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What would you do in this situation? Your boss is a jerk. He does nothing but criticize. He doesn’t respect you or anyone else who works for him. He takes the credit for any good ideas anyone else comes up with. He doesn’t even deserve to be boss.

Rumors have it that the boss’s wife served him with divorce papers. He’s locked himself in his office and won’t come out. He doesn’t talk with anyone and looks awful. Most of the people who work for him are talking behind his back, making fun of him and saying that he’s getting what he deserves. Do you go along with everyone else or do you do something else?

We’ve been taught our whole lives that love is conditional. We see it everywhere. Performances will get you noticed. Personality will get you accepted. Appearance will get you chosen. So we work long hours, we work the room, or we work out in hopes of finding love and acceptance. Why? Because we’ve learned that human love is conditional. People try to manipulate us into doing what they want by saying, “If you love me, you will….fill in the blank.” Or they will try to get us do more by asking “What have you done for me lately?”

Even religion can tell us that a god’s love is conditional. It’s easy to think that if we do certain things and don’t do others, God will love us. Every religion in the world, except for the Christian faith, tells us what we have to do earn that god’s love. But how would you know if you’ve ever done enough to make that god love you?

Does God want us to live and think that way? I don’t think so! Jesus tells us something completely different when He said, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) Why? 

Why does God loves us? It’s not because we have it all together. Jesus died for us while we were lost in our sins. He died for us because of our sin. It’s not because we are the biggest or the best. God chose the Israelites to receive the promise of the Savior not because they were the biggest or strongest people, but because they were the fewest of all peoples. (Deuteronomy 7:7) We can always find someone bigger, stronger, faster, smarter than we are. And it is not because we loved him first. God is love. God loved us and sent His Son to pay the price for our sins. (1 John 4:10)

We usually think of love as an emotion. The problem with that is emotions come and go; they run hot and cold. God’s love is an action. God acted by sending His one and only Son into the world. Paul defines love with a whole series of verbs. “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7) That sounds like active, unconditional love to me.

It is not unusual for us to give the kind of love that we receive. Receive conditional love and we are likely to give conditional love to others. If the love we receive is always connected to the word “if,” that love is conditional. When we receive unconditional love we can learn to love others unconditionally. Because God loves us, we can learn to love instead of hate; we can forgive instead of seek revenge, we can give instead of take. 

There are three main characteristics of God’s love. First it is unconditional. God is love. And His love is unconditional too. There are no strings attached to God’s love. God loves us. We can’t make God love us any more than He already does. God doesn’t love us because we come to church, because we give to the church, or because we help people in need. God loves us before we do any of those things. We can’t make God loves us any less. God always hates sin, but God always love the sinner. 

God’s love is also sacrificial. The apostle Paul describes Jesus’ sacrifice with these words. “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by  becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:6-8) Jesus sacrificed the throne room of heaven for a manger in Bethlehem. He sacrificed His divine power for a blue collar job. He sacrificed His life for us. 

God’s love is forgiving. Jesus did all of this to forgive us, to restore us to His family. God promises to forgive us when we confess our sins. Jesus paid the price in full for your sins and mine, for the sins of all people.

There was a prophet in the Old Testament whose life became a living model of God’s love in action. Hosea married a woman by the name of Gomer. Yes, you heard that right. Her name was Gomer. They had three children before Gomer decided to leave Hosea and become a prostitute. But Hosea continued to love her even though she certainly didn’t deserve his love. When Gomer was about to be sold as a slave, Hosea made a great sacrifice to buy her back. He paid the price to set Gomer free. Then he forgave her and the family was restored. That to me is the ultimate example of person learning how to love unconditional, sacrificially while forgiving.

So let’s go back to your boss, the jerk. What do you do after he’s treated you like dirt, you’ve heard the rumors that his wife has filed for divorce, and he is hiding out in his office? Do you think he is getting what he deserves, that what goes around comes around? Do you talk about him behind his back like everyone else? Or do you see a hurting man who needs a friend, even if he doesn’t deserve one? Do you go into his office as a friend? If you did that, you might be making a big sacrifice. Some people may think you’re a fool. Others may think you’re just stupid. They may make fun of you for reaching out to help your boss in need. Do you forgive the man for all that he has done to you? Do you tell him that God is ready to forgive him too? Do you tell him that God’s love and forgiveness might be able to save his marriage and family?
I don’t know if you will ever face a situation like this. But I don’t know that Hosea showed this kind of love to Gomer. I do know that God in Christ gives this kind of love to us. And I do know that because God loves us and fills us with His love, we can love one another. That is the first virtue and the mark of the Christian’s faith and life.  

