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[bookmark: _GoBack]We use the word “hope” regularly.
 “I hope to get a promotion.”  =  “I hope to buy a house someday.” = pass the test
“I hope to retire and live by the 18th hole.” = “I hope this movie is worth the ticket.”  =  “I hope I get a bigger bonus, a smaller waistline, a restful night.”

We “hope” for a lot of things. And when we do we use it with a tinge of uncertainty. We aren’t usually sure whether our hopes will ever be realized.  What is it you are hoping for?

Had you been one of the twenty-one men on a beach in Libya recently you may have hoped for something more substantial. In a propaganda video released on Sunday, February 15 ISIS jihadists in black suits led 21 Egyptian Christian men along a Libyan beach. They were handcuffed and wearing orange jumpsuits. On cue they were pushed to the ground and then beheaded.

Pope Francis said the Copts were “executed for nothing more than the fact that they were Christians.”[footnoteRef:1]  WHAT WE BELIEVE MATTERS!!!!!!  Not what we say we believe, what we REALLY BELIEVE in the deepest part of who we are. [1:  Ibid.] 

KEY QUESTION: How do I deal with the hardships and struggles of life?
“A little over a month before he died, the famous atheist Jean-Paul Sartre (SAHR truh) declared that he so strongly resisted feelings of despair that he would say to himself, “I know I shall die in hope.” Then in profound sadness, he would add, “But hope needs a foundation.” [Our Daily Bread, April 17, 1995]

To endure what many endure in life hope must be something more certain than wishful thinking. The writer of Hebrews knew this and defined it in this sentence: “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).

Randy Frazee shares the story of the year his Mom died.  He shared about how it was one of the very first experiences he had with the relationship between belief, practices and virtues.  He discovered that he lacked biblical hope, and it all boiled down to there was a belief that he either didn’t know  it properly, or he didn’t actually believe it.  He stated that as it turned out, he didn’t actually believe it.  He didn’t believe in his heart or in his way of life, the belief of eternity. (we looked at this last fall)  
It was here that he saw the relationship between his beliefs, his actions, and the virtues they can develop in our lives.  He met with a theologian and Author, J I Packer and asked him to define, biblically, the concept of the virtue of hope, instantly he said “I can cope with hope,” 
You see, everybody has to have hope to live.  Everybody does.  If a person is hopeless today, they are in great despair.  But, most of us create false senses of hope and many are on the verge of disappointing us fairly soon.  
The Hebrew writer knows his audience needs something more than wishful thinking. They had already experienced suffering under Claudius. Soon Nero would unleash his fury upon the Christians.  That kind of opposition and persecution could make someone think twice about becoming a believer in Christ. That kind of daily pressure might cause a person to drift away from the faith. And so he writes at the beginning of his treatise “…we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it” (Hebrews 2:1).

He knows the possibility of losing sight of their destination is real. What had they heard? That Jesus was God’s way of speaking to them. Through him all things were created, he is the “exact imprint of God’s nature,” he made purification for sins, and is now seated at the right hand of the Majesty on high. What they had heard was that Christ reigns now and forever. They needed to “pay much closer attention” to that.

The phrase “pay much closer attention” can mean “to bring a ship to land.” I’m not very nautical, but I have brought a boat back into dock a couple of times. When you do you’d better not be looking off at the sunset or at the bird flying overhead. You work on your speed and your approach so that you can bring the boat to gently touch the place you are docking. In the first century it may have been to just bring the boat to land. 

That’s what he means. Don’t just glance at this teaching. It needs to be something you pay that much attention to. Why? “…less we drift away from it.” That phrase means “to glide by.” Again, the captain of a ship that is not paying attention may just glide by the place he is to dock. It happens slowly. Maybe imperceptibly. But it happens. He knows the possibility is there, especially in times of stress and persecution.
KEY VERSE:  We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf.
HEBREWS 6:19 – 20
The teaching about Christ is the place to anchor the ship. We anchor more than our mind there. We anchor our souls.  The anchor became a key Christian symbol during the period of Roman persecution.  If you were a first century Christian and you were hiding in the catacombs talking with others about how some of your best friends had been thrown to the lions or burned at the stake or maybe crucified and set on fire as Nero did at one of his garden parties, you would need something to encourage you. The cross did not. You knew it and its reality. What you needed was an anchor. An anchor reminds you of Jesus and a sure hope.

