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Lady standing at the door of her home talking to a census taker.  Her hair is up in curlers, the baby in her arms is crying, the dog is barking, she has two fighting pre-schoolers at her feet.  the census taker says, “What do you mean you’re undecided, I just asked DO YOU LIVE HERE?

We’ve all felt that way.  The trap we fall into is what might be called WHEN AND THEN thinking:	When I get my problems solved, then I’ll be happy
	When I get married, I’ll be happy	When we have kids  When the kids leave home	When I get that new job, When I get to college, When I graduate, then....

We’re always looking for that magic situation where everything will fall into place, in order to be happy and fulfilled.   Friends, if you’re looking for your life to be problem free before you’re happy, you’ll never really be happy.  Life is a series of problems. You’ve just come from problems, you are in some right now, and you’re headed for more.  You’re in the middle of grief, stress, pressure, financial struggle.  God wants you to enjoy life and not just endure it!

“Whatever happens, dear friends, be glad (joyful) in the Lord.”  Philippians 3:1   LB
 “Always be full of joy in the Lord;  I say it again, rejoice!”  Philippians 4:4  LB

We need to remember that there is a difference between joy and happiness. They are not the same. I wasn’t happy on Ash Wednesday as I was shoveling and I think it was something like minus 50… Happiness comes and goes. It is dependent on circumstances. Happiness doesn’t help us through the tough times of life. We may be able to find moments of happiness during a tough stretch, but that happiness doesn’t last. 
Joy is a totally different thing. True and lasting joy is a gift from God. Joy comes when we are aware of God’s grace and favor, when we know the difference that God’s love and forgiveness make in our lives. Think about the difference between joy and happiness.
Happiness is a state of mind. Joy is a mind-set. We can be joyful regardless of circumstances.
Happiness comes and goes. The Joy we have in the Lord is constant.
Happiness is dependent on what is happening now. Joy is independent of circumstances.

Today we’re going to look at how we can be joyful no matter what!  I want you to know that these steps WORK.  They have worked in my life and Carla’s life and I’ve seen them work in some of your lives as well.  So, How can we have joy in spite of our circumstances, in spite of other people, in spite of my past, in spite of my stuff?  

The most positive book in the Bible is Philippians.  Paul uses the word Joy/joyful time after time.  Paul didn’t write this while sitting in front of a cozy fireplace, overlooking a mountain lake with deer feeding on the bank.  No, he was in prison in Rome , chained to a guard, no privacy at all and he is waiting for his own EXECUTION.  Paul had every reason to be bitter and upset, to have a pity party.  What was his secret???  
THE SECRETS OF JOYFUL LIVING

1.  I NEED A __PERSPECTIVE___ TO LIVE FROM.
Joyful people have a perspective to live from.  They see the big picture.  The reason why we get all frustrated and stressed out and depressed is that often we don’t see the big picture.  We don’t see what God sees.  He can see all the way to the end of our lives.  You and I can’t even see what will happen tomorrow.  All we can see is here and now and that doesn’t look too great at times.  

The truth is that God is working out a plan for our lives.  Even before we knew he was working, he was working, drawing us to himself.  Helping to set the course for us, giving us choices that would cause us to grow.  Giving us chance after chance to turn from our ways and follow his will.  Many times it isn’t obvious to us.  Look at what Paul said...

“And I want you to know this, dear brothers:  Everything that has happened to me here has been a boost in getting out the Good News concerning Christ.”  Philippians 1:12 LB 

Paul, more than anything else, wanted people to know Christ...to know about God’s love, and God’s plan for their lives...to know that Jesus died to pay for their sins so they could spend eternity in heaven with him.  So he thought, I’ll go to Rome and preach in the coliseum.  God said, not my idea, I’ll have you in the prison of a guy named NERO...  One of the worst of all time.  And, God said, you’ll be chained to the elite Roman guard.  How would that help further the Gospel?  Those men were some of the most influential people in Nero’s house.  In Phil. 4 it says that some of Nero’s family became Christian...THAT’S A CHAIN REACTION.

