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[bookmark: _GoBack](Use marriage metaphor) How does this sound: would you make this commitment/ accept this surrender?
Exchange of Vows: (Repeat after Me)
By The Choice Of God And By The Choice Of My Heart/ I Take You, To Be The Companion Of My Life/and The Object Of My Love/ I Pledge Myself To You / With A Devotion That Shall Increase/ We Will Pass Together Through Sorrow & Joy/Hectic Schedules & Peaceful Times/& Through all The Circumstances Of Life/ Our Home Will Be A Refuge Of Unconditional Love/ I Will Cherish You As A Treasure From God/ & With Faith & Tenderness/ Promise To Live With You/ To Love & Honor You/ As Long As We Both Shall Live.

How would you respond to these vows:
Because my choices were limited/ I take you to be my companion/ and to become the object of your love/ I pledge myself to you/ because that is expected to be said/ We will pass together thru times of sorrow and joy/ I plan on skipping out on most of the sorrow/ I want our home to be a refuge/ and I expect you to keep it clean/ With faith and tenderness I expect you to live with me./ to love and honor me/ as long as you live and I feel like it!

Bad opening to Wedding vows: These opening lines might cause you to run for the door!
	I have my doubts about us but here we are . . .
	The first time I saw you Sarah, I mean Alice . . .
	There comes a moment when you realize you are going to have to settle . . .
	We weren’t sure about this until we read about all the tax breaks . . 

    What type of commitment or self surrender are you looking for and are willing to make in the relationship called marriage? Marriage, which even if it lasts the rest of your life is still temporary - what type of commitment should be involved in a relationship that is eternal! We are aware of the commitment God made thru His Son - that’s what Christmas & Easter is all about: God sending His Son -- the Son giving His life?

    In daily life what is absolute surrender: that everything has to be given up to its special, definite object and service.  Now, do you expect that in your immortal being, in the divine nature that you have received by regeneration, God can work His work, every day and every hour, unless you are entirely given up to Him? God cannot. The temple of Solomon was absolutely surrendered to God when it was dedicated to Him. And every one of us is a temple of God, in which God will dwell and work mightily on one condition – absolute surrender to Him. God claims it, God is worthy of it, and without it God cannot work His blessed work in us. Surrender is not just commitment or submission. You can be a committed Christian & still live a dead, passionless, and empty life. A Commitment is a promise, obligation or pledge while surrender is giving up and handing over to another person absolute control.
    Connie Cavenaugh in her book “From Faking It to Finding Grace” writes, “Commitment means I am still in control, whereas surrender takes me out of the driver’s seat . . . Commitment is deciding on a plan. Surrender is going to God for His plan. Inherent in the act of surrender is submission to the Conqueror. We cannot surrender to God unless we submit ourselves to His absolute control. This means we no longer have a plan for our life. Instead we seek to understand His purpose for our existence. 
    Understand that commitment is something we can do, something we control. In surrender, we make the conscious choice to let go of that control, but the actual surrender is something only God can do. 
    When we surrender, we "give up," putting the focus where it belongs: on God. But it isn't giving up in the way we normally define it. The action is more like "giving over." In love. It is offered to us in love, by Love, for love. And we accept it the same way: in love, for love, out of love. 
    A living sacrifice - Romans 6:13 “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.”
    Matthew 22:37 "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and all your soul, and all your mind."