The same help & hope offered to original readers is yours as well. All of us, at some time or another, will find ourselves needing a stabilizing anchor for our souls.   Another translation of Hebrews 11 :1 is “Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”   If faith begins the journey, then hope ends the journey. Hope is absolutely knowing where the road of faith will end; it is being confident of where the story concludes. Hope gives us the ability to endure the hardships and difficulties along the road of faith. We walk on in the hope of where the road leads.
KEY IDEA: I can cope with the hardships of life because of the hope I have in Jesus Christ.
Last Sunday I attended the Blessing of the Bikes up the street.  I walked around before the time of prayer and blessing.  I read some of the T shirts and coats, and vests… Pagans – Sons of Anarchy – and you can imagine where it went from there.  Yet, when it came time for the blessing, the riders of 10,000 bikes were silent.   They were looking for HOPE.  

To better understand biblical hope, we must determine what hope is not. If we live in the hope of our current circumstances — that they will either improve, or at least stay the same — this is a bad idea. We do not have such a guarantee. We can’t sustain this type of hope.
Solomon wisely observed that we all get old — that hair and teeth fall out, things stop working — and eventually we and the people we love all die. Putting our hope in this life leads to colossal disappointments. Solomon called life with no reference to God “meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” Eccl. 1:14  (not in outline)

We can too easily place our hope in things that will not sustain….Health, wealth, government.
I was reading a book in which the author, Bill Hybels, was saying he used to think that if we could elect some really great government officials who would pass new legislation, that then they could help some of the people in our society who really need help.  Then he realized that although writing legislation is a noble and worthy task and public service is an honorable vocation; that politicians, no matter how sincere, can only do so much.  
During the decade of the 90s he went to Washington DC every month to meet with some of the highest elected officials of our nation and he came to a realization.  He realized how limited their power was.  All they could do is rearrange the yard markers on the playing field of life.  They couldn’t change a human heart, they couldn’t heal a wounded soul.  They couldn’t turn hatred into love.  They couldn’t bring about repentance, forgiveness, reconciliation, and peace.  They couldn’t get at the real core of the problems we face.

I will praise the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.  Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.  When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans come to nothing.  Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God.   Ps. 146:2-5

But Christ offers something more and true and viable — the hope of eternal life. In his letter to the Romans, Paul writes, “In this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.” Romans 8:24-25
As Christians, we must place our hope on the promise of what God has told us will come and the promise that Jesus is on the other side of this life. And the grand bonus is that we will be reunited with all those who have gone before us to heaven:
Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed — in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” I Cor. 15:51 - 54
A new kingdom — eternal life in the very presence of God. This gives us the ability to endure the bumps & bruises along the road of life.  Because the tomb was and IS empty, we can place our hope in the one who overcame even death.  

OUR Anchor of HOPE is “sure.” The word implies that it is outwardly safe. There is nothing that can topple the believer’s hope. Paul had this same idea in mind when he penned the words found in Romans 8:38-39. “For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, (39) nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Not in Outline) It is as if the Apostle Paul picked out every imaginable external opponent and declared that none of them could succeed to separate us from the intensity and security of Christ’s love. We are safe with the anchor of hope.

We also find the anchor of the soul is “steadfast,” this points to the inward stability of this anchor of hope, that it is firm within itself. In other words, there is no weakness in hope as the anchor of the soul. We do not have to concern ourselves with hope going bankrupt or encountering a scandal of some sort. It is thoroughly established and firm.

