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WELCOME
It’s great to see you this morning for Part 17 of Believe. We’re taking a tour of the Top 30 beliefs, practices, and virtues of the Christian faith. We are currently camping out in the practices – learning how to act more like Jesus. The practice we are talking about today is something called “spiritual gifts.” 
TRANSITION
Those two words together may have raised your eyebrows or the hairs on the back of your neck. Maybe the term “spiritual gifts” confuses you or scares you. Some of you have no idea what I’m referring to. Others of you may have baggage from previous church experience that makes you twitch even at the mention of it. And then there are those of you who are curious because you know God’s given you a gift. You’re just not exactly sure what it is or how to use it. Wherever you are on that spectrum, we’re hopefully going to shed some light on the mystery and all walk out of here today ready to open our gifts.    
INTRODUCTION
GOD is a gift-giver. That’s pretty sweet because who doesn’t like gifts? He’s given you the gift of life and the gift of salvation (many of you have accepted that gift, but some haven’t yet). He’s given you the gift of family, friendship, health, food, clothing, shelter, etc., but wait… There’s more! If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, the gifts just keep coming! Because He’s also given every single believer in this room at least one spiritual gift to be used to serve and build up His Church. 
Imagine being a child (that’s not too hard for some of you) thinking that you are not getting anything for Christmas. You’re pretty bummed about it! (What kid wouldn’t be?). But on Christmas morning, you wake up and saunter down the stairs and discover a gift under the tree with your name on it. Your name! Wouldn’t that be awesome?! 
When you open it up, you discover just how amazing this gift is. It’s not some mass-produced, store-bought, no-thought plastic trinket. It’s a hand-crafted, one-of-a-kind specialized toy designed, built, and given by your loving Father specifically for you! How awesome is that?! 
It’s the most incredible toy you’ve ever seen. There’s nothing else like it. And tucked inside is a tiny piece of paper. You pull it out. It’s the instructions. They are brief, but specific: WARNING! DO NOT USE ALONE. MUST ONLY BE PLAYED WITH FRIENDS. 
If you are a follower of Christ, there’s a gift from God with your name on it. Are you ready to find out what it is??? 
Before we do, we have to ask this question:
WHAT’S SO SPIRITUAL ABOUT YOUR GIFT(S)?
How are they different than, or similar to talents, skills, and abilities? 
Here’s the short answer:
· A talent you are born with.
· A skill you learn with experience and education. 
· A spiritual gift is given by the Holy Spirit at conversion and (sometimes) a specific calling. 
Now, there are some abilities like teaching, craftsmanship, and administration (to name a few) that can be learned skills, innate talents, or spiritual gifts. What’s the difference? 
“A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.” (1 Corinthians 12:7, NLT) 
That’s the clincher. A talent or skill is developed to benefit self and advance your career or standing. A spiritual gift is given to benefit others and advance God’s Kingdom. 
Now, can God use our talents and skills to help others and build up His Church? Absolutely! But there’s a difference between us giving our talents and skills to God and God giving a spiritual gift to us. Talents and skills are something we are good at (typically for our job) that God can use for His purposes if we let Him. But spiritual gifts are something God gives us specifically for serving and building up His Church. They have no other purpose.
Here’s why this distinction really matters. When it comes to serving God, we tend to look at what we’re good at and offer that to God for Him to use, asking God to bless our efforts. The result is that we rely solely on our own strengths instead of relying on the Holy Spirit. The world then sees the church as good people doing good things instead of the power of God working through His people to do what only He can do.  
So what’s so spiritual about your gift? It is God working directly through you to love and serve others for the express purpose of building up His Church. 
LOVE CONNECTION
What I love about the recitation that Gretchen did is that she connected 1 Corinthians 12 on spiritual gifts with chapter 13 on LOVE, which is how Paul intended it when he wrote it. In fact, in all four places in the New Testament where spiritual gifts are detailed, they are connected with love (Believe pp. 277-281: 1 Cor. 12-13, Romans 12, Ephesians 4, & 1 Peter 4). God gives His people spiritual gifts as a way of expressing love to/for one another.
