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Recent weeks we have discussed Time, Tithe and today - TESTIMONY! I want to approach this subject, the last of the 10 key practices, from 2 perspectives:
   1) I want to share my Faith - maybe 1 or 2 of you will find yours - I can only Hope;
   2) I want to challenge all of you who have faith, to intentionally share your Faith.

1) Sharing MY Faith in Jesus Christ Story: Prepare to be bored!
    I am a believer in Jesus Christ, primarily through the influence of my family. I recognized early in my life, that I was not perfect. The Bible bluntly calls me a sinner. But Jesus Christ loved me so much He did what was necessary so that my imperfection, my sinfulness would not be my destruction. As a 5 year old, my faith was very simple - “Jesus loved me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” Jesus wanted a relationship with me and He wanted me to go to heaven, and I didn’t want to go to hell. How could I say NO!  
    At 10 years of age, I faced my first tragedy in life, the death of my grandfather. Oh, how I loved him. And o’ how he loved God. I witnessed first hand from family & friends how their is hope in despair, comfort in sorrow and joy in the middle of turmoil. Months after my grandfather died, I heard God speak to me. Not a voice, louder than a voice, not through my ears but in my soul. I knew God’s direction for my life. Scary for a 10 year old. I kept silent, for who would believe a kid. At 15 I struggled with God’s call on my life - it was time to act on what I knew, but I’m 15, a teenager - as a pastor’s son, I knew the responsibility that comes with publicly acknowledging God’s call on you life.  I wavered, but God used a friend to nudge me in the right direction. So on February 8, 1970 I accepted and announced my call to preach the Gospel. On February 22, I preached my first sermon. 
    At 27, I had my first and I think only major crisis of faith. Being betrayed by a best friend and barely surviving a coup in the church my Dad had started - I was fit to quit!  I was vulnerable to rejection of my faith because of hurtful actions of others. I was allowing my relationship with Jesus to be influenced by the way a church and individuals treated me. I doubted God’s Truth, God’s call, - I even questioned His existence. Understand, I am an ordained preacher, Bible college graduate, associate pastor - and I’m struggling with the reality of God! But when we are faithless, God is faithful.  Just months before my world collapsed - I had studied a book entitled, “The Saving Life of Christ.” The thrust of this little paperback book is the “all-sufficiency” of Jesus Christ IN us! The centrality of Jesus and the reality that Biblical faith is about a relationship with Jesus rather than an involvement with religion or church - challenged my thinking. God would use the principles out of that little book as a safety net for my present dilemma. In my hurt and frustration I went back to the Bible to discover if I could believe it’s Truths for my life. Not to learn how to be a “good” pastor or “popular” preacher, but how to BE in & with Christ, all He had promised I would be. As a 5 year old I learned about Christ so I could live with Jesus after I died, but NOW I was about to discover what it meant to have the indwelling presence of Christ in me, every moment of every day!  Late one evening, after re-reading a chapter in SLC and thinking about the implications of Galatians 2:20, I fell asleep while telling God, I quit!  I woke up a few hours later, in the middle of the night, and for the second time in my life, I heard “the still, soft voice of God” shout to my soul, “This is what I’ve been waiting for Tim! When you quit trying to be all I’ve gifted you to be - I can NOW be in business, to do for you what you could never do for yourself!” From that day to this I have never wavered in my confidence in Christ. I have never doubted that God is. I have never wanted to live on my own without dependance on Christ. I have failed, I have struggled, I have made some poor decisions, I have been betrayed & hurt again, I have experienced troubles - but through it all I have never once believed that Jesus didn’t love me, that His strength wasn’t sufficient for what I was facing, that His hope would not overcome my disappear. I have found comfort, joy, peace, hope and passion in Christ’s promise, “I will never leave your or forsake you.” As a child, Jesus found me, as an adult I found God! I’ve never been the same. I’m madly in love with my savior. I would like for you to be too!  Is there any reason why you could not ask Jesus into your life right now? 
