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INTRODUCTION
We’re in the midst of a 30-week long series called Believe, taking a journey through the critical beliefs, practices, and virtues of the Christian faith, spending 10 weeks on each of those three. Today, we begin Week 19 (#9 of the practices). Up to this point, we’ve (re)discovered some basic practices like worship, prayer, and Bible study, but we’ve also taken a fresh look at a couple of really difficult (difficult because they cut to the core of our affections), but extremely important practices called single-mindedness and surrender. 
All five of those practices were focused on our love for God. These are things we do to grow and express our love for God: worship, prayer, Bible study, single-mindedness, and surrender. The last few weeks we’ve been looking at more outward-focused practices – actions that express God’s love for people. Things like community, spiritual gifts that God has given us to love others well, and last week we had a panel discussion about offering my time to be used for God’s purposes. 
Today, we are talking about the practice of giving my resources. That’s kind of a PC way of saying we’re talking about money. For years, as a pastor, I would never talk about money. And when I did, I always did so sheepishly; kinda embarrassed to even bring it up because I had a lot of personal baggage from my past. I grew up in a church that abused money. Imagine every caricature you’ve ever seen of TV preachers manipulating viewers into giving; promising monetary blessings in return for “giving in faith;” and you’d have a pretty accurate portrait of the church I grew up in. It was not uncommon for them to pass the offering plate around 3-4 times until everyone felt shamed into emptying their pockets. For years after leaving that church, any time money was ever mentioned in church I would go back to that place, stewing with anger and bitterness. This continued on even after I became a pastor. I would never talk about money in my first church and the church, the people, and myself all suffered as a result. 
Maybe you have baggage too. You’ve seen ministers and churches greedy for personal gain, misusing money and abusing people in the process. So, like me for years, anytime money is mentioned in church, you clinch up. “Here it comes,” you think. And “There I go!” right out the door. 
Or maybe that’s not your issue. Maybe your issue is the opposite. You’ve just never heard any good teaching or reason why you should give your money. So you don’t. It’s your money. You earned it. You worked hard for it. You have bills to pay and mouths to feed. Fair enough.
Then there’s another group of you that are dabblers. You’ve dipped your toe in, giving a few dollars here and there, but never with any real regularity or sacrifice. Perhaps, you want to give more, you just can’t imagine how it would ever be possible on your budget. I understand. 
I understand because I’ve been in all three places. I’ve seen money abused in church, I never for years ever heard any good teaching on the topic, and we dabbled in giving for years – doing it when we could instead of when we should. 
But then something changed… in me. 
THE GIVER
I began to realize that the Bible actually says quite a lot about money. 
· 16 out of 38 of Jesus’ parables.
· 1 out of 10 verses in the Gospels. 
· Over 2,000 Bible verses total.
· The Bible talks about money and possessions more than just about any other topic. 
It’s not actually that God is so concerned with money, but rather that He knows that we are. So He has a lot to say about the proper place and use of this necessary resource.
But it wasn’t any of those 2,000+ verses on money (or all of them combined) that changed my mind on money. It was something much simpler, more basic that probably just about everyone in this room has heard before. Several years ago when I was reading this passage I had an epiphany. 
“For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16, NLT)
This is the core of the Christian message: God gave. We couldn’t buy it. We didn’t earn it. We didn’t deserve it. But God gave anyway.
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. (Ephesians 2:8-10, NLT)
God is fundamentally a gift-giver. It is not just something He does. It is something He is. Generosity is rooted in the character of God. 
Everything is a gift from God.
· Life
· Salvation
· Spiritual Gifts
· Time
· Money
Every gift God gives is not just for our benefit, but for the benefit of others: “so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”  God gives to us so that we can give to others. God expects us to be re-gifters. 
We give because God has given everything for us and to us.
We give – not because we should, or even because we could – because we’ve received. 
For me anyway, I realized that the reason I struggled so much with giving was because I didn’t truly understand receiving. 
Now there are two ways to receive something. You can either receive something with a closed hand – “It’s mine! You’ll have to rip it out of my cold dead hand!” Or an open hand – “It’s yours! I’m just borrowing it.”   
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him.” (Psalm 24:1, NLT) 
Everything belongs to God. We’re just borrowing it. We’re living in borrowed bodies on borrowed time with borrowed resources. 
HOW TO LIVE GENEROUSLY
Giving and generosity are not synonymous. 
Giving is the action. Generosity is the attitude behind the action. 
Giving is an event – you give to a cause, a benefit, fundraiser, etc. But generosity is a lifestyle. 
