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Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
COLOSSIANS 3:17
    Most of us consider Monday morning to be the start of our week, and Sunday night the end. And then we start another week all over again. The rotation of the clock continues for us all. Here is a quite interesting fact about our time, which is different from so many other resources in our lives: We all are given the same exact amount of this gift! There are seven days in a week and there are 24 hours in each day — 7 x 24 = 168. We all get 168 hours every single week. We have no choice. We can’t buy or barter for more time, and we can’t decide to take less. We do, however, have the choice as to how we use each hour. For this reason, time is, indeed, a precious commodity, as well as an equalizing factor, for all mankind. None of us can offer any excuse for productivity or any priority for having less or more. The real question then becomes this: How do we use this finite resource called time?
KEY QUESTION: How do I best use my time to serve God and others?
   The Bible teaches in many passages about our use of time. Colossians 3:17 is particularly helpful for reminding us that our daily schedules should look much different now than they did before our salvation: “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 
Jesus’ new life in us should change our priorities and how we view the gift of time. Simply put, our calendars must be redeemed not long after our souls are redeemed.
Why else would anyone want to spend their day off helping a widow down the street with repairs on her house?
Why else would anyone assist a single mom by watching her kids while she goes to buy groceries?
Why else would anyone want to mentor an at-risk student once a week?
Why else would anyone want to volunteer in the church nursery?
These are but a few examples of what giving time back to Christ looks like.
KEY IDEA: I offer my time to fulfill God’s purposes.
   When Jesus hung on the cross, he made his sacrifice all about us. But we are now set free from living self-focused lives, so we can be engaged in the lives of others he deeply loves. Our time is no longer all about us, but is about Christ. It is not our time, but God’s. His great love now motivates us to devote our schedule to serving his priorities.
We must be just as certain we are committed to the second half of this key idea as we are to the first. We must not only give away time but also use those hours to fulfill God’s purposes, not our own or someone else’s. This is the concept stated in Colossians 3:17. The person sentenced by a judge to community service as punishment for a crime is, in essence, “giving away his or her time”; the end goal, however, is not for the glory of God. As Christians, fulfilling God’s plan and purpose with our time is just as crucial as giving the hours away. 
Because of our response to God’s great love and grace, we shouldn’t need a law to tell us to give of our time to serve him. The proper response is being so overwhelmed by his sacrifice that we give of this precious resource to reach out in his name. It is one thing to have a spiritual gift, but it is quite another to allocate the hours to use a gift regularly for others and for the glory of God. With Paul, we rejoice in making this our testimony:
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me & gave himself for me.       Galatians 2:20
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
  While offering your time to fulfill God’s purposes is a straightforward concept, here are some suggestions to help you plan and prioritize.
1. Keep a log of your schedule for a week. The Notes app on your smartphone is a great place to do this. Be careful to avoid being too generic. Don’t just write down “8 hours at work.” This exercise intends for you to be specific by identifying where and how hours are used. At the end of the week, honestly answer these questions: 
	1. Does my schedule reflect how God wants me to use my time? 
	2. What adjustments should I make? 
	3. Where am I allowing room for temptation or sin? 
	4. Is there an activity I believe God is calling me to stop or delay? 
	5. Is there an activity I believe God is calling me to add to my schedule? 
	6. Where can I make more room for the use of my spiritual gift? 

2. Use your daily drive time to call friends and check on them. This is especially useful for connecting with family and friends who live out of town — folks you don’t get a chance to see regularly.

3. Seek out a ministry opportunity during your lunch hour or some other block of time that you could consistently make available for serving others. Look for small blocks of time you might not even realize you are wasting, which could easily be used for kingdom purposes. As you do so, you will be echoing the prayer of the psalmist:
Teach us to number our days, 
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  Psalms 90:12

4. Unite the practice of prayer with the practice of offering your time. Ask God to show you how to use your time wisely and in such a way that it brings glory to him.
• As you pray for God’s guidance, he will help you manage time. The author of Ecclesiastes writes, “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.” (Ecc. 3:1) As a steward of your life and manager of all God has given you, placing your calendar on the altar and offering it to the Lord is a great step of obedience to true lordship. His omniscience allows him to know exactly where you are and where you should be, what you are doing and what you should be doing, the people you are with and the people you should be with. All this he can tell you at any moment of the day. Giving him full access to speak to you at any time regarding your calendar will make all the difference as you serve in his name in your little corner of the world.
• As you pray for God’s guidance, he will help you multiply time. In the book of Proverbs, we read, “Wisdom will multiply your days and add years to your life.” (Prov. 9:11) God has an amazing way of multiplying any resource given to him (remember the feeding of the five thousand - John 6:5-13!). In a way similar to what happened when the boy offered the loaves and fish, the more you commit your hours to him, the more your life will count and have an impact on people. Just as time spent with no regard to God is quickly and easily wasted, time surrendered to him is made to count for all eternity.
• As you pray for God’s guidance, he will help you maximize time. The author of Job tells us, “A person’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed.” (Job 14:5) While multiplying and maximizing may seem similar, multiplying is completely up to God. You give; he multiplies. Maximizing your time is a joint and synergetic effort between your focused obedience and his favored omniscience. What if every morning or each night you prayed, Father, my time is yours. Show me, lead me, speak to me about what you want me to do, about how to use this precious gift wisely, and then you listened, trusted, and obeyed? 

