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We’re in our Believe Series.  We talked for 10 weeks about what we are to BELIEVE and we talked for 9 weeks on what we are to practice.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Today is the last of the practice portion of our study as we talk about SHARING OUR FAITH. 

How many have a difficult time sharing your faith with others?

KEY SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 6:19-20 (NIV) 19  Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20  for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

KEY IDEA: I share my faith with others to fulfill God’s purposes.

KEY QUESTION: How do I share my faith with those who don’t know God?
    
Communication/ Sharing our faith can be so confusing - Satan promotes this concept so we won’t share our faith.

A woman from Kentucky tells this story. After directory assistance gave me my boyfriend’s new telephone number, I dialed him and got a woman. 
	"Is Mike there?" I asked.
    "He’s in the shower," she responded.
	"Please tell him his girlfriend phoned," I said and hung up.
    When he didn’t call back, I dialed again. 
	This time a man answered. "This is Mike."
    "You’re not my boyfriend!" I exclaimed.
	"I know" he replied, "That’s what I’ve been trying to tell my wife for the past 	half-hour."

Paul wanted to avoid this kind of confusion and situation, so he pointedly asked for prayer:

Ephesians 6:19-20 (NIV) 19  Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20  for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

For a vast majority of Christians, particularly in our politically correct culture, talking with a nonbeliever about a relationship with Christ seems a daunting and intimidating task. 

For some, to speak of Christ means persecution.

We can talk about weather. Fashion. Sports. Current news. All good. Jesus? Not so much. 

Putting our message on the defense is a brilliant and clear strategy of Satan to keep people from hearing about salvation. 

Most of us likely became a Christian through someone who was willing to take a risk and reach out to share the good news of Jesus Christ with you. The apostle Paul writes:

Romans 10:14-15 (ESV) 14  How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15  And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

KEY QUESTION: How do I share my faith with those who don’t know God?

The key belief of eternity (which we talked about a few months ago) — that there is a heaven and a hell and that Jesus will return to judge all people and to establish his eternal kingdom — is real. 

The destination of people for all time is fully based on them receiving forgiveness of their sins through Christ. 

He has provided the way of salvation, but people must embrace it individually for themselves. The gift is free, regardless of what they have done. No one is un-saveable. 

We, as his disciples, are here to let people know, by how we live our lives and by the words we speak, what we know about Jesus.

Year in and year out, decade after decade, statistics about how people come to faith in Jesus show a clear majority enter through a person who cares enough to share the gospel story. 

Relationships have always been, and still are, God’s primary path for bringing people into his kingdom. God has one plan for saving the world: his people — us.

For more than two thousand years, Christianity has been one generation away from extinction, yet the plan keeps working. Faith moves forward. 

Do people still die without a relationship with Christ? Certainly, and unfortunately. Even still, our mission is simple: tell the message to all we can. God has no grandchildren!

KEY IDEA: I share my faith with others to fulfill God’s purposes.

After we receive Christ, we may each have different careers to make a living, but we all have the same job description. 

Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:18 – 21:

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 (ESV) 18  All this is from God, (our new life)  who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19  that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

This is the job descriptions of every believer in Christ – To Be  Ambassadors for Christ.

What does an ambassador do? He take’s God’s message of reconciliation to the people of the world. Across the street or around the globe, we tell our STORY, but His message.

How does this happen? “God making his appeal through us.” By his power, he will give us the opportunity and the words.

What is the appeal? “Be reconciled to God.” God sent Jesus “to be sin for us”; to die so we wouldn’t have to, so we can share in God’s righteousness, because we have none of our own. The debt we could never pay has been paid in full! This is why the gospel is called the good news.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
It’s a 24/7 thing.

We are never responsible to save, but only to share. Our goal is to bring revelation, not to broker a response. The end result is up to God and the person. But we must learn to share our faith. 

We plant seeds of Truth. We water - irrigate those seeds with our lower story lives engaged with an Upper Story God and then we WATCH for the harvest!

While there are many methods and resources for talking to people about Christ, here are two simple approaches to sharing your faith. 
1. Share Your Story

As a Christian, you have a spiritual autobiography — a story to tell about how God saved you. It is your story, unique
to you. The wonderful truth about your journey of faith is that no one can debate or argue with you about its
validity. 

Jesus made himself real to you, and you believe it. So know your story, because you have one. Tell your
story, because you can.

We’ve all heard (in this church) the miraculous accounts of people who were delivered and set free from addiction and horrible circumstances. That might be your story today.

But here is the common denominator of all Jesus stories. We were all lost and destined for hell. He came, found us, and offered salvation. We received his gift and, therefore, were saved. Case closed. 

