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It has been18 days since we celebrated Christmas. A lot has happened since then. We entered into a New Year. Michigan State’s football team won their bowl game. Michigan got a new coach for their football team. The Lions lost in their playoff game. Kids are back in school. You may be back to work. Winter arrived with a vengeance. So what have you done with your Christmas gifts? Did you return some and consume others? Have you broken any or forgotten about them already? 

Christmas gifts come and go. But God has gifts that last forever. Christmas is the celebration of the gift of God’s Son. Jesus told Nicodemus why He came into the world that first Christmas day when He said, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

Jesus identifies four specific gifts God gives to people with these words. The first gift is Love. God is love and God loves us. Because God loves us, He doesn’t give up on us. Because God loves us, He sent His Son into the world to pay the debt we owe for our sins. Jesus is God with us to save us. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) 

The third gift is to believe in Jesus, the gift of faith. Believing in Jesus means that we don’t just know what the Bible says about Jesus, but that we believe that the Bible is right about Jesus and we put our trust in Him. We can’t make ourselves believe. Faith is the gift of the Holy Spirit. Paul also wrote, “No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3) The fourth gift is the direct result of the others. That gift is eternal life in Christ. 

There is a difference between the gifts that God gives to us and the work that God does in us. God’s love and forgiveness transform our lives. We are not put right with God by being “Good People.” We can never be good enough. We are put right with God by faith. That is the work of the Holy Spirit. But that is not all the Spirit does. The Spirit changes us. 

People without God’s Spirit live destructive, self-indulgent lives. Paul lists some of things people without God’s Spirit working in them do. “The things your sinful old self wants to do are: sex sins, sinful desires, wild living, worshiping false gods, witchcraft, hating, fighting, being jealous, being angry, arguing, dividing into little groups and thinking the other groups are wrong, false teaching, wanting something someone else has, killing other people, using strong drink, wild parties, and all things like these.” (Galatians 5:19-21 NLT) 

But things change when the Spirit is working in us. Paul describes the changes this way. “But the fruit that comes from having the Holy Spirit in our lives is: love, joy, peace, not giving up, being kind, being good, having faith, being gentle, and being the boss over our own desires.” (Galatians 5:22-23 NLT) These are products of faith the Spirit wants to grow in the lives of all Christians. We’re going to spend more time looking at these in the final weeks of our Believe series. 

God not only works for us and in us. God also works through us. The Holy Spirit gives each of special gifts to be used in God’s Service. Paul tells us, “A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. ... It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.”  (1 Corinthians 12:7, 11 NLT) 

There are some key things we need to think about when it comes to Spiritual gifts. The source of the gifts is God. He decides who gets what gifts. We can’t earn them, demand them or purchase them. They are gifts. Your gift or gifts are probably different than mine. I’d love to have the gift of healing every time I visit someone in the hospital, but I don’t have that gift. But the Spirit has given me the gift of encouraging people. 

It’s a good thing we all have different gifts.  Paul wrote, “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” (Romans 12:6-8)

We need each other. If everyone at Peace had the gift of service, we would have the cleanest restrooms but wouldn’t have anyone to lead or teach Sunday School classes. If all we had were people with the gift of teaching, we would have great Sunday School and Bible Classes but no place to hold them if we don’t have people with the gift of generosity. If everyone was a leader, no one would see the need and show mercy to those who are hurting. Our gifts are given for the good of all. 

God not only gives us gifts, but He also gives us the energy to use our gifts to do His will. The gifts that we have from God’s Spirit should unite us as we discover our need for one another. We need each other. We are at our best when we work together for the glory of God and good of each other. The gifts of the Spirit also give us purpose in life. God has a unique role for each of us.

So how do you know what your Spiritual gift is? You can go on line and fine a Spiritual gifts assessment survey. That may or may not help you. Some of those surveys fail to distinguish between natural talent and spiritual gifts. For example. One person may be a gifted school teacher, but not be a very good Sunday School or Bible Class teacher. Teaching science, history or math is not the same as leading someone to know and follow the Lord. 
Let me suggest two ways to identify your gifts. First, ask the Christians who know you the best what gifts they see in you. I had a member in a former church who claimed that she had no spiritual gifts. She couldn’t speak in tongues or make great prophetic statements. But she had the gift of caring and compassion. She was not a gossip, but had the ability to see everyone in need in the church and would fix them a homemade meal and deliver it to their homes. She combined her gift with her talent as one of the best cooks in the congregation. 

The second thing you can do it take a good look at what you do naturally. Are you the person who gets others organized or are you someone who jumps into help in any way you can? Do you see people who are hurting and stop to talk with them or do you go out of your way to make sure that everyone in the group is taken care of? What are you passionate about? The things that you do may be the reflection of your gift of the Spirit.

I may not know your specific spiritual gift, but I do know that you have at least one. And I know that this body of Christ we call Peace works the best when everyone uses their gifts for the good of others and to the glory of God. What works in the church also works in our homes and families.  So make it a goal to discover your Spiritual gift(s) and use them to glory of God and for the good of all.

Next week our Believe series will look at how we use our time as we think about investing our time to fulfill God’s purposes. 