I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God — this is your true and proper worship.		ROMANS 12:1
    We are only able to strive for total surrender in our lives through God’s wonderful gift of grace. This does not mean we give up our lives to him out of some obligation or debt in trade for redemption; nor does it mean giving up control because he has overpowered us. Rather we fully surrender to him out of total desperation & realization for the need of a Savior.
The first eleven chapters of the apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans details our need for mercy and God’s gracious provision of mercy through Jesus. Now, as chapter 12 begins, he writes, “In view of God’s mercy . . .” As we think of God’s mercy, we are left with an obvious response of total surrender to God’s will. His mercy should so capture our hearts for today and forever that we are compelled to give up our lives to him — from love, not duty; for worship, not works.
KEY QUESTION: How do I cultivate a life of surrendered/sacrificial service?
    Jesus practiced total surrender daily. He invites us to adopt this same lifestyle with his use of “all-in” language in the Gospels. For example, Jesus calls those who want to follow him to “lose their life” for him: “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.’ ” Matt. 16:24-25
In Luke’s gospel, we are given 3 examples of what total surrender does not look like: “As they [the disciples and Jesus] were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” (Luke 9:57) Now, this man’s declaration sounds like an impressive admission of total surrender, does it not? Shouldn’t this bold statement excite Jesus and be exactly the kind of follower he was looking for?
This was Jesus’ response: “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” (Luke 9:58) And then in the next verse we see Jesus moving his attention to another man. What happened? We are left to assume this man was exercising lip service, not exhibiting genuine service to the Lord. As we reflect on this encounter, we ponder the truth that there is a high cost to living a life of total surrender (Luke 14:26 – 33).
Now, moving on to the second potential follower:
He [Jesus] said to another man, “Follow me.”
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Luke 9:59-60
    While at first blush Jesus’ response sounds harsh, we must remember he was walking with men who had already left behind everything to follow him. His invitation was urgent and current, not a simple RSVP. Jesus’ call was to spread the message of life, not to carry out the rites of death. His disciples were moving forward with the kingdom & the business of life.
There is a third and final man in this scene:
Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 
Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” Luke 9:61-62
Once again, this may be a well-intentioned response from a potential disciple, if we give him the benefit of the doubt, but our takeaway from Jesus’ response to both of these men is to realize that delayed obedience to God is really equivalent to disobedience. When he invites us into his work, the time is now, not later. The day of salvation is always today.
When Jesus was healing, performing miracles, and meeting needs, crowds of people appeared to be all-in. Yet when he made strong statements, such as in the verses above, about the reality of following him, many decided total surrender simply cost too much. By the time Jesus hung on the cross, even his closest friends had abandoned him. His final act of total surrender to the Father was completed alone. The road walked with Jesus is truly the narrow one he describes in Matthew 7:13 – 14.
KEY IDEA: I dedicate my life to God’s purposes.
Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu’s father died when she was only nine. As early as the age of twelve, Agnes felt called to a religious life. Although her mother was initially against the idea of her beloved daughter leaving her home in Macedonia to serve in India, she eventually understood the call of God and gave Agnes this piece of prophetic advice: “Put your hand in his hand and walk all alone with him.”6 This charge would mark her life for the rest of her days. Agnes, better known as Mother Teresa, died at the age of eighty-seven. Her efforts had produced fruit in over 130 countries, including a network of 600 homeless shelters, orphanages, AIDS hospices, leprosy clinics, and homes for single mothers. A Gallup Poll survey in 1999 named her No. 1 on the list of the most widely admired people of the twentieth century.7
The cultural norm will always be to fulfill our own desires as much as possible — which is the opposite of our key idea. Committing to hand over life to an unseen God not only will be unpopular; it will also make for some difficult days. Why? Because we are choosing to go against the grain of the self-centered human nature. But note our key idea has a goal and purpose — to dedicate our lives to God’s purposes.
In Matthew 25, Jesus uses a metaphor about separating sheep from goats. In Scripture, believers are often compared to sheep. Here, Jesus uses this imagery while comparing unbelievers to goats. It is ironic to see the righteous group’s response to his invitation of eternal inheritance.
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ ” Matt. 25:37-39
The righteous people are a bit confused, which leads them to pose some questions. They had no idea that when they were serving people, they were also serving Jesus — feeding, clothing, and serving him — every time. Total surrender to Christ will result in these regular acts of love, not in isolated and rare incidents of self-directed humanitarian effort. And total surrender will elicit this response from the King: “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ ” Matt. 25:40
We must again repeat the greatest commandment, for its truth lies at the very heart of all the beliefs and practices of Jesus, but most especially the expression of this practice: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” Matt. 22:37-39
The only way to live out Jesus’ calling on our lives is through total surrender. As Mother Teresa’s mother encouraged her, our Lord urges us to simply put our hand in his hand and walk all alone with him. 
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
We daily open our hands and surrender all we have to God.
The word surrender has been the subject of many classic hymns and continues to be a popular theme in modern worship songs. At the very mention of the word, you likely can break out into singing with a melody you know by heart. While the concept of surrender is quite familiar in most churches, the biblical connotation must be continually driven home to both remind and prompt us to daily “lay down” our blatant rebellion and self-centered agendas, while we “lift our hands” to abdicate control and hand over all authority to God.
To surrender means to give up the battle of the flesh, to give over control of your life, and to abandon your rights. The battle, control, and rights all come from the same place — the sinful nature. Declaring surrender is handing over your heart and life fully to Jesus, as you declare, Lord, this is no longer my life, but yours; no longer my will, but yours; no longer my plan, but yours. I give my life to you, my life for you.