So no one’s testimony is better or more interesting than anyone else’s when the final scene is always the same — we are saved from death and set on the path of God’s kingdom in and through a relationship with Christ.

In our “140 characters or less” Twitter culture, a precise, powerful testimony is best. Here’s a simple flow for sharing your story: 
1. In one minute or less, tell about your life before you came to Christ. Share your circumstances, the struggles, and the questions you had. What path were you on before Jesus?  
2. In one minute or less, tell how you came to faith in Christ. Who shared with you? What circumstances surrounded the decision? How did you know this was the right choice? 
3. In one minute or less, tell how Christ has changed you. What differences has he made? How has life changed after crossing the line of faith? 
4. In one minute or less, tell what God is doing in your life right now. Even if you became a Christian twenty years ago, God is constantly working in you, so share what he is doing now, what he is showing you, and how you are growing.
You may find it helpful to take a half hour to write this out. Three to five sentences per point will usually suffice. 

Write it; learn it; share it.

Paul  Is An Example Of How To Share Our Faith  

He came to know Christ and understood that he died not just for the Jews but for all. That kind of love began to control him. 

Imagine how the apostle Paul must have felt. He was a Jew through and through. And Jews saw Gentiles as unclean sinners. 

That’s because they didn’t see themselves that way. They saw themselves as righteous and good rule followers who had to stay separate from the sinners. 

Paul thought the same way until the day Jesus blinded him on the road to Damascus and he couldn’t see anything. 

Jesus, the risen Lord, took Paul through his own three day journey of dying to his old self and being resurrected a new person. Eventually he decided he would take the gospel to the Gentiles. 

We tend to think this was easy for Paul. And maybe it was easier for him than for us. But we have to remember he was a Jew. 

He details his credentials in Philippians 3: 

Philippians 3:5-6 (ESV) 5  circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6  as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

How did he move from his comfort zone of Judaism to the strange world of Gentiles? Let’s look at what happened to him in his faith journey.

· He received his sight from Jesus.  

Both literally and figuratively. God opened his eyes to the way he was living his life.

How many remember when God opened your eyes? 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (ESV) 14  For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15  and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

Paul had come to know Christ and understood that he died not just for the Jews but for all. That kind of love began to control him. 

And because it did we find the second reason his sight has changed: 

· He saw people differently. 

He saw them as Jesus sees them.  

When a person comes to know the love of Christ his eyesight changes. Now when we see other people we see them as Jesus did. We see them as people he came to die for, as sheep without a shepherd. 

Paul moved out of his comfort zone because he began to see things differently. We need to see people as Jesus sees people. But that’s not all.

· He found common ground with people. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 9:22 he says “I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some.” 

In other words Paul found common ground with the people he encountered instead of expecting them to meet him where he was.

What did that look like? When he was with Jews he let his Jewish background flow. When he was with Gentiles he took an interest in them. He even used his Roman name. 

When we first meet Paul in the book of Acts he is called “Saul.” “Saul” is the Hebrew name his parents had given him. 

But his father was also a Roman citizen so Saul also had the Latin name “Paul.” 

When after his conversion Saul determined to take the gospel to the Gentiles he stored his Hebrew name away and unpacked his Roman name and started using it with the Gentiles.

Finding common ground is what Jesus did with people. He met Matthew at his office. He hung out with Peter and Andrew at the fishing hole. He went to weddings and parties and festivals. He listened to people and heard their stories. He found common ground with them. 

And we can too. Favorite restaurants can be a starting place for conversations. Maybe a sports venue. A neighborhood block party or a book club can all be ways to interact with people around us who are outside the faith. We learn from Jesus and Paul to find common ground with people.

Once common ground was established…

· He shared his story (Acts 9:1-19; Acts 22:6-21; Acts 26:12-18). 

Paul’s story is recorded several times in the New Testament. At some point when the time was right Paul would tell people about his life. 

That’s what people do. It’s a natural part of a relationship. And in that story you can do what Paul did—tell how you met Christ and what he has meant to your life.   

Your story and mine may not be quite as dramatic as being on the road to Damascus but we were on the road to “nowhere” when we met Jesus. 

We may not have known it. But remember, now we don’t see according to the flesh anymore. 

We see that this life is a dress rehearsal for the next and we have a purpose beyond the grave.

When you read the story of Paul’s conversion you probably remember it easily. That’s because it is concise and told as a story. 

You and I have a story to share too and we would do well to follow Paul’s example. It would be wise to write out your story, practice it until you can tell a good tale, and keep it short.

The subject of sharing your faith and getting out and rubbing shoulders with people who are nonbelievers may make you uncomfortable. 

