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WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

Sometimes people refuse to surrender. Hiroo Onoda did.[footnoteRef:1]  Onoda was a lieutenant in the Japanese army during World War II. As part of army intelligence he had been sent to Lubang, 90 miles southwest of the Philippine capital Manila, in December 1944. Three months later Allied troops landed on the island and Japanese troops began surrendering. [1:  Dead at 91, the Japanese WW2 soldier who refused to surrender for 30 years while hiding in Philippines jungle by Ted Thornhill at www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2541104/Japanese-soldier-Hiroo-Onoda-refused-surrender-WWII-spent-29-years-jungle-died-aged-91.html] 


But not Onada. He refused to give up and headed for the jungle with three other soldiers. His generation was taught absolute loyalty to Japan and its emperor. He and other soldiers in the Imperial Army followed a code that said death was preferable to surrender.  One of the other soldiers emerged from the jungle in 1950 and the other two died. Onada stayed and struggled to feed himself. He would steal rice and bananas from villagers and even shoot their cows to make dried beef. 

So he stayed on the island carrying out occasional guerilla warfare following the last orders he had been given. This lasted until February 20, 1974 when a young traveler named Norio Suzuki went to Lubang to find Onada. He made camp in jungle clearings and just waited. Onada was the one to make contact and they began to talk.

Suzuki returned and told authorities about Onada. They sent his commanding officer, Major Yoshimi Taniguchi, who had given him his last order, to bring about the surrender. Onada was pardoned by the Philippine government and went home to Japan with a hero’s welcome. Although he struggled to adapt to this new life he did not view his 30 years in the jungle as a waste of time.

He said, “I do everything twice as fast so I can make up for the 30 years. I wish someone could eat and sleep for me so I can work 24 hours a day.” He was the last Japanese soldier to surrender and died January 16, 2014.


If I ever said I can’t do something in front of my Dad when I was growing up, he would always say “There ain’t no such word as can’t.” I think every coach I ever had told