I. CHANGING OUR MINDS
    I want you to notice in this passage that we are challenged to change our mind about 3 different things. 

First, we’re challenged to change our mind about God. Vs. 1 says, “I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy…”
    By the way, how do you perceive God? Do you see Him as a tyrant, one who is just waiting for you to make a mistake so He can pounce on you? Or do you see Him as a loving, gentle, heavenly Father who lifts you up, encourages & embraces you? 
    Psychologists tell us that usually our perception of God is molded by our relationship with our earthly father. If your earthly father was a harsh disciplinarian, & he insisted that you toe the line all the time; then probably your perception of God is much like that.
    But they say that if your earthly father was loving & gentle & tender, then probably your perception of God is more like that.
    And when Jesus pictures God to us, He tells of a father waiting anxiously for his son who had gone astray, & who welcomed him with open arms when he came home again.
    Jesus said, “God is like that.” Now if you have trouble seeing God like that, let me suggest that you do 2 things: 
	#1, take a long, hard look at the cross. If you do, it will remind you of how horrible our 	      sins are, & how deep is God’s love for us. 
	#2, take a long, hard look at God’s Word because it tells us again & again of God’s 	 	love. Listen to these words, “…let us love 1 another, for love comes from God 		…This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one & only Son into 		the world that we might live through Him. …Dear friends, since God so loved 		us, we also ought to love one another” [1 John 4:7a, 9, 11].
    So the first thing is - to change your mind about God. For if your perception of God is wrong everything else will be wrong, too. 

Here is the second change. Change your mind about your body. In Romans 12:1 Paul continues on saying, “I urge you…to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy & pleasing to God...” 
    We’ve been taught to think that our bodies belong only to us. So we hear such themes as: “It’s your body, you have the right to choose,” & "If it feels good - do it.” That’s basically a this world attitude.
    But God’s Word teaches that our bodies don’t belong to us alone. Not only are we God’s creation, but 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”

Thirdly, change your mind about the world. Vs. 2 says, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test & approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing & perfect will.” 
    Now the ways of the world have always been in conflict with the ways of God. The world sees things one way, & God sees them in another.

II. CHANGING OUR HEARTS

    Now here’s the second part – “Changing our hearts.” You see, if we change our minds & don’t change our hearts, then it just won’t work. 
    The Bible talks about all kinds of spiritual heart problems. There are hard hearts, troubled hearts & selfish, divided, boastful, unrepentant, lying, callous, doubting, lustful, slow to believe hearts. So the real need for us is to change our hearts. 
    When David faced up to his sin in Psalm 51, he realized his need. So he wrote, “Create in me a pure heart, O God.”
    Ezekiel also writes, “Rid yourselves of all of the offenses you have committed & get a new heart.” Until the heart changes, the changing of the mind is going to be pretty much useless. So the two go hand in hand. (Think, Act, Be - who’ve we become in Christ. Solid Truth, put into action, produces Godly character, leads to a changed world)
    Many times in the church we’re frustrated because we think we’re doing a bad job of teaching people, & people don’t know what to do. That might be part of it, but the older I get, the more I sense the problem is not teaching. The problem is a heart that doesn’t want to do the right thing.
    So the important question is: “How do we get a new heart?” Here are 4 steps:

1. First, “Humble yourselves before God.” Jesus said, “Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” So first of all, we have to humble ourselves before God.

