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Matthew 28:19-20
God ordained his church and has given us a mission.  That is why we are here.  Not as an entity to exist in and of itself, but as a tool to reach the world for Christ.
Has God been placing a burden on your heart in relation to how you use your time?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is there an activity you believe God is calling you to add to your schedule?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2 Corinthians 8: 1-4
What does this verse say to you about giving? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As you think about your patterns of spending and giving, ask yourself these questions:
What priorities are evident in my spending and giving?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Where am I pleased with regard to my giving?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Where am I disappointed?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Want to start tithing?  Here is what will happen.
_________________.  Hearing the Word of God and feeling led to be    obedient in this area of your life.
_________________.  Ready to go.  Why have I waited so long?
_________________.  Actually, this seems a little crazy.  
_________________.  Okay, here’s how I think this should work.
_________________.  Maybe my hearing isn’t so good.
_________________.  The excitement returns?
Malachi 3:10
The tithe is important because it does a supernatural work in our hearts, and that is what God is after…our hearts.  God is not after our money.  He doesn’t need it.  But our treasure is tied to our hearts so God goes through the treasure to get to our hearts.
Reflection and action.
What am I going to do as a result of hearing today’s message?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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I give my resources to fulfill God’s purposes.

Today, we are going to talk about our resources.  In simple terms, we’re going to talk about time and money. 
But it makes sense to begin a discussion on resources by first talking about The Church.
Turn with me to Matthew chapter 1…Genealogy.  Three groups each with 14 generations from Abraham to Jesus.  Each group separated by specific events in Jewish history.
What is interesting about this passage is that the final group only has 13 generations listed.  There are a number of thoughts and ideas around this but one suggestion is that the last name, the final generation if you will, is the Church.
When Christ returned to the father he birthed the final generation…he birthed the church.  
Until Christ returns we live in what is called the church age.  The church is God’s choice to reach the world for Christ.  That is why we are here.  So what is the purpose of the church?
Look at what it says in 28:19-20.
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Dana Robert in her work entitled Christian Mission: How Christianity became a World Religion says:
“The idea of “mission” is carried through the NT by 206 references to the term “sending”.  The main Greek verb for “to send” is apostellein.  Thus apostles were literally those sent to spread the Good news of Jesus Christ.”
She goes on to say: “Despite intermittent opposition from the Roman authorities, from Jewish religious leaders, and from adherents of Greek and Roman gods, early followers of “The Way” organized themselves into gathered communities called ekklesia or churches.  Dozens of different biblical expressions were used to describe the public witness of the missionary ekklesia such as “light to the world”, “salt of the earth” and “city on a hill”.  Churches therefore were both the products of mission and the organizational network behind further spread of the message.”
God ordained His church and has given us a mission.  That is why we’re here. Not as an entity to exist in and of itself but as a tool to reach the word for Christ.
Think of it in a modern day analogy…
What is the purpose of NASA?  Is it to build command centers and launch pads?  No, the purpose is not simply to maintain an organization and an infrastructure.  The purpose of NASA is to launch rockets and send people into space.  The same is true with the church.  Our church is the launch pad. 
The infrastructure is here to support the purpose and the mission of the church.
So, with that as a background, let’s talk about how we are called to invest our time and resources in God’s church.

First…TIME.
Unlike financial resources, which vary from person to person, time is a resource that we all have in exactly equal measure.  Every week we each have 168 hours.  No more, no less.  You can’t buy, borrow or steal more time.  168 hours per week.  That’s it.  
So the question is, how do you use this finite resource?
We all have obligations.  We work, we raise families, and we nurture friendships.  These things are all good and all ordained by God.
But our life in Christ has to have an impact on our priorities because as Christians we have a special and unique call on our lives.  In his companion book to Believe, Randy Frazee says, “Simply put, our calendars must be redeemed not long after our souls are redeemed.  The fact is that we all have available time to invest beyond our God-ordained obligations.  We do have choices.
Bill Hybels in his book Simplify talks about developing a God-First calendar.  At the beginning of each month he would go before the Lord and ask him for direction as he developed his schedule and sought to determine God’s priorities for him.

If you lay your schedule before God the Holy Spirit will prompt you and guide your decision making.   If you honestly seek God’s will in this area of your life He will show you where He needs you.  It is not a game of hide and seek.  And it is not a matter of doing more or adding more.  We are simply surrendering our time to God.
(Pause)
Think about what we just discussed in terms of the purpose and mission of the church.  Then ask yourself, what is my role in this mission?  How does God want to use me to fulfill the purpose of the church?  What activity will I need to possibly sacrifice in order to be more fully involved in the mission of the church?  
Take a look at your message note sheet.  Look at the first two questions and write down just a word or two for each.  Something that you can go back to later and consider more fully.  Have you been feeling a sense of God’s call on your time?  What activity are you feeling called to add…or to give up.  You see, it’s not about filling up all of your available time, it’s about doing those things that God is specifically calling you to.  What adjustments do you need to make in your schedule to allow for God’s direction?
(Pause)

Now, let’s switch gears and talk about resources…i.e. Money.  For clarity, since we are addressing two Believe principles in the same week, our time and our resources are separate gifts that we offer to God.  They are not one in the same.  There is no support in Scripture for the idea that we can substitute our time for the resources that we offer to God.  It is not either/or, it is both/and. 
Of the 38 parables of Jesus in the Bible, 16 of them deal with money and possessions.  288 verses in the four Gospels, one out of every 10, refer to money.
From the beginning of Scripture God has mandated that we devote a portion of our resources to the church.  Specifically God requires the tithe.  If we had more time we could explore all of the Biblical principles around money, possessions, etc.  But we don’t.  So what I would like to do is simply jump into a candid and honest discussion about tithing.  
  
