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WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

Our actions, and the beliefs that you and I hold, are not held in isolation.  Today I want you to see that today’s discussion is inextricably tied to earlier beliefs.  I also want to DEMYSTIFY it.  I think many have a misinterpretation of what evangelism, what sharing my faith is all about.!
Pg 13, 26, 42, 108, 156
    The key belief of eternity — that there is a heaven and a hell and that Jesus will return to judge all people and to establish his eternal kingdom — is real. The destination of people for all time is fully based on them receiving forgiveness of their sins through Christ. He has provided the way of salvation, but people must embrace it individually for themselves. The gift is free, regardless of what they have done. No one is un-savable. We, as his disciples, are here to let people know, by how we live our lives and by the words we speak, what we know about Jesus.
Year in and year out, decade after decade, statistics about how people come to faith in Jesus show a clear majority enter through a person who cares enough to share the gospel story. Relationships have always been, and still are, God’s primary path for bringing people into his kingdom. God has one plan for saving the world: his people — us.
VISION – LEAD EVERY PERSON INTO A GROWING RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST ONE LIFE AT A TIME.  MISSION – CREATE BIBLICAL DISCIPLES THROUGH INTENTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS.  I confess that right now I believe I have failed you.  I have not led us to the place where this is in fact the very center of our existence as individuals and as a congregation.  Let me show you how this ties together.  If
· Our building is not in workable, clean condition, people won’t hear our message.
· Our people are not friendly, not just to their friends, but to new people, they won’t hear our message
· Our worship services are not done with quality, people won’t hear our message.
· You are not willing to invite your friends and family – EVANGELSIM BEGINS WITH INTENTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS!!!!
· You are not willing to meet new people and share your faith, our church will not grow.  WHEN IS THE LAST TIME YOU OPENED YOUR CIRCLE OF FRIENDS TO SOMEONE NEW?  ….Intentionally invited them in.  Not saying, the door is open anyone can come on in.  When did you last start or reach out to someone new with the intention of building a relationship with them so that you could be an instrument in the hands of the Holy Spirit….
For more than two thousand years, Christianity has been one generation away from extinction, yet the plan keeps working. Faith moves forward. Do people still die without a relationship with Christ? Certainly, and unfortunately. Even still, our mission is simple: tell the message to all we can. God has no grandchildren!
Recent weeks we have discussed Time, Tithe and today - TESTIMONY!  What we believe MATTERS.  How we LIVE = MATTERS.
KEY QUESTION: How do I share my faith with those who don’t know God?
KEY IDEA: I share my faith with others to fulfill God’s purposes.  PG 310
KEY VERSE:  Pray also for my, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains.  Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.  Ephesians 6:19-20
After we receive Christ, we may each have different careers to make a living, but we all have the same job description. Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:18 – 21:  PG 311
All this [our new life] is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ & gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
The job description? Ambassadors for Christ.

Question:  Many of you have thought about who you will pass on your possessions to.  For some of you, it will be your biological family, for others, your friend who has cared for you, been there with you thru thick and thin.  Some of us realize that we may not have much if anything to pass on, to leave after we die.  However, every one of us can leave a SPIRITUAL INHERITANCE.

Grandparents, and everyone else here today, let me ask you a question, “Will you have an heir?”  Not only of your physical possessions, bank account, property, but of your life and soul?  Who will inherit your work?  Who will continue your legacy?  Have you ever considered that your “Sistene Chapel” might be not a place or a project but a person?  My grandmother spent hours and hours on a variety of crafts.  She raised some of the most beautiful flowers I have ever seen anywhere.  Her creativity in her gardens was unsurpassed.  I remember one time she asked me if I would help her make a raised garden.  I said “Sure”…little knowing what I was in for.  When the second dump truck left after dumping topsoil in the driveway – I knew I was in trouble.  After wheeling all of that into the middle of her side yard, watching her plant a wonderful flower garden….I was past there a few years ago and was dismayed to discover that it had been leveled out into …..”green grass.

