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For the past four years I have been mentoring a young boy at our local schools. One of our routines is me bringing him ChickFilA for lunch. Because I’ve been doing this for four years I’ve developed a friendship with a lady that works the drive through. She’s always friendly, has a smile on her face, and asks about “our boy” as she calls my mentee.

The week before Christmas I was picking up lunch and saw Ms. Jesse. I asked her how she was doing and if she was getting time off for Christmas. She said “yes” and mentioned that she was off from her other job too. I didn’t know she was working two jobs. It made me more aware of her situation and I left thinking she would be a good candidate for our Special Christmas Offering.

That night I wanted to make good use of my time so I started scrolling facebook. Sometimes it pays off to scroll facebook. I came across a post that said, “Let’s Give Ms. Jesse A Little Christmas Joy!” These words were on a placard sign hung on a ChickFilA cow.

When I read further I saw that it was a GoFundMe campaign for the Ms. Jesse I knew (http://www.gofundme.com/is8hmk).  But the campaign had just ended so I missed out on taking part. The original goal was $1000 and the total raised was $4830. The next morning she was presented a check for the money raised in 18 days by 115 people. People gave their resources to help ease another person’s load.

GoFundMe was launched on May 10, 2010 and is the world’s #1 crowdfunding platform for personal causes and life-events.”[footnoteRef:1] “Crowdfunding” is the practice of funding a project or venture by raising monetary contributions from a large number of people, typically via the internet. [1:  http://www.gofundme.com/about-us/] 


The Apostle Paul did a little crowdfunding himself but had to use face to face appeals and letters. We read about it in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9. Here’s the cause Paul was raising money for: the Jerusalem church and it’s poor.

The Christians in Jerusalem were struggling financially. The Jews in Jerusalem may have isolated Christian Jews from the economic system. It’s one form of persecution they may have endured. Also, we know from Acts 11:28 and from the Jewish historian Josephus that there was a famine in Judea between A.D. 44 and 48.[footnoteRef:2]  That may have been part of the reason for the poverty among the Christians in Jerusalem. [2:  Antiquities iii. 15. 3; xx. 2. 5; 5. 2] 


Paul saw a need and rallied the troops to help out. And many did. “For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. They were pleased to do it …” (Romans 15:27-28). 

You might think that the ones to give are the ones who have the most. You might think that Macedonia and Achaia were living in robust economic times and had plenty of discretionary spending money. Think again. Paul will say in 2 Corinthians that it was out of their “extreme poverty” that they had “overflowed in a wealth of generosity” (2 Cor. 8:2). They were experiencing poverty too but still gave to those in need.

The same holds true today. Listen to these statistics:

Americans who earn less than $10,000 gave 2.3 percent of their income to religious organizations…whereas those who earn $70,000 or more gave only 1.2 percent. … Households of committed Christians making less than $12,500 per year give away roughly 7 percent of their income, a figure no other income bracket beats until incomes rise above $90,000 (they give away 8.8 percent). In fact, in absolute terms, the poorest Christians give away more dollars than all but the wealthiest Christians.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Scrooge Lives! Why we're not putting more in the offering plate. And what we can do about it. Rob Moll/ DECEMBER 5, 2008 http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/december/10.24.html?start=2] 


People who have little in terms of resources tend to give more of their resources. The Macedonians did. 

But the Corinthian church had not. Paul has to challenge them to give. Here’s how he does it:
· He tells the story of the Macedonians as an example of giving (2 Cor. 8:1-5).
· He tells them that Titus is going to help facilitate their giving (2 Cor. 8:6, 16).
· He exhorts them to excel not only “in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you” but also in “this act of grace also.” He’s talking about giving to the Jerusalem poor (2 Cor. 8:7).
· He says that their giving is a proof that their love is genuine (2 Cor. 8:8).
· And finally he reminds them that they had promised to give a year before and now they needed to finish what they started (2 Cor. 8:10; 9:5).

The Corinthians had money. They had resources. They had just not shared them. 
The Macedonians had extreme poverty. They had few resources. They shared what they had.

