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Back in the late 70s and early 80s I was dating Carla.  She lived 50 miles away from my parents home and I spent many hours on the road… One time I was driving home from Albion, where she lived, to my home in Pleasantville.  Somewhere near Centerville, my car stopped running.  I was able to get it over to the side of the road and did all I could to get it going again.  No luck.

A guy stopped and helped me, ran to get some parts, helped me put them on the car when he got back.  I only had a few bucks and when the car was running again I tried to pay him something.  He said, “You pay me when you help the next guy…”

[bookmark: _GoBack]2000 Movie – Pay It Forward….The story of a 7th grade student Trevor, who has an alcoholic mother and a deadbeat dad.  His grandmother lives in her station wagon and his best friend is a repeated victim of a bully.  One day his Social Studies teacher gives them the assignment of doing something to change the world.  Trevor’s classmates roll their eyes, but he is inspired.  Trevor’s idea is to do something good, something really big for three people who “really need it” with the understanding that each will do the same for three more.

Although the movie has a tragic ending, Trevor’s idea has wonderful impacts on his teacher, his mother, his grandmother, his classmates, and many others.  His idea of goodness and kindness truly impacted his world.  The movie ends with crowds of people and lines of cars paying tribute to him

The apostle Paul places kindness near the top of his list of love’s attributes: “Love is…kind (1 Cor. 13:4). And if love is kind, we can rest assured that God, who is love, is also kind. His kindness can best be seen in Jesus who was on a mission to change this world. We see his kindness in the way he was kind to others.

So the beauty of kindness and goodness combined together in one is its very different than just sort of an external beauty.  You know, the beauty of the Grand Canyon is aesthetically beautiful.  What we’re talking about today is an inner moral, an inner goodness, that’s growing up in the heart of the person who believes, and as a result of this they’re driven by these two acts.  One is to try to be kind as much as they possibly can.  That’s their default position.   Kindness is kind of who we are, and goodness is how we act toward others, and, you know, you gotta have both.  You know, you can’t act good toward others unless you are kind and you have kindness in your heart.  And, kindness in your heart is not enough if it doesn’t spill out and positively affect the lives of others.  

So what does it mean to become more like Jesus? Are we ‘kind of good people’ or ‘good and kind people’? The Bible tells us that “God is love” and that “Love is kind.” We can certainly see that in the life of Jesus.  One of Jesus’ best known stories is about kindness. It is the account of the Good Samaritan, the man who stopped to help a man robbed, beaten and left for dead on the side of the road. The victim was a total stranger to the Samaritan. And yet he went out of his way to help. It was not a random act of kindness. It was an intentional act of kindness of a man who was good and kind. He was not like the religious leaders who did not stop to help, men who were only kind of good.

Because God is kind to us, we can be kind to other. Paul also wrote, “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32)   There was the young couple at their wedding feast who ran out of wine. Running out of wine on what should be the happiest day of your life was a huge social miscue in the first century. Jesus solved their problem. He did something for them they could not do for themselves. They tasted more than the best wine that day. They tasted the kindness of Christ.

There was the woman caught in the act of adultery who was brought before Jesus. The religious leaders had grabbed her. She grabbed a sheet to cover up. All eyes were on her when Jesus did something surprising…and kind. He knelt down and wrote something on the ground. All eyes left her and looked towards the sand. That’s where they should have been anyway. They should have been ashamed of themselves. In the midst of their unkindness she met the kindness of Christ.

And then there was the demon-possessed man. He roamed around without clothes, without a home and living in the tombs. His situation was grave. He shouted at Jesus. But Jesus returned his shouts with kindness. He commanded the evil spirits to come out of him. He was even kind to the spirits. They requested to be sent into the nearby pigs. Jesus was kind enough to oblige. And because he was we now have deviled ham…

God . . . raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:6-9
What you don’t hear in the English you can’t miss in the Greek. The word for kind is chrestos. The word for Christ is christos. You can’t hear this admonition in the original language without connecting kindness with Christ.  And according to Paul you cannot be the recipient of the kindness of Christ without paying it forward to others: be kind to one another. God has been immeasurably kind to you and me. We owe him everything. 

