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INTRODUCTION
Today marks the halfway point of our journey. This might very well be the most difficult belief of all we’ve talked about so far (maybe of all 30). Today we are talking about that dirty “S-word” – surrender. 
Surrender is hard. Sometimes people refuse to surrender. Hiroo Onoda did.[footnoteRef:1]  Onoda was a lieutenant in the Japanese army during World War II. As part of army intelligence he had been sent to Lubang, 90 miles southwest of the Philippine capital Manila, in December 1944. Three months later Allied troops landed on the island and Japanese troops began surrendering. [1:  Dead at 91, the Japanese WW2 soldier who refused to surrender for 30 years while hiding in Philippines jungle by Ted Thornhill at www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2541104/Japanese-soldier-Hiroo-Onoda-refused-surrender-WWII-spent-29-years-jungle-died-aged-91.html] 

But not Onoda. He refused to give up and headed for the jungle with three other soldiers. His generation was taught absolute loyalty to Japan and its emperor. He and other soldiers in the Imperial Army followed a code that said death was preferable to surrender. 
One of the other soldiers emerged from the jungle in 1950 and the other two died. Onoda stayed and struggled to feed himself. He would steal rice and bananas from villagers and even shoot their cows to make dried beef. 
So he stayed on the island carrying out occasional guerilla warfare following the last orders he had been given. This lasted until February 20, 1974 when a young traveler named Norio Suzuki went to Lubang to find Onoda. He made camp in jungle clearings and just waited. Onoda was the one to make contact and they began to talk.
Suzuki returned and told authorities about Onoda. They sent his commanding officer, Major Yoshimi Taniguchi, who had given him his last order, to bring about the surrender. Onoda was pardoned by the Philippine government and went home to Japan with a hero’s welcome. Although he struggled to adapt to this new life he did not view his 30 years in the jungle as a waste of time.
He was the last Japanese soldier to surrender and died January 16, 2014.
TRANSITION
I can relate to Onoda. I don’t much like to surrender either. Surrendering denotes weakness. It means giving up control; letting my life be dictated by someone else’s agenda and will. This is America! Land of the free; home of the brave! Surrender just isn’t in our vocabulary. 
I may be going out on a limb here, but I’m guessing you feel much the same way. We all like to be in control – of the situation, our lives, our destiny. We want to do as we please; live as we see fit. Surrender implies that we live as someone else tells us to. Who wants that?
Like Onoda, we feel that death is preferable to surrender. Never give up! 
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TOTAL SURRENDER
Now, before we go any further, let’s be clear what we’re talking about. When I say “surrender,” what I’m talking about is giving myself fully and completely to God. I surrender everything I have and everything I am to be used by God for His purposes. 
Romans 12:1 (NLT) — And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 
Frankly, it might be easier to offer ourselves as “dead sacrifices” than “living.” But that’s not what God wants from us. He doesn’t want our cold, limp, lifeless body. He wants everything we have and everything we are – our desires, goals, gifts, time, talents, and finances dedicated fully to Him to be used for His purposes. 
God does not want to be just another activity on our schedule: “I go to the gym, play hockey, and do church.” 
He does not want to be just a “slice” of our lives: work, family, friends, God. 
God isn’t a date on the calendar. He is the calendar! He’s not a slice of your life. He is your life! 
You know, for thousands of years people thought that the sun revolved around the earth. They thought that we were the center of the universe until one man risked his life to prove otherwise. Now, we don’t even question it. We know that the sun doesn’t revolve around us. We revolve around the sun. Why then do we still live like the Son revolves around us? News flash! We’re not the center. God is! He doesn’t revolve around our plans, activities, and desires; we must revolve around His!
That’s all that Paul is saying. Dedicate everything you have and everything you are to God to be used for His purposes. 
KEY IDEA: I dedicate my life to God’s purposes.
Let me try and put this another way.
Imagine being in a relationship where you are completely committed to the other person. Through thick and thin, joy and sorrow, sickness and health, you’re committed to the relationship, no matter what. You’re all-in. 
But the other person – not so much. He or she is in the relationship only for himself/herself – what s/he can get out of it. As long as their needs are being met, they’re good. But don’t ever expect them to meet your needs. It’s never going to happen. They are nowhere nearly as committed as you are.
Now what happens when you’re in a relationship like that? You’re all-in, but the other person is just sticking their toe in? It’s going to be frustrating, disappointing, and discouraging. It hurts when someone doesn’t give as much to the relationship as you do. 
God is all-in. He’s given everything for you and to you. Are you just dipping your toe in? Or are you as committed to the relationship as He is? 
HOW DO I SURRENDER?
1. Realize that I don’t have control
Something is really messed up with my car right now – balancing or alignment. When I drive over 40 mph it starts vibrating really bad. The faster I go, the worse it gets. The other day I drove to Grand Forks at 50 mph because I thought that if I went any faster the wheels would fly off. So I’m holding on for dear life praying that I won’t die. 
Then it occurred to me. That’s the same way I live life. I’m just holding on. The faster life goes, the tighter I hold on, just trying to control it. 
Control is an illusion. We’ve never had it and we never will. 