    Jeremiah 13:23 says, “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Neither can you do good who are accustomed to doing evil.”
    In other words, if you have lived a life of rebellion against God, & the sins are deep inside, you are not going to change overnight, & you just can’t do it by yourself. So humble yourself before God & ask for His help.

2. Second, decide to obey God. In the military they’re taught to obey orders even though they don’t understand the reason for them. 
    In Christ it is pretty much the same way. You may not understand why God asks you to do certain things, but He is the Commander in Chief, & if He has commanded it you will do it because your heart & mind have been changed.

Jesus says, “Go & make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father & of the Son & of the Holy Spirit.” And Ezekiel says, “I will remove from them their heart of stone & I will give them a heart of flesh.”

ILL. Liz Higgins in her book, “Reflections of God,” tells of her own baptism. She wore a white dress on the day she was baptized to symbolize her new purity in Christ. She also wore a little gold chain. And on the chain she had a cross & the outline of a heart in gold.
    When she came up out of the water of the baptismal pool & was dressing, she noticed that the cross had become embedded inside the golden heart. She said that the symbolism was so real that she just left it there. 
    I tell you, people, when you resist the commands of God whatever they might be, then you’re never going to have a changed heart, because your resistance symbolizes that you’re standing strong in your own will & not God’s.

3. Third, “Do the right thing regardless of your feelings.” If you wait until you feel like doing it, you may wait a long time. I’ve discovered that most times our feelings will follow our actions. So do the right thing when you know the right thing to do, even though you may not feel like doing it.

4. Now here is #4, “Expect progress, but not perfection.” One of our problems is we think that when we do the right things, God will just make us into perfect little saints who never think wrong thoughts or want to do the wrong things again. 
    But that’s not true. As long as we’re residents of this world Satan is going to be seeking to entice us to slip back into his grasp again.
    So expect to be making progress,  but don’t expect perfection. We’ll never be perfect this side of heaven. But we can be forgiven, & be growing upward in Christ as long as we live.

ILL. I like the song, “He’s still working on me to make me what He wants me to be. It took Him just a week to make the moon & the stars & the sun & the earth & Jupiter & Mars. How patient & loving He must be because He’s still working on me.”

