DATE: April 19th
SERMON: Who doesn’t want more peace?
SERIES: Do you BELIEVE in LOVE? (Believe – Virtues #23)
SCRIPTURE: Mark 4:35-41; John 16:33, Phil 4:6-7; Psalm 91:1-2
BIG IDEA: Peace is a person, not a situation
SYNOPSIS: I am free from anxiety because I have found peace with God, myself, and others. How can I have inner peace? Don't worry about anything. No really... anything.
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW? Peace comes from knowing that our God is a God who loves
WHY DO THEY NEED TO KNOW IT? Lasting Peace is not found in our circumstances but found in our identity as someone loved by God.
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO DO? Focus on God, not the storm we are in or the storm that is coming.
WHY DO THEY NEED TO DO IT? Peace is a choice. Which is bigger? My problem...or God.
MY EPIPHANY: My Testimony about losing our first baby.
ELEMENTS: 










Good morning everyone. Welcome to our third message in a series called do you believe in love. This is our 22nd message in a series called Believe. A 30 week series looking at, first the top ten christian beliefs, then the top ten christian practices and now till summer the top ten christian virtues. All that to say we are basically on a journey to see how we can Think, Act and Be more like Jesus Christ.

If you have missed any message in this series then you can go to epiphanystation.com to hear or watch them again. From the beginning we have said that there is a link between what we believe, what we do and who we become. None so much as our topic today.
PEACE - it is mentioned some 430 times in the Bible in many different fashions. From, have peace in trials, to have peace with one another, have peace about your destiny, have peace about your past.
In preparing for this message I asked the good people of our facebook community what areas we struggle to find peace, and in what areas we desire more of it.

Besides parenting and relationships there were answers such as, my future, my past, peace about my health, my finances, peace that I making the right decisions right now!
Most posts openly shared that they lack peace and they don’t know how to get it. So whether you are a person who believes the bible to be God inspired or not you can’t deny that the author knows exactly who we are and what we struggle with when he writes about having peace over 400 times. It’s a big deal. It is a big deal to us and it is a big deal to God.
[bookmark: h.rf9bd2cv66uv]JOKE
A PASTOR buys a lawnmower from a neighbor of his, but he can't get it to run. He goes to his neighbor and says, "I can’t seem to get the lawnmower to work?"
The neighbor says, "Oh, to get it to work, you have to curse at it."
The priest says, "My child I am a man of the church and I live at peace with all things, I haven't cursed in over thirty years, i’m not sure if I even can anymore!"
The neighbor says, "That’s okay, you just keep trying to get that piece of junk started and it’s come back to you”

You see, we all want to live in peace, we all want to be peaceful people, so much so that when we don’t have peace about something that lack of peace fills us with guilt just so we have something else we can be unpeaceful about.
[bookmark: h.q8fher5miyno]PEACE IS
freedom of the mind from annoyance, distraction, anxiety, and obsession.
Little test just to make sure this message is going to be worth it. I know I have annoyances, distractions and anxieties but you good people may not.

How many of you have a sibling, keep your hands up.
Kids, Parents, Taxes, How many of your support the Vikings? How many of you have to talk with people…..ever. Okay. So truth is we all live in a world that is full with annoyance, distraction and anxiety and we are supposed to try to find peace in all that.
After sharing somethings with His disciples about His future Jesus said this.
[bookmark: h.s5wqllpkxybg]John 16
33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”

 One of Jesus’s focusses in ministry during his time on earth was to bring peace. Peace to the broken hearted, peace to the afflicted, the downtrodden, the vulnerable and abused. He sought then and seeks now to be the harbinger of a message of peace. Telling us that no matter our circumstance we kind find peace. In Tragedy, in Loss, in our Work, in our Family, in our Relationships, in our Pain, in our Future and our Past.

Jesus not being a naive individual makes no claim that life is easy, it is one of the greatest false teachings from the Bible, the because you follow Jesus your life with be without trial. Nonsense. In John 16 Jesus points to the truth.
[bookmark: h.khq2i34od994]John 16
33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”
Life is full of worry, sorrow, pain, anguish and injustice. You however need not be defined by it, because I have overcome whatever the world can throw at you.
This is one of the core Beliefs that we discussed a few months ago. From the second week of believe in October we said that God is a personal God who cares as much for the whole world as he does for you and your life. He is big enough and small enough to care about you personally. He cares, and he is powerful enough to care for you. If we believe this then where is our trouble, why can we not just trust this truth and find peace in all circumstances. Well, you and I are not alone in this question. It is worldwide and millennia old.

One of the greatest, most practical examples of finding peace in the storms of life can be found in the bible, in the middle of a storm.
If you’ve got a bible we are going to be in Mark 4. If you don’t have a bible we have a bunch by the welcome station in the hospitality area near the nursery, find anyone that looks like they might know something and they will gladly get you one to keep, free of charge. Otherwise follow on your phone or on the screen behind me.