Why does God require the tithe?  What is it and why is it so important?  
First, the tithe is defined as 10% of the first fruits of our labor.  In times past, and in some cultures still today, this involved livestock, produce or some other craft.  But in our culture it means money.  We get paid for what we do.  Our income is the fruit of our labor.
Tithing is not meant to be a grim duty, a dry religious exercise, or a punishment.  There are tremendous blessings that go along with tithing, but it is the principle of putting God first in faith that initiates the blessing. 
Author Robert Morris in his book The Blessed Life says, “Hell is plundered by our offerings, and Satan knows it.  The devil hates spirit-led giving because it simultaneously diminishes his kingdom and makes us more like our heavenly father.”
Here are some very interesting numbers.  A few years ago it was calculated that the total income of those that called themselves Christian, that regularly attended church, was $5.2 trillion Income.  Of that $5.2 trillion that group gave $92 Billion.  That’s 1.7%   Can you imagine what the church could accomplish if that number was 10%.  The kind of impact the church could have on this world.
Before we go too much further, let me pause to talk about a few practical issues and questions with regard to the tithe.
First, Scripture tells us to bring the full tithe into the storehouse.  
Exodus 23:19 says, “The choicest of your fruits from the ground you shall bring to the house of the Lord your God.”  
The house of the Lord is also referred to as the storehouse. So what is the storehouse?  In ancient times it was the temple.  It was where the people worshiped.  The same principle holds true today.  We have a lot more temples to choose from but our tithe is to come into the temple in which we choose to worship.  If you are a member here, if this is your temple, then Scripture says that your tithe should come here.
This passage doesn’t tell us that we should give only to the storehouse.  It doesn’t say NOT to give to other ministries.  But the tithe is consecrated to the Lord and for the Lord’s house.

That’s why I wanted to start this message with a discussion about The Lord’s house.  If we view the church not in terms of a structure or just as an organization, but with a defined and ordained mission and purpose, then we can see why God wants our first fruits to go to His house.
Next topic…net verses gross.  This one is tough to find in Scripture because there was no such thing as “net income”.  Net income is a very 20th century concept.  We deceive ourselves if we think that what we deposit in the bank is what we earn.  Jesus said render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto God what is God’s.  He didn’t say render unto God what is left after Caesar takes his portion.  The first fruits of our labor is our gross income.
(Pause)
The tithe represents the ultimate heart test for the believer.
The tithe is important because it does a supernatural work in our hearts, and that’s what God is after, our hearts.  God is not after our money.  But he knows that our treasure is tied to our hearts.  Matthew 6:21 says, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
God goes through the treasure to get to our hearts.
Tithing always requires faith.  So few Christians experience the blessings of tithing because frankly it means giving to God before you see if you’re going to have enough.  That is why tithing is so important.  It is one of the primary ways we acknowledge our faith and trust in God’s provision.   “God, I am going to give you the first and trust you to redeem the rest”
This is hard to say but is it really an act of faith to give 10% after all other bills are paid?  What does that say about our priorities when we willingly pay everybody else first and then see if there is enough left to give God His portion.  That’s why God asked for the First Fruits.  It’s not about the money.  It is about the heart.
2 Corinthians 8:1-4
Abundant joy and their extreme poverty
Begging us earnestly for the privilege!!

We often talk about working up to a tithe.  How you get there is truly a matter between you and God.  But let me show you something.  Turn with me to Malachi chapter 3 verse 10.  This is the only place in Scripture, and the only subject, where God ever issues a challenge to test Him.
So test him.  Test God.  Trust God. The tithe is what God has asked for and requires.  Because, as in all things, God knows we will receive the blessing by living out this act of faith.
Feeling inspired?  Here’s what is going to happen.
It will start with hearing.  You will hear the Word of God and feel led to be obedient to God’s word in this area of your life.
2. Excitement.  You’re ready to go.  I can do this!
3. Fear.  Thoughts will shout in your mind that this is crazy.  Actually, that’s a good sign.  The fact is that almost everything in the Christian life seems crazy to the natural mind.
4. Logic.  You will begin to develop alternate plans and programs that seem much more reasonable.
5. Doubt.  Did I really hear God correctly?  Maybe it was just my imagination.
And then the last step, if you decide to more ahead, will be…
6. Faith.  Excitement returns and that’s when you follow through and obey.
Joe had a problem, so he took it to his pastor.  “Pastor, I am having trouble tithing these days, “he confessed.  “What seems to be the hang-up? His pastor asked.
“Well, back when I made $50/week, I tithed $5, which was easy.  And when I made $500/week, I tithed $50, sometimes.  But now that I make $5,000/week, I’m having a hard time.  A $500 tithe is a lot of money!  Will you pray for me pastor?”  “Sure”, said the pastor, “let’s pray.”  “Father, please reduce Joe’s income back down to $50/week so that he can honor you with the tithe.”
In your outline there are a series of questions listed right after the reference to the 2 Corinthians chapter 8 passage.  Take this home.  Think about these questions.  Spend some time with them.  Lay your heart before God as you honestly seek his direction in this matter.  
But before we conclude I would like you to look at the last question on the outline.  Based on what you have heard and considered here today, what are you going to do?  What action are you being lead to take when it comes to your time and your money?  As we did before, write down just a few words that you can reflect upon and consider more fully in the coming week. 
Finally, write down on your sheet 1 Chronicles 29:10-18.  Read this passage and make it the focus of your devotion this week.