James 4:13–16 (NLT) — Look here, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we are going to a certain town and will stay there a year. We will do business there and make a profit.” How do you know what your life will be like tomorrow? Your life is like the morning fog—it’s here a little while, then it’s gone. What you ought to say is, “If the Lord wants us to, we will live and do this or that.” 16 Otherwise you are boasting about your own plans, and all such boasting is evil. 
There’s that saying: “If you want to make God laugh, tell Him your plans. Honestly, I don’t know if it makes Him laugh or cry when we spend so much time planning and trying to control every situation. 
The first step to giving up control is realizing that I don’t have it. 
2. Just give up!
Several years ago I was talking with a young man who was lamenting how everything in his life was going wrong. No matter what he tried to do, it always seemed to backfire. “I’m trying to be  a good person,” he said, “but I just keep screwing up.” He had lost his job, his girlfriend, and everything just seemed to be falling apart.
“I don’t know what else to do,” he said. 
“There is nothing else you can do,” I responded. “You should probably just give up.” 
He laughed nervously, “Yeah, right.” 
“No, I’m serious,” I said. “You’ve tried things your way and no matter what you do, it ends in disaster. It’s obvious that your way sucks. You need to give up control of your life to Someone who can do a better job than you.”
Then I shared this with him:
Matthew 16:24–26 (NLT) —Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul? 
Control is an illusion. If you try to control everything, you’re going to lose everything. The only way to really live life is to give up your life to Jesus and let him take control. 
Right then and there, this young man wept, repented of his sins, and asked Jesus to take the wheel. 
How about you? 
Are you ready to admit that your way sucks? That you really don’t have a clue? That the tighter you try to hold on to controlling people and situations, the more you actually lose?
It’s time to just give up already!
3. Obey the Master
Total surrender will never happen without absolute obedience.
Luke 6:46 (NLT) — “So why do you keep calling me ‘Lord, Lord!’ when you don’t do what I say?” 
 Now, I’m a dad.  Say, I ask my sons to mow the lawn while I’m at work.  I come home and the grass is still knee-deep.  They welcome me home with big hugs as is their habit and say, “O Dear Father, we remember what you said.  You said, ‘Please mow the lawn.’  We memorized it.  We looked up what the words ‘mow’ and ‘lawn’ mean.  We even got some of our neighbor friends together and opened a Better Homes and Garden magazine and talked about what the lawn would look like if we mowed it.”
What’s wrong with that picture? They heard the command. They studied the words. They even had a small group study on it. But they never did what I told them. 
Here’s the problem I see. We don’t really have much of a concept of “lord” in our society today. We don’t really know what that means. So it seems that whenever it says, “Lord,” in the Bible, we insert “friend” (for women, it’s often “boyfriend”). 
Now, it’s great that Jesus is our friend. Everyone needs a good friend. But you don’t submit to a friend. You don’t surrender to a friend. You don’t have to obey a friend. You’re equals. You both have rights, wants, and needs and if any of those things aren’t being fulfilled by the other, you move on (“breakup”). 
Jesus is your friend. But he’s also your Lord. That means he’s your Master and Commander. He’s your boss; your CEO; drill sergeant. He’s at the top of the org chart and what he says goes. 
Now he’s a benevolent dictator, so if you disobey he’s not going to be like “Off with your head!” No, instead he just lets us suffer the consequences of our own devices, which can be a much slower, more painful death, actually. 
There is no surrender without obedience. 
CONCLUSION
Last week at the State of the Station we announced that Epiphany Station is going to be sending my family to Grand Forks to start a new church “in the spirit of” Epiphany Station (I’m still going to be around for at least another year or so). Even though you’re just hearing about it now, this was a five year process of surrender. 
I had all of these good reasons why it shouldn’t be me. 
· I’ve worked hard to develop good relationships and a good reputation in TRF.
· I love this church and you people!
· We just bought a new house with a huge yard that we love.
· My boys have a lot of friends here and this is “home.” 
· We just adopted three girls that need stability. They don’t do well with transition. 
· I have a great staff, Overseers, and volunteers that work great together.
· Starting over sounds exhausting!
· On an on…
But this calling just wouldn’t go away and it finally came to a head this summer. God just kept pursuing me. I’d tell Him again why I couldn’t do it and run some more and He’d chase after me and catch me again. We’d wrestle for a few hours and then I’d take off running again. 
Finally, I gave up. I said, “Father, you know my concerns and fears. I’m placing them in your hands and trusting you to take care of them.”
It wasn’t easy. It’s still not easy. It’s scary. I keep wanting to take back control. But control is an illusion.
NEXT STEP
What is God asking you to do that you have not submitted to yet?
· Reconciling a relationship
· Quitting a job/new job
· Going to school
· Getting help for an addiction or sinful habit
· Going with us to Grand Forks ;-)
Whatever it is, I want you to write it down and lay it down on the communion table – if you’re ready to give up the illusion of control and obey your Master. 
Maybe the thing you need to surrender is your life. You have never done what that young man I talked about earlier did. You’ve never admitted to God that your way sucks, repented (which means  to turn away from your sucky ways), asked Jesus to forgive you and take control of your life. 
If you’ve never done that, I want to invite you to write “my life” and bring it to the communion table and take up Christ’s life. In Him there is forgiveness, love, joy, and peace. 