   Our work often causes us to focus on monetizing our time. The following story helps us understand the crucial need to both maximize and multiply our precious hours:
A man had been working very long hours for quite some time. One evening, he came home late again, exhausted, to find his five-year-old son waiting up for him. “Daddy, can I ask you a question?”
“Sure, I guess. What is it?” replied the dad.
“How much money do you make in an hour?”
Tired and irritated, he snapped, “What makes you ask such a thing?”
The son answered, “I just need to know. Please tell me, how much do you make in an hour?”
“Well, I make twenty dollars an hour.”
Looking up toward his father, the boy asked, “Daddy, may I borrow ten dollars please?” 
The father was now furious. “If the only reason you wanted to know how much money I make is just so you can buy a toy or some other nonsense, then you march yourself straight to your room and go to bed. I work long, hard hours every day, and I don’t have time for this right now.” The little boy quietly went to his room and shut the door.
After a bit, the dad calmed down and began to think he may have been too hard on his son. Maybe he really did need the ten dollars for some good reason. He went to the door of his little boy’s room. The dad asked, “Are you asleep, son?”
“No, Daddy, I’m awake,” replied the boy.
“I’ve been thinking maybe I was too hard on you earlier,” said the man. “It’s been a long day, and I took out my frustrations on you. Here’s ten dollars. What do you need it for?”
The little boy sat straight up. “Oh, thank you daddy!” Reaching under his pillow, he pulled out some crumpled bills he had saved from his allowance.
“Why did you want more money if you already had some?” the father asked, about to get irritated again.
The son slowly counted out his money and then, looking up at his dad, said, “Because I didn’t have enough, but now I do. Daddy, I have twenty dollars now. Can I buy an hour of your time? I miss you.”
While this story certainly tugs at our heartstrings and causes us to evaluate our own priorities of time, we cannot help but think of and be grateful for our heavenly Father, who gives us his constant, undivided, and unending attention to the details of our lives.
The psalmist David reminds us of the fragility of life and the importance of using our time wisely:
Show me, Lord, my life’s end 
and the number of my days; 
let me know how fleeting my life is.
You have made my days a mere handbreadth; 
the span of my years is as nothing before you. 

Everyone is but a breath, 
even those who seem secure.
Surely everyone goes around like a mere phantom; 
in vain they rush about, heaping up wealth 
without knowing whose it will finally be.
But now, Lord, what do I look for? 
My hope is in you.  		Psalms 39:4-7
Have you ever responded to someone who asked for a minute of your time by saying, “Sure, my time is your time”? Let this be our response to Jesus every day. 


(These first 5 Pages is what Randy Frazee authored.  I attempt to incorporate his Key question, Key Idea & Key application. Use as much or as little as you are directed. The stuff after this page are just illustrations and thoughts, ignore, use modify as you please:))


In John Maxwell’s book, “Developing the Leader Within You.” A Middle Eastern mystic said, “ I was a revolutionary when I was young and all my prayer to God was: Lord, give me the energy to change the world.’ As I approached middle age and realized that my life was half gone without my changing a single soul, I changed my prayer to: ‘ Lord, give me the grace to change all those who come into contact with me, just my family and friends, and I shall be satisfied.’ Now that I am an old man and my days are numbered, I have begun to see how foolish I have been. My one prayer now is: ‘ Lord, give me the grace to change myself.’ If I had prayed for this right from the start, I would not have wasted my life.’ 




So teach us to number our days, That we may present to You a heart of wisdom.    Psalm 90:12 (NASB)

I love what the fabled American humorist Will Rogers said, “Don’t let yesterday use up too much of today.”[1] One of the primary reasons that statement makes so much sense is the nature of time. Time is only by permission of God. That is because the Creator of all we see and know also created time. 

For us time is a non-renewable resource. Once a moment has passed, it can never be renewed…it is gone! Time can be extended in the sense that we can eat better, quit our bad habits and maybe live a few more years; but time can never be recaptured.

The fact that God gave us time is reason enough that we must treat it with the same approach to all of life which is our gift. That approach is summed-up in our statement of the fifth pillar of building Kingdom families about using time wisely:

Using Time Wisely

Time is a resource given to each person by God. My use of it, especially in matters related to my family, reflects my esteem for God. One day, I will give an account to Him for how I have spent the time He entrusted to me. As I order my life in concert with His will, I will discover that I have sufficient time for personal growth through prayer, for the study of God’s word, and for fulfilling every God-given responsibility related to my family.

