Believe: Total Surrender	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pastor Larry Courson
Peace Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor, MI
December 14, 2014	

If I ever said I can’t do something in front of my Dad when I was growing up, he would always say “There ain’t no such word as can’t.” I think every coach I ever had told me, “A winner never quits and a quitter never wins.” We’ve probably all been told, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” I have to admit I’ve lived my whole life with these thoughts in the back of mind. I don’t give up on anything very easily. Maybe you remember the slogan from the movie Galaxy Quest, “Never give up. Never surrender.” We don’t like the idea of giving up or surrendering. 

With that thought in mind, isn’t it a little ironic that our theme for today in our Believe series is “Total Surrender.” That’s at least counter culture, if not counter intuitive. How does “never give up, never surrender” fit in with our key belief for today that “I dedicate my life to God’s purposes”? We are not the first to ask that question and I doubt that we will be the last. Is there a difference between never giving up and surrendering our lives to God? 

The Bible is filled with people who were slow to give up on their plans and do what God asked.
· Moses had all kinds of excuses why he couldn’t go back to Egypt.
· Gideon was sure God had selected the wrong person to defeat the Midianites.
· Jeremiah said he was too young to be the Lord’s prophet.
· Jonah refused to go to Nineveh and caught a boat going the opposite direction.
· Esther was afraid the King would not welcome her and she would be put to death. 

I think we are a lot like these people before they surrendered their lives to God’s purposes. But ultimately these people all did what God asked. God used Moses to free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. God used Gideon to defeat the Midianites. God used Jeremiah to warn people about God’s judgment for sin and give them the promise of the New Covenant of forgiveness. God used Jonah to call the people of Nineveh to repentance. And God used Esther to save the Jewish people. Are we willing to follow their examples and surrender our lives to God?

It wasn’t easy for Mary to do that. The Gospel of Luke tells us, “God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David.” (Luke 1:26-27 NLT) Mary was a young woman, probably still a teenager, living in the village of Nazareth. She was engaged to a man named Joseph. So Mary was making plans for her wedding day and for starting a new life with Joseph. It may have not been the most exciting future possible, but it was the one Mary and Joseph had chosen. Then God sent the angel Gabriel to Mary. 

Gabriel told Mary, “You have found favor with God! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus.” (Luke 1:30-31 NLT) Talk about a sudden change in plans. But unlike Moses, Gideon and Jonah, Mary didn’t say no to God. She asked, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” (Luke 1:34 NLT) Gabriel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35 NLT) Mary’s response, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” (Luke 1:38 NLT)

Mary surrendered her reputation, her future, her life to the Lord. Nothing was the same for Mary from that moment on. She didn’t know what her parents would say. She didn’t know what Joseph would do. She didn’t know how the people in Nazareth would treat her. All she knew was that had chosen her to be the mother of the Promised Savior. Mary said “Yes!”

That brings us to Joseph, Mary’s fiancé. When he finds out that Mary is pregnant and he knows that he is not the father of her child, his whole life is put on the line too. Nazareth was a small town. The people there would talk. Joseph was a carpenter. In all likelihood he had been working on the house where he and Mary would live. Should he finish the house? Joseph is described as a good man, a man who tried to obey God’s commands. Joseph could have gotten mad and gotten even with Mary. He could have taken his revenge by publicly exposing her. But he didn’t. The Gospel of Matthew tells us that Joseph decide to break his engagement with Mary quietly. She could go visit her cousin Elizabeth and have the child there so no one would know.

But then God sent an angel with a message for Joseph. The angel said to Joseph in a dream, “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21 NLT) Was it a dream or a nightmare? Joseph had to decide what to do. Instead of doing things his own way, Joseph listened to the angel of the Lord. Instead of seeking revenge, Joseph chose compassion. Joseph listened and obeyed. Like Mary, Joseph surrendered his reputation, his future and his life to the Lord. 

Both Mary and Joseph welcomed Jesus into their world. What a difference Jesus made in their world. Their lives were never the same. Christmas is only eleven days. A lot of people won’t give Jesus a thought as they celebrate Christmas. They will be more concerned about their presents, family and celebration. Some people will acknowledge Jesus birthday and welcome Him into the world, just not into their world. Are we ready to welcome Jesus into our world, into our lives? Are we willing to be as open and receptive as Mary and Joseph to the promise of God? Are we willing to receive Jesus into our hearts and let Him make a difference in our lives? If we say “Yes,” we’ll find ourselves changed as Christ moves into the center of our lives. 

So what does it mean to welcome Jesus into our lives? What does it mean to be a Jesus disciple? 
· It means that we let Jesus take the lead and follow Him. We don’t know what the future will bring, but we do know that Lord will always be with us. So we listen to God’s voice, turn away from everything that is counter to His will, and follow Him.
· It means that we wait for God’s timing. The children of Israel waited a long time for God to send His Son into our world. God may not act as quickly as we want. But he is never late. God is always on time. So instead of taking matters into our own hands, we wait for God’s timing.
· It means that we trust in God’s promises. God always keeps His promises. As God promised, He sent His Son into our world to pay the price for our sins. As God promises, He will always be with us and help us face the challenges of life. As God promises, Jesus will come again as the Lord and Savior of all who believe in Him.
· And yes it means that we never give up on the Lord, on His promises, on His people. We never give up on following the Lord because God is with us. 

I know that some of you may be going on your Christmas trips after the kids get out of school at the end of the week. So if you are going to be traveling for Christmas, remember the trip that Jesus made for us that first Christmas. Go with the Lord and have a great celebration of the gift of God’s Son. Amen.