Heavenly Father, I confess I am a sinner in need of a Savior. Please save me. Come into my life and change me. I want to spend eternity with you. Thank you for dying on the cross for me. Thank you for the new life you offer me now. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
2) I want to challenge all of you who have faith, to intentionally share your Faith.
Imagine the following scenario:
    You are walking down the street, let’s say, Window shopping! You look inside one window and you see some things that catch your eye. Once inside you notice an unusual feeling and you’re thinking, “something about this place is different.” You’re not sure if you like it or not, yet something holds your interest and you continue to explore. The staff is friendly, engaging and available. You notice nothing has a price tag and so you ask. 
     One of the staff members tells you, “There is no charge for anything you see here.” 
     Your response is one of surprise & suspicion, “How can you all be so generous?” 
     Their answer surprises you even more, “We’re not generous! We are only sharing with you what was given to us when we walked in here!” 
     Curiosity has the best of you.  “I don’t understand?”
     One of the staff says, “Let me see if I can explain. We’re not the one who is generous. The creator of this place is the ONE who gives so freely. Each one of us walked in here just like you. Curious, searching, wanting, skeptical. Some of us came looking intentionally. Others of us just sort of stumbled in and a few of us were brought here by a friend or relative. We looked around just like you’re doing.  We asked ‘how much’ just like you did. We were given the same answer you’re now getting. Then they did what we are about to do - introduce you to the ONE who is so gracious!” 
     You’re now asked to turn around and standing right behind you - like He had been their the whole time, is the founder of this enterprise. Introductions are made and you are invited into one of the most comfortable rooms you have ever been in, you are offered refreshments and an opportunity to visit with ONE who gives so much away.  After just a few minutes, you feel like he had known you all your life. You sense there should be some embarrassment, but his acceptance is so overwhelming. 
     The time with Him was amazing and weird; 
					comfortable and convicting;
							 scary, yet hopeful.  
    As the conversation is winding down, he asks you a few very direct questions, 
	“Would you like to be part of my team? “
	“Would you like to receive everything you see in the store?”
	“ Would you like to receive daily deposits into your bank account for everything you 		need for the challenges and demands of each day?”
    You can’t say fast enough, “Of course I would, but what’s the catch?”
     He says, “There is NO catch, just an admission and a choice. Admit you can’t provide for yourself and choose to let me adopt you as a member of my family.”
    You think about it for a few seconds, and ask, “ Let me see if I got this straight: I admit that I’m not as capable of controlling my life as you are, then you will adopt me into your family and your will give me everything I need to live until I die. Right?”
    “Wrong!” He says emphatically. “I did not say that these benefits would end at your death.  In fact, when you are adopted into my family, one of the benefits is that death becomes a doorway to an even greater life and more abundance than you now know or can imagine. I will give you treasures every day and I will deposit treasures for your enjoyment forever. And one more thing, not only is this offer good for you, but I’ll make the same offer to everyone you share it with.” 
    What would you do with that proposal? Accept it; reject it or postpone it? Would you invite anyone back to that store? Text, Tweet, Facebook?
	    What would be your reasons for rejecting it?
    For postponing it?
	    If you accepted it - to whom and how often would you share it?
Let me pitch another fable at you. This one is much shorter:
    What if a guy walked up to your front door and knocked. You answer the door and say, “Didn’t you see the NO solicitation sign?”
    The stranger replied, “I’m not here to solicit, I’m here to give away! I’m prepared to give to you my time and my treasures, which I have an abundance of both. If you will allow me to live in your home, all that I have is yours. I’ll give you $5,000 dollars a day to live on, if you’ll just let me call this home. Not only am I willingly making this offer to you, but I will make the same promise to any of your friends and family that you refer!” 
    What would you do?

    Engagement ring - share the story!  WHY are we so resistant to share?
Communication can be so confusing - Satan promotes this concept so we won’t share our faith. Illustrated by the following story:     A woman from Kentucky tells this story. After directory assistance gave me my boyfriend’s new telephone number, I dialed him and got a woman. 
