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(REVIEW: using the 3 boards listing 10 KEY Truths, Practices & Virtues - connect)             
THE BIG RETURN ON FAITHFULNESS
    It was a stormy night in Birmingham, England, and Hudson Taylor was to speak at a meeting at the Severn Street schoolroom. His hostess assured him that nobody would attend on such a stormy night, but Taylor insisted on going. "I must go even if there is no one but the doorkeeper." Less than a dozen people showed up, but the meeting was marked with unusual spiritual power. 
    Half of those present either became missionaries or gave their children as missionaries; and the rest were faithful supporters of the China Inland Mission for years to come. 

CALLED TO BE FAITHFUL
    Mark Hatfield tells of touring Calcutta with Mother Teresa & visiting the so-called "House of Dying," where sick children are cared for in their last days, & the dispensary, where the poor line up by the hundreds to receive medical attention. 
    Watching Mother Teresa minister to these people, feeding and nursing those left by others to die, Hatfield was overwhelmed by the sheer magnitude of the suffering she and her co-workers face daily. 
  "How can you bear the load without being crushed by it?" he asked. Mother Teresa replied, "My dear Senator, I am not called to be successful, I am called to be faithful.”

Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, 
write them on the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name 
in the sight of God and man.  PROVERBS 3:3 – 4

    Most people would connect the virtue of faithfulness to the context of a marriage covenant, whether in the positive sense of being faithful or in the negative sense of being unfaithful. When two people express a commitment to each other that will span a lifetime, marriage can certainly be one of the best cultural pictures of this virtue. Sadly, though, for far too many couples, marriage can become the worst picture. Some spouses decide faithfulness has a limit and is no longer worth the effort. Then there are people like Robertson McQuilken, who embrace and embody the biblical definition of faithfulness.
McQuilken resigned as president of Columbia Bible College in 1990, realizing he needed to focus his attention on caring for his wife, Muriel, who suffered from early onset Alzheimer’s disease. Here is an excerpt from a letter he wrote to the college constituency:
Recently it has become apparent that Muriel is contented most of the time she is with me and almost none of the time I am away from her. It is not just “discontent.” She is filled with fear — even terror — that she has lost me and always goes in search of me when I leave home. So it is clear to me that she needs me now, full-time. The decision was made, in a way, forty-two years ago when I promised to care for Muriel “in sickness and in health . . . till death do us part.” So, as I told the students and faculty, as a man of my word, integrity has something to do with it. But so does fairness. She has cared for me fully and sacrificially all these years; if I cared for her for the next forty years I would not be out of her debt.
Duty, however, can be grim and stoic. But there is more: I love Muriel. She is a delight to me — her childlike dependence and confidence in me, her warm love, occasional flashes of that wit I used to relish so, her happy spirit and tough resilience in the face of her continual distressing frustration. I don’t have to care for her. I get to! It is a high honor to care for so wonderful a person.1
Robertson McQuilken is a modern-day inspiration and an example of faithfulness that is motivated by a deep love and commitment to both Christ and his wife. This real life story is faithfulness illustrated, much like the Old Testament story of Gomer and Hosea, but let’s look at faithfulness defined:

