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[bookmark: _GoBack]    Illustration. Because Antonio’s voice was high and squeaky, he did not make the tryouts for the Cremona Boy’s Choir. When he took violin lessons, the neighbors persuaded his parents to make him stop. Yet Antonio still wanted to make music. 
    His friends gave him a hard time because his only talent was whittling. When Antonio was older he served as an apprentice to a violinmaker. His knack for whittling grew into a skill of carving and his hobby became his craft. He worked patiently and faithfully. By the time he died, he left over 1,500 violins, (GET PICTURE OF STRAD. VIOLIN) each one bearing a label that read, “Antonio Stradivarius.”  They are the most sought-after violins in the world and sell for more than $100,000 each. Antonio couldn’t sing or play or preach or teach but his responsibility was to use his ability, and his violins are still making beautiful music today.
KEY IDEA: I know my spiritual gifts and use them to fulfill God’s purposes.
KEY QUESTION: What gifts and abilities has God given me to serve others?
KEY VERSE:  For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.     ROMANS 12:4 – 6

Yeah.  Spiritual gifts.  These are part of your identify in Christ.  Your giftedness is certainly a part of your new identity in Christ in terms of what the Holy Spirit has done to either rejuvenate or repurpose your existing natural strengths, or to deposit something new within side of you. 
WHAT ARE THEY?
Definition. Let’s begin by defining what a spiritual gift is. Bruce Bugbee, founder and president of Network Ministries defines it: “Spiritual gifts are divine abilities distributed by the Holy Spirit to every believer according to God’s design and grace for the common good of the body of Christ.” 

    Distinct categories. While there are many ways to categorize the gifts of the Sprit, I like the one suggested by Chuck Swindoll. He sees three gift groupings. Based on 1 Peter 4:11, there are two primary areas of distinction: speaking and serving. The third category would include the “sign gifts,” which are more temporary in nature. 2 Corinthians 12:12 says that these gifts were given to the apostles and were critical to the church in its embryonic stage: “The things that mark an apostle - signs, wonders and miracles-were done among you with great perseverance.” These gifts were especially important in the first century, before the cannon of Scripture was put together. 1 Corinthians 13:8 suggests that many of these kinds of gifts will cease to function: “Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.” 
	- Speaking Gifts: Word of wisdom, prophecy, evangelism, pastor-teacher, and teaching  -Service Gifts: Administration, exhortation, faith, giving, helps, serving, and mercy  -Sign Gifts: Distinguishing of spirits, miracles, healings, tongues, interpretation

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS?  There are two purposes. 
Spiritual Gifts     Heart    Abilities   Personality    Experiences
Today we’re going to look at the first part of how we are shaped for service…our Spiritual Giftedness.

1.  THEY ARE NOT FOR MY BENEFIT, BUT FOR OTHERS. The gifts are for service.  This is a very important truth.  Spiritual gifts are not for my benefit but for others.  1 Peter 4:10 "Each one of you, as a good manager of God's different gifts, (you're to manage God's gifts)  must use for the good of others the spiritual gift he has received from God."  1 Corinthians 12:7 "The Holy Spirit displays God's power through each of us as a means of helping the entire church."  Contrary to what some people teach and think when you get a gift it's not for your own benefit.  They are not for personal adornment, status, power, or popularity. It's not to bless you. 

God assigns and empowers the gifts. The gift that God gives you is given to bless other people, to bless the church.  It's to help the entire church. God meant for them to be used through the church, to build up the body.

God, not the individual or community of Christians, chooses our gifts. We are not, as it were, standing in a spiritual gifts cafeteria with tray in hand picking out the gifts we want as we move along the counter.3

2.  The second purpose is TO PRODUCE MATURITY AND STABILITY IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY.  Ephesians 4:11,12,13 "It was he who gave gifts to men, to build up the Body of Christ so that we shall all come together to that oneness in our faith and become mature. Then we shall no longer be children carried by the waves and blown about by every shifting wind." 

SOME CAUTIONS ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS
1.  Don't confuse gifts with natural talent.  Somebody might say, "I'm good at sales."  Fine.  That's a vocational skill.  That's an ability, not a spiritual gift. 

Many Christians, if not most, practice their gifts without being consciously aware of them.  They are new abilities whose source is spiritual. Our parents did not inspire or transmit them. Our teachers and coaches did not drill them into our thinking and habits. They are, in Paul’s words, pneumatikon, “spiritual things” (see 1 Cor. 12:1, 7).3
2.  Don't confuse gifts with the fruit of the Spirit.  The gifts of the Spirit are different from the fruit of the Spirit.  The fruit of the Spirit shows my maturity; the gift shows my ministry. This is very important.  The fruit of the Spirit is listed in Galatians 5:22-23.   22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
Those nine qualities.  They show your maturity.  A person can have a spiritual gift and be spiritually immature. You get them the moment you become a Christian.  When you become a Christian and you have a spiritual gift and you may be gifted as a teacher but you don't have the maturity to teach.  You have to grow and develop.  You need both the fruit and the gifts in your life.

