Are we ‘kind of good people’ or ‘good and kind people’? The Bible tells us that “God is love” and that “Love is kind.” We can certainly see that in the life of Jesus.
· He was kind to the young newly married couple when they ran out of wine at their reception. 
· He was kind to the adulterous woman who was brought before him to be stoned to death.
· He was kind to the 5,000 people in the middle of nowhere with nothing to eat.
· He was kind to the ten lepers who asked Jesus to heal them.
· If you read the Gospels you will find many more examples of Jesus’ acts of kindness

One of Jesus’ best known stories is about kindness. It is the account of the Good Samaritan, the man who stopped to help a man robbed, beaten and left for dead on the side of the road. The victim was a total stranger to the Samaritan. And yet he went out of his way to help. It was not a random act of kindness. It was an intentional act of kindness of a man who was good and kind. He was not like the religious leaders who did not stop to help, men who were only kind of good.

God shows His kindness to us in Jesus Christ. God showed His kindness to us in Jesus Christ. Jesus rescues us from sin and death, doing what we cannot do for ourselves. He gives us the gift of forgiveness and life. Because God is kind to us, we can be kind to other. Paul also wrote, “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32) 

That means that we should be kind to everyone. No one we meet should be excluded. Being kind means we work for the good of others instead of seeking revenge. Instead of repaying evil with evil, we should respond with goodness and kindness. Jesus tells us to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44) Instead of tearing others down, we should build them up. Instead of taking the easy way out, we should go the extra mile, do the unexpected, do the hard things out of love. 

Kindness in action doesn’t come easy in a lookout for yourself world. God doesn’t just tells us to be kind to one another, He gives us His Holy Spirit to helps us see the opportunities around us to be kind and the desire to help those around us. 

That brings us to the second virtue of the day, faithfulness. Another word for faithfulness is trustworthy. A study came out recently that shows a growing sense of distrust not only in America, but across the world. The distrust goes across the board. (http://www.slideshare.net/EdelmanInsights/2015-edelman-trust-barometer-global-results) 

Take a look at the results of this trust survey in the U.S. from 2014. It shows that Americans have a growing lack of trust in Non-Government Organizations, in Businesses and the Media. Even though it shows a slight increase in our trust of the government, it is also clear that a majority of Americans don’t trust the government. 

People are looking for someone they can count on, someone they can trust. Can people count on us to do the right things, to be faithful to our words and keep our promises? Or do people have their doubts about us? When we keep our word and our faithful to our promises, we stand out to the people around us. As Christians we should be known as faithful, trustworthy people.

God is faithful to His promises even if people are not faithful to Him.
· When Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery, God raised Joseph to a position of power to save the children of Israel.
· When the Israelites complained in the wilderness after leaving Egypt, God protected them and gave them food and water. 
· When the Israelites were afraid to enter the Promised Land, God parted the waters of the Jordan River and knocked down the walls of Jericho.
· When the Israelites were taken captive in Babylon, he brought them back to the Promised Land.

Jesus is faithful to His promises, too.
· When his home town people tried to push him off a cliff, Jesus didn’t quit. 
· When his family said he was “out of his mind,” Jesus kept loving them.
· When he was accused of lying about God, Jesus remained faithful to the Father.
· When he was condemned to death on the cross, Jesus he prayed that the Father would forgive them.

Because God is faithful to us, He expects us to be faithful to Him and to one another. God’s Faithful people try to do what they say they will do. God’s Faithful people try to keep their promises. God’s faithful people are faithful emotionally, physically and spiritually. They are faithful in all aspects of their lives. That needs to be especially true in our marriages and families. When we are faithful to our words and promises, when we are faithful to family and friends, we earn people’s trust. That is important when so many people find it hard to trust anyone or anything. 

But being faithful also means being honest. Sometimes we don’t keep our promises, whatever the reason may be. When that happens we need to do two things. First we need to ask God to forgive us. We are given this promise in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  To confess is to admit that we were wrong or that we did the wrong thing. When we confess our sins to God, He is faithful to forgive us. God is faithful to His promises. 

The next step we need to take when we failed to be faithful, when we failed to keep a promise, is to go to the person. Admit that you didn’t keep your word. Apologize to them and ask to be forgiven. Don’t just say the words, mean them. If it is not too late, ask for the chance to keep your promise now. Confession and repentance help us to become more faithful to God and to others. 

Being kind to one another, being faithful to God and to one another are Christian virtues that need to be put into practice. When we do what we say we are living as people of integrity, people who can be counted on. That’s the kind of people God wants us to be. It is a matter of choice. Think about the choices you make every day as you watch this short video.  
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