WHAT IS FAITHFULNESS?
	• The word translated “faithfulness” is the same word translated “faith”. The word 		   can mean one of two things. Let’s look at the first
1. A conviction about something. 
	• This deals with believing something. It is a conviction based on the sufficiency of 	    the evidence.
	• This conviction leads us to some sort of action.
	• Hebrews 11:1 (NASB) 1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 		   conviction of things not seen. 
	• This assurance is based on the belief in the resurrection, it is not based on 		   something we make up in our minds. 
	• Faith is the act of trusting God. As the Son trusted His father with the cross . . .
	• If we believe something enough, it leads us to action.
	• The whole 11th chapter of Hebrews talks about how the faith of the saints of old 	   caused them to act.
	• Hebrews 11:7 (NASB) 7By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet 	   seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he 	   condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is 			   according to faith. 
	• Noah knew, or he trusted that God would do what He said He would do, so Noah 	   built the ark based solely on belief.
	• We can find many other examples just in Hebrews 11.
• Let’s look at a second definition of faithfulness, and this is the one that is spoken of in Galatians 5:22
2. Fidelity or trustworthiness. 
	• Faithfulness is staying true to someone or something, being trustworthy, being 		   someone who can be counted on.
	• While the Greek word is most often translated as “faith,” the act of trusting or 		   believing God, in this context most versions translate it as “faithfulness,” the virtue 	   of being trustworthy and dependable. The reason for understanding the word this 	   way is the company in which it is found in this passage. The other eight virtues are 	   ethical qualities, and it is more likely that “faith/faithfulness” should be an ethical 	   quality as well. The person who is becoming a partaker of the divine nature will be 	   faithful and loyal,
	• As this fruit grows within us, we become more trustworthy, we become more 	   	   focused on serving God and God alone. We will not be double-minded.
	• We will have a steady faith, one that’s not shaken by every bad thing that happens.
	• When we are unstable in our ways, God is not happy with us.
	• James 1:6 - 8 (NASB) 6But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one 	   who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 7For that 	   	   man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8being a 	  	   double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
	• A faithful person is one whom can be trusted and depended on. Trustworthiness is 	   the characteristic of the man who is reliable.
KEY QUESTION: Why is it important to be loyal and committed to others?
The ultimate example of faithfulness in the Old Testament is seen in God’s relationship with the nation of Israel. No matter what the people did, how quickly they turned on him, or how long they disobeyed him, God remained vigilant and available. The psalmist declares this truth:
The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Ps. 98:2 - 3
In the New Testament, Jesus showed a striking faithfulness both to the Father and to us, accomplishing the redemption of mankind on the cross. He stayed true to who he was and to his calling to bring us back to God.
As we’ve stated for all the virtues, the true path of biblical faithfulness is not an isolated event or events, but a way of life. We need not simply do faithful things; we must be faithful people. Then the result will be faith-filled actions flowing from a faithful heart.
KEY IDEA: I have established a good name with God and others based on my loyalty to those relationships.
   Luke’s gospel contains this description of Jesus during his growth into manhood: “Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.”  Luke 2:52
This is a crucial & pivotal sentence in Scripture, because it is the bridge between Jesus’ boyhood & the beginning of fulfilling his divine calling as a young man. The Bible establishes Jesus’ birth & presence on the earth through fact & historical reference, and then cuts to the chase, jumping straight to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and path to the cross. This is one of those key verses where so much is communicated in very few words.
• Jesus grew in wisdom. His knowledge & character were developing beyond his years.
• Jesus grew in stature. He grew up as a normal, healthy boy into a full-grown adult.
• Jesus grew in favor with God. He remained faithful to God throughout boyhood, adolescence, and early manhood.
• Jesus grew in favor with man. His faithfulness to God and increasing wisdom resulted in right relationships and a good name as a man of honor and integrity.
Our key idea and this verse encourage us on every possible level to understand that faithfulness and commitment to God will result in the best possible life we can live — never exempt from character and qualities of our Father.
In the parable of the bags of gold, Jesus describes the reward for those who have been faithful with God’s resources on earth: “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ ”  (Matt. 25:21) Putting God’s blessings to the best use as a way of expressing our love and commitment to him brings continued blessing — the consequence of faithfulness.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
The virtue of faithfulness will translate in two ways in our lives.
• We will be faithful to God. No matter who follows or falls away, we remain in God. We do not wait for others to step out in faith; we lead. We don’t shrink back when God’s commands are not politically correct to obey; we simply do it. When God looks at us, he sees committed followers. Our best motivation for this choice is our love for him and the knowledge that he always does what is best for us. Our own faithfulness is motivated & led by his deep commitment to our lives and eternity. Our commitment to faithfulness leads us to love God more and more. 
    Christians are not called to be successful as the world defines success. We are called to be faithful to God in what he calls us to do. We faithfully act in faith toward God and leave the results to him. If I die with five billion dollars in the bank but do not know and have not been faithful to God, then I have failed. If I end up broke but know God and have been faithful to his call on my life in the strength his Spirit provides, I have been truly successful. A genuine Christian embraces this axiom and escapes many of the temptations that can lead us astray. 
	• Revelation 2:10 (NASB) 10‘Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the 	  devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, & you 	  	  will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, & I will give you the 		  crown of life. 
	• If we really trust God, we will be faithful to Him. There is a lot on the line. 
	• God has never wanted us to accept the gift of salvation & then just fade away & 	  then show up in the judgment line after we die and expect entrance into heaven.
· God desires faithfulness.
· Ex.  Phil Panos, Milo, Brian, Judy & Eddie, Pops - all volunteers, being faithful.

