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If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my possessions,
and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude., but rejoices in the truth.
 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.       8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 
10but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

What is love?  That’s a good question.  We know we are supposed to love one another.  We read this week lots of passages that told us that we are to love God with all we have and all we are, and that we are to love our neighbors like we love ourselves, and that we are even supposed to love our enemies, as difficult as that sounds.  So what does it mean to love?  Maybe we should start with what love isn’t.

Here’s what we learn about what love is not, from this well-known passage about love.  Love is not envious, boastful, or rude.  So if your relationship with someone includes those things, weed them out.  
If you have a friend or a relative or an in law that you are always nervous to visit, because you know that you’ll be jealous over their house or their job or their kids—get the envy out. 
If you have the need to boast about how good things are, you are not being loving.  
Love is not envious, boastful or rude.  

Love does not insist on its own way, it is not irritable or resentful, it does not rejoice in wrongdoing.  
Do you always know better than one of your friends and you have to prove it?  That is not loving.  
Do you hold on to a grudge because of how someone treated you a long time ago?  You are called to let go of that resentment.  

Before we can know what love is, we have to let go of all the things that love is not.  And then we can move on to working on all of the positive attributes of love.  
Wouldn’t you want someone in your life who is patient with you?  Someone who is kind.  Someone who puts up with all your faults and helps you be better.  Someone who believes the best about you and hopes that you are blessed and well?  Someone who is always going to be there, no matter what?  That’s what love is. 

If the question is “What  is love,” the answer is that love is that hope and desire and activity in our lives that we completely devote to someone else.  Now, that is not what the dictionary says love is and it is not what our culture says that love is.  But if you read through what God tells us about love, that’s it.  

The dictionary tells us that love is “an intense feeling of deep affection.”  Our culture tells us that love is a feeling.  If someone makes you feel good, that must be love.    If they don’t make you feel good any more, than it’s no longer love.  
But did you see anything  in 1  Cor 13 about feelings?  There was nothing there about a racing heartbeat or butterflies in the stomach or daydreams.  Those are all good things.  But the love that God calls us to have for Him and for others goes far beyond how we feel.  Biblical love is that hope, desire, and activity that we completely devote to someone else.  

When you get down to it, God does not tell us to feel love for others.  We can’t always trust our feelings, and we can almost never control them.  God doesn’t require us to do something we cannot control, so God is not telling us to have butterflies in our stomach or even to feel good about every person.  We can’t control our feelings.

We can control our decisions and our actions.  And that is how God tells us to love others.  Whether we feel like it or not.  You’ve done this before.  You’ve loved when you haven’t felt like it.  
Those times when you were so mad at your kid for what they did wrong, but then you realize that bigger than the anger is the desire that he does better, and the belief that she can.  Because love hopes all things, and believes all things.  You didn’t feel like love, but you decided to love.

Or those times when a friend hurt your feelings and you didn’t want to be a part of that relationship anymore.  But before too long, you realized the power of forgiveness.  Because love bears all things.

Or those times when you followed the advice never to go to bed angry and instead stayed up and fought.  But you fought through it and in the end you decided to care for that person who made you angry.  Because love endures all things.

If love is a feeling, we’re all in trouble.  No one is going to love me if their love is dependent on my making them happy.  I’ll disappoint you somewhere along the line.  But when we see that love is a decision, an action, a lifestyle—when we see that love is the hope and desire and activity that we devote to someone else and not to our own feelings—then we see that love can prevail.

Our challenge, then, is to be loving.  To be loving to each other here as a community of faith.  And to be a loving family of faith to the community around us.  

The Bible tells us that we can have all kinds of good things, we can have great gifts, we can have powers that can change the world, but if we do not have love, we really have nothing.  Paul says, If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging symbol. If I have prophetic powers and a faith so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give everything I have to the poor, but have not love, I gain nothing.  

I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to be nothing, and I don’t want to have nothing.  So I have to choose to love, even when it’s hard.  

And I know, sometimes, love is hard.   Sometimes, I find it really easy to say that I agree with all this stuff we read this week about love, but…
Sometimes, I find it really easy to say I know that God calls me to love others, but there’s this one person…There is this one person who hurt me.  They disrespected me.  They said bad things about me to other people.  Do you have someone like that in your life?  Someone who makes it easy for you to say “but???”  as in—God wants me to love others, but there is this one person that this commandment doesn’t refer to?

That’s when we have to turn to this passage, Matthew 5:43-45 43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.

How do you do that?  How do you love your enemies?  How do you love someone who doesn’t give you butterflies in your stomach, but turns your stomach?  

I think the answer is in our definition.   Maybe you don’t feel like you love them.  But can you decide to hope that they find God’s path, even if they are far from it?  Can you desire that they be saved?  Can you choose to act toward them in a way that does not display hatred?  I’m not saying it is easy.  But I am saying that it is the way of Christ.  
And so, as hard as it is, it is the way I know I should be going.  

But I have to admit something to you.  Sometimes, I find it so easy to know that God wants me to forgive those who have hurt me the worst, even and to love my enemies, and to pray for those who persecute me, but there is still this one person…

Even we who know God’s love find it very easy to use the  word but.  I know God wants me to love and forgive, but it just doesn’t apply to this person.  I know some of us are there.  I’ve been there.  Convinced that we don’t have to love or forgive a particular person because what they did was so bad.  
But then I remember that what I did was so bad that Jesus hung on a cross.  And still loved me.  And if I believe that Jesus on a cross is not just a theory—if I believe that Jesus on the cross is fact and that it was for me, then I am convicted that as a follower of Christ, his ways have to become mine—even when his way is the hard way.  

So he tells us this:   9We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Is that harsh?  Maybe.  But it’s God’s word.  Is there a “but” in your life today?  Is there one that makes you say “I know God tells me to love and forgive, but…”  I’ve been there, I know  what it’s like.  But it is not the way of Christ.

Can you love?

First, what is love?  Well, first, what isn’t love?  It is not envious, boastful, or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing.

What is love?  Love is patient; love is kind.  It rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.       
I don’t know about you, but I need people to be patient and kind with me. 
I need God to be patient with me, because I know I disappoint him every day.  
I need people to believe in me, to hope for me, to endure my faults.  
And so I know that I need to do the same for others.  We all do. 

What is love?   It is you and me, walking the way of Christ—the way that leads us to hope, desire, and act for the good of each other; 
and it is us together as Grace Church, hoping for our world that it can be redeemed, 
and desiring to see our community touched by the grace  of God, 
and acting in such a way that when others see us, they see the love of God.  

What is love?  Simply put, it us, when we follow the way of Christ.  So let’s do it. 


