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Sometimes people refuse to surrender. Hiroo Onoda did.
  Onoda was a lieutenant in the Japanese army during World War II. As part of army intelligence he had been sent to Lubang, 90 miles southwest of the Philippine capital Manila, in December 1944. Three months later Allied troops landed on the island and Japanese troops began surrendering.

But not Onada. He refused to give up and headed for the jungle with three other soldiers. His generation was taught absolute loyalty to Japan and its emperor. He and other soldiers in the Imperial Army followed a code that said death was preferable to surrender. 

One of the other soldiers emerged from the jungle in 1950 and the other two died. Onada stayed and struggled to feed himself. He would steal rice and bananas from villagers and even shoot their cows to make dried beef. 

So he stayed on the island carrying out occasional guerilla warfare following the last orders he had been given. This lasted until February 20, 1974 when a young traveler named Norio Suzuki went to Lubang to find Onada. He made camp in jungle clearings and just waited. Onada was the one to make contact and they began to talk.

Suzuki returned and told authorities about Onada. They sent his commanding officer, Major Yoshimi Taniguchi, who had given him his last order, to bring about the surrender. Onada was pardoned by the Philippine government and went home to Japan with a hero’s welcome. Although he struggled to adapt to this new life he did not view his 30 years in the jungle as a waste of time.
He said, “I do everything twice as fast so I can make up for the 30 years. I wish someone could eat and sleep for me so I can work 24 hours a day.” He was the last Japanese soldier to surrender and died January 16, 2014.
In my honest moments I can relate to Onada. I don’t much like to surrender either. Can you relate? You want to think your own thoughts, do your own thing, and live as you see fit. Surrender implies that we live as someone else tells us to. Who wants that?
The Apostle Paul says that God wants that.  He calls it being a “living sacrifice.”  Paul had seen plenty of sacrifices.  Pagans in Rome made sacrifices at their temples.  Animals would be brought, put on an altar, killed and burned to a crisp.  Jews understood sacrifice.  For centuries they had brought animal sacrifices to their temple and the same would happen.  The animal would be tied down, placed on an altar, and killed.  A fire would then consume the body.

You’ve seen a sacrifice or two yourself.  If you’ve ever had your favorite chicken strips you’ve had a sacrifice. Some chicken laid down its life as an offering to become your chicken strip.  It was an acceptable sacrifice.

Paul speaks of another acceptable sacrifice in Romans 12:1: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer/present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”   

According to Paul, worship is not an event.  It is a sacrificial life. It’s a life that surrenders itself to God’s purposes. Paul says that our worship is found in presenting our bodies as living sacrifices.  And there is a problem with living sacrifices.  They keep climbing down off the altar.  
We go from one worship event or bible study to another, week after week, year after year, and keep bringing the same junk in with us.  And we say to God, “This time is the time, God.  That last time?  Oh, well, it wasn’t really the time.  This is the time that I am going to let you change me.  Unless, of course, I mess up again.”  
Have you ever taken part in the activity where you are at a camp or retreat…maybe even in your church…and you write a sin on a piece of paper and then you go nail it to a cross?  Then the next year at camp you do it again and you’re writing down the same sin? 

Wouldn’t you like to quit doing that?  Paul describes for us how we move from partial surrender to total surrender. There are three movements towards total surrender where we stop doing things our way and we give ourselves to God’s way.
The move towards surrender begins with the Word.  Paul says that we are “transformed by the renewing of our minds.”  “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind” (vs. 2). You are to become something different than you are now and it begins with your mind.  
“Transformed” in the Greek is “metamorphoo.”  We get our word “metamorphosis” from it.  You know this word from that educational TV series known as the Power Rangers.  When they would change from mere humans to Power Rangers they would yell in unison . . . “It’s morphin’ Time!” 
Paul says “It’s morphin’ time!” We don’t have to yell anything. But it does take a renovation of the way we have been taught to think. “Renewing” literally means “to renovate.”  It’s a word we would use in taking a kitchen and putting in new countertops, cabinets, and appliances.  You take something that exists and you change it.  It’s a word unique to Christian literature.  It’s unique to Christianity because only God and his Spirit can take a person and renovate it until it is something new and fresh.

