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We use the word “Hope” regularly in all kinds of different context. 
· Before he was elected, President Obama ran on the promise of “Hope.” The 2016 Republican presidential “Hopefuls” recently attended and spoke before CPAC. 
· The NCAA basketball tournament teams will be announced one week from today. You may be hoping that your team gets into the tournament.
· A student who doesn’t put as much time into class as necessary may be hoping for a good grade on a test.
· You may be hoping for a promotion, a bonus or to just hold onto your job. 
· New parents may hope that their baby sleeps through the night.
· We’re all hoping spring will come soon, snow will melt and temperatures will rise.

We hope for a lot of things that we have no real control over. So there seems to be a degree of uncertainty when it comes to hope. Will we get what we want? Will our hopes and dreams be realized? This kind of hope is often nothing more than wishful thinking.

But God gives us a different kind of hope. The book of Hebrews in the New Testament was written to Jewish Christians to encourage them in their faith. It was probably written before the destruction of the Jerusalem temple in 70 A.D., but during a time of persecution of the Christians under either the Roman Emperors Claudius or Nero. It is in that context that book of Hebrews tells us, “Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see.” (Hebrews 11:1 NLT) Hebrews also tells us, “This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls.” (Hebrews 6:19 NLT) 

The Christian hope is not wishful thinking. Christian hope is anchored in the actions of God in the past, the promise of God’s presence now and the confidence that God will keep His promises in the future. God always keeps His promises. God has the power to help us. The prophet Isaiah wrote, “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)

There is a lot of false hope in our world today. How many times have you heard someone say, “Everything works for the good.”? Do you believe that? I don’t. This is a false hope. Terrible things happen every day. The genocide of Christians and Jews by radical Islamic terrorist is horrible. The destruction of unborn babies as a form of birth control doesn’t do that unborn child any good. Everything that happens isn’t good or result in good. We live in a messed up, fallen world where terrible things happen. I don’t believe that everything that happens to everyone will turn out to be good. 

But I do believe in the promise God gives us in Romans 8:28. “We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  God can take even the worst things in life and work them out for the good of His people. During the Lenten Season we remember Jesus suffering and death. Jesus died a horrible death on the cross. Jesus was innocent. He didn’t deserve to die. But Jesus died to pay the price for our sins, to give us forgiveness. Jesus rose from the dead on Easter morning to defeat death, to give us eternal life. God took something terrible and turned it into something wonderful.

God can use the bad things that happen in our lives to strengthen our faith. Paul wrote, “We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us.” (Romans 5:3-5 NLT) Think about your faith like a muscle. The more we use it the stronger it gets. But if don’t use it, it will grow weak, like our muscles in a cast. God can use the tough things that happen in life to make our faith stronger. 

Hope is not just hanging in there. Hope is being held by God and holding onto His promises. Abraham and Sarah are a great example of that. Good promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation, that all people would be blessed through the family line that would begin with him and Sarah. But they were old. Really old and she could not have a child. But holding onto hope in God’s promise, God gave Abraham and Sarah a son, Isaac. God kept his promise. 

I told you a few weeks ago that I attended the seminary is what has been described as “the darkest days” in the history of the school. The description is probably true, but it wasn’t all my fault. While I was in the seminary, the President and most of the faculty were accused of false doctrine. There were a whole series of events that lead to a majority of the students and the faculty “walking out,” shutting down the school. I had planned to go into ministry for most of my life. I had four years of college and a year and half of seminary training when the walk out occurred. Not only was my whole future in question, but I also had questions about my faith. Why was this happening? How could God allow this to happen? 

That was over 40 years ago. It was one of the toughest times in my life. But God worked thing out for my good. He taught me to trust in Him even when the world around me was falling apart. He showed me that I needed to be faithful to Him and His Word. And He gave me the opportunity to move into full time ministry and to be a voice for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Hope that God gives us makes a difference in our lives. 
· With God’s hope, we know that even though evil may have its day, God will have the final say. 
· With God’s hope we look at the world and life different. Things come and go. You may not have the same stuff today you had five years ago. You probably won’t have the same things you have today five years from now. Hope leads us to seek first the kingdom of God, the one thing that lasts forever.
· God’s hope leads us to think and act differently. Hopeless people can pull you down. But when we put our hope in the Lord, we have an anchor in the storms of life. We can be optimistic in the promises of God. The Gospel of Jesus Christ tells us this: The best has come. The best is with us now. The best is yet to come. Jesus came to save us from our sin. He is with us right now. And He is coming again so that we can be with him forever.

One final thought. The Psalmist gives us this advice when it comes to where we put our hope.
I will praise the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.
When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans come to nothing.
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God. 
	(Psalm 146:2-5)
