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What time is? People have been asking that since the beginning of time. Time can be measured. Time is a measure in which events can be ordered from the past through the present into the future. Time is also the measure of durations of events and the intervals between them. We have gotten very good at measuring time, but do we know what it really is? 

We talk a lot about time. We say that we don’t have enough time or that we are passing time or wasting time. We spend time and we try to make time. But the truth is we are given the same amount of time every day. We can’t buy more time in a day and we can’t reduce the number of hours in a day, even though there may be days when we wish we could do one or the other. Time is important to us. The way we use our time says a lot about the priorities we have in life.

Today in our Believe series we want to look at time. That takes us back to the beginning, when God created time. God is eternal. He has no beginning or end. Genesis chapter one tells us about the creation of time. “God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.” (Genesis 1:3-5) God created time when He made the world. 

God gives us important lessons about how we should use our time in the account of creation. When God created people He said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” (Genesis 1:26) God created us to have a special relationship with him and put us in charge of His creation. We are the caretakers of this beautiful world God created. 

We were also made to have special relationship with one another. God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” (Genesis 2:18) So God created Eve as Adam’s partner. In the beginning of time, God created marriage and the family. We are created for each other.

But we are also created to rest. Genesis wraps up the account of creation with these words, “By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.” (Genesis 2:2-3) Rest is vital. 

God not only created time, he acted in time. The Bible is the account of God acting in the history of the world, in the lives of people. The Kings of Israel and Judah ruled at defined times. Jesus was born when Caesar Augustus ruled the Roman Empire. The Apostle Paul wrote, “When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law.” (Galatians 4:4-5) We even measure our time in years since the birth of Jesus. Jesus is the dividing point in the history of the world and in our lives as well. 

I think we can learn a lot about how we should use our time, what our priorities should be by looking at the account of creation and other passages in the Bible. Ecclesiastes 3 tells  us, “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.”  Our challenge is to decide both the priorities we have and the timing. 

Our theme verse today is Colossians 3:17. “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.”  Jesus tells us to seek first the kingdom of God and that the greatest commandment is to love the Lord with all our heart. So God needs to be our top priority. We need to connect with God and build our relationship with God on a daily basis. That is why God invites us talk with Him every day, to bring all of our cares and concerns to him. He urges us to read the Bible so that we get to know Him better. He invites us to offer Him our worship and praise. So our top priority should be God. Is He? Do we offer our time to the Lord? 

Our next priority needs to be our families, our close personal relationships. It comes ahead of our work, even though many of us don’t always act that way. Timothy was a young Pastor trained by the Apostle Paul. In describing people who enter into ministry, Paul wrote, “He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect.  (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?)” (1 Timothy 3:4-5) I think these words should apply to all of us. If we don’t take care of our own families, how can we take care of anything else? If things are not right at home, how can they be right in the rest of our lives?

I’ve tried to make my family a priority in my life. It took some work. I had been in the ministry for a few years when Joan and I got married. I had two mission churches that were growing and taking up a lot of time. I was used to coming home to an empty house and doing whatever I wanted. That didn’t work after Joan and I got married. I had to make some changes for the sake of our marriage and family.

 I always try to be home to eat dinner with my family unless I’m out of town for a conference. I put my day off on the church calendar so everyone knows that my day to spend with my family. I try to limit the number of nights out I have each week so that I don’t neglect my family. Am I perfect? No way. But I’m trying. Our families have to be a priority. With the report that over half of the kids in the United States today are not being raised with both of their parents, it is obvious we as a nation need to work on this. 

God first. Family second. Everything else comes after that. That doesn’t mean that everything else isn’t important. It just means that everything else has a right time and a right place. As Christians, we are called to follow Jesus’ example of service. Jesus said that if we want to be great, we have to be servants. In one of His parables about the final judgment Jesus said, “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. … Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:35-36, 40)

One more thing we can’t forget. That is rest. God knows that resting is important for us. When He gave Moses the Ten Commandments, God wrote these words in stone. “The seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work.” (Exodus 20:10) We all need to take a break, to rest from our work. It’s important. It’s essential to a good life and good health. We don’t need to be tethered to our jobs 24 / 7. Give it a rest.

A couple final thoughts. Take a good look at how you are living, how you are spending your time and consider your ways. Do your priorities match God’s priorities? If not you can do something about that with God’s help. Who are your living and working for? Are you living for yourself, for you own success and recognition? Or are you living for the glory of God? We should? The Apostle Paul wrote, “Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31)

There is a time for everything. The time for my message today is up. Amen. 
