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When we catch a glimpse of faithfulness it stands out from the norm. One such example went viral in 2013. The video was entitled “What is Love?” and it told the story of Bill and Glad Forward. It has been viewed almost 2 million times.

The video tells the story of Bill and Glad and how they met more than 50 years ago. They met through Glad’s brother who was a friend of Bill’s. Like many couples they faced each other and made promises to be faithful to each other and take care of each other no matter what came to them in life.

Bill and Glad shared a love of bikes. When their children were born they added seats to carry the kids with them. Both were very giving people. They spent much of their lives helping lepers and orphans in India and Romania. 

But then, around 2004 or 2005, Bill noticed something going wrong with Glad. She was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Bill talks in the video about how he has to do everything for his wife. Sunup to sundown. He brushes her teeth. He dresses her. He feeds her. 

He says, “I don’t count it a burden whatsoever. I count it a privilege to care for this one I have loved all these years.”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  From http://www.sunshinecoastdaily.com.au/news/video-couples-love-through-alzheimers-touches-hear/1763684/ where you can also see the video of Bill speaking about Glad.] 


Don’t attempt to watch the video without some tissues nearby. Tales of faithfulness will do that for you. We’ve seen unfaithfulness. Friends who said they’d always be there for us leave over something ridiculous. Couples who vow to love each other drift once the honeymoon is over. Workers look out only for themselves and hurt the company in doing so. And so when we see faithfulness we long to be a faithful person.

Maybe that’s why faithfulness is one of the virtues found in those who follow Christ. In Paul’s list of the fruit of the Spirit in a believer’s life he lists “faithfulness.” The word is the Greek word pistis, or “faith.” But when used in this way it has the meaning of “fidelity” or “the character of one who can be relied on.” In his commentary on Galatians, William Barclay said, “This word (pistis) is common in secular Greek for trustworthiness. It is the characteristic of the man who is reliable (p.51).” 

Why is this a characteristic of those who walk by the Spirit? Because faithfulness is a characteristic of God. The Psalmist declared, “Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies” (Psalm 36:5 NIV). The Hebrew word is emunah and literally means “firmness,” figuratively means “security” and morally means “fidelity.”

The people of Israel knew God to be faithful in his dealings with them.

· When Abraham decided to help God on his promise of blessing the world through one of his heirs by having a child with Hagar, God gave him the child Isaac when he was at the century mark.
· When some brothers were unfaithful to their youngest sibling and sold him into slavery God used that event to place Joseph in high rank in Egypt to save the Hebrew people.
· When God’s people murmured and complained in the Wilderness he was faithful in leading them to the Promised Land.
· When only two spies thought God was powerful enough to help them take the Promised Land he took care of them in the wilderness while their faith grew.
· When Samson revealed his secrets to Delilah God renewed his strength and helped him defeat the Philistines.
· When his people forgot his word he waited for them to turn back to him.
· When the children of Israel were taken into captivity he kept loving them and brought them back home to their Promised Land.

God was always faithful to Israel. And from time to time they remembered his faithfulness to them and his promises to them in their stories and their psalms.

But they were not always faithful to him. The history of Israel was a never-ending cycle of them being unfaithful to God and then, after discipline, becoming faithful for a time, only to start the cycle again. 

Their relationship with God was often portrayed as a marriage. Jeremiah delivered this sharp rebuke to Israel: “‘But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, so you, Israel, have been unfaithful to me,’ declares the LORD” (Jeremiah 3:20). 

The prophet Hosea’s story depicts how God called him to take a wife who was an adulteress. How do you think that would go over today if your preacher married someone like that and said, “Well, God told me to. It’s a living example of his relationship to you people who have been unfaithful to God!”? 

And yet Hosea is tasked with loving her just as “the LORD loves the children of Israel” (Hosea 3:1). God is faithful. He cannot be unfaithful. What he promises he will do. When he gives his word it can be trusted. Those he loves can count on his love.

It’s no surprise that when he faithfully fulfilled his greatest promise and a son was born to Mary and Joseph, Jesus too was faithful.

