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It’s interesting how we talk about time, measure time, value time. I took some time with our staff this week to brain storm phrases we use that include the word “time.”

	time is on our side.
time heals all wounds 
time is money.
time is of the essence
time is the one thing you can NOT save for tomorrow
time is life
only time will tell…
a devil of a time
time is a great servant but a terrible master
there’s no time like the present
take all the time you need
we’re making good time
make time
make up for lost time 
time well spent
a simpler time
a quiet time
a special time
a waste of time.
time to relax
love is spelled t-i-m-e
give me the time of day
quality time
It’s Howdy Doody time!
It’s party time
Good times
having the time of my life
It's Miller time!!!
time flies when you are having fun

	ran out of time
time bomb
just in time
in due time
when the time is ripe
in His time 
God's timing 
it's about time
in good time
Time’s up
time crunch
overtime
not enough time
time is running out
biding my time 
killing time
two timer
double time
fulltime
halftime
Time!
Time is fleeting
He was a man before his time
She is legend in her own time
time marches on
it’s about time
time and again
keeping time with the beat
on borrowed time 
it is past your time

	running out of time
give me a minute
time waits for no one
time flies
I have nothing but time
a moment in time
in the nick of time
timeless
there is never enough time
If only I had more time 
let’s take a time out
Songs: 
A Moment in Time 
If I could turn back time
Time after time
Time is on my side 
Movies:
Land Before Time
The Time Machine
Time Bandits 
I got all the time I want! I got a time machine! (Back to the Future)




I really like the quote from J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring (The Lords of the Rings #1), where Frodo and Gandalf are talking. 

"I wish it need not have happened in my time," said Frodo. "So do I," said Gandalf, "and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us." 

Key Idea:    I offer my time to fulfill God’s purposes.

Key Verse: Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus (out of respect for, and with power of who he is), giving thanks to God the Father through him.  Colossians 3:17

The context of this verse is Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Like other letters Paul wrote, he takes the first half of the letter to address what God has accomplished for us in the life, death and resurrection. He has accomplished our salvation through our faith in Jesus. We are saved from sin, and we are saved to a new life. He begins this section of Colossians in chapter 3 verse 1. 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God… Colossians 3

Paul calls us to live our lives differently as followers of Christ as dearly loved children. We have a calling to keep our eyes focused on things that are above--to fix our eyes on Christ who lived, died and rose again, and now is seated above.

In Ephesians 5 Paul says to follow God’s example as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. And put aside the sinful acts of the flesh and live as children of the light. 

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. Ephesians 5:15–17

This speaks to our calling as Christians. We speak of calling when we refer to pastors and missionaries. When did you receive your call to ministry? To be honest, we all received a calling when we decided to follow Jesus. Our calling as followers of Jesus should determine everything we do. 

When we talk about offering our time, we are talking about all of our lives, integrating our love for God, our commitment to living like Jesus in every area of our lives. So this morning I want to suggest four ways to offer our time that are very practical and honor God—because we have offered our whole selves to God as living sacrifices. We are totally surrendered and single minded in our desire for God’s will above all else. Our calendar is a reflection of our love for God and love for others, just as our checkbook or bank statement is a reflection of our love for God and others, and our commitment to the purposes of God. 

Last week, when we talked about giving our financial resources we talked about a tithe—setting aside 10% for God’s purposes. But really 100% is managed for God’s purposes—how we spend money, how we steward our bodies, our homes, the creation, is all for God’s purposes. The same is true for our time. We offer our time for God’s purposes. 

I want to use the format of a rule of life (the four quadrant diagram with loving God in the center) which is intended to integrate our lives, to align our lives to God’s purposes. Benedict developed a rule of life in the sixth century which has been adapted by virtually every monastic community since. But his rule of life was not meant for the cloistered life alone. It was intended for all followers of Christ to organize that integrate their lies so that all we do is for the Lord. A rule of life helps us see how we intentionally offer our time to God.
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So, what we do alone and with others, here’s 

Four ways to offer our time:
1. Prayer.
Connecting to God’s presence.

Jesus had a different sense of time. Once the disciples asked Jesus a question and he said, it’s not my time, or it’s not for you to know my time. But Jesus was on his own time schedule from the time he was young. His parents took him from Nazareth to Jerusalem for the festival. When they were leaving Jerusalem they realized Jesus was not with them. They went back to find Jesus in the temple, probably spending time discussing scripture. 

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. Luke 2:41–52

When are the times we are spending time in God’s house, or in God’s presence? This is the broader category of prayer. Prayer is both the set times of talking and listening to God, as well as the ongoing conversation we have with God. 

Its our awareness of God’s presence in our lives. It’s intentionally connecting with God daily, weekly, monthly, alone and together with others.  It’s meeting together weekly for worship and small group. It’s connecting with God through morning prayer or mealtimes. I’m in conversation with God as I enter into a meeting. I set my phone to remind me to pray the Lord’s prayer at noon. I pray with co-workers and at meals and Amy and I have a morning prayer liturgy we use to focus our day, read God’s word and pray for others. I pray with our small group, I pray at meetings. 