Like Abram, we must consider whether we will have descendants in our line of faith and life.  Will we love and care for others in such a way that they become our descendants spiritually.  People to whom and through whom the lessons of faith we have learned are passed on and the richness of our experience of God’s presence is carried?    

A key part of our lives together in the Christian faith is telling God’s Story. It doesn’t matter what kind of Christian Church people belong to, we all retell the story of God’s entry into our world in the person of Jesus Christ every year. It starts with Christmas when Jesus is born as the promised Messiah to save us from our sin. It continues as we look at the life and teachings of Jesus and see how He touched and changed the lives of so many people. It reaches a climax with Jesus death on the cross to pay the price for sin and His resurrection on Easter, a celebration of the defeat of death. 

But the story doesn’t end there. Just before His return to heaven, Jesus told His followers, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8 NLT) Jesus’ story is our story to tell. Jesus died on the cross for everyone. The price for sin has been paid in full. He doesn’t want anyone to die without knowing and believing in Him. The Apostle Paul says that we “Ambassadors for Christ.” Christ reaches the world through us. That means that Jesus’ story is our story. God is making his appeal to the world through us.  Jesus said, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)
We are told in 1 Peter 3:15, “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”
“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised” (2 Cor. 5:14-15).

Paul had come to know Christ and understood that he died not just for the Jews but for all. That kind of love began to control him. And because it did we find the second reason his sight has changed: he saw people differently. He saw them as Jesus sees them.  The word “regard” is literally “to see.” But it is seeing in the sense of perception.

When a person comes to know the love of Christ his eyesight changes. Now when we see other people we see them as Jesus did. We see them as people he came to die for, as sheep without a shepherd. You say, “I'm kind of afraid.”  “The Holy Spirit doesn’t want you to be afraid of people but to be wise and strong and to love them and enjoy being with them.  If you will stir up this inner power, you will never be afraid to tell others about our Lord…” 2 Timothy 1:7-8a   That’s the Living Bible paraphrase.  It says the antidote to fear is love.  PERHAPS - The reason why you don’t share the good news is you don’t love people enough.  You don’t love them enough to want to get them into heaven.  If you loved them enough, you’d want to tell them the good news.

HOW DO WE DO THAT?  Let me give you tools.  You can share your story in three acts:
· Act 1. Tell what your life was like before you came to know Jesus. What was going on in your life at the time? What were you pursuing? What struggles did you face?
· Act 2. Tell how you came to know Christ. Most people came to Christ through a friend or a relative and your story is probably the same. Talk about how that happened and what moved you to follow him.
· Act 3. Tell how Jesus has changed you. What difference has he made? And what is he doing in your life right now?

Since God’s Word has the plan of salvation, then share those verses. This particular method is known as the Roman Road. 
1. Why do we need salvation?
• Romans 3:10: “As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one.’ ”
• Romans 3:23: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
No one can get to God on his or her own. We all miss the mark of righteousness. 
2. What hope do we have?
• Romans 5:8: “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
• Romans 6:23: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Out of his great love, God gave the gift of his Son to offer us eternal life. 
3. How can we be saved?
• Romans 10:9 – 10: “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.”
• Romans 10:13: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and salvation is yours.
Paul’s letter to the Romans contains other follow-up verses (e.g., 5:1; 8:1, 38 – 39), but these three simple steps are enough to lead someone to faith in Christ.

C.S. Lewis once said, “The only thing Christianity cannot be is moderately important.”  If Jesus is who He says He is, if He saved you from all your sins and did what He said He was going to do, if God’s word is true, it deserves everything you’ve got. He’s not a piece of the pie along with career and hobbies.  He’s the whole pie.  If it’s not true then let’s close up shop and go home and watch TV!  We’re just kidding ourselves.  The only thing Christianity cannot be is moderately important.  The casual Christian is a contradiction of terms.  You’re either passionate about loving God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength or you’re not.  