Now, some people do try to pay him back:
· They do their best to be right about everything.
· They try to work hard...one service project after another.
· They try to fill the schedule with more and more church activities.

And in the midst of our trying we forget kindness. We can do a lot of things in an unkind way. That’s not what Jesus wants. Instead of paying him back Jesus asks us to pay his kindness forward.  Mark Twain once said, “Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” Frederick Buechner topped that. He simply said this about kindness: “If you want to be holy be kind.”

Jesus was aware that we might take his kindness and share it only with those that are kind to us. Kind people being kind to each other is…well…its kind. But it won’t change the world unless we extend it further than that. 

Paul put it this way in Titus 3: “For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another” (Titus 3:3). Some days we just aren’t very kind.
But Jesus is. He goes on to remind us: “But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy…” (Titus 3:4-5). God knows us better than anyone and yet he did not withhold his kindness towards us. If you are part of the “us” then God has been kind to you. So be kind to yourself.

A man was walking up to the large glass doors of a corporate building at the same time a female executive approached. He opened the door wide and stepped back, smiling as he motioned for her to walk in ahead of him. She stopped, glared at him, and blurted out, “You’re only opening the door for me because I’m a woman, aren’t you?” The man smiled and calmly replied, “No, ma’am. I’m opening the door for you because I am a gentleman.”
The man was letting her know his actions were determined not by her gender but by his nature. Such is the biblical brand of kindness and goodness. It acts as it is, no matter the circumstance. Not random acts, but redeemed pro-activity…intentionality
KEY QUESTION: What does it mean to do the right thing in my relationships?
For our purposes here, let’s define goodness in terms of our consistently reflecting the character of God in our motives and actions. As goodness gains ground in the maturity of a believer, those around this person will notice fruit that draws them to God, the One who is truly good. This fruit will exude from the person’s spirit, causing others to say, “There’s just something different about this person. She’s changed in dramatic ways.”
KEY IDEA: I choose to be kind and good in my relationships with others.

In the famous list of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22 – 23, Paul uses two Greek words. Chrestos (translated as “kindness) and agathos (translated as “goodness”) refer to outward acts toward others that are first generated from an inner moral sense of what is right and best. We do what we do for others because inwardly in our hearts we have decided this is the right thing to do for the benefit of that person.
Imagine walking into someone’s home and seeing a bowl of enticing fruit on the dining room table. You grab a piece, bite into it, and promptly break a tooth! What happened? Artificial fruit manufactured in a factory looks amazingly real by scale, color, and detail — but it is, by nature, fake food. Fake fruit has only one purpose: to be on display — great to look at, but of no real personal value.
There are times when an ulterior motive makes an act of kindness artificial. We can do something to look nice, to look good, and even to give the appearance of being harmless, but we may do it with the wrong motive. We give someone a public compliment, but we’re doing it just so we can get something we want. We buy someone a gift, but our real goal is to get the person to do something for us — usually something far more valuable than the item we gave. Honest appearances can disguise highly dishonest motives. Some fruit is fake. Some acts only appear to be kind, but they are not good.

Any artificial fruit will never taste good to the soul. If we bite into it, we will regret it. Real fruit, however, can look great and taste great for nourishment and sustenance. 
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?   
Out of a pure heart to do the right thing for others:
1. We seek to build others up.   This should be self-explanatory to us.
 2.  We do not pay back wrong for wrong.
Just because someone has done us wrong, we don’t see it as a license to return the wrong. Many people feel justified in being nasty to people who have first been nasty to them. Not so with God. Jesus tells us to “turn to them the other cheek.” (Matt.5:39) In Jesus’ day, when someone slapped someone on the cheek, it was not meant to hurt them physically but to insult them publicly. When this happens to a growing Christian, Jesus urges them to take this insult into the heart to consider their response. The darkness that used to reside in the heart is no longer there. Little by little it has been cut out. The heart sends a message to the mouth to say, “I don’t have an insult to return to you, so I guess it is your turn again.”