    The Apostle Peter said, “Dear friends, I urge you… to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds & glorify God…” [1 Peter 2:11-12].)
We offer every moment, thought, and activity of our lives as a sacrifice to God.
I never tire of hearing the story of the chicken that shared with a pig his desire to prepare a special breakfast for their farmer. The chicken said to the pig, “I will provide the eggs, and you provide the bacon.” The pig thought about it for a moment and then responded, “You are only making a contribution; I am making a total sacrifice!”
We should be willing to die for God, but he’s not asking us to be a “dead sacrifice”; he wants us to be a “living sacrifice.” Frankly, offering our lives as a dead sacrifice might be a bit easier. Someone once wisely said, “The problem with living sacrifices is they keep crawling off the altar.”
In light of what God has done to give us life, we should offer ourselves as living sacrifices back to him. We will serve God in any way He desires.
These application points have to do with the mind and heart uniting around a new life and identity. Service is the outward display of the new lifestyle. Yet, God is no drill sergeant, angrily barking out orders, or some cosmic slave master needing dirty work done. He lives in us as the very Source of life; He walks with us as a friend - but so much more.
The Christian whose life is continually yielded to God in surrender, sacrifice, and service will be not only a living witness but also a world changer.
To totally surrender, submitting to Christ’s authority and dedicating our lives to His service, will bring us into the company of some of the greatest humans to ever walk the planet — the heroes of our faith (Hebrews 11:1 – 12:3). Let us echo the words of one of those — the apostle Paul — as we close:
I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me — the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. Acts 20:24 
(David Platt - Foreward to Life on Mission)
    Ordinary people with extraordinary power preaching, praying, giving, and suffering for the spread of the gospel. 
    This is the picture of the early church we see on the pages of the New Testament. A small band of 12 men responded to Jesus’ life-changing invitation: “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19, ESV). In the days to come, they watched Jesus, listened to Him, and learned from Him how to love, teach, and serve others the same way He did. Then came the moment when they saw Him die on a cross for their sins, only to rise from the dead three days later. Soon He gathered them on a mountainside and issued this call: 
    All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.  MATTHEW 28:18-20 
    Just as Jesus had said from the beginning, these followers would now become fishers of men. His authoritative commission would become their consuming ambition. 
    Later Jesus’ disciples gathered with a small group of other Christ followers, about 120 in all, and they waited. True to His promise, Jesus sent His Spirit to every one of them, and immediately they began proclaiming the gospel. In the days to come, they scattered from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria to the ends of the earth (see Acts 1:8), and within one generation they grew to over four hundred times the size they were when they started. How did this happen? 
    The spread of the gospel in the Book of Acts took place primarily because ordinary people, empowered by an extraordinary presence, proclaimed the gospel everywhere they went. To be sure, God appointed well-known apostles like Peter, John, and Paul for certain positions of leadership in the church. Yet it was anonymous Christians who first took the gospel to Judea and Samaria, and it was unnamed believers who founded the church in Antioch, which became a base for the mission to the Gentile world. It was unidentified followers of Jesus who spread the gospel throughout all of Asia. Disciples were made and churches were multiplied in places the apostles never went. The good news of Jesus spread not just through gifted preachers but through everyday people whose lives had been transformed by the power of Christ. They went from house to house and to marketplaces and shops along streets and travel routes, leading people to faith in Jesus on a daily basis. 
    This is how the gospel penetrated the world during the first century: through self-denying, Spirit-empowered disciples of Jesus who were making disciples of Jesus. Followers of Jesus were fishing for men. Disciples were making disciples. Christians weren’t known for casual association with Christ and His church; instead, they were known for complete abandonment to Christ and His cause. The Great Commission wasn’t a choice for them to consider but a command for them to obey. Though they faced untold trials and unthinkable persecution, they experienced unimaginable joy as they joined Jesus to advance His kingdom. 
    I want to be part of a movement like that. I want to be part of a people who really believe we have the Spirit of God in each of us for the spread of the gospel through all of us. I want to be part of a people who gladly sacrifice the pleasures, pursuits, & possessions of this world because we’re living for treasure in the world to come. I want to be part of a people who forsake every earthly ambition in favor of one eternal aspiration: to see disciples made and churches multiplied from our houses to our communities to our cities to the nations. 
    This kind of movement involves all of us. 
	Every follower of Christ fishing for men. 
	Every disciple making disciples. 
	Ordinary people spreading the gospel in extraordinary ways all over the world. 
	Men and women from diverse back- grounds with different gifts and distinct platforms 	making disciples and multiplying churches through every domain of society in every 	place on the planet. 
This is God’s design for His church, and disciples of Jesus mustn’t settle for anything less. 



















Announcements:

	TODAY:
		Ornament Exchange - Tomorrow Night - Dec. 1

		Angel TREE - 
		
		congregational meeting Dec. 7

		Homeless out reach - Dec. 7/ Happy Birthday Lisa!

		Senior Lunch - Dec. 9 - Special Guests, Honor Choir

Prayer

	Jim Critchfield - His service will be Monday, Dec. 1 @ 2 pm, here @ NHCC - Desserts

	Harley Phillips, Jim Watsons brother-in-law died last week, services Tuesday. 

	Mickey Zumwalt - another surgery on knee to clear infection.

	Sarah & Blaze Gottfried - special needs to pray for

	Carolyn Gilmore doing better/. Janice Dunnington needing transportation. 

	Amy & Brandon Snavely blessed with a healthy baby girl, 6'14" and 18" long

Believe, a series to challenge us with:
		10 KEY Truths; 10 KEY Practices; & 10 KEY Virtues. 

Sign the WALL


Offering



