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Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.”  But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?”  And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”
Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’  Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, 
‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’  But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

A man felt that he was being mistreated by his brother with regard to their inheritance.  It seems that money and family, when mixed, often cause trouble, back in Jesus’ day and still today.  (Fait Funeral home story)
  A Scottish proverb tells us Don’t marry for money; you can borrow it cheaper.

An heiress asked her husband:  Do you love me just because my daddy left me a fortune?
Not at all, darling. I would love you no matter who left you the money!

I thought all of my money problems were solved when I hit the lottery.  I won a 3 million dollar prize.  I get 3 dollars every year for a million years.  

Money is one of those things that can make us a little uncomfortable to talk about.  But it didn’t make Jesus uncomfortable.  He talked about money more than he talked about heaven and hell, even more than he talked about prayer.  Why do you think that is?  I think it is because what we do with our money is a reflection of our values and our priorities. Jesus was concerned with our hearts—and he knew that where our hearts are, our treasures would be as well.  So let me ask you this:

In ___ We Trust.  How do you complete that statement?  Well, we all know the answer, we see it every day on our dollar bills.  So I don’t want to ask, how would you complete that statement with words, but how does your life complete that question?  How do your actions and your lifestyle complete that question?  In other words, if someone were to audit not your bank accounts, but your life--follow you around for a few days--examine what you did, how you spent your time and money, how you related to other people, what you pray about and worry about, on and on, how would they answer that question?  Would they say you trust in God?  Or would they say you trust in your job, or your place in the community, or your possessions, or your hobbies, or your vehicle, or your house, or something else?  It's one thing for us to answer with our mouths, "In God we trust."  But it's another thing altogether for us to really live that out--to allow our faith to be so much a part of us that it influences everything we do.

That’s what this parable is really about.  It is played out in the sphere of money.  Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart is.”  But it is about more than that.  It is really about our hearts.  What’s your greatest treasure?  It’s not your money.  It is your heart—your priorities, your time, your talents.  This parable isn’t just about money.  It is about what is important to you.   It’s about what it is that guides your decisions, what it is you think about and dream about.  This theme is played out in the sphere of money for two reasons.  First, what we do with our money is a good barometer of what is important to us.  And second, for so many of us, money is where our heart is.  This is nothing new.  Jesus spent a lot of time talking about money, and do you know why?  Because people have always had problems with it.  Have you?  I have.  I’ve had times in my life, and I’m still tempted today, to place a higher priority on my stuff than on my relationship with the God who gives me life.  People have always had real trouble placing Jesus above their need for money and things.  

Jesus reminds us that whatever it is that we place our faith and trust in is going to influence all that we do.  And he reminds us that our faith should be in him, that once we trust in him for salvation, that He ought to make a difference in the rest of our lives.

This rich man that Jesus tells a story about allowed his faith to influence what he did.  Unfortunately, it was not his faith in God, but his faith in his money.  He was sure that as long as he had enough stuff, he would be all right.  And so he makes getting and keeping stuff his top priority.  In fact, he gets so much stuff that he can't keep it, so he has to build more barns.  He knows that when he gets his barns built, his stuff will be safe, and then he can sit back and content himself with the fact that he has enough stuff to live comfortably for the rest of his life.  
But his story quickly becomes a stark reminder to us all, that no matter how much stuff we have, we cannot take it with us.  None of us knows the hour when our life on this earth will end.  And what becomes of all of our stuff then?  At that point, we are faced with the sudden reminder that more important than whether or not we are rich is whether or not we are rich toward God.

Rich toward God—what does that mean?  How does that look?  I think it means that our priorities are on the things that God wants us to focus on.  I think it means we look at what we have as His, to care for, rather than ours to use.  I think it means that the accumulation of more things is not what drives us, but what drives us is the desire to use all that God has given us in ways that honor Him.

It means that we try and get a new perspective on just what we need to live and be happy in this world. Leo Tolstoy once wrote a story about a successful peasant farmer who was not satisfied with his lot. He wanted more of everything. One day he received a novel offer. For 1000 rubles, he could buy all the land he could walk around in a day. The only catch in the deal was that he had to be back at his starting point by sundown.

Early the next morning he started out walking at a fast pace. By midday he was very tired, but he kept going, covering more and more ground. Well into the afternoon he realized that his greed had taken him far from the starting point. He quickened his pace and as the sun began to sink low in the sky, he began to run, knowing that if he did not make it back by sundown the opportunity to become an even bigger landholder would be lost.

As the sun began to sink below the horizon he came within sight of the finish line. Gasping for breath, his heart pounding, he called upon every bit of strength left in his body and staggered across the line just before the sun disappeared. He immediately collapsed, blood streaming from his mouth. In a few minutes he was dead.

Afterwards, his servants dug a grave. It was not much over six feet long and three feet wide. The title of Tolstoy’s story was: How Much Land Does a Man Need?