KEY VERSE:  “Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.”  1 Thessalonians 5:15

In this chapter’s key verse, Paul tells us to “make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong.” (I Thess. 5:15) The Greek word for “wrong” is kaka. Isn’t that an appropriate word for it? We know “kaka happens” in a fallen world, but we refuse to return it to others. Rather, we seek to return good for evil, knowing it will drive that person either to madness or to repentance:
Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;  if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Rom. 12:19 -21
Who are you thinking about right now and saying to yourself, “No Way!”    A friend who betrayed you, a parent who disappointed you, a spouse who abandoned you, a pastor who let you down; WHO . . . NO WAY . . . “YES, WAY!” If you want a real growth step of maturity - YES!  You might think you are being a door mat, but God can use it for a “stepping stone.”
Out of a pure heart to do the right thing for others, 3.  We do the hard thing out of love.
    Since God is love, it only makes sense that the visible expression of God through Jesus would express this same dynamic. Jesus is all about love within a relationship with Him and seeks a relationship with anyone who wants it. Whoever receives this message of God's love possesses the most revolutionary reality a person could ever experience - peace, acceptance, no guilt, the abiding presence of God, and the greatest empowerment ever imagined-even against evil! (Betrayal, Crime, & Terrorism)
    The first two foundational steps are to LOVE God and LOVE your neighbor. The Third step is the challenging one and requires large doses of Kindness & Goodness:
    The THIRD step is to LOVE YOUR ENEMY -"Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. Treat others the same way you want them to treat you." (Luke 6:27 - 31)
    According to Jesus, there are some very specific actions required in order to love your enemies. I see four of them and they are powerful with the power to transform your world-even to the point of transforming your enemies!
First: Jesus says, "Do good to those who hate you." This is classic Jesus. It's counterintuitive, radical, and revolutionary! What might this mean to you with respect to relatives who’ve offended you, inmates, parolees, even terrorist enemies?
Second: Jesus says, "Bless those who curse you." It's so much easier & natural to want to curse back at your enemy who is cursing at you. To bless a person means to speak well of him, to be a good-finder, to wish a good and wholesome destiny upon him or her and their family, and to want only good to happen to him.  OUCH!!!

Third: Jesus says, "Pray for those who mistreat you." Now Jesus goes from preaching to meddling. Blessing your enemy is tough enough, but now Jesus urges you as His follower to actually pray for your enemy. I have found that when I pray with a person and pray for him, my attitude changes toward that person and the person's heart is also changed. It's an amazing and powerful weapon in our battle against evil, however we normally enter into prayer as a last resort.
Fourth: Jesus says, "Treat others the same way you want them to treat you." This is the golden rule. It is not only a nice way to live; it is a transformative way to conduct your life. It can even be contagious!
    Here is the context of this powerful statement: "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect (merciful)." (Matt. 5:43-48)
    This revolutionary Kingdom principle doesn't need further explanation or proof that it works. We can all bring up impossible situations where there is no way this will work. Your mind has probably been flooded with all sorts of "exceptions" to what Jesus is saying. But here's the problem. All of our exceptions are theoretical, not realities until you actually practice the principle. You see, Jesus and His principles need no further defense. Jesus and His principles require action. Don't just tell people about Jesus; be Jesus to those you love and especially to those who don't love you. Love your enemies. Try it out and watch Jesus begin to work in them and, more powerfully, within you.

    So, Jesus' way to eliminate your enemies is to love them. Is Jesus nuts, or is He up to something special and supernatural? This command of Jesus doesn't need proof; it needs practice by those who dare to be radical enough to do so.

   A.W. Tozer in The Pursuit of God said, “Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each one must individually bow. So one hundred worshipers, meeting together, each one looking to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they could possibly be…” This is the Fruit of the Spirit on display in the fellowship of believers called the CHURCH!

Kindness & Goodness may be:
	a deed done;
	a word spoken;
	an action acknowledged;

	a wrong confronted;
	An attitude changed;
	a critical thought not shared:

	an offense forgiven;
	a gift given;
	an apology accepted;
	 a failure forgotten -
where does it start with me - TODAY!