Our God is a generous God and He wants us to be more than just occasional givers. He wants us to live generously. 
1. Check your motivation
God gives because God loves. He loves YOU (the world) so much that He gave everything He has to save you (it). Love is God’s sole motivation for giving. 
What is your motivation for giving or not giving? 
You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” (2 Corinthians 9:7, NLT)
Love has to be the motivation for giving. Not pride, pressure, obligation, or a tax-deduction. We can give grudgingly, sparingly, or regrettably. Or we can give joyfully, generously, and radically. 
But then we have to ask ourselves: what is my motivation for not giving? Is it fear (we won’t have enough for ourselves), greed (we want more for ourselves), selfishness (we care more about our needs than the needs of others)? 
Jesus says: 
“Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.” (Matthew 6:21, NLT) 
“No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” (Matthew 6:24, NLT) 
There is a direct connection between love and money; an invisible chain that runs from our hearts to our wallets. What you do with your money shows what/who you love. God doesn’t actually want your money. He wants your heart. But your heart is directly connected to your wallet. 
Take this for instance: there are nearly 1 billion under-nourished people in the world today. At the same time there are over 1,000 billionaires in the world. That’s not an issue of economics, race, or geography. It’s a heart issue. We don’t give because we don’t love. It’s not that we’re totally heartless, but our inability to be give is a direct correlation to the depth and direction of our love.
2. Develop an attitude of gratitude
 “Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18, NLT) 
Generosity flows from gratitude. It is impossible to be generous if we are not grateful. 
Grateful people are thankful for whatever they have for however long they have it. They see themselves as undeserving, so they are able to find, enlarge or create a blessing in almost any situation. They realize that it’s all God’s, so they live with an open-hand, realizing that it can be taken or given away at any moment, so they with an attitude of gratitude.  
Conversely, ungrateful people look at what they don’t have or what’s been taken away and they complain or get angry about it. They live with a sense of entitlement. They deserve good things and don’t deserve bad things. So, miraculously, they are able to find, enlarge, or create a burden in almost any situation. They think that everything they have is theirs, so they live with a closed-hand, in fear of losing what they have.
Grateful people realize that every good gift comes from God.
“Whatever is good and perfect comes down to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow.” (James 1:17, NLT) 
Everything is a gift: Food, job, house, clothing, car, spouse, kids, health, breath, life, etc. 
When you realize that you have been given everything, you can be grateful for everything. 
When you realize that you have been given everything, you can give anything. 
3. Trust the Owner to Provide
Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you. (2 Corinthians 9:6-8, 10, NLT)
If we give sparingly, we receive sparingly. And if we give generously, we are promised we'll receive generously.  God is promising to replenish our ability to give so that the more we give, the more we’ll have to give and the more opportunities we’ll have to be generous. God delights in blessing us so that we can bless others. 
We don’t give to GET. We get to GIVE. 
God owns everything. We own nothing. If we live with an open hand, God will freely place things in it, freely take things out of it, and freely replenish it. 
PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS
Epiphany Station exists to love God. Love people. Period. There is a direct connection between our hearts and our wallets; between our love and our money. For that reason, radical generosity is part of our Code. It’s in our DNA. 
The Radical Code (open hand): Epiphany Station exists to show our love for God by sharing His love with others by giving generously of our time, talents and treasure to help those in need, further Christ’s mission and vision for His church, and participate in God’s Kingdom Reign wherever He is at work.
“We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us. So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters. If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person? Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.” (1 John 3:16–18, NLT) 
Generosity is one of the most tangible expressions of God’s love in us for others. You can’t just say you love God or love people and not be generous with your resources.  You have to put your money where your mouth is.
That’s why I am so happy and proud to be a part of Epiphany Station. I have never seen a need go unmet here. It just continues to amaze me, quite frankly. 
This past week is a prime example. Someone stopped in this week and handed me a check for $500 for the youth group. I didn’t even know there was a need, but this couple did! 
More examples:
· Jesus Storybook Bibles gifted
· Towses’ staying at Kevin’s
· Gausses receiving $1,000 before vacation and money for our basement. 
· People have given money, cars, vacations, plane tickets, gift cards, food, time, talent, etc. 
· Adoption Fund = $21,580 (4 year AC total ≈ $60K)
I am happy to say that Epiphany Station does indeed put its money where its mouth is! 
There’s a bunch of you here who live generously. You are motivated by love, exhibit an attitude of gratitude, and trust God to replenish your resources. You have experienced great joy in giving.
My hope and God’s desire is that every person here would discover this great joy in living generously. 