What time are you spending in a real time connection with God? The second category is 

2. Relationships.
Loving others. 

The greatest commandment is to love God (prayer) and the second is like it (love your neighbor as yourself). The first two categories make loving God and other a priority through spiritual practices and time we spend. 

Paul writes, Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. Galatians 6:7–10

Doing good for others is giving them time. These relationships begin with my relationship with God and then go to the most important relationships God has called me to. How am I intentionally giving time to the relationships God has called me to?

My marriage. My children and grandchildren. My extended family. My staff. My small group. My neighbors. 

Amy and I set aside Fridays as our day together. We disconnect as much as possible from work related commitments so that we can invest in our relationship together. We may do a project, run errands, plan a trip, sit on the beach, exercise, but we’re spending time together. 

We spend time planning our visits with family. We make our small group a priority. Leave space for spontaneous visits with our neighbors. 

In your workplace there are relationships God is calling you to nurture. God is using you to build Christ-like relationships with vendors and students, while you are contributing to the greater good through your volunteering or your career.

We devote time to relationships within the family of God and our neighbors who are not. Do I see my time golfing with friends, at the ball game, as unto the Lord?

3. Work. 
Contributing my efforts. 

Our video today was from the prophet Haggai. He draws a distinction and has a prophetic word for how we contribute our efforts to the work of God and the work of our own lives:

Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the Lord. 9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house.” Haggai 1:8–9

The distinction is between what we do for God and what we do for ourselves. Our efforts are spent contributing to the ministry of our church as well as taking care of our own homes. 

What is the contribution of your time in building up the ministry of the church and how much is spent elsewhere? 

I believe God has gifted us with spiritual gifts to be used in all of life. You have a particular set of spiritual gifts, heartfelt passion, abilities or skills, personality, and life experience that God has given you to bless, encourage and love the world. Some of that (and for many of us) the most of our effort is spent in the work place. You may sell insurance, but God is using your character and your gifts as a follower of Christ to make a difference in your workplace. The way you stand up for justice, provide for your employees, speak honestly in giving feedback, giving a word of encouragement, being the trusted friend with colleagues. We have a passion for making a difference in the world through our careers or volunteering. We want to address the brokenness of our world with the love of God. 

 Discovering My SHAPE (http://www.sbpcshape.org)
Would you take time to do your shape assessment in the next two weeks? Paula will preach on spiritual gifts and shape next week. It is so helpful to know how God has shaped us so we can say yes to those things that fit and not to that which does not. 

How do you see the time you spend contributing your efforts, your work as unto the Lord?

4. Rest. 
Stopping to delight in God.

Time was so important to God at the very beginning. In creation time is marked off in six days of creation and one day of rest. God rested on the seventh day and he asks his people to do the same. 

It takes faith to use time to rest, to believe that God is still at work, even when I am not. So when God’s people were in the wilderness God asked them to keep the Sabbath and to trust God with what they had already done. 

[Moses] said to them, “This is what the Lord commanded: ‘Tomorrow is to be a day of sabbath rest, a holy sabbath to the Lord. So bake what you want to bake and boil what you want to boil. Save whatever is left and keep it until morning.’ ” Exodus 16:23

Time is money. But time is also a gift for us to rest. Look at how we pay a price for not resting, for violating the Sabbath. We have broken all the clocks of our own bodies. That sin has created more than 30% people need medication, anti-anxiety. We break the natural laws of rhythms, we are out of sync with who God has made us to be. We can’t sleep because we cannot disconnect. Sleep deprivation is a problem, and it impacts our souls. When our bodies are wound up our souls become restless. 

So, Sabbath means taking a 24 hour period of time. It can also be a time in our day when we stop to rest. A time when we can be disconnected from technology (you know the average person checks their phone 150 times a day?), from contributing our efforts, from producing something. It’s time to stop and delight in the faithfulness of God, in God’s presence. We stop to worship so we can give God thanks and praise. We stop to reflect on God’s faithfulness and our gratitude for our blessings, for God’s protection and provision, for the beauty of creation. 

This rule of life offers us the opportunity to see that all of our lives can be for fulfilling the purposes of God: Spending time with God, spending time with others, spending time contributing to the world, and spending time resting with God and with others. 

We must make some hard decisions about how we spend our time. We have to look at what we are currently doing in these areas and ask the questions:

 What am I currently doing that works—where I am being wise with my time?  	 What am I currently doing that doesn’t work—where I’m not being wise with my time?  What needs to be added that’s new—where I can fulfill God’s purposes?

This is more than time management. This is offering our time for God’s purposes. He doesn’t want a portion of my time, he wants all my time to be used wisely so that we are becoming the people he wants us to be, and we are living our lives that fulfill his purposes in the world. To see people come to know Christ, to see God’s love in places of brokenness, to see people grow up in faith and become mature. 

The good news for us is that God’s name reflects his desire to spend time with us. When Moses asked God for his name, he said, “I am… and I will be with you wherever you go.” And Jesus’ name in Isaiah is “Immanuel, which means God with us.”  And just as Jesus enters into space and time, so we become little Christ’s in the places where we work, live, play and worship to accomplish his purposes. 

All Scripture is New International Version
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