Closing Thoughts about Key Practices
I once heard a story about a man who attended an art show. He was amazed at a life-size statue of a lion. The details and scale were incredible. The man approached the sculptor, who was standing nearby, and asked, “How in the world were you able to fashion a lion so detailed out of a block of stone?” The artist smiled slyly and answered, “Well, it’s easy, really. I simply chipped away everything that did not look like a lion.”3
God is methodically and continually chipping away everything on us that does not look like his Son — the Lion of Judah. He is continually shaping and molding each of us into his image.
God’s goal is that by the time we leave this world and enter his, we look as much like Christ as possible. Once we enter heaven, we receive our glorified bodies and are fully formed into his image. But as we’ve repeatedly stated, the reason to become like him now is so we can influence as many of our neighbors as possible to join us in his kingdom.

ESTABLISHING A SPIRITUAL BASE FOR YOUR LIFE
Sometimes we say, well, I’ll just live my life and people will see my witness.  That is important of course, but to think that our lives are so wonderful that people will see us and fall down before God….no, I need to tell it.  We need to tell the good news verbally.  Colossians 4:5 “Make the most of your chances to tell others [circle this] the good news.”  It’s not just enough to live it.  You have to go and tell.  Be an audio-visual Christian.

Your mission is the same mission regardless of where you are in the world.  It is to invite people into God’s family.  To do that you need to know who to go to, where to get help, what to say.  As your pastor it’s my job to help equip you for this so I want to give you a tool.
 
You say, “I don't know what to say!”  This will help.  Pull out the card  “How to Establish A Spiritual Base for My Life.”  For those of you who have been worshipping here awhile, you have seen this.  I go over it several times a year so that we will learn how to use it.  I like this because it’s very non-threatening.  It’s not like walking into the office with a two-ton Bible.  No, you just keep this in your pocket or in your purse or on your desk.  Then at the proper time when something comes up you go, “Have you ever established a spiritual base for your life?  Somebody gave me this the other day and it made a lot of sense.  Do you want to see it?”  This is what you do.  Hold it out and read it together.  Four things you have to do in order to step across the line.  

I know this is review for many of you.  But for some of you the next two minutes are going to be the most important two minutes of your life.  It’s going to determine whether you’re headed for heaven or for hell.  Listen as if your life depends on it because it does.  This explains the only possible way you’re going to get into heaven according to the Bible.

What do you do to establish a spiritual base?  You say, I’d like to have my past forgiven.  I’d like to have a purpose for living.  I’d like to have a home in heaven?  How do I get it?”  You do four things:

	B – Believe.  I must believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for me and showed He was God by coming back to life.  I believe Jesus was who He said He was, God, and He proved it by coming back to life.  That’s why everybody celebrates Easter.
	A – Accept.  I need to accept God’s free forgiveness for my sin.  Would you like to accept that?  I don't know anybody who’d reject it.  Why would you?  If you’ve got this one, you’re half way there.
	S – Switch.  Switch to God’s plan for my life.  That means I'm going to say, “I’m no longer going to do what I want to do.  I'm going to live the plan You made me for.  I want to know Your purpose for life and from now on You’re going to call the shots, not me.”  When you become a Christian, you put a sign on your life that says, “Under new management.”  Now you’re doing God’s plan for your life.  My plan hasn’t worked out too well.  If you’re willing to do that, you’re three quarters of the way there.
	E – Express.  I Express my desire for Christ to be the Director of my life, the manager.  The word in the Bible is Lord.  Are you ready to do that?  To express that?  

If you’re willing to take these four steps, then pray this simple prayer.  If you’ve never invited Christ into your life, He will come into your heart as you pray this prayer.  “Dear God, I believe You sent Your Son, Jesus to die for my sins so I could be forgiven.  I'm sorry for my sins and I want to live the rest of my life the way You want me to.  Please put Your Spirit in my life to direct me.  Amen.”

Did you pray that prayer?  If you prayed that prayer and sincerely meant it in your heart, you just stepped across the line.  That is what it takes to put your trust in Christ.  You just did that verbally.  You don’t understand it all.  It’s like a baby born into a family.  He doesn’t understand everything.  That’s the purpose of a church family – to help you grow spiritually.  Congratulations.  You just became a part of the family of God.  

 “Send us around the world with the news of Your saving power and Your eternal plan for all mankind.”   Psalm 67:2

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!