· We will be faithful to others. The second way this virtue is seen is in our horizontal relationships. The people around us come to know we are loyal, trustworthy, and consistent. We can be counted on. We will be available. We will listen intently. We will answer the call for help. We model God’s faithfulness by our lives freely given to others. Our commitment to faithfulness leads us to love our neighbors & our enemies more and more.
  ILLUSTR: A brief story about Norm Geisler: ”Who is Norm Geisler?" some have suggested, "Well, imagine a cross between Thomas Aquinas and Billy Graham and you're not too far off."  Norm has authored/coauthored over 80 books and hundreds of articles. He has taught theology, philosophy, and apologetics on the college or graduate level for over 50 years.  He has served as a professor at some of the finest Seminaries in the United States, including Trinity Evangelical Seminary, Dallas Seminary, and Southern Evangelical Seminary.  He now lends his talents to Veritas Evangelical Seminary in Murrieta, California, as the Distinguished Professor of Apologetics.
    Norman Geisler, as a child, went to a VBS because he was invited by some neighbor children. He went back to the same church for Sunday School classes for 400 Sundays. Each week he was faithfully picked up by a bus driver. Week after week he attended church, but never made a commitment to Christ. Finally, during his senior year in High School, after being picked up for church over 400 times, he did commit his life to Christ. What if that bus driver had given up on Geisler at 395? What if the bus driver had said, "This kid is going nowhere spiritually, why waste any more time on him?”

The online Urban Dictionary is a publication for new slang and buzzwords added to our vocabulary on a regular basis. One word on its site is sticktoittiveness, defined as “the ability to persevere and endure to the point of overcoming a particularly difficult obstacle.”5 Faithfulness is the ongoing act of sticktoittiveness in both relationships and circumstances.
It is important to understand that being faithful to God is never about meeting a requirement to keep our relationship with him, but rather it’s about responding to God out of love and devotion for what Christ has done for us. We choose to remain in him, not out of obligation, but out of desire.
Faithfulness must be a priority, no matter who is watching us. When we are alone or in a crowd, we’re faithful; in good times or bad, we’re faithful; when confident or in doubt, we’re faithful. If we truly want to influence people for Christ, then being faithful has to be more than a desirable quality; it must become a lifestyle. 
Two QUOTES:
   Bill Bright said, “God has placed in our trust a measure of time, a unique set of talents, and sufficient resources to carry out His will for each of our lives. Our task as faithful stewards is to manage those blessings in order to bring the maximum glory to His name.”
    Warren Wiersbe said, “The Church is always one generation short of extinction, If our generation fails to guard the truth and entrust it to our children, then that will be the end! When you think of the saints and martyrs who suffered & died so that we might have God’s truth, it makes you want to take your place in God’s army & be faithful unto death.

GO BACK AND TELL THEM AGAIN
    In a book entitled "Jungle Harvest," written by a missionary named Ruby Scott, she describes some of her experiences in reaching a people group known as the Tila Indians who lived in a remote village in the jungles of south Mexico, just north of the Guatemalan border. As Ruby and her colleague learned the Tila language, they translated the message of the Bible in order to give the people the Scriptures in their own tongue; and they arranged to have the Gospel recorded and duplicated on records that could be played on little record players that worked by turning a crank. The Tilas were astonished at this.
    One of the men who heard the message was a witch doctor named Domingo. He was in his mid-fifties and illiterate. When he learned about Christ, he turned from his old way of life and was wonderfully converted. He instantly became burdened for his old friends, the other witch doctors in his former village. One day he decided to take the message to them. He borrowed one of the portable record players and the records and off he went. 
    His former friends were happy to see him, and they talked, laughed, and reminisced about the good old days. When Domingo opened up the record player, they watched him with great curiosity and begin listening. After playing some of the Scriptures, Domingo told them that God had turned his heart around. He shared his own testimony with them and preached the Gospel to them as well as he could.
    They were angry & skeptical, & they replied, "How can you, who have experienced the power & authority of a witch doctor, turn your back on the very gods who have chosen you?" They argued with him & threatened him. Domingo remained calm & kept preaching Jesus to them. Finally, his friends grabbed their machetes and ordered him to leave. 
    Domingo hastily closed the phonograph and slipped the records into his carrying bag. Swinging the machine onto his back, he turned sadly and started down the trail. But he was so burdened and so upset that he felt he had to make just one more try. Turning back, he began to say another word for Christ. 
    In great anger, one of the men raised machete and aimed it at Domingo’s phonograph. Instinctively, Domingo’s hand touched the machine to steady it, and the machete sliced off three fingers. Domingo hurried away, and when he was out of sight he stopped and tore a sleeve from his shirt to bandage his bleeding hand. Then he trudged wearily home.
    Two days later, as Ruby Scott was dressing the stumps of his fingers, she coaxed him to tell her exactly what had happened. He told the story, then after a long pause, he looked at her and said these words: "Those poor men! God’s message just didn’t grab their hearts. I’ll go back and tell them again."
    In her book, Ruby Scott wrote that she stayed awake a long time that night, staring into the dark and thinking of Domingo’s crippled hand and of his quiet words: "I’ll go back and tell them again." Then she wrote, "I turned over, struggled to my knees in the cramped confines under my mosquito net, and rededicated my life to the Lord. I asked him to make me as faithful a missionary as this humble, illiterate former witch doctor." 