· When Herod wanted to end the salvation story when Jesus was two years old God kept him safe in Egypt.
· When his home town people tried to push him over a cliff, Jesus didn’t quit.
· When his family said he was “out of his mind” he kept loving them.
· When accusations were made against him that he was blaspheming God he was faithful in his love to his Father.
· When his friends misunderstood his teachings he loved them until they understood.
· When Peter called him the Christ and then denied him by a fire Jesus stayed faithful to the course.
· When he was spit upon and slapped and scourged he was faithful to his calling.
· And when soldiers’ hands drove spikes into his he remained faithful to his Father’s promise of sending a Messiah, a deliverer. A Savior.

Faithfulness is not a one-time event. It is a lifetime of steady reliability. Jesus taught that we are to be faithful to God and people throughout our lives.

In his parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-30) Jesus tells about a man who is going to leave the country. He brings in three of his servants and gives a certain amount of his goods to each one. To the first he gives five talents. To the second he gives two talents. And to the third he gives one.

A “talent” in this story meant money. It represented the largest unit of accounting in Greek currency and equaled 10,000 denarii.[footnoteRef:2] In this parable a denarii represents a day’s wage. Here’s an example for perspective. If a person earned $30,000 a year and worked 260 days a year they would make $115 a day, or a denarii. 10,000 times that would be $1,150,000, or a talent. If that person worked for forty years their lifetime earnings would be $1,200,00—just $50,000 more than a talent.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Frederick Dale Bruner, Matthew: A Commentary, vol. 2, The Churchbook: Matthew 13-28 (Dallas: Word, 1990), 902.]  [3:  Max Lucado, Cure for the Common Life (Nashville: W Publishing Group, 2005), 54.] 


A talent, then, is a lifetime of earnings. And that’s the point of the parable. God has given each of us a large investment. And what does he expect in return? Faithfulness. The first two servants doubled what was given to them. The last did nothing.

God’s response? To the five talent and two talent servants he said, “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matthew 25:21 ESV). Jesus is teaching us that God is looking for us to be faithful to him and to what he has given us. 

Jesus also teaches us to be faithful to others. In the Sermon on the Mount he says, “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil” (Matthew 5:37 ESV). People of his day had elaborate oaths as a way to manipulate people into believing you would do what you said you would do. Jesus says people who live in the kingdom of God won’t do that. They will be people who give their word with a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ and can be relied on to fulfill their word.

But sometimes we don’t keep our word. Have you had moments where you were unfaithful? You made a promise to God that you didn’t keep? What do you do then?

The biblical answer is confession and repentance. John, who was the closest disciple to Jesus, wrote: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 ESV). 

“Confession” comes from the Greek word homologeo. It’s a compound word of “same” (homo) and “word or speech” (logeo). When we confess we “say the same thing.” We come to God and say, “You’re right. What I did was not right. I did not keep my word when I said I would follow your word and obey you.”

You don’t have to find a confessional to confess. You only need to be aware of the times you need to confess. And, you don’t have to be wary of doing so. Did you hear the last part of that verse? “…he is faithful …to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

God is faithful. He is faithful to forgive the one who confesses. You can trust that he is reliable to do so. Confession, repentance, and getting back on God’s path is the way we learn to be faithful people.

And what about when we break our word to people? It seems a bit riskier, doesn’t it? Especially when our track record with people is that they may be unfaithful to us.

Nevertheless, when you give your word but then fail to live up to your word, you need to confess to them too. In a transformational process I am involved in we talk about integrity. We could call it “faithfulness.” Part of that discussion is defining integrity as “doing what you say you will do, when you say you will do it, and in the manner you say you will do it.”

When we don’t live up to our word we have integrity gaps, or faithfulness gaps. In those moments we are learning to go to the person to whom we failed to honor our word. But we can still honor our word by following these confessional steps:

· Acknowledge to the person that you did not keep your word.
· Get present to the impact of your not keeping your word. How did that impact them? Once you feel the “sting” of your action’s impact on them you are ready for the next step.
· Offer a heartfelt apology.
· Then re-promise. 

Confession and repentance lead us to becoming more faithful. And as God’s Spirit continues his work in us we will day by day, year by year, become faithful people.

Faithful to God. And faithful to others. 

Who knows? A video might be made of one of us someday that will be out of the ordinary.  
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