Time! Have you ever heard anyone wish he had less of it? Have you ever heard anyone over the age of 30 say how slowly it passes? People use time, waste it and spend it. Einstein had a theory of it, and people even study how others use it. There is even an international Association of time-use researchers. 

Ever wonder how adults spend their time? One study showed how 18-64 year-olds spend their minutes each day. Included were, Sleeping, working, watching TV, housework, travel, eating, socializing, recreation, childcare, dressing, washing, reading, relaxing, etc. Significantly, perhaps, worship and devotional activities did not appear in the studies.[2] 

Time is non-renewable, once-gone, forever lost. The sayings are legion:

You cannot cry over spilled milk. 
Yesterday is a cancelled check, tomorrow a promissory note; only today is ready cash. 
What’s done is done.

So, what can be done with time? The Bible tells us that time is redeemable (Ephesians 5:16)! How do you redeem time? One definition of “redeeming” is literally to “buy back” something. It is what happened when Jesus died for our sins. We were lost, captured prisoners of sin. Jesus bought-back our liberty with his blood. 

On this Father’s Day it is a fitting subject, how to glorify God in the time with which He has blessed each of us.

I believe the key for redeeming time is found in two texts placed side-by-side:

12So teach us to number our days, That we may present to You a heart of wisdom.Psalm 90:12 (NASB)

15Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16making the most of your time, because the days are evil. Ephesians 5:15-16 (NASB)

The key is wisdom; notice that the concept of being wise appears in both texts. The turning of that key is prayer. Psalm 90 is a prayer directed towards God. If you want to be a person who counts where it counts, you must be a person of prayer. 

A man who wants to be a Father, and not just listed on the birth certificate needs to be a man of prayer. 
A Mom who would truly have her children arise and bless her[3] must be a woman who spends time on her knees. 
A young person who wants wisdom to navigate through life in a very scary world must learn to pray. 
And, for you post-parenting grandparents, if you would have God’s truest calling, prayer is what your family needs more than anything else you will leave when you leave.

How to Redeem the Time By Being a Person of Prayer

1. Be Devoted To It

Prayer is not an avocation like fishing or watching the races. There are a lot of things to which you can give your devotion. If you consider prayer in that category, you will never be a person of prayer. 

To devote one’s self to prayer is what David Brainerd did. Brainerd was a missionary to the Native Americans. His diary tells of nights of prayer in spite of a debilitating illness which took his life at the age of thirty. God brought revival among the Native Americans along the eastern seaboard on the wings of Brainerd’s prayers.[4]

Daniel devoted himself to prayer. The moment a decree was signed forbidding prayer to anyone other than Darius [the king], Daniel went to his home and prayed three times a day as he always did before (Daniel 6:10).[5] 

To be a praying father means your children are held up before the throne every day, many times a day. It means devotion!

2. Be Directed By It

I have been told by more than a few folks throughout the years of how “God just doesn’t seem to answer my prayers”. One person years ago made an appointment, came to see me and laid out her tale of woe. She said, “Pastor, I just don’t get it, I asked God to straighten out my husband and son, and it just doesn’t seem to work. What am I doing wrong?” When I pressed for what she had been praying, I found out she did pray every day, but she rarely opened her Bible. She was surprised when I told her she was having a “one-way” conversation. She was so busy talking to God she had never done any listening.

How do you listen? When you go to the Lord, you must open not only your heart, confessing your sins and laying out your requests; you must go with an open mind and an open Bible. God’s Word speaks to you, IF you let it!

A man who would be a wise man is a man who will allow God to teach him how to number his days. I have to confess that I am an easy mark for systems and routines to solve my time use problems. I am always on the hunt for a better way to calendar and schedule my time usage. But I find it is only when I spend the first part of the day in prayer (with my Bible open and my mouth shut) that real wisdom kicks-in! Devoted, directed, and… 

3. Be Dependent On It

To be dependent on prayer is to lay your life before God, and then burn the bridges behind. It means we place ourselves in a position of trusting God with everything we are, have and hope. It means we surrender in such a way that if God doesn’t show up everything is lost.

In a sermon one preacher talked about being “fourth quarter Christians”.[6] Everyone on a football team is aching and bruised after three hard-fought quarters of running, hitting and being hit. It is common to see some members of the team holding up four fingers as the last quarter starts. They are saying, “This is it; no holding back, we’re going all-out; the fourth quarter is OURS!

To be a fourth-quarter Christian means I am going to raise both hands, palms empty and upward to my Heavenly Father and let Him know each day is His, and I will be nothing in it unless He puts something there. 

I want to be:
[bookmark: _GoBack]· wholly-devoted, 
· fully-directed and 
· totally dependent on my connection to Jesus. 

That’s a really simple time-management process; and the best!

