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[bookmark: _GoBack]George Wald was intrigued by sight.  As a scientist, he studied a number of aspects concerning vision, most notably how vitamin A improves vision.  He also researched how cells in the retina perceive color, black and white and then passes those images on to the brain.
So driven was he in his studies that in 1967 he shared the Nobel Prize in Medicine or Physiology for his research on how the eye sees and passes visual images to the brain.  He taught at Harvard University and was the Higgins Professor of Biology Emeritus when he died at the age of 90.
He had accomplished a great deal in his life.  But when speaking of his Nobel Prize, he once made this statement:
“What one really needs is not the Nobel prize, but love. How do you think one gets to be a Nobel Prize winner? Wanting love, that’s how. Wanting it so bad one works all the time. He works and works and ends up as a Nobel Prize winner. It’s a consolation prize. What matters is love.”[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  I Love You More: How Everyday Problems Can Strengthen Your Marriage, Les Parrott (Zondervan, 2005), p.95.] 

Donald Miller writes in his book Scary Close: “What if some of the most successful people in the world got that way because their success was fueled by a misappropriated need for love?”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Donald Miller, Scary Close (Thomas Nelson: Nashville, 2014), 6.] 


That’s what I think George Wald was saying. And it should not surprise us that someone who studied sight as his vocation could see so clearly.  What we want is love.  We just don’t know how to find it.  The message we are sent from birth is that love is conditional.  We find it through a variety of ways:

Performance will get you noticed on the job.
Personality will get you accepted by the group.
Appearance will get you chosen over others.

And so we work.  We work long hours.  We work the room.  We work out.  We work in hopes of finding love.  Why?  Because this is what we have learned.  Human love—even at its best—is conditional. 

Listen to the lovesick couple.  He whispers, “I love you” in her ear.  She can’t leave it at that but has to lean over and ask, “Why?”  Not being too quick on his feet, he has no rapid answer and the moment is ruined.  We want to be loved unconditionally, but also want to know why we are worthy of being loved.  

Maybe that’s why it is so difficult for us to take to heart the heart of God’s message to mankind.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  

“God loved the world,” says John.  “Why?” we ask.  We ask because we place the world’s definition for love in this verse.  When we do, we come up with an equation. “Do this” + “Don’t do that” = “love.”  It works in our world, so it must work in God’s too, right?

Your life experience was not the only place you were taught the equation.  You can’t escape the thinking, even in churches.  Religion says “If you obey, God will love you.”  “If you stop doing bad things, then God will love you.”  

Like a conspiracy, parents and pastors and peers have all joined in to teach us that love from God is a response to our work.  And in our working for love we miss the love that is given.  The love John equates with God is a love of another kind.  It is a love unlike the world’s love.  

In fact, it is so different that a new word had to be found for it.  Scholars believe the Greek word used here for love—agape—was a Christian invention.  When the Old Testament was translated into Greek, this is the word used for God’s kind of love.  Outside of those twenty or so times the word is used in the Old Testament, agape is almost non-existent before the New Testament was written.

Old definitions won’t work.  A new definition of love is needed.  

You might need a new definition of love.  You may have felt the frailty of the world’s definition.  You are loved for your looks until you begin to wrinkle.  You are loved for your mind until it slows.  You are loved for your bank account until the stock market crashes. 

It’s conditional.  But God’s love is not.  It is agape.  A new word for a new kind of love.  The love that you want and the love that matters.  Agape denotes an unconditional love or “an exercise of the Divine will in deliberate choice, made without assignable cause save that which lies in the nature of God Himself.”[footnoteRef:3]   [3:  W. E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words: A Comprehensive Dictionary of the Original Greek Words with Their Precise Meanings for English Readers (McClean: VA: MacDonald Publishing Company, n.d.), 703.] 


Simply put, God loves us because he chooses to love us.  

Not because we have it all together.  “. . . but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  

Not because we were the biggest or best.  “It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples . . .” (Deuteronomy 7:7).  

And not because we loved him first.  “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10).

Think about the young mother.  She carries the unborn baby in her womb for nine months.  At first the baby causes her to be sick   Later he causes her to gain weight.   The weight makes her waddle like a duck.  The extra mouth to feed causes her to crave ungodly combinations of food.   Pickles plus Pralines and Cream.  