Paul was one of those people who couldn’t sit still, so for him to be imprisoned it was real torture.  But I am glad he did because Paul wrote the much of the New Testament in that time.  From Paul’s perspective, it could have been seen as a terrible time, it didn’t look like a very good situation...but from God’s perspective it was pretty good.  When the guards were chained to Paul, who do you think the prisoner was?  For two years, on four hour shifts, Paul would be saying, Let me tell you about Jesus...He had a captive audience.

Ask yourself,  “Am I looking at this from my perspective or God’s perspective?” “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him.”  Romans 8:28
Notice these things:	1. It doesn’t say everything is good in life.
	rape, murder, cancer, heart disease, bigotry = these things are not good.
God is not the author of evil.  He doesn’t cause all the tragedies in the world.  The Bible says that God is incapable of doing evil.  Don’t blame him when things don’t go right. 

	2.  Work together for good.
Did you ever eat a spoonful of Crisco?  Flour?  Pure sugar?  Alone they range from terrible to not too bad, but working together they make a cake.  Individually, there are some things in your life that are distasteful but when put together God can make something good out of them.

Now, this is not a promise for everybody...THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.  All things do not work together for good for everybody. If you’re going thru life thumbing your nose at God, doing your own thing, following your own way, things will not all work together for good.  This is only a promise for those who are trying to live in the center of God’s will, not perfect people, but forgiven, striving, following people.  When you do that you get HOPE, because you see that God has a bigger purpose!  ONE OF OUR FAVORITE VERSES...

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12

PERSPECTIVE PRODUCES HOPE, AND HOPE PRODUCES JOY.  When you realize that God is working thru your problems, even when you can’t see it or understand it, you can be joyful because you know it isn’t the end of the story.

For each of these points, I am suggesting a prayer that you can use to help you develop this area
PRAY:  God help me to ... see life from your view point.

Perspective and = 2.  I NEED A __PRIORITY___ TO LIVE BY.

Your life will be guided by priorities or pressures.  If you don’t decide what is important, others will do it for you.  If you don’t decide what you’ll spend your life doing, others will do it for you.  There are expectations on you and me, to conform, etc.  We have to decide what will be our values and our purpose.  Otherwise we go thru life being pushed around by circumstances and situations because we have no direction.

Paul could be joyful even though he was waiting for execution because he lived by his priorities.  He had clarified what was important to him, and he didn’t let secondary issues distract him.  He was waiting for execution, and those on the outside were criticizing him.  Do you enjoy criticism?  There are few things that will steal your joy faster that criticism.  In your review at work, your boss says one thing negative out of 20 and what do we remember?  When that happens, we have a tendency to want to retaliate, get even, defend ourselves.  That is our natural reaction...but as soon as we do that, we lose our joy.

“But what does it matter?  The important thing is that in every way ... Christ is preached.  And because of this I rejoice.”  Philippians 1:18  Even in prison, I rejoice that others are hearing and receiving Christ.  I don’t have time to fuss with my critics who aren’t doing anything to advance the cause of Christ.  They’re not worth losing our joy over.

Those of you in leadership in your jobs or anywhere else know what criticism is all about.  Remember this,,,IT IS ALWAYS THE PIONEERS WHO TAKE THE ARROWS.  One of the things that come with leadership in anything is criticism by other people.  That’s one of the things that Satan uses to knock us off our focus, our purpose.  He wants to get us to use all our time responding to our critics.

Let’s get personal.  How many arguments in your family are over issues that really aren’t very important?  Are they worth losing your joy over...most of the time they are not.  Live your life in the light of eternity.  Ask, How long will this last?  What value will this activity have in 5 yrs., 10 years?   How much impact will what I’m arguing about have in eternity?  One of the tragedies of this life is people giving first class allegiance to second class causes....majoring on minors.  So many people spend their entire lives acting as if all there is is the here and now.  This is just preparation for eternity.  Don’t get hung up over things that won’t last.  Jesus said,
“What good is it for a person to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?”  Mark 8:36  Unfortunately it usually takes a crisis in our lives for us to wake up and see what is really important.
PRAY:  God help me to ... focus on what really counts

Perspective, Priorities, = 3.  I NEED A __POWER___ TO LIVE ON.