[bookmark: h.56sx7q6suyvq]Mark 4:35-41
[bookmark: h.68lkpecl5myi]Jesus Calms the Storm
35 As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” 36 So they took Jesus in the boat and started out, leaving the crowds behind (although other boats followed). 37 But soon a fierce storm came up. High waves were breaking into the boat, and it began to fill with water.
38 Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat with his head on a cushion. The disciples woke him up, shouting, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re going to drown?”
39 When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Silence! Be still!” Suddenly the wind stopped, and there was a great calm. 40 Then he asked them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
41 The disciples were absolutely terrified. “Who is this man?” they asked each other. “Even the wind and waves obey him!”
[bookmark: h.yqnebb8qz515]the problem - don’t you care
The reason we live without peace is because we live in a world filled with trial and sorrow just as Jesus said and we also live in a world conspiring against us. We have an enemy seeking to rob us of our gift of peace. 

The dark clouds roll in, the waves begin to rise and all of a sudden the belief we once had that our God is a personal God who loves and cares about us is rocked side to side, taking on water and looking to capsize. In that moment, we yell out. “God, don’t you care that I am drowning!”
“God, don’t you care that I am drowning!?”

Don’t you care that I just lost a loved one?
Don’t you care that I just lost my job?
Don’t you care that I was abused?
Don’t you care that I am at a loss, without hope, drowning?!

God, why don’t you care.

The men who were in the boat that day with Jesus were there with him because they believed what some of us believe, that Jesus is the son of God and capable of all things. They never considered that he would let them be in harms way. That they would feel the sting of pain when they walked with him. How many of us came to the faith thinking that to be true. I know I did. But when you really get to the core of God perspective on pain, it is not so. The Bible is riddled with stories of people who serve God, who believe in Jesus and still are harassed, beaten, imprisoned, murdered, ostracized. For 200 years people have been punished for following Jesus Christ so why do we keep doing it? Does he care?

I have this image of Jesus’ response to the men in the boat that might be way off but what the heck I think it fits. You have the waves crashing in, you have the freaking out disciples on this side. In one all encompassing rebuke Jesus says…”SILENCE, BE STILL”

The wind stopped, great calm. I really see this image of Jesus speaking as much to the wind as he was the his followers. Silence, Be Still. I think this because of what he said next. 
“Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
Jesus seems less concerned with the storm and more with the lack of peace in his followers. 

But Jesus, the water, the wind, and and and the the…… Why are you afraid? Do you not believe in me?


41 The disciples were absolutely terrified. “Who is this man?” they asked each other. “Even the wind and waves obey him!”

The miracles in this story are obvious and subtle. For what is the greater miracle, to change the weather...or to still the fearful heart?
The reason that people have gone through trial gladly, suffered willingly and praised God’s name throughout is because they have a peace that goes way beyond their circumstances, their afflictions, their storm.

We opened up talking on peace from John 16
[bookmark: h.p9tshx9r2ec1]John 16
33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”

The context of this statement is found in Jesus explaining to his followers a confusing teaching he had just given. Jesus was known to speak to people not ready to hear hard truth through parables or metaphors so that later on it might sink in when they had seen more of his power or works. Heading back a few verses we see just what Jesus has told them.

25 “I have spoken of these matters in figures of speech, but soon I will stop speaking figuratively and will tell you plainly all about the Father. 26 Then you will ask in my name. I’m not saying I will ask the Father on your behalf, 27 for the Father himself loves you dearly because you love me and believe that I came from God.[b] 28 Yes, I came from the Father into the world, and now I will leave the world and return to the Father.”
29 Then his disciples said, “At last you are speaking plainly and not figuratively.30 Now we understand that you know everything, and there’s no need to question you. From this we believe that you came from God.”
31 Jesus asked, “Do you finally believe? 32 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when you will be scattered, each one going his own way, leaving me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is with me. 33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”
Jesus is asking….do you believe...really? Because there is going to come a time in your life when the crap hits the fans and you are going to be scattered, you will go your own way and you will leave me.

[bookmark: h.v15czlmsbsxs]the solution - take heart
Jesus is saying that no matter what you need this belief that I am God and I love You! You need to believe that the Father loves you dearly because you live now in a world filled to the brim trial and sorrow and if you can’t come back to the cross, if you can’t drag your fear, pain, and anguish back to me and back to the truth of my love for you then peace with be far from you.

Our remedy to our lack of peace might seem way too simple and that there needs to be a formula and something more for us to have to work hard towards. Funny thing is that God’s not really about us working hard as much as just believing in Him.

And what does he want us to believe?

27 for the Father himself loves you dearly because you love me and believe that I came from God.[b] 28 Yes, I came from the Father into the world, and now I will leave the world and return to the Father.”
AS THE DISCIPLES SAID
Now we understand that you know everything, and there’s no need to question you. From this we believe that you came from God.”

[bookmark: h.be451i3bdvza]testimony 
I was a very young christian when this was put to the test. I had claimed to believe and follow Jesus and i had gotten in the boat with him. The very quickly the dark clouds rolled in.