That’s because over time most believers begin to spend less time with nonbelievers and more time with believers. The Pharisees did that and things didn’t turn out too well for them.

Somewhere along the way we forgot we were given an assignment. 

Back in the 2 Corinthians 5 passage Paul also wrote: 

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 (ESV) 17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18  All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19  that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

As the old cliché goes, our assignment is to know Christ and make him known. 

We get anxious because we are afraid we won’t know what to say or know enough scripture or that we won’t be able to answer the hard questions. Instead of just “being” our anxiety makes us do funny things.

You can share your story in three acts: 

· Act 1. Tell what your life was like before you came to know Jesus. What was going on in your life at the time? What were you pursuing? What struggles did you face?
· Act 2. Tell how you came to know Christ. Most people came to Christ through a friend or a relative and your story is probably the same. Talk about how that happened and what moved you to follow him.
· Act 3. Tell how Jesus has changed you. What difference has he made? And what is he doing in your life right now? 

Break up into groups of 3 – and everyone share a 1 minute testimony with your neighbor.  If you are not a Christian and don’t have a testimony – just tell everyone you are going to pass.
2. Share the Scriptures
Since God’s Word has the plan of salvation, then share those verses. This particular method is known as the Roman Road. 
1. Why do we need salvation?
• Romans 3:10: “As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one.’ ”
• Romans 3:23: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
No one can get to God on his or her own. We all miss the mark of righteousness. 
2. What hope do we have?
• Romans 5:8: “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
• Romans 6:23: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Out of his great love, God gave the gift of his Son to offer us eternal life. 
3. How can we be saved?
• Romans 10:9 – 10: “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.”
• Romans 10:13: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
`
Believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and salvation is yours.

Paul’s letter to the Romans contains other follow-up verses (e.g., 5:1; 8:1, 38 – 39), but these three simple steps
are enough to lead someone to faith in Christ.

There are no magic words to save us; just a simple prayer from the heart will do. Here is a sample prayer of salvation:
Heavenly Father, I confess I am a sinner in need of a Savior. Please save me. Come into my life and change me. I want to spend eternity with you. Thank you for dying on the cross for me. Thank you for the new life you offer me now. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Regardless of how you choose to deliver the good news of the gospel, the most important element is that you are willing to share your faith. If you are willing and ready, God will bring the opportunities.

Can you recall the last time you shared Christ or at least told someone how important your faith is to you? When was the last time you invited someone to belief in Christ?

In the Christian walk, nothing is more exhilarating than letting people in on the difference God makes and how true life is found in Jesus. 

And then when we get to be a part of someone crossing the line of faith and taking hold of eternal life, it just doesn’t get any better. When we are able to see someone point his or her life not only to God’s kingdom but also to God’s abundant life now, we fulfill the very reason God has us here.

We must always keep in mind how much God wants to save people. The criminal on the cross said to Jesus, “Remember me when you come into your kingdom” — to which Jesus miraculously responded with, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” Lk. 23:42-43 

This two-sentence exchange shows the deep longing in the heart of God to rescue people from sin and eternal death. We must simply join him in his work by sharing what he has done for us.
Closing Thoughts about Key Practices
I once heard a story about a man who attended an art show. He was amazed at a life-size statue of a lion. The details and scale were incredible. The man approached the sculptor, who was standing nearby, and asked, “How in the world were you able to fashion a lion so detailed out of a block of stone?” The artist smiled slyly and answered, “Well, it’s easy, really. I simply chipped away everything that did not look like a lion.”

God is methodically and continually chipping away everything on us that does not look like his Son — the Lion of Judah. He is continually shaping and molding each of us into his image.

God’s goal is that by the time we leave this world and enter his, we look as much like Christ as possible. Once we enter heaven, we receive our glorified bodies and are fully formed into his image. But as we’ve repeatedly stated, the reason to become like him now is so we can influence as many of our neighbors as possible to join us in his kingdom.

The ten “What Should We Do?” practices are some of the primary actions of Jesus — those movements of his, are the activities that shape us to become like Jesus. 

But the story doesn’t end there. Just before His return to heaven, Jesus told His followers, Acts 1:8 (ESV) 8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Matthew 5:16 (ESV) 16  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

1 Peter 3:15 (ESV) 15  but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 

Since God wants everyone to be saved from sin and death, He sometimes sets us some “divine appointments” for us. 

He puts us in places where we can share our faith by our words and our actions with people who need to hear or see it right then. 

The Jewish slave girl in the house of Naaman didn’t miss her divine appointment (2 Kings 5).  Don’t miss those opportunities.
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