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Peace is a very allusive thing. At the end of a long day you may want a few minutes of peace and quiet. That’s easier said than done when the phone rings, the kids won’t settle down and go to bed or your spouse tells you “We have to talk.” How do you find peace when you can’t turn off your mind and fall asleep or wake up in the middle of the night and can’t get something off your mind? What is peace when you know you’ve done something wrong and you’re afraid you’re going to get caught? Will we ever have peace in a world that is being torn apart by radical Islamic terrorism or in our nation when the two major political parties are in constant conflict with one another?

Today we want to look at the third virtue or characteristic of the Christian’s life. Two weeks ago we looked at Christ like love: unconditional, sacrificial, forgiving love. Last week we jumped for joy that we have in the Lord that is independent of our current circumstances because it is built on our relationship with God. Peace is our third mark of the Christian’s life and the third product of God’s Spirit living in us. God’s gift of peace is not just the absence of war or conflict. The Peace of God comes from knowing that he is with us in the storms of life. 

We’ve all seen pictures like this on our TV’s, computers, smart phones or notebooks. It is a weather radar picture with a storm warning box right over Washtenaw County. We don’t like to see them, especially when we remember that three years ago next month the Dexter area got hit with multiple tornados. Sometimes we have to face sudden, unexpected weather related storms that we get caught in. Maybe you’ve been stranded by an unexpected or larger than expected snow storm. Maybe the road in front of you has been closed by winds that knocked down power lines or trees. But some of the storms that we face in life are not weather related and don’t all come with a warning. A lot of unexpected storms can pop up that can disturb our peace. They may come in the form of broken or hurting relationships, illnesses or diseases, accidents or the death of a loved one, the loss of a job or financial crisis, or the overwhelming sense of guilt.

Think about King David, the second king of Israel. David is described as a “man after the Lord’s heart.” God sent the prophet Samuel to David’s home to anoint him as the next king. After David became king and established Jerusalem as his capital city, he built a palace for himself that overlooked the city. David was a warrior. But one time when his soldiers were in battle, David stayed home. He may have been restless or just bored. He walked out on his roof and looked over the city and saw a beautiful young woman bathing. The storm clouds started gathering. David invited this woman to his palace, got her pregnant and tried to cover the whole affair up. It didn’t work. After he was confronted by the prophet Nathan for his sin and repented, David wrote these words in Psalm 32:2 (NLT). “When I refused to confess my sin, my body wasted away, and I groaned all day long.” Peace was missing from David’s life before he repented.


So what is Peace and how do we get it? Peace is the gift of God. Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.” (John 14:27) God’s gift of peace is not the fleeting peace of the world. It is not the temporary peace we find by trying to escape from our problems with drugs or alcohol or by turning off the TV news. The peace God gives us is the peace that comes from having the right kind of relationship with Him. The Apostle Paul wrote, “We have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.” (Romans 5:1 NLT) The prophet Isaiah said the promised Messiah would be the “Prince of Peace.” On the night that Jesus was born, the angel of the Lord announced to the Bethlehem shepherds, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” (Luke 2:14 KJV)

The Peace of God comes from knowing that God loves and forgives us. We don’t need to live in fear that our sin, guilt and shame will be exposed and we will be condemned for what we have done wrong. We don’t have to be afraid that an angry God will judge and condemn us. Jesus paid the price for our sins on the cross. We are forgiven. There is no one to condemn us, not one to bring any charges against us. Because we are forgiven by God, our relationship with Him has been restored. David’s peace was restored after he confessed his sins. David wrote about his experience. “Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin.” (Psalm 32:5)

Because we have the Peace of God, we can live at peace with God, with others and even with ourselves. The peace we have with God takes care of the past, our sins are forgiven. We don’t have to be afraid to talk to God. We have access to God right now and can bring our prayers and praise and concerns to Him. And we have the promise of living in God’s peace forever. 

Because we have the Peace of God, we can also work to restore peace with the people in our lives. Jesus encourages us to live at peace with one another. Jesus said, “So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember that someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.” (Matthew 5:23-24 NLT) God’s peace transforms our relationships with one another. Just as God took steps to restore peace with us, we may have to take the initiative to restore peace with one another. Sometimes the other person isn’t willing to join us in that peace making effort, but we need to try. Paul wrote, “Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.” (Romans 12:18 NLT) 

I am thankful that has always been the case here at Peace. We may not always agree on everything. The unity of faith is the same as uniformity of thought. A good healthy discussion can help us make the right decisions and get a better understanding of what God wants us to do. God gives us different insights and perspectives so that we can make wise decision and work together for the good of all. But we have always been able to talk about our differences, to pray for God’s guidance and to live at Peace. I pray that is always the case. 

Ultimately we can learn to live at Peace with ourselves. We don’t have to live it the world of “I could have or should have.” Since God loves and forgives us, we can love and forgive ourselves. The Peace of God comes from accepting His invitation to turn to Him for help in the storms of life. The storms will come. But peace comes when we know that the Lord is with us. That is the message of our theme verse today. “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7) Amen. 