What was the difference between the two groups? And what is the difference between similar groups in the church today?  Paul points to the basis of what made his GoFundMe campaign for Jerusalem take off in 2 Corinthians 8:9: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”

I’ve known this verse by heart since 1987. We were preparing a team of teens to go to Haiti to work with the impoverished there. We wanted to help the kids understand that as followers of Jesus we sacrifice to help others. This verse seemed better than any others to help them make the connection.

In one of our final gatherings before flying to Haiti we had a team supper. It was a simple meal of rice and beans—similar to what the people they would be serving might have—and they were eager to eat.

But before they could eat they had to quote this verse. And they did. Each one spoke the words of Paul before they took their bowls and were served food. We talked of how Jesus served us so that we could serve others.

Money issues in churches are seldom financial issues. Mostly they are spiritual issues. Giving of our resources happens freely when we see Jesus and his sacrifice. That’s why Paul doesn’t issue this giving to the Jerusalem church as a command (2 Cor. 8:8). That’s why Paul says “Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” He’s content with teaching Christ and letting Christ take root in their lives.

When he does take root giving happens. Jesus’ grace then is the reason for our generosity now.

That’s the difference between stingy churches and generous churches. Generous churches believe what Paul teaches, that “whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully” (2 Cor. 9:6). 

What kind of harvest do you want in your life? Paul isn’t saying that the more you give of your finances the more finances you will receive. He is saying that as you learn to give God will in turn give you all you need. Maybe not all you want, but all you need.

Want to see more of a generous spirit developing in you? Paul gives some wisdom on how that can happen.

First, keep your eyes on Jesus. You won’t give out of compulsion or coercion. But you will give out of a Christ-centered life. He left the riches of heaven and became poor so that you and I can enjoy the riches of heaven. Paul says in Ephesians 1:7 that God in his mercy made us alive when we were dead in our sins, he raised us up with Christ and seated us in the heavenly places, so that he “might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 

When you see what you’ve been given in Christ you will want to give.

But then you will need some practical steps to follow. Paul does not disappoint. In 1 Corinthians 16:2 he implies a few principles for generous giving.

Give on the first day of every week.  We give the first of what God has given us and we give it at the first of the week when Jesus’ people are gathered for worship.

Each one gives. No one is exempted from giving. God has made us stewards of what he has given whether it is little or a lot. If you think you will begin to give “some day” when your income is higher you are mistaken. Jesus taught, “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much” (Luke 16:10). Generosity begins now, not later.

Each one gives prayerfully as they have prospered. Although a common answer to “how much should I give?” is 10% based on a misunderstanding of the nature and purpose of the Old Testament tithe, no amount or percentage is ever required in the New Testament. Instead, each believer is to give from his heart. “Each one should give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” If you’ve never asked God to direct you in your giving, you need to. And whatever he leads you to give, give that cheerfully and honor him with your gift. 

Give extra to extra causes. That’s what this collection was all about. The early churches had weekly needs among their own that they gave towards. But now there is a need that, along with others, the Corinthian church was being called to participate in through their giving. 

And there are extra causes. People who, for no fault of their own, lose their jobs and are struggling to put food on the table until they find the next job. Organizations that need contributions to help feed the homeless and poor. Clinics that exist to help those without insurance and who have low incomes. 

There are plenty of needs. And there are plenty of resources. Those resources are sitting in our bank accounts. When we are overtaken by the grace of Christ in our lives our hold on those resources will loosen as we take a greater hold of him. 

So what do you need to let loose of? A good practice, especially at the start of the year, is to review your budget and your spending patterns. Much of the time when we think we don’t have much discretionary money we in reality do. We just aren’t using much discretion as to where we are spending it!

As we walk back through the past few months we can ask God to show us patterns in our spending. We can start to see where our priorities are in our money habits. If somewhere in our discovery we do not see God as a priority then some changes may be in order.

Remember that Jesus—the one Paul presents as our reason for giving—said we can only serve one of two masters: God or money.[footnoteRef:4] I can tell you from scripture and experience that money makes a miserable master.  [4:  Matthew 6:24] 


Put God first in your giving. 
Let Christ be your example. 
Have a cheerful Spirit in your generosity. 

You’ll find that giving a little Christmas joy can happen throughout the year.
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