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For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; 
the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
What is your gift?  If I were to ask you what about you did God create special, what did God put within you that allows you to serve God and the church, how would you answer?  I know some would answer nothing.  So let me start there.  That’s not true.  There is not a person in this room that God left without a spiritual gift.  The scriptures are clear that when we come to Christ, the Spirit moves within us and does something new and powerful.  And one of the ways the Spirit works within us is to make us capable of serving God’s kingdom in some particular way or ways.  That’s what we call spiritual gifts.
Let’s start by defining that term. Spiritual gifts are specific abilities given by God for the purpose of service within the church to further the Kingdom of God.  Specific abilities…given by God…for the purpose of service within the church…to further the Kingdom of God.
That definition is a mouthful, but each part of it is important.  Let’s take a few minutes and look at just what spiritual gifts are, so that then we can think a little bit about what your gift is.  So Spiritual gifts are specific abilities given by God for the purpose of service within the church to further the Kingdom of God.  Let’s start with…
Specific abilities.  The Scripture lists them in a few places.  Some of these specific things are listed in three main places in the new testament.  If you’re more curious, write these verse citations down, and you can check them out later.:  
Romans 12
exhortation
giving
leadership
mercy
prophecy
service
teaching

 1 Corinthians 12
administration
apostle
discernment
faith
healing
helps
knowledge
miracles
prophecy
teaching
tongues
tongues interpretation
wisdom
 Ephesians 4
apostle
evangelism
pastor
prophecy
teaching
 Misc. Passages
celibacy
hospitality
martyrdom
missionary
voluntary poverty
There are lots of ways that we can serve.  There is a variety of work that God needs done, and we are all very different people.  And our God makes each of us capable of serving in particular ways, according to the gifts God put within us.  You have one or more of the gifts I just mentioned
Given by God.  This is one way that spiritual gifts are different than talents or skills.  I may not know anything about hitting a golf ball.  But I can spend some time and some money and develop that skill—maybe not so much that I’ll ever make money doing it, but through my own effort, I can learn it.  Spiritual gifts are not there because we went to school for them or read a book on them.  We can develop them, we can work on them, but they are given by God.  In chapter 17 this week, we read these words from Daniel chapter 2 
“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever;
wisdom and power are his.
I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors:
You have given me wisdom and power…
You have given me wisdom and power.  Daniel knew where his gifts game from.  They were given to him by God.  He didn’t learn them in school.  He didn’t take continuing education.  He didn’t read a book on his gifts.  He didn’t do exercises to strengthen himself.  His gifts were given to him by God.  And so are yours.  Our next question might be, why?
For the purpose of service.  We  don’t have gifts for self-improvement.  No one is given the gift of leadership so that they can make people do what they want, and God does not give someone the gift of exhortation so that they can become a rich TV preacher.  God does not place within you the gift of hospitality so that you can become Martha Stewart, but so that you can welcome and care for people.  God does not give the gift of helps so that you can have newspaper articles written about how good you are, but so that you can help people.  One of the passages we read this week was from 1 Peter 4, where we found these words:  
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 
We also read the parable of the talents this week, where the landowner went away and left his servants in charge of his resources.  This is what our gifts are.  In these days, we are here on earth, caring for God’s resources.  And like the two faithful stewards in the passage we read this week, when we use our gifts in God’s service, we may hear someday those words “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’  Spiritual gifts are given to you and me for the purpose of service.  So where do we put them into service?  This leads to the next point.
Service within the church.  This doesn’t mean that your gifts are there just to make Grace United Methodist Church better.  Your gifts are within you so that you can help the Body of Christ, and the primary way you and I do this is through the local church.  Spiritual gifts are capabilities that are useful within the church.  Every church needs people who are gifted in administration and leadership and hospitality and mission.  Every church needs people who serve and give with wisdom and knowledge.  God’s plan for the world is clear—it is through these bodies called the church that His work will be done.  In our reading this morning, we found these words:   For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  
Our gifts are to be used in service within the church. 
And finally, why?
To further the Kingdom of God.
Your gifts, given by God, allow you to serve, within your church, so that God’s work is done and God is glorified.  If your gift is music and you do it for the applause, you’re doing it wrong.  If my gift is preaching and I do it for the attention, I’m doing it wrong.  But if your gift is service and you serve in such a way that it is obvious that God’s work is done, and you don’t take credit for yourself but give the glory to God—that is a spiritual gift in action. If your gift is hospitality and you welcome people to your home or to your church in such a way that they feel the presence of God—that is a spiritual gift in action.  If your gift is healing and when you help someone become well and they thank you—you give God the credit—that is a spiritual gift in action.
When we are faithful in using our spiritual gifts, the end result won’t be that people will see how great we are, the result will be that people will see how great God is, because they will have seen that God can even work through people like you and me.
In 1 Peter, we read about the different ways that God calls us to use spiritual gifts, and Peter ends with telling us just why we exercise our gifts, by writing: If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.  A few weeks ago, I asked you to pay attention to words like “because,” and “so that,” because they show us why God calls us to do things.  God gives us gifts and calls us to use them not so that we can earn and not so that we can be thanked, but so that in all things God may be praised.
And that, in the end, is why we do what God calls us to do.  So that in all things, God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  I like to hear “good job.”  But my God calls me to use my gifts in such a way that people say, “praise God.”  I hope I can do that, and I hope you can do that, and I hope that we can do that together as God’s church.
So now that we’ve talked about what we do with our spiritual gifts, the question remains, “What is your gift?”  I encourage you, if you don’t know yet, to find out.  Your spiritual gift is something that you do well, and something that gives you fulfillment, and it is something that others can see that God is working through you when you use it.  There are lots of great tools to help discover your gifts.  You can do a web search for “spiritual gift inventory,” and take a test online.  If you can’t do that, there are paper inventories on the back table.  I encourage you to take one home, and spend a few minutes working on it.  
I took one this week, and it told me that my strongest gifts are shepherding or pastoring, interpretation, or working with people of different cultures, and teaching.  IT’s up to me to find ways to use those gifts so that God is glorified.
What is your gift?  You have at least one, maybe more.  And when you know what your gifts are, you can serve the church and serve God in powerful ways.  So my hope for us together is that we’ll know our gifts, and bring them together, so that God can work through us as Grace church, to the end that we build up the Kingdom of God here in Somerset.