	"Is Mike there?" I asked.
    "He’s in the shower," she responded.
	"Please tell him his girlfriend phoned," I said and hung up.
    When he didn’t call back, I dialed again. 
	This time a man answered. "This is Mike."
    "You’re not my boyfriend!" I exclaimed.
	"I know" he replied, "That’s what I’ve been trying to tell my wife for the past 	half-hour."

Paul wanted to avoid this kind of confusion and situation, so he pointedly asked for prayer:

Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.	EPHESIANS 6:19 – 20

Breakdown: PAUL -
	Recognize need - pray for me;
	Recognize opportunity - whenever;
	Recognize provisions - words given;
	Recognize responsibility/privilege - an ambassador of reconciliation; 2 Cor. 5:20
	Be courageous - fearlessly declare.

    For a vast majority of Christians, particularly in our politically correct culture, talking with a nonbeliever about a relationship with Christ seems a daunting and intimidating task. Weather. Fashion. Sports. Current news. All good. Jesus? Not so much. Putting our message on the defense is a brilliant and clear strategy of Satan to keep people from hearing about salvation. But I’m confident that you quite likely became a Christian through someone who was willing to take a risk and reach out to share the good news of Jesus Christ with you. The apostle Paul writes:
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  Rom. 10:14-15
KEY QUESTION: How do I share my faith with those who don’t know God?
    The key belief of eternity — that there is a heaven and a hell and that Jesus will return to judge all people and to establish his eternal kingdom — is real. The destination of people for all time is fully based on them receiving forgiveness of their sins through Christ. He has provided the way of salvation, but people must embrace it individually for themselves. The gift is free, regardless of what they have done. No one is un-saveable. We, as his disciples, are here to let people know, by how we live our lives and by the words we speak, what we know about Jesus.
Year in and year out, decade after decade, statistics about how people come to faith in Jesus show a clear majority enter through a person who cares enough to share the gospel story. Relationships have always been, and still are, God’s primary path for bringing people into his kingdom. God has one plan for saving the world: his people — us.
For more than two thousand years, Christianity has been one generation away from extinction, yet the plan keeps working. Faith moves forward. Do people still die without a relationship with Christ? Certainly, and unfortunately. Even still, our mission is simple: tell the message to all we can. God has no grandchildren!
KEY IDEA: I share my faith with others to fulfill God’s purposes.
After we receive Christ, we may each have different careers to make a living, but we all have the same job description. Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:18 – 21:
All this [our new life] is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ & gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
The job description? Ambassadors for Christ.
What does an ambassador do? Take’s God’s message of reconciliation to the people of the world. Across the street or around the globe, we tell our STORY, but His message.
How does this happen? “As though God were making his appeal through us.” By his power, he will give us the opportunity and the words.
What is the appeal? “Be reconciled to God.” God sent Jesus “to be sin for us”; to die so we wouldn’t have to, so we can share in God’s righteousness, because we have none of our own. The debt we could never pay has been paid in full! This is why the gospel is called the good news.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
We are never responsible to save, but only to share. Our goal is to bring revelation, not to broker a response. The end result is up to God and the person. But we must learn to share our faith. We plant seeds of Truth. We water - irrigate those seeds with our lower story lives engaged with an Upper Story God and then we WATCH for the harvest!
While there are many methods and resources for talking to people about Christ, here are two simple approaches to sharing your faith.
1. Share Your Story - read Hybels Walk across the room
As a Christian, you have a spiritual autobiography — a story to tell about how God saved you. It is your story, unique to you. The wonderful truth about your journey of faith is that no one can debate or argue with you about its validity. Jesus made himself real to you, and you believe it. So know your story, because you have one. Tell your story, because you can.
