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For the past few weeks we have been looking at the virtues or characteristics of the Christian’s life. We’ve looked at love, joy, peace, self-control and hope. And now we come to patience. My guess is most of us are better at impatience than patience. Impatience is big business. We have microwaves and fast food restaurants for food. We want the fastest internet connection possible. We download music and stream movies instead of buying CDs or renting DVDs. 

I have to admit that I can be very impatient, especially on the phone. It annoys me when I call a business and get a recorded message. It is especially annoying when the message goes something like this. “Thank you for call. Please listen carefully as our options have change. For English press 1. For Spanish press 2. For Swahili press 3. For sales press 1. For service press 2. For all other options press 3. For faster service visit our website at www.goodluck.com. To speak to a real person, press 0. Please enjoy this music while I try to connect you.” Then the next sound you hear is this, “If you would like to place a call, please hang up and dial again.” 

Patience is a virtue. It is listed as one of the fruits of the Spirit in the life of the Christian in Galatians chapter 5. But it is more common for us to think about someone trying our patience, our patience wearing thin or running out of patience. The problem with being impatient is that we want take matters into our own hands and want to be in control instead of trusting God and waiting on him. When that happens we usually make things worse instead of better.

That was the problem for King Saul. He had led his army out to fight the Philistines. Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, told Saul to wait seven days for him to come and offer a sacrifice. When Samuel did not show up when Saul expected, he took matters in his own hands and offered the sacrifice. Saul didn’t wait. Listen to what Samuel said to Saul when he arrived. “You have done a foolish thing. You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you.” (1 Samuel 13:10-14) Saul didn’t repent and ask for forgiveness. Saul’s life was on a downhill slide from that moment on. 

We are impatient, but God is patient. God’s timing is not our timing. The New Testament tells us, “But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:8-9) A young boy was having trouble understanding this so he asked God, “How long is a million years to you?” God said, “A million years is like a minute.” Then the boy asked, “How much is a million dollars to you?” God said, “A million dollars is like a penny.” The boy thought for a moment and asked, “God, will you give me penny?” God answered, “In a minute.” 

God is patient with us. He wants everyone to repent and to turn to Him. The Psalmist tells us, “But you, O Lord, are a God of compassion and mercy, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness.” (Psalm 86:15) So many people live with the idea that when they do something wrong, that God will get them for it. They think of God as the highway patrolman waiting at a speed trap to catch them speeding and give them a ticket. It is true that God is a God of justice. The price for sin has to be paid in full. But because God loves us, Jesus paid the price for our sins on the cross. He paid the fine for us so that we could be set free to live in Him.

Because God is patient with us, He wants us to be patient with others.  But we don’t want to do that. We want to place limits on patience and forgiveness. One day Peter asked Jesus how many times he should forgive someone. Jesus answered by telling him a story about a man who owed millions of dollars he could never repay. Before the man and his family could be sold as slaves he pleaded, “Please, be patient with me, and I will pay it all.” The debt was forgiven and the man was set free. 

After that the man found someone who only owned him a couple thousand dollars. When the second man asked for patience, the first man refused and had the second man thrown in debtor’s prison. The news got back to the man who forgave the first man’s debt. He was not happy and had the man thrown into jail until the last penny could be repaid. Jesus ended the story by saying, “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.” (Matthew 18:21-35 NLT) The Apostle Paul tells us, “Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love.” (Ephesians 4:2 NLT) We should extend to others the same patience we receive from God. 

When it comes to learning patience and putting it into practice in our lives, maybe we should go back to what we were taught or teach our kids about crossing a road: Stop. Look. Listen.
· Stop. When we realize that we are beginning to lose our patience we should stop. Don’t say anything or do anything before you take a deep breath, count to ten, say a silent prayer. Give yourself time to cool down and God time to direct you.
· Look. Take a good look at what is going on. You might see that the other person has things under control, just moving a little slow. Or you may see that the other person is waiting for an obstacle to be moved out of the way before they can act. Or you may see that something or someone important for the task is missing. Or you may see God’s hand at work in the midst of the situation. Patience allows us to see what God is doing.
· Listen. Listening is a lost are. When we listen we can discover what is going on in the life of the other person. When we listen we can learn how we can help them instead of making their lives more difficult. When we listen, God can guide and direct us.


Patience is a Christian virtue, the product of the Holy Spirit working in our lives. The first fruit of the Spirit is love. 1 Corinthians 13 tells us that love is patient. So patience is an act of love.  We can learn to be patient when we put our trust in God because God always keeps His promise. We can practice patience in our lives when we learn not to sweat the little things and realize that everything is a little thing. And finally we can learn to be patient when we offer the patience today that we want to receive ourselves tomorrow. 

Patience is a virtue that we need to learn and put into practice. A year ago this past January I was seriously starting to think about retiring from Peace at the end of this year and going into intentional interim ministry. Although we had experience some growth in 2013, Peace had been perfectly flat for the five years leading up that. I felt like I had lost my effectiveness as the Pastor of this church. I didn’t see what God was doing, working behind the scene. 

But that all changed last year! Think about some of the things God was working on, things that have happened since January 1, 2014. None of these things were on our radar screens then.
· The Believe series. 
· The Building Addition. 
· The Oaks Adult Day Care coming to Peace. 
· The Dexter Coop Preschool moving to Peace. 
· The HART support program for First Responders

They are all either part of our ministry or in the process right now. I guess that means my retirement has been pushed back a while. Intentional Interim Ministry will have to wait unless God has a different idea. So please be patient with me and I will try to be patient with you. God isn’t finished with us yet. Amen.