“For I can do everything God asks me to with the help of Christ who gives me the strength and power.”  Philippians 4:13 LB  “I am ready for anything and equal to anything through him who infuses inner strength into me...”  (Amplified Version)

King James says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  This is probably one of the most quoted verses in the Bible and one of the least applied.  We just don’t believe it.  We mouth the words, but really don’t believe it.  You might as well cut it out of the Bible.  Paul knew that this was true.  He could and did face everything with the strength of Christ.  He was shipwrecked, snake bitten, tortured, starved, totally mistreated, yet he remained joyful.

There are some people who seem to not struggle with issues of self-confidence and assurance.  Paul was one of those, because he knew where his strength came from.  Others of the rest of us struggle with feeling sufficient.  Paul wasn’t great in himself, it was God’s power infused in him.  It is as though  God took away all my inadequacies, my sins and poured in Jesus Christ’s incredible power.

There is a verse in Galatians5:21 that is one of my favorites, not in your outline.
	“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  And the life I live, I live by faith in the one who loved me and gave himself for me.”  I don’t have to face it all alone.  I don’t have to fix it all alone.  As long as I do my part, accepting his sacrifice for me on the cross, and doing my best to follow his leading in my life, then the responsibility for how it turns out is not mine, but his...because it isn’t my life!  What a freeing thought.

We are going to need power this week.  God’s power to :
	1.. change = habits, behaviors that are so deeply entrenched that I may think I can never change.  I am a product of my choices and decisions, and I can choose to change those with the power of God to be different.  We don’t have to do it all ourselves.
	2.  forgive = hurts, betrayals, disappointments in the people you trusted.  Forgiveness is rarely instantaneous, rarely easy and never pleasant.  But it is always worth the effort.  As we rely on God’s power to forgive, we are able to forgive some people who may never ask for our forgiveness, or even realize that they have wronged us.  We can decide with the power of God to not allow those people to have power over us any longer.  We can choose to live in the future instead of in the past.  We can choose to control our lives instead of still giving those who have hurt us that power.  Start the work today even with those who won’t say “I’m sorry”
	3.  endure = situations and circumstances that won’t go away.  Everybody has them at one time or another.  Most people are in one right now.  If you could, you’d make it go away…you’d change it in an instant.  But these situations and circumstances are out of your control...you have no reason to believe that except for a miracle, there won’t be any change.  Sometimes we need God’s strength to endure.  Health = job = children.  We have to believe that God will give us the strength to go through the day.  We are ready for anything and can face anything that God calls us to...Paul was able to remain joyful because he knew that he was not facing it all alone.  There were people lifting him in prayer.

“I am going to keep on being glad, for I know that as you pray for me, and as the Holy Spirit helps me, this is all going to turn out for my good.  For I live in eager expectation and hope...”  Philippians 1:19-20  (Living Bible)
I can’t tell you how precious it is to me when some of you say, “I was praying for you this week”.  There are times when it is difficult to call out for God’s power.  You may feel too numb, too broken, too far away, to reach out for God.  At those times we need to reach out to others who will help us with the praying.  Paul relied on the prayers of others.  Some of you may not know how to even reach out for God.  There is a responsibility that we share as believers to pray for each other.
PRAY:  God help me to ...rely on your power this week to change what needs to be changed, to forgive the hurt that weighs me down
To endure the circumstances that may not ever be any different.
Help me to be full of joy no matter what.

1. I need a perspective to live from 2. I need a priority to live by
3. I need a power to live on
4.  I NEED A __PURPOSE___ TO LIVE FOR.
This is so important.  The great tragedy in life is to go thru life wondering why I was put here for.  Paul was a man of purpose.  He is an old man in prison, awaiting execution.  They’ve taken away everything from him...Freedom,,,Ministry...Friends...Privacy.  There was one thing that they could not take away from him.  They couldn’t take his purpose for living.  Nobody can ever take that away from you once you’ve discovered it.