Jakki and I had been married for 2 weeks when she called me to tell me that there was a problem. Jakki was 3 months pregnant, for those of you good with math you will understand that my life before Jesus was not what we would call “very christian”. Jakki had a subchorionic hemorrhage (a bleed) and they feared for the baby. I was still in england getting my affairs in order before moving to the U.S. It was a stressful nightmare. I remember being a mess, no man wants to be away from his wife, especially when she is hurting. I remember my dad pulling me aside and saying what I did not would define my marriage. It was okay to ditch everything and run to my wife. I arrived in the states 2 days after the call. 2 weeks later we lost our first child due to miscarriage. I had no construct, no plan, no way to deal with this. I had been a husband for a month, a month. And now we are facing the loss of a child. Once again, I was a mess. 
There was crashing waves and wind and I called out to God. “ We are drowning. You said you cared about me!”

My pastor friend from southern indiana arrived and cried and prayed with me in the hallway. All I wanted was to know how to support Jakki. I needed something I didn’t have and I asked God for peace that I could give Jakki.
There was no delay. No gradual shift. unfathomable peace was mine. I was a gibbering wreck, petrified about the present, the future, my family, my wife, my child.

It is as if God said, Silence, Be Still! You may have peace in me. Remember who I am.

I was able to re-enter the hospital room a confident man. Confident in his care for me, for my wife, for my miscarried, child, that we would be okay that night and that our future need not be fretted over.
This isn’t a glory story to say, and I never questioned again and we lived happily ever after. 

In my life he has challenged my belief time and time again.

Jesus has asked me, “Do you finally believe? Because the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when you will be scattered, going your own way, and leaving me. Will you believe then? Will you come back?

We have lost 5 children in the womb and have two live kids with one more on the way. Losing children has been the single greatest storm in our lives and the single greatest way God has shown himself trustworthy and a caring personal God. I have heard him say, whether I wanted to hear it or not “ Matty, everything is going to be alright”

I have never believe that God cause pain, but that he is willing to use it to challenge our beliefs. 
Peace. True, inexhaustible peace is there for each of us, if when we face the storm we can come back to the truth that God loves. God loves more than we can fathom and his method of giving us his peace is not to remove hardship or trial, but to give us his Son.
I lived the first two decades of my life without Christ’s peace.
And I have lived many sporadic days, weeks and sometimes even months since I chose to follow him without it. It sucks. My life, my trials, my sorrows, my fears, pain, anguish, annoyance, distraction and anxiety are too much for me to bear without his peace. I wonder, if you have lived that way? 
I find instead my life with Christ and my life with God’s care to be much more than ever expected.

[bookmark: h.dlsu834vk6xx]APPLICATION - So how do we invite this peace?

How do we connect this belief to the trial we go through. Do we chant it out loud, write it on the way next to Love, Live, Laugh or do we need a tattoo of this sucker somewhere grossly inappropriate.

Well there was once this guy called Paul who wrote a bunch of the new testament. A lot of the letters in the middle of the book were written by him. He is the guy that Jesus turned from Murderer to Missionary and turned his Hate for the Church to Love. He is the guy that said things like.

I have learned how to be content with whatever I have. 12 I know how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have learned the secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or little. 13 For I can do everything through Christ,[d] who gives me strength.

AND

20 For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold for Christ, as I have been in the past. And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. 21 For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. 

THIS PATRIARCH OF PEACE gives us our application for this week.

6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.
Prayer. Prayer in the storm, talking to Jesus. Like I said, seems simple. Not so easy to do when you really don’t want to talk to him though. When you’d rather shout at Him. Prayer is tough to do when we do not believe that he cares for the trial you’re in. That is why it is essential to do.
When you fail the test, get dumped, lose your job, lose a loved one, fear for the future, hate your past, are drowning in life, that’s when God wants more than ever for you to be still.
The very act of prayer is based upon the belief that God cares about us. Paul says that this practice is rooted in this belief of his love and through the branch of prayer  we might see the fruit of God’s Peace in our lives.

The Belief that there is no distance God would not go to rescue us, even sending his son to the cross is the belief that leads us to prayer, to connecting with our heavenly father, so that we might hear, see, feel and experience his peace, which exceeds anything we can understand For his peace to guard our hearts and minds as we live for Christ. To hear from him, Matty, everything is going to be alright.
If you have never sought that kind of assurance from God then you can, right now. No need to wait. By simply realizing you need what you don’t have. By believing in Jesus Christ as the one who can bring you peace, you can have it.

[bookmark: h.ut4ihisawifv]Prayer

[bookmark: h.7z4149nhqbkv]Benediction
[bookmark: h.r3b2mioyxt8u]Psalm 91
1 Those who live in the shelter of the Most High
    will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
2 This I declare about the LORD:
He alone is my refuge, my place of safety;
    he is my God, and I trust him.





