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We live in a “P.C.” world where we are constantly told to be careful about what we say. We are told not to judge or offend anyone. We are told that we can talk about being spiritual or even about a generic god, even though there isn’t such a thing. But people get uncomfortable when we start talking about Jesus and standing up for our Christian morals and values. When I was a member of Rotary both in California and here, I was told repeatedly that I couldn’t pray in Jesus’ name. My response was always the same. “That’s fine. If I can’t pray in Jesus name I won’t open the meeting with prayer. I am a Christian and can’t pray to a ‘generic god.’ So if you want me to pray, I will pray in Jesus’ name.”  I always did.

This is nothing new. The Old Testament prophets who stood up against the kings of Israel and Judah were beaten, imprisoned and even executed. When John the Baptist condemned Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great, for committing adultery by making his brother’s wife his own, he had John the Baptist arrested and eventually beheaded. Peter and John were thrown into jail for telling people about Jesus and told to stop talking about Him. They answered by saying “We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) and continued to teach people about Jesus. 

Christians in Arab countries today are forced to subject their faith to the Muslim religion. More Christians are dying for their faith to radical Islam today than during any other time in the history of Christianity. Fortunately we don’t face those same levels of threats and persecution in our county. But the PC people have redefined moral issues as social issues. They are doing everything that they can to remove the Christian influence from the public specter. No wonder it can be hard for us to share our Christian faith. But doesn’t mean we cannot or should not do it. 

We all have our own stories to tell. Have you ever noticed what happens when you get together with family members or classmates you haven’t seen in a while? You remember and retell stories from the past. Those stories help keep us connected with people we know. Our relationships would not be the same without our shared experiences. 

A key part of our lives together in the Christian faith is telling God’s Story. It doesn’t matter what kind of Christian Church people belong to, we all retell the story of God’s entry into our world in the person of Jesus Christ every year. It starts with Christmas when Jesus is born as the promised Messiah to save us from our sin. It continues as we look at the life and teachings of Jesus and see how He touched and changed the lives of so many people. It reaches a climax with Jesus death on the cross to pay the price for sin and His resurrection on Easter, a celebration of the defeat of death. 


But the story doesn’t end there. Just before His return to heaven, Jesus told His followers, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8 NLT) Jesus’ story is our story to tell. Jesus died on the cross for everyone. The price for sin has been paid in full. He doesn’t want anyone to die without knowing and believing in Him. The Apostle Paul says that we “Ambassadors for Christ.” Christ reaches the world through us. That means that Jesus’ story is our story. God is making his appeal to the world through us.

I think there are two main ways that happens. The first is by how we live. Do you know the busiest time for the pool at the Dexter Wellness Center? That’s shouldn’t come as a surprise since two thirds of Washtenaw County is unchurched. It is Sunday mornings. The fact that you get up on Sunday morning and come to church is a witness to your neighbors. They may watch you leave your house every Sunday morning and see you come back a couple hours later. They see the things that you do and hear the things that you say. The same is true for the people you work with or go to school with. When people know that we are Christians, they see how we live. They watch us when we are going through tough times. They see if we are true to our words or if we cheat and cut corners. Our lives are either a positive witness or a negative witness for Christ. 

But let’s face it, we aren’t perfect. But we can try to follow the Lord and admit when we fail. We should strive to be people of honor and integrity. Instead of conforming to the standards of the people around us, our lives should be transformed so that we become more and more like Christ. Jesus said, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)

The second way we share our faith is by telling our story. That doesn’t mean we have to drop Jesus into every conversation that comes along. It doesn’t mean we have to try to convert everyone we meet. When I meet new people who don’t know what I do, I always introduce myself as Larry. I don’t tell them that I am Pastor right away. So when they ask me what I do, I say that “I’m in the forgiveness business.” 

Our stories are all different. Some of you have a far more dramatic story to tell about how you came to faith than I do. God can use your story to reach others. As far as I can remember, I’ve always been a Christian. I was baptized into the Christian faith when I was about a month old. I was raised in a Christian home with my Mom who taught little kids in Sunday School for about 40 years, from the time she was 18 until she got cancer. She taught her five kids about Jesus, too. 

Mom and Dad sent me to our Lutheran grade school. After High School I went to college and the seminary. I was in the Seminary during what has been called it’s “Darkest Days.” My Mom got cancer the year I graduated. My Dad had a serious heart attack one year later and died a year after that of cancer. Mom died about two years later. Those were some very turbulent times in my life. God was always with me, even when I had times of doubt. So my story is the story of God’s constant love and presence in my life. I can use my story to assure people that God is always with us. Your story may be different. 

We are told in 1 Peter 3:15, “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” Since God wants everyone to be saved from sin and death, He sometimes sets us some “divine appointments” for us. He puts us in places where we can share our faith by our words and our actions with people who need to hear or see it right then. The Jewish slave girl in the house of Naaman we read about in our Old Testament reading today didn’t miss her divine appointment (2 Kings 5). 

Do miss the chance when the time comes. And remember this. You cannot and will not make the person believe in Jesus. That’s the Holy Spirit’s job. Our job is to be a witness in the power of the Holy Spirit wherever and whenever God sends us. If you can talk with someone about the Super Bowl today or about the Super Bowl commercials, don’t pass up the chance to talk with them about Christ who won the ultimate Super Bowl for us all on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Amen.