“For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.”  Philippians 1:21
 “My only purpose in life is to please him.”  2 Timothy 1:3  (Living Bible)

How could death ever be a benefit?  It sounds so out of this world...and it is.  Paul says, I win if I die.  He had a purpose for living and a purpose for dying.  As long as I live on this earth, my purpose is to live for God...but once I die I get to live WITH GOD.  Either way, I win.  How do you discourage a guy like that?  You know why some people are afraid to die?  Sometimes it’s because they’ve never made a friendship with God so they don’t know what will happen.

Entire life built around God’s Perspective, Power, Priorities, Purpose.  Being ready to die gives us purpose for living.  Crying at death is grief for us, not for the dead Christian.  They have gained the place we are all looking forward to going.  When they know to Lord, our tears are not tears of despair or regret or fear or depression...but tears of gratitude for the life God has loaned.  When you live a life of perspective and purpose, no more pain, heartache.  

“So I run straight toward the goal with purpose in every step.”  1 Cor. 9:26  LB

WHAT IS YOUR PURPOSE IN LIFE?  WHY DO YOU WANT TO LIVE ANY LONGER?
WHY DO YOU WANT TO LIVE A LONG LIFE?  You measure a life not by its duration, but by its donation...the contribution that is made.  WHY SHOULD GOD ALLOW YOU ANOTHER DAY?  Are you living it on purpose, under him power, with his perspective, to please him or are you just drifting along?

FOR ME TO LIVE IS _______________________!
How would you fill in the blank?

Our culture would seem to say, For me to live is Possessions.  Accumulation becomes the goal of life.  He who dies with the most toys wins.  Jesus said, A person’s life does not consist in the abundance of things he possesses.  You won’t take them with you anyway...Someday someone will sell those treasures in a yard sale or auction....Stuff we traded our lives for.  Estate sale today near Hannastown – stuff is half price today, the last day of the sale….

For me to live is PLEASURE = Their whole goal in life is to retire.  As if God put us here to veg out.  I’m just going to have fun, and we muddle through the week to start another one and another one to get to the week-end because the weekends were made for Michelob.  We have our hobbies, vacations...The whole goal is to live for fun.

For me to live is PRESTIGE, POWER, POPULARITY.  I want people to look up to me, think I have status.  I dress for success.  We want everyone to love us, like us.  But in the quiet moments  we think, There’s gotta be more to life than this.  THERE IS!!!!

YOU WERE PUT HERE FOR A PURPOSE AND WHEN YOU BEGIN TO KNOW GOD and learn his purpose for your life, you grow into a friendship with him.  Then when you die you GRADUATE.  You go on to be with your best friend.  If you miss that, you are not living, you are just existing.  I talk to people all the time who are searching for themselves.  There is only one way that you will find yourself, and that is to find yourself in the fact that you were:
	made by God		loved by God		he has a purpose for your life.

There is no such thing as a problem free life.  But when you live your life on God’s perspective, purpose, power, PROBLEMS DO NOT DEVASTATE YOU.  Its never too late to start over.  I don’t care how old you are, or what has gone on in your life.

Do you have God’s perspective on your problems?
Have you clarified what is really important in your life?
Have you been trying to rely on your own power? = Are you dead tired, fatigued, stressed
	Relax, take a deep breath...you’re in good hands with God
Do you have a purpose?  then you can face anything with God’s help.
PRAY:  God help me to ... find your purpose for my life

God, Help me to see what you’re doing in my life through the problems that I am facing.  Help me get your perspective.  Help me to put you first in every area of my life.  Jesus, I need your power and peace to keep going.  I want to fulfill the purpose you made me for.  Help me to stop my searching and come to the true answer and find myself in you.  In Jesus Name, Amen.

     *Joy isn't elsewhere, its 	right here		.
Any time I expect joy to be somewhere else, I won’t experience it here and now.

GODISNOWHERE  =   What do you See?
God is Nowhere   -or-  God is Now Here
JOY is the difference.
Prayer