We’ve all heard the miraculous accounts of people who were delivered and set free from addiction and horrible circumstances. Maybe you were too. But here is the common denominator of all Jesus stories. We were all lost and destined for hell. He came, found us, and offered salvation. We received his gift and, therefore, were saved. Case closed. So no one’s testimony is better or more interesting than anyone else’s when the final scene is always the same — we are saved from death and set on the path of God’s kingdom in and through a relationship with Christ.
In our “140 characters or less” Twitter culture, a precise, powerful testimony is best. Here’s a simple flow for sharing your story: 
1. In one minute or less, tell about your life before you came to Christ. Share your circumstances, the struggles, and the questions you had. What path were you on before Jesus? 
2. In one minute or less, tell how you came to faith in Christ. Who shared with you? What circumstances surrounded the decision? How did you know this was the right choice? 
3. In one minute or less, tell how Christ has changed you. What differences has he made? How has life changed after crossing the line of faith? 
4. In one minute or less, tell what God is doing in your life right now. Even if you became a Christian twenty years ago, God is constantly working in you, so share what he is doing now, what he is showing you, and how you are growing.
You may find it helpful to take a half hour to write this out. Three to five sentences per point will usually suffice. Write it; learn it; share it.
2. Share the Scriptures
Since God’s Word has the plan of salvation, then share those verses. This particular method is known as the Roman Road. 
1. Why do we need salvation?
• Romans 3:10: “As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one.’ ”
• Romans 3:23: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
No one can get to God on his or her own. We all miss the mark of righteousness. 
2. What hope do we have?
• Romans 5:8: “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
• Romans 6:23: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Out of his great love, God gave the gift of his Son to offer us eternal life. 
3. How can we be saved?
• Romans 10:9 – 10: “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.”
• Romans 10:13: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and salvation is yours.
Paul’s letter to the Romans contains other follow-up verses (e.g., 5:1; 8:1, 38 – 39), but these three simple steps are enough to lead someone to faith in Christ.
There are no magic words to save us; just a simple prayer from the heart will do. Here is a sample prayer of salvation:
Heavenly Father, I confess I am a sinner in need of a Savior. Please save me. Come into my life and change me. I want to spend eternity with you. Thank you for dying on the cross for me. Thank you for the new life you offer me now. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Regardless of how you choose to deliver the good news of the gospel, the most important element is that you are willing to share your faith. If you are willing and ready, God will bring the opportunities.
Can you recall the last time you shared Christ or at least told someone how important your faith is to you? When was the last time you invited someone to belief in Christ?
In the Christian walk, nothing is more exhilarating than letting people in on the difference God makes and how true life is found in Jesus. And then when we get to be a part of someone crossing the line of faith and taking hold of eternal life, it just doesn’t get any better. When we are able to see someone point his or her life not only to God’s kingdom but also to God’s abundant life now, we fulfill the very reason God has us here.
We must always keep in mind how much God wants to save people. The criminal on the cross said to Jesus, “Remember me when you come into your kingdom” — to which Jesus miraculously responded with, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” Lk. 23:42-43 This two-sentence exchange shows the deep longing in the heart of God to rescue people from sin & eternal death. We must simply join him in his work by sharing what he has done for us.
Closing Thoughts about Key Practices
I once heard a story about a man who attended an art show. He was amazed at a life-size statue of a lion. The details and scale were incredible. The man approached the sculptor, who was standing nearby, and asked, “How in the world were you able to fashion a lion so detailed out of a block of stone?” The artist smiled slyly and answered, “Well, it’s easy, really. I simply chipped away everything that did not look like a lion.”3
God is methodically and continually chipping away everything on us that does not look like his Son — the Lion of Judah. He is continually shaping and molding each of us into his image.
God’s goal is that by the time we leave this world and enter his, we look as much like Christ as possible. Once we enter heaven, we receive our glorified bodies and are fully formed into his image. But as we’ve repeatedly stated, the reason to become like him now is so we can influence as many of our neighbors as possible to join us in his kingdom.
The ten “What Should We Do?” practices are some of the primary actions of Jesus — those movements of his, are the activities that shape us to become like Jesus. 