But she shows a Godly love.  The baby comes through “hee’s” and “hoo’s,” screams of pain and sighs of exhaustion.  And when it comes, it comes demanding.  He needs to be fed.  He needs to be changed.  He cries.  He needs to be held.    And he wants mom.  (Dads, you should be eternally grateful for this one.)

And so the mother feeds.  The mother changes the diaper.  The mother holds and hums.  Does the baby say “thank you?”  Did the baby do anything to merit this love?  No, but the mother loves because that’s what a mother is.

You and I did nothing, either, to merit God’s love.  But God loves us because that’s what he is.  He is love.  “Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love” (1 John 4:8).

When the writer was looking for a short definition of God he put it as clearly as possible.  Three words.  Subject, verb and direct object.  God is love.   Not any kind of love.   Agape love.  He chooses to love us because he can do nothing other than what he is.  

Now I can.  And you can.  We can say we love.  And we can love . . . until somebody wrongs us.  We can love . . . until somebody leaves us.  We can love . . . until we find someone better to love.

But God cannot love you more than he loves you now.  We think that if we did more he would love us more.  We think that if we had not done something we did then he would love us more now.  But we are wrong.  You cannot do anything that will cause him to love you more.  You cannot do anything that will cause him to love you less.

This kind of God love is an active love. “For God so loved the world that he gave…” God’s love is a verb. It is active and proactive. No wonder then that Paul defines love with verbs:
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

Exchange the word “love” with “God” and you have a good description of him. Exchange the word “love” with your name and you have a description of what one who has been loved by God is to be. That’s because experiencing the kind of love God gives changes us. The reason for John’s short definition of God was precipitated by his discussion of why a person does not love.  A person does not love because they have not known God.

The love discussed here is the agape love.  And here’s his point: you will give the kind of love you have received.  Receive a conditional love and you will give a conditional love.  Receive an unconditional love and you will learn to give an unconditional love.  Not perfectly.  At least not on this side of heaven.  But you can learn to give a love that is unlike the love the world gives.

The early Christians did.  Tertullian was a church scholar that lived in North Africa in the late second to early third century.  He wrote about the Christian faith to the pagan world, describing to them the practices of worship and life as a Christian.  In his writings he preserved this now famous statement that the pagans made about the Christians:

But it is mainly the deeds of a love so noble that lead many to put a brand upon us. “See,” they say, “how they love one another, for they themselves are animated by mutual hatred.” “See,” they say about us, “how they are ready even to die for one another, for they themselves would sooner kill.”[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  From the Apology of Tertullian, found at http://chi.gospelcom.net/GLIMPSEF/Glimpses/glmps155.shtml] 


People who love instead of hate?  People who would die for each other rather than kill each other?  Even the pagans could see that something had gotten into these people.  That something was God’s love. And once they knew his love, they loved God and they loved each other with an otherworldly love. Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, that you love one another.” Wouldn’t it be wonderful if his church was known by their love? That we were branded by God’s love?

Recently a kitten was born in Sacramento with some unusual markings on its fur.[footnoteRef:5]  The fur seems to spell out the words “I (heart) (period)” or, as we would say, “I love Dot.”  This is especially heartwarming when you know the kitten’s mother’s name is Dot.  Some see it as a message from the child to the mom. [5:  http://boingboing.net/2008/03/25/cute-message-on-kitt.html] 


Wouldn’t it be something if all of God’s children were branded with the same message, but from God to the world?  I love.  Period.  

Brennan Manning has said, “God loves you unconditionally, as you are, not as you should be, because nobody is as they should be.”[footnoteRef:6] He also liked to say, “God will ask one question upon your arrival in heaven: ‘Did you believe that I loved you?’”[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Brennan Manning, All is Grace (David C. Cook: Colorado Springs, 2011), 192.]  [7:  You can hear Brennan Manning here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iaZp3CzUXk] 


You see, George Wald was correct.  What we want is love.  What matters is love.  And you can stop working for it.  Just receive it.  Let his love mark you with this message: God loves you.  Period.  
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