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Ecc 3:1-8  For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal;
 a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 
There is an old saying about the blessings that God gives to us that I think applies very well to the gift of time.  The time that God gives to us to walk this earth is God’s gift to us.  What we do with it is our gift to God.  So the question is this:  What are you doing with the gift of time?
We read passages this week that helped us to think about the ways that we use the time that God gives to us. We just heard this well-known passage from Ecclesiastes that reminds us there is a time for everything.  We read from Haggai that we need to use some time for God’s purposes before we satisfy our own.  We read from Matthew 25 that we will be judged on whether we used some of our time to help those who are needy.  Time is a gift, but it is not cheap.  God has desires for what you and I do with each day and each moment we are given.  So, what are you doing with the gift of time?
When you get right down to it, time is all we’ve got.  The most valuable thing we can share with our loved ones is time.  We can give money, we can share resources—and that is important, we’ll talk about that next week.  But the one thing all of us has in equal amounts every day is time.  We can use it for good or bad.  We can value it or we can squander it.  What we don’t want to do is come to the end of it, and regret the ways we’ve used it.  
I don’t know about you, but I want my time to be used for something good.  
I know that I’m tempted to waste it.  
I’m tempted to spend too much time in front of the tv or computer, and not enough face to face with other people.  
I’m tempted to use my time in ways that bring me temporary satisfaction, rather than in ways that make an eternal difference.  The Bible is clear that we will be judged on how we used our time.  So it’s a good question to ask:  What do you do with the gift of time?

Time is a valuable commodity. So valuable, that in the Greek language of the New Testament, there are two words used for time.  And if we understand them, we can better understand the ways we can use this valuable gift.  One was chronos.  Say that with me.  
It’s the word for sequential time or chronological time.  It is time in minutes and seconds.  It is measurable with clocks and calendars.  But there is another way we can think of time.

The second word for “time” is kairos.  Say that with me.
It’s a word used for a window of time, an opportune time, or the right time.  
God’s timing could be described as Kairos.  It has to do with a period of time that opens itself up and we needs to make the most of it when it does.

The problem is we don’t always operate on kairos time.  We fill our calendars with one task or meeting or event after another until it is full.  And because we do, we often miss kairos moments.  We only have so much chronos time.  We have even fewer kairos moments.

That’s why God gives us instruction on how to use the chronos time that we have each day and how to grasp the Kairos moments when God gives them to us.
In Ephesians 5, we find this instruction:  Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. (Ephesians 5:15-16).  In other words, think about what you do with your gift of time.  Make the most of every opportunity.

Jesus was a master at making the most of every opportunity.  He was a master at knowing the difference between chronos time and Kairos time.  Maybe it was easier for him in the days before wristwatches.  But there were times when he was hurried, there were times when chronos time seemed to be of the essence.  There were times when he rushed like an ambulance.  But even in those times of chronos importance, sometimes Kairos interrupted.  And Jesus had this ability that we so often lack—he had the ability to know that God was working outside the stopwatch and the wristwatch.  In Mark 5, we find one of these times in Jesus’ ministry

21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake. 22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 23 He pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” 24 So Jesus went with him.
A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.
30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”
31 “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ”
32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”
Ahh…but wasn’t Jesus supposed to be going somewhere?  Wasn’t the chronos clock ticking?
35 While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?”
36  said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”
37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 38 When they came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39 He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” 40 But they laughed at him.
After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 42 Immediately the girl stood up and began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 43 He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat.
Jesus was an emergency.  “My little daughter is dying, Jesus.”  So he went.  Is there any time when hurrying is more important.  If this was today, the siren would be blaring and the lights flashing.  Jairus would certainly have Jesus’ hand and was leading him through the crowd, the quickest way possible back to his house to save his little girl.  This was a chronos emergency.  Time was of the essence.
But Kairos intervened.  Hurry, hurry, hurry, hurry, stop!  Who touched me?  Another need.  Interrupting what he was doing.  He easily could have seen this as an interruption to be ignored.  But he knew, this was Kairos—this was a God moment.  
Has that ever happened to you?  In the midst of your important thing, there was an interruption?  And what seemed to be an annoyance, a distraction, was really an opportunity to do God’s work.  
That is a Kairos moment,  that is an example of God’s timing intruding upon our own.  And it is in those times, in those moments, when we are so focused on one thing but God calls us to something else, that we need to remember that time is God’s gift to us, and what we do with it is our gift to God.   
So one thing I want to do today is to encourage you to be aware this week of Kairos moments.  Be aware of how God is calling you to use your time for his purposes.
Another thing I’ll ask you to do week regarding time is to not be so concerned with getting what we want, when we want it.  One of the passages we read this week told of Jesus’ refusal to go to Jerusalem and call attention to himself.  It was one of the frustrating things for his followers.  He was always facing this opposition, and they sometimes just wished he would prove he was who he said he was, right now.  But Jesus knew the time was not yet right, so he waited.  
Who likes to wait here?  Not me.  But who wants to be more like Jesus here?  I do.  When I look at Jesus, I see one who was able to wait for God’s timing, and not force things on his own.  And I’ve found in my life that this is always the better way, even when it doesn’t seem like it.
Many of you know that I serve on the Board of Ordained Ministry.  A big part of our work is to interview those who are seeking ordination as pastors, and decide whether to recommend them.  And one of the hardest things we sometimes have to do is tell people no.  What we’ve found, is that we rarely have to say no.  But we do sometimes have to say not now.  Let me tell you about one of our candidates a few years ago.
I won’t go into all the details, but after interviewing young man, the Board was pretty unanimous on two points.  First, we thought he had gifts for ministry and would be a fine pastor.  Second, we thought he wasn’t quite ready.  So we had to tell him to wait.  I’m friends with this guy, and I knew he was crushed at the news.  He had so looked forward to having his interview and being approved, and being ordained that summer.  But we told him to wait.  And along with telling him to wait, the Board gave him a very clear list of things we wanted him to work on.  And we gave him a group of people who would walk with him through the next year and work with him as he prepared for  his next interview.  And when the next year came around, before even coming for his interview, this young man sent us a letter.  He expressed how hurt he had been when he was first told that he was not approved.  But he went on to tell us how much he appreciated that year.  Not at first—at first he was sure we were wrong.  But as he went through that year and worked to hone his gifts and sharpen his skills, he came to know that that year was a gift of time that God gave to him.  And he decided to use it well.  
And yes, he did well in his second interview.  Why??—it was because he allowed God to work, even in what seemed at first like a wasted time of waiting.  Time is God’s gift, and if we let Him, God will work through all of it.
Chronos says I want it now.  Kairos says, what can I do in this moment, on this day, in this stage of life to allow God to work through me?  As followers of Christ, we are called to live in the chronos time, but to grasp those Kairos moments—those “God moments,” and make the most of them.
Two things you can do this week to be a good steward of the gift of time:  First:  be aware of Kairos moments.  Allow God to use the interruptions in your life.  
Second, don’t be afraid to wait.  Is there something you’re waiting for?  Is there something you’re anxious for?  Is there something you can’t wait to happen, or some news you’re afraid to hear?  Let God work in the time of waiting.  
In fact, let God work in all of your time.
All time is God’s time.  God gives some to you and me.  As disciples of Christ—what are you going to do with your gift of time?