How much do we need?  Are we greedy?  I don't think so.  I don't think that next to most anyone I know that I am greedy.  But what about people I don't know.  What about those 20 percent of American children who are growing up poor?  They might think I'm greedy for eating out once or twice a week, for wearing a different shirt every day, for owning two vehicles.  And what about the billions of people in poverty in Africa and India and elsewhere.  They might think I'm greedy for owning just one vehicle, for living in a two story house, for saving money for retirement.  It's a matter of perspective.  And aren't these other folks, with such a different perspective on wealth, God's children, too?  Whose viewpoint, mine or theirs, do you think God agrees with?  Those are tough questions, but I think we’d better ask them.   Are we taking care of what God has given us, or are we building barns?

I don't think I'm anything like the man with all the barns.  But when I sit at the desk at the food bank to check people in, I realize I'm more like him than I am them.  What does that say about my faith?  Am I too busy building barns?  

I don’t mean to say that it is sinful to save.  It’s smart to save, to plan for your kid’s education, and for your retirement, and for a rainy day.  It’s a matter of why we save and why we spend.

British evangelical Sir Fred Catherwood defined greed as “the logical result of the belief that there is no life after death. We grab what we can while we can however we can and then hold on to it hard.”  We people of faith believe in a life everlasting, eternally in heaven.  Believing in that life ought to change the way we live this life.

And…And here’s the theme of today’s chapter.   Believing that life is more than this earth and this time ought to change the way we live.  And it ought to change the way we give.

This week, if you read Chapter 19 of Believe, you read a lot of passages that had to do with giving our resources.  You read passages that showed us that the God who gave us life asks us to honor Him with our giving.  
Now, I want to make one thing very clear.  This is not about fundraising.  A Christian call to give is not a response to the church’s need to receive.  A Christian gives because God first gave to them, and because they trust in God to receive the gift.  That’s why I pray every week when we receive the offering.  Do you pay attention to that prayer?  I don’t say in that prayer anything about the church’s needs.  I don’t mention our light bill or salaries.  
I thank God for all that God has given to us, and ask God to use these gifts in such a way that God’s will might be done.  That’s what giving is all about.

And when it comes to giving, the Bible is very clear on how we are to give.  The Old Testament gives us the concept of the tithe.  You read this week how Jacob, after having his dream of Jacob’s ladder, woke up and decided that he would give 1/10 of all he had to God.  And for many, this is the standard of giving even today.

But the New Testament gives us another direction that I really like.  We find these words in 2 Corinthians 9:7.  Paul was writing to his friends in the church about their giving.  First he commends them on how faithful they’ve been.  Then he encourages them to support God’s work through the church, by writing:  Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

To me, that verse is great direction on giving. As we think this week about our call to give, let’s break this down.  Who should give?  Each of you.  How much?  Paul does not mention the tithe here.  Some say he didn’t have to because it was expected.  What he does say is to give what you’ve decided in your heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion.  In other words—think about it.  Talk about it with your spouse if you’re married.  Take it seriously.  Decide in your heart.  I love that line that we shouldn’t be under compulsion.  Don’t worry about what other people think.  Your giving is not for their sake.  I remember one time that I gave under compulsion.

Finally, I think the way that Paul ends this verse is some of the best advice on giving.  God loves a cheerful giver.  Are you a cheerful giver?  Does your giving make you happy?  If so, you’re probably doing it well.  There’s two reasons our giving wouldn’t make us happy.  Maybe we’re giving too much, and we’re hurting our family.  That would not make me cheerful.  If that’s the case, adjust.  The other reason our giving wouldn’t make us cheerful would be if we know we’re not being the faithful giver God calls us to be.  If that’s the case, it’s probably time to pray about it, think about it, talk about it in your family, and as Paul says, decide in your heart.

These past few weeks have challenged us to think about the ways that God calls us to share.  Two weeks ago, we talked about spiritual gifts.   Each of us is made capable of serving and sharing who we are in such a way that the church is strengthened and God’s work is done.   Last week, we talked about sharing our time.  Each of us can use some of the precious minutes, hours, days, and years that God has given us to make a difference in this world.  And today, we talk about our resources.  All of these go together.  It is up to us to find those ways that we can use our gifts, our time, and our resources so that we accomplish something more than building barns.  I don’t know about you, but I want to trust in God enough that I offer to God my gifts, my time, and my resources.  I want to trust God enough that I believe God can use my resources more wisely than I can.  

If you’ve been reading Believe these past weeks, you know that at the beginning of each chapter, there is a key idea.  This week’s key idea is this:  “I give to fulfill God’s purposes.”
Not I give because everyone else does.  Not I give because I feel guilty.  Not I give until it hurts.  Not I give because the church needs it.  
I give to fulfill God’s purposes.  That is a high calling.  That is a statement that reflects the slogan on each of our coins:  In God we trust.  

I give to fulfill God’s purposes.  That’s why I give.  And I think that if that is the reason behind the giving we do, that God’s purposes will be done, here at Grace church, and here in our lives, and here in our world.  

I hope that you and I and us together as Grace Church will always appreciate the blessings God has for us, and believe that God knows best, and trust in God with our giving, so that we can give to fulfill God’s purposes.