3.  Don't confuse gifts with Christian roles.  For instance, shepherding or pastoring is a spiritual gift.  It is the ability to care for the spiritual needs of other people.  The gift of pastoring is different from the office or the role of being a pastor.  So you might have the gift of pastoring or shepherding even though you're not a "pastor".  Don't confuse the gift with the role.

4.  Be aware of gift projection tendencies.  This is real common and it causes a lot of difficulty in the church -- expecting other people to serve in the way you do and have similar results. People with the gift of mercy expect everybody else to be just as merciful.  People with the gift of prophecy -- they're the confronters.  They come up and say "That's wrong!" and they expect everybody else to be just as confrontive. 

When you get a person with mercy and a person with prophecy in the same Bible Study group expect sparks because they're going to tend to project onto other people.  People with the gift of administration expect everybody else to be organized.  It's natural.  So you've got to be careful not to project on other people.

People with the gift of evangelism -- it seems like every plane they get onto somebody gets saved.  They bring 3000 people to church.  It's natural.  They just have an ability to share Christ with other people.  And it makes everybody else feel guilty!  "How come I don't see that many people come to Christ?" There are different gifts and abilities and you should not project your gift onto somebody else.  You may not have the gift of evangelism, but you can still be involved in the work of evangelism.  More on this later.

5.  Don't feel that my gift makes me superior (please add…or inferior) to others.  They're not meant to be an indication of superior/inferior people, they are only meant to serve the Lord.

Spiritual Gifts are Unmerited Blessings from God.
To encourage proper use, the Apostle Paul correlated the unity of gifts in the Holy Spirit with the unity we have in the body of Christ. It is good, he explained to get excited over spiritual gifts, but spiritual pride and arrogance destroy their divine purpose (see 1 Cor. 12:1-3). Gifts misused for selfish gain and spiritual pride become the worst enemies of Christ’s church.

Beginning with the Montanists in the second century, certain pneumatics in the church were all too eager to lord it over others by proclaiming their preeminence. The pattern continued throughout history among other groups: Enthusiasts in Germany, Pietists in England, Pentecostals in America and, most recently, some charismatics. Believing one is superior to another Christian is a terrible sin.

Paul admonishes the Romans and Corinthians that it is alright to be different: “Having gifts that differ” (Rom 12:6), and “Now there are varieties of gifts” (1 Cor. 12:4). We have yet to learn this lesson. But it is not all right to value one’s gifts as better or superior to other’s gifts.

6.  Realize that using my gifts without love is worthless.  It's not by accident that the greatest chapter on love in the Bible -- 1 Corinthians 13 -- is sandwiched between 1 Corinthians 12, which is on spiritual gifts, and 1 Corinthians 14, which is on spiritual gifts. Right in the middle of the greatest passage on spiritual gifts, Paul stops and says, By the way, let's talk about love.  Because if I have not love I'm like sounding brass and tinkling symbol. 

He said I could be the greatest teacher in the world, I could be the greatest preacher in the world, I could be the greatest administrator in the world, I could have the most mercy... but if I have not love it doesn't count a hill of beans. "I may be able to speak the languages of men and even angels..." I may be able to speak in tongues, I may have the gift of inspired preaching, I may have all knowledge, I may have all the faith to move mountains but if I have not love I'm nothing.  It does no good.

7. Recognize that I have both a primary and secondary ministry in my church.  How do you know the difference?  My primary ministry commitment should be in the area where I'm gifted.  That should determine what your primary ministry is.  My secondary ministry includes serving in any other area of the Body where I'm needed.  
Titus 3:14 in the Living Bible says "Our people must learn to help all who need their assistance that their lives would be fruitful."  Just because I'm not gifted in an area doesn't mean... Let's say I don't have the gift of mercy and I see somebody fall down.  I can't say "It's not my gift to go help them."  Just as you are gifted to be a minister in a primary area, God expects us to manifest all the gifts just as roles.

In other words, some people have the gift of giving, the ability to make money and give it away.  That's their gift.  That does not excuse all the rest of us from giving.  You may not have the gift of giving, but each of us is called to give simply because we’re a Christian.

All of us are called to teach in different situations or settings.  All of us are called to be leaders in different settings and situations.  All of us are called at times to give a word of encouragement.  Some say, "It's not my gift, therefore I never encourage anybody." Some folk seem to have the gift of criticism, but that's not in the Bible…  It's not a spiritual gift; there is no gift of discouragement!

So the secondary ministries mean I'm just willing to serve, to help out when I'm needed.  If I'm needed to set up chairs I can't say, "That's not my gift."  I just go set up chairs because I'm a servant of Christ and Jesus said, "He that wants to be great learns to be a servant of all."  If I'm asked to serve in the children’s ministry, I may serve, not because I'm gifted there, but it's a secondary ministry -- it's not my primary role.  But I'm willing to do that because of my maturity. I’m needed.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
• We seek to serve, using our gifts to glorify God and help others.
• We value and respect the gifts of others as together we serve God’s purposes.
• We come to see that using our gifts for God gives us a purpose bigger than ourselves.