The point that Paul is trying to make in 1 Corinthians 12-13 is that having spiritual gifts does not necessarily make you spiritual. It’s possible for a church to have all the gifts that are needed, and for every believer to know what their gift is, and still be a bunch of inward-focused, self-centered, handicapped Christians hobbling around. The gifts aren’t the point. Love is. You might even say it’s the Main Thing. And if love isn’t the motivation, manifestation, and result of the gifts, then they are absolutely useless. 
But if everybody is using their gifts to serve each other in love as God intended, then… WATCH OUT!!! That’s when the Church becomes unstoppable! 
OPEN YOUR GIFT(S)
Every believer in Jesus Christ is given a gift. No one is overlooked. You may not have the same gifts or as many gifts as another believer, but you have just the gift God wanted you to have. 
1 Corinthians 12:11 (NLT) — It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. 
Depending on who’s counting, there are anywhere from 15-25 different spiritual gifts listed in the New Testament. 
Gift groupings:
1. Service Gifts: Administration, pastoring, faith, giving, helps, serving, hospitality and mercy
2. Speaking Gifts: Wisdom, prophecy, evangelism, exhortation, leadership and teaching
3. Sign Gifts: Discernment, miracles, healings, tongues, interpretation
Let me illustrate. Suppose someone here spilled their coffee this morning. This is how people with different gifts would respond.
· Service: “Let me help you clean it up.” 
· Mercy: “I’m so sorry that happened. Let me get you another cup.” 
· Giving: “Here, you can have my cup.”
· Administration: “Josh, would you get the mop? Carol, please help pick this up. Misty, could you get him another cup of coffee?”
· Faith: “Where God empties one cup, He always fills another.” 
· Teaching: “If you pay attention, you won’t spill your coffee next time.” 
· Exhortation: “Maybe you should let someone else hold your coffee for you.” 
· Wisdom: “No use crying over spilled coffee.” 
· Miracles: “Let’s ask God to put the coffee back in the cup.”
· Healing: “I’m praying against any physical or emotional trauma caused by this spilled coffee.”
· Prophecy: “If you keep doing that, you’re going to get burned.” 
There. You all have a good idea of what your spiritual gifts are now, right? 
HOW TO DISCOVER YOUR GIFTS
1. Seek the Giver of the gifts first
““If you love me, obey my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.” (John 14:15–17, NLT) 
God is not some cosmic gumball machine in the sky dispensing gifts to anyone who asks. The gift must always be secondary to the Giver. Relationship is the key. Seek God first. Fix your eyes on Him. Surrender to Him. Obey Him. 
The turning point for me was when I was 25 years old. I was really frustrated because I wanted to serve God, but I just felt like my gifts were not being utilized. Through a series of shouting matches with God I came to understand that God is far more concerned with who I am than what I can do for Him. I’d been pursuing the gifts instead of the Giver. 
So I changed my focus from: what can I do for God? To: what does God want to do in/through me? And that was the game-changer. 
God is far more interested in your character than in your charisma (which comes from the Greek word for “gift”). And the only way you refine your character is through seeking God first. 
You see, when God wants to accomplish something, He doesn’t go looking for someone who has the right gifts. He looks for someone with the right heart and then He equips them with the right gifts. 
2. Open the gift(s)
If you are a believer, you’ve been given a gift, but many of you haven’t opened it yet. Or maybe you’ve tried to open it but you’re frustrated by the wrapping paper. 
Three possible reasons you haven’t opened the gift yet: 
1) Sin
“And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember, he has identified you as his own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior.” (Ephesians 4:30–31, NLT) 
Sin in our life grieves the Holy Spirit and puts up a wall of separation between us and God. When we allow our attitudes and actions to be controlled by our human nature instead of the Holy Spirit, we drive a wedge in the relationship that prevents God from using us fully. 