The third description of hope as the soul’s anchor demonstrates the place where the anchor rests. IT IS SECURE.  An anchor grabs onto the floor of the ocean and holds the vessel securely. But the shifting sands of this world offer nothing to secure us for eternity. So our anchor does not go down to the ocean below, but upward into the glories of heaven. For our anchor of hope is “one which enters the veil.” The scene is that of the high priest who could only enter the Holy of Holies once a year and that with the sacrifice for the sins of Israel. He trembled as he entered knowing that he was in the presence of the Lord and that he dare not fail to carry out his duties. But once the duty was done, he immediate turned and walked out through the veil. But that is not the case with our anchor of hope! It is firmly anchored in heaven, on one end, and firmly attached to the believer’s soul on the other. An anchor does not do any good if it is solidly hooked onto the ocean floor but not tied to the boat! Our “anchor of the soul” is fixed securely in our lives through the work of Christ. And the pull of the other end is “within the veil” eternal secure in the presence of the Lord. 
    Jesus is there, as the one who went before us as our “forerunner” (v.20). The term as it is used here is one that describes the scouts who went ahead of the troops. Just as the forerunner was one who was ahead of the troops, going before them, Christ, has gone on ahead. And here is what he wants us to understand: we will be where Christ is, within the veil; for He has gone before us to prepare a place that we might be with Him forever. In fact he left us a message recorded in (John 14:2-3), “In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. (3) And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
Hope in Christ gives us a different place to look.  On a day-to-day basis, we have little choice but to stay focused on the physical world we live in. We have bills that need to be paid, problems that are waiting to be solved, and people who demand our attention. 
Hope of a future where God already resides, encourages us to keep looking forward and fix our eyes on him, not on the world. For the Christian, the best really is yet to come.
The author of Hebrews describes how hope gives us a different place to look: “Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” Heb. 12:1 - 2
Hope in Christ gives us a different way to think.
Our minds can be our greatest enemy or our strongest ally. How we think is what we will do and what we will become. Focusing on hope for today, our future, and into eternity creates a positive, optimistic, “glass half full” mind-set. In our mean-spirited, downward-spiraling culture, the person with an attitude of hope and uplifting thoughts will not only be a healthier person but also draw others to Christ by their very being.  The apostle Paul describes this different way to think: “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.” Col. 3:2
Hope in Christ gives us a different life to live.
Do you know someone who lives by the mantra, “If you thought today was bad, just wait until tomorrow”? Few people enjoy being around someone like this. Why? Because we all desperately want to enjoy life! We want to feel contentment and live in the hope of a good day and a brighter tomorrow. New life in Christ is not only a different way to live, but it’s also the best way to live. Lifestyle choices and future direction fueled by the reality of divine expectation form a life based on nothing but hope.
The psalmist said, “Be strong & take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.” Ps.31:24 
When you come to your final day here on earth, do you want to face it in terror, or do you want to confront it in hope? The great news is that you can face death with hope, but the even better news is that you don’t have to wait until then. You can experience this hope right now. So jump on the plane of faith, in the sure knowledge of what and who awaits you on the other end. And in this life, you can echo the words of the psalmist:
We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.  In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.  May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put our hope in you. Ps. 33:20 -2 
Conclusion 
    “The great scientist Michael Faraday was also a great Christian. When he lay dying, some journalist questioned him as to his speculations about a life after death.   
    “Speculations!” he said, “I know nothing of speculations. I’m resting on the certainties. I know that my redeemer liveth and because he lives, I shall also.” 

    “The director of a medical clinic told of a terminally ill young man who came in for his usual treatment. A new doctor who was on duty said to him casually and cruelly, “You know, don’t you, that you won’t live out the year?”      As the young man left, he stopped by the director’s desk and wept. “That man took away my hope,” he blurted out. “I guess he did,” replied the director. “Maybe it’s time to find a new one.”
    Writing about this situation Lewis Smedes wrote, “Is there a hope when hope is taken away? Is there hope when the situation is hopeless? That question leads us to Christian hope, for in the Bible, hope is no longer a passion for the possible. It becomes a passion for the promise.” 

Kenny Chesney song lyrics, “Everybody wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to go right now.”
So, the only lasting hope…..this is the essence of the Christian life, really – this is the biggest take-away – is that we have this enduring hope, you know, that key passage, an anchor for our soul.  You know, in all the storms of life I can cope with the hardships of life and the struggles of life, and even death, because I’ve got this anchor in the midst of this story.  
This whole concept of hope is it really boils down to two major beliefs, and the reason most people don’t have sustainable hope is because they either 
1. don’t believe in the promise of the future, or 
2. they don’t believe in the one making the promise.  
So, biblical hope is anchored in a person knowing the promises for the future, and then also believing in the one making the promise.  And that goes, obviously, back to the belief in God and the belief in Jesus who is making these pretty amazing promises to us.    
Dad – heart surgery.  No desperation.  Certainly we were concerned, but we KNEW he would be OK.  Even if he wasn’t OK, he would be OK.  Why, because our HOPE rests in God.  We came to realize in a new way that we do NOT fear death.  Oh, dying isn’t too attractive, we don’t like pain, but our confidence is sure.
In the movie, Shawshank Redemption where, in a note to his friend, Red, Andy Dufresne says “Hope is a good thing.  Maybe the best of things.”  HE IS RIGHT.