You may not have realized it, but you were “renewed” when you went to college and took on all the traditions of that college. A few years ago I spoke to a college group that attended Texas A&M and explained this to them. I had to go over it a few times before they got it. But here’s what I told them.

I said, “Before you began attending Texas A&M you would most likely never have said the word “whoop!” unless it had something to do with opening ‘a can of whoop something or the other’.  Before you became an Aggie you said ‘Hi’ or ‘hello,’ but now you say ‘howdy.’  And this (gig ‘em sign) was probably an uncool hand signal until you came here. Your mind was renewed by Aggie Tradition.”  
We enter a university culture and are taught new ways of thinking. It happens there. Our minds are renovated. We enter the kingdom of God and it happens there in a deeper, greater way through the Word of God. You can begin to think like Jesus.  Say the things he would say.  Do the things he would do.  But you have to be a living sacrifice.  
Jesus tells us that his disciples are those who “abide in his word.” We make our home there. Total surrender happens when we stay on the altar of the word of God until it consumes us and we are consumed with his thoughts in everything we do.
The move towards surrender involves the Community of Faith.  In vs. 3-5 Paul writes, “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.  For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”

When Paul says “Don’t think too highly of yourself” he isn’t saying you should walk around with a false humility.  He isn’t telling a Chris Tomlin to walk around and say, “I can’t sing and I can’t write songs.”  He’s saying you can’t do this transformation thing alone.  If you want transformation you have to lay yourself on the altar of community and stay there.  You aren’t smart enough or strong enough to be a Christian by yourself.  

Some think they can do just fine without the church.  They claim to be followers of Jesus—the one who gave himself up for the church,  the one who said we are his disciples if we “love one another”—but somehow they can follow him without the church.  
Many people take a dating approach to the church.  They’ll come in for a couple of years until some problem surfaces.  Then they leave.  They come to a church in 2011 but leave in 2013.  And by 2015 they are on to another church because there is another problem.  Every time the infatuation stage ends they move on. And it doesn’t ever dawn on them that they might be part of the problem.  It doesn’t occur to them that if they stayed put somewhere in a community of grace and truth, they might find they begin to change.  God’s intention for the faith community is that it is a place of change—not an event that you walk into and out of as if you’ve been at a concert or political speech.  
The move towards surrender will never happen without this—obedience.  The living sacrifice is the life that is obedient.  One time Jesus was looking at a crowd and said, “Why do you call me Lord but you don’t do the things I say to do?!” How would you have liked to have been in that crowd that day? 
I’m a dad.  Imagine the following scene from when my boys were growing up: I ask my sons to mow the yard while I’m at work.  I come home and the grass is still knee-deep.  They welcome me home with big hugs as is their habit and say, “O Dear Father, we remember what you said.  You said, ‘Please mow the yard.’  We memorized it.  We looked up what the words ‘mow’ and ‘yard’ mean.  We even got some of our neighbor friends together and opened a Better Homes and Garden magazine and talked about what the yard would look like if we mowed it.”
What’s wrong with that picture? They heard the command. They studied the words. They even had a small group study on it. But they never did what I told them. 
Paul outlines what obedience looks like:

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Jesus is looking for radically obedient people.  People who learn his ways through his Word. People who live together in community. And people who not only hear his words but do them as obedient people under his rule. 

Being a living sacrifice involves surrendering ourselves to Christ. We give our mind to the Word of God and it is renewed. We find our place in the faith community and we stay put. We practice obedience and we behave like Jesus.

It’s time to raise a white flag and surrender. Don’t wait as long as Onada did. You’ll miss too much life if you do.

� Dead at 91, the Japanese WW2 soldier who refused to surrender for 30 years while hiding in Philippines jungle by Ted Thornhill at www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2541104/Japanese-soldier-Hiroo-Onoda-refused-surrender-WWII-spent-29-years-jungle-died-aged-91.html
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