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    Before we get into our study I want to offer something for all of us think and pray about. In our society money is king. I can talk about being stewards of our time and the abilities that God has given us and rarely does anybody get upset. I can encourage us to consider “all of the time we have each day” is a gift from God and therefore we should consider how He wants us to use it & nobody walks out of church annoyed or exasperated. I can encourage us to consider the abilities we have been given by God and how we can use those gifts to bring Him glory and honor and rarely will anyone roll their eyes at me from the pews. But, I sense, may not be true, but, when I challenge us to examine the Scriptures concerning the use of our money hands automatically clinch our checkbooks and hearts become like teflon. Men tune me out by saying, "I work hard for my money and ain’t nobody gonna tell me what to do with it." We as Americans have a real problem with money. We have taken a view of ownership rather than stewardship when it comes to our money. I will assure you that this is a major contributor to the problem plaguing us at the present time. We who believe so much in doing what we think is best with our money filed more bankruptcies this last decade than any other time in our nation’s history. The question has to be asked, "Do we really know what is best when it comes to taking care of our money? How to spend it, how to save it, and how to give and where?" I don’t think so.
    The poor management of America’s finances is troublesome and perilous for us as a nation, but it is deadly for the followers of Jesus. I can say without hesitation that there is absolutely nothing that will ruin our witness as a follower of Jesus more quickly than financial mismanagement.  It is challenging to share our faith in front of creditors who we do not or cannot pay? Let’s begin our study.

Since you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you — see that you also excel in this grace of giving.			2 CORINTHIANS 8:7

    For children, there is a big difference between “have to” and “get to.” “You have to go to the doctor for a shot.” “You have to wait here and be quiet until I’m done.” “You get to go out for ice cream.” “You get to pick out a toy at the store because you were so patient.” Early on, we learn to draw a line to divide activities we perceive to be fun or boring, good or bad, positive or negative.
As adults, we still experience plenty of “have to’s” and “get to’s” in life. But some of these areas can move from one extreme to the other, depending on the person and their circumstances. Giving certainly fits such a description — particularly giving to the church. One person finds great joy in giving regularly to support Kingdom ministry, while another views it as a heavy burden. But what marks the difference in the two perspectives? What draws the line between joy and drudgery or delineates the boundary between generosity and greed?
KEY QUESTION: How do I best use my resources to serve God and others?
    Historians tell us when soldiers in the Middle Ages came to faith in Christ and were baptized, the event often came with a unique twist. The warrior would keep his right arm up out of the water. The symbolic point intended was that the arm used for wielding his sword and killing would not be committed and surrendered to the Lord, as was the rest of his body. This decision was certainly an odd attempt to show that the left hand didn’t know what the right hand was doing.
Today it seems many Christians hold their right arms out of the water as well — but with their wallet or purse in hand, as if to say, “Lord, you can have everything . . . except my money!” In his first letter to Timothy, Paul warns:
Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.     1 Timothy 6:9 - 10
Of the thirty-eight parables of Jesus in the Bible, sixteen of them deal with how to handle possessions; all told, 288 verses in the Gospels — one out of every ten — refer to money. Over two thousand Bible verses talk about our personal resources, compared with approximately 500 on prayer and fewer than 500 on faith. We can’t conclude from these statistics that Jesus’ heart was focused on money, but rather that he knew ours would be. His teaching continually directs us toward using all we have — including our money and our possessions — to love Him and love others.
KEY IDEA: I give my resources to fulfill God’s purposes.
    God’s great grace should move us to think, not as though we are required to give, but as though we are privileged to give. The apostle Paul writes, “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”   2 Corinthians 9:7 

Break it down:
	Who - Each of you - whose left out? Whose included?   No one & everyone!
	Do What - should give - no other option made available; no exceptions made!
	How - DECIDE in your heart - thoughtful choice made under the influence of the 						one who/WHO sits on the throne (of affection & 							authority)
	How - not reluctantly or forcibly - thoughtful choice should influence healthy 						       emotions
	Why - God loves a cheerful giver - do you liked to be appreciated! God is proud of 							His kids when they reflect His heart. 
    The two most significant examples in the Bible of generosity did not come from the rich, but from to widows: one gave her mite (value today $2) - the other gave a meal. With one Jesus taught a lesson with the other he saved a prophet!
As devoted followers of Christ, our daily prayer becomes, Lord, how do you want me to use the resources you have entrusted to me? This includes our wallets and purses — the cash, checkbooks, debit cards, credit cards, savings accounts, and all our other resources.
This practice is directly tied to the belief of stewardship - Key Truth #9: I believe everything I am and everything I own belong to God. Therein lies our dividing line. Do we perceive our money, our resources, to be God’s or ours?
When Jesus redeems our souls, he can also redeem our financial management, debt, savings, investing, and giving. Our checkbooks, credit cards, savings accounts, stocks, bonds, and 401(k)s should all come under his authority and leadership.
As a pastor, I’ve counseled people on this topic for many years, and I can safely say that what keeps many Christians from giving isn’t really their lack of desire, but rather an abundance of personal debt. All too often, debt comes not so much from medical bills from unforeseen illnesses or unavoidable tragedies - - as from intentional choices to accumulate stuff, which then places an almost unbearable burden for many years and prevents true freedom and blessing in giving to God and his kingdom.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches, “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” (Matt. 6:24) Sadly, while many Christians today would say they love God and desire to serve him, their devotion must go to “serving” the payments demanded each month. Jesus’ words are as accurate today as the day he first said them.
As we have stated with other key ideas, we give our resources with an eternal reason at the forefront — to fulfill God’s purposes. Money will never save anyone’s soul, but funds are needed to support ministries that reach people all over the world with the gospel of Christ. If we believe the only thing that will matter in heaven will be what we have done for Christ here on earth, then the vast majority of the money to go through our hands will not count for much — except what has been given to build Christ’s kingdom. 
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
• We intentionally give a percentage of our financial resources to fuel the purposes of God and his kingdom.
• We intentionally make available the material resources God has entrusted to me (home, car, clothes, tools, food) to fulfill God’s purposes in the lives of others.
Here is a valuable exercise. Take out your checkbook register and last month’s credit card bill. Walk through the past thirty days and categorize your expenses. While potentially painful, I can promise it will benefit you in the days ahead. Ask yourself these questions: 
	1. What patterns or tendencies do I see? 
	2. What priorities are evident in my spending? 
	3. Where am I pleased with regard to my money management? 
	4. Where am I disappointed with my findings? 
	5. What changes should I consider making?
Illustr:  The day the church treasurer resigned, the church asked the local grain elevator manager to take the position. He agreed under two conditions. That no treasurer’s report would be given for the first year. That no questions be asked about finances during that year. 
    The people were surprised but finally agreed since most of them did business with him and he was a trusted man. At the end of the year he gave his report: 
· The church indebtedness of $228,000 has been paid. 
	* The minister’s salary had been increased by 8%. 
	* The Mission Program gifts has gone up 200%. 					   	* 	* There were no outstanding bills. 								       	* And there was a cash balance of $11,252! 				                                               
    Immediately the shocked congregation asked, "How did you do it? Where did the money come from?" He quietly answered: "Most of you bring your grain to my elevator. Throughout the year I simply withheld ten percent on your behalf and gave it to the church in your name. You didn’t even miss it!" "Do you see what we could do for the Lord if we were all willing to give at least the tithe to God, who really owns it?" The new treasurer had made his point.

As you lay your finances before the Lord, ask, “Am I using the resources you’ve given me to accomplish your purposes?” If the answer is yes, thank God for his wisdom and provision for you, and continue to grow in giving. If the answer is no, then self-condemnation and regret are not the proper responses. The very good news is that God, who is faithful and just, will forgive you, and he is ready to help you direct your energy to the transformation of how you use your money.
So where do we start?
We go back to the heart. There’s a decision to make. Whom will we serve? Ponder again these words of Jesus: “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”   Matt. 6:24 

One man stated it well in his financial testimony: “I used to think I couldn’t afford to give to God, but once I started, God blessed me so much I could no longer afford not to!”
If you don’t already know this key kingdom principle, now is the perfect time to receive this truth: God has his own economy. He doesn’t have to rely on the current condition of any nation to bless his people, and he isn’t limited by anyone’s actions. He can produce what he needs to provide, exactly when he desires to bring it forth. The people who have read the Scriptures on giving and decided to take God at his word also testify to the miracles he has shown when they put their trust in him and placed all their resources into the center of his economy. Remember, we are in the world, but not of it! Whether it takes us a few months or a few years of faithful obedience to get our financial house in order, God has the unique ability to multiply what his people offer him and bless what he is given access to. 

To assist in the process we offer 2 programs of Bible study and practical financial advice:
	Financial Peace University  and  Crown Ministries
The Bible has much to say about the use of finances: it’s not all about giving, but also about saving, about sharing, about budgeting, actions and attitudes. 