Can God use sinners? Absolutely! He does so all of the time. But until we repent of our sin, it will always be less than God’s best. 
I think I’ve grown over the past 6 years, or so, in the gifts of teaching and leadership that God has given me. You could chalk some of that growth up to increased knowledge and experience, but I believe the greatest growth has occurred as I have continued to identify and repent of sin in my life. Removing sin gives God a clear channel to work through. 
2) Stubbornness 
Stephen speaking to the religious leaders before they murdered him:
“You stubborn people! You are heathen at heart and deaf to the truth. Must you forever resist the Holy Spirit? That’s what your ancestors did, and so do you!” (Acts 7:51, NLT) 
When our sin brings sorrow to the Holy Spirit, it also brings us conviction. But we can resist that conviction, and we often do. We refuse to admit fault or downplay the seriousness of our sin by calling it another name. 
But perhaps the most common form of resistance is complacency. We just don’t care. We want God to meet our needs, but we’re not attentive to God’s prompting to meet the needs of others. So we let the need go unmet, thinking someone else will take care of it. But God didn’t tell someone else to take care of it. He told you. And you stubbornly refuse. 
3) Suppression  
“Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. Do not scoff at prophecies, but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good. Stay away from every kind of evil.” (1 Thessalonians 5:19–22, NLT) 
Some of you know exactly what God wants to do in/through you and your stuffing it so far down inside, hoping it will eventually go away. 
Or we pray for something, but God doesn’t answer it the way we want, so we turn away. We stifle the work of the Spirit because it’s “not how I would do it.” 
Any of these three things can keep us from opening the gift God wants to use through us to bless others. So knock it off! Open it already! 
3. Give it away
Remember, the gift God has given you is not for your benefit. It’s given to you to give away to others. 
“In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.” (Romans 12:6–8, NLT) 
I was 19 years old, a sophomore in college, when I first spoke in front of a large group of people. I was part of the outreach team at college and we were promoting a special Christmas outreach that we need buy-in for. I don’t exactly remember why I ended up doing the talking, but I’m pretty sure it was because nobody else wanted to. It was only for 5 minutes, but when I started talking it was almost like this trance came over me and it wasn’t me, but God speaking through me (I still feel that way most of the time). 
Afterwards, a well-respected and highly published Bible professor came up to me with tears in his eyes, handed me a $50 (for the outreach) and told me, “You have a gift for explaining the Bible.” I was shocked! I hated being up in front of people. I’ve been doing this regularly now for 15 years and it wasn’t until just the last couple years that I haven’t felt like I was going to throw up beforehand. But sometimes I wonder: Would I be here right now had I not listened to the Spirit’s prompting 22 years ago? 
You don’t discover your gift by studying the Bible or taking assessments. Those things help, but you primarily discover your gifts by using them. If you feel God’s prompting to do something, do it! Don’t feel like you have the skills to pull it off? Great! That’s the point. You are exactly the kind of person God likes to use. You are primed and ready for the Holy Spirit to work in you and through you.
Don’t determine your response to God’s call by looking at your gifts. Look at your God and respond, “Yes!” and He will equip you for the work. God doesn’t call the gifted. He gifts the called.
So now stop making excuses that you don’t have anything to offer God and stop worrying about what you can do for God. Just ask God what he wants to do in you and through you. And be ready to respond. 
NEXT STEPS
1. Online assessment tool: http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/test/adult  (98 questions – 15-20 minutes) 
· The danger of spiritual gift assessments: they tend to reveal where we’ve been strong and weak and what we like to do; not necessarily what we ought to do in the future. You’ll be tempted to trust the test results (only do what you’re comfortable with) instead of trusting God to be strong in your weakness. 
· Ask someone who knows you well to take it and answer the questions for you. 
2. S.H.A.P.E. class March 7 
· God does want to use your passions, skills, personalities (both of them!), and experiences for His glory. When these things are fully submitted to God and coupled with your spiritual gifts the benefit for the church is incredible. 
· How to register. 
3. Talk to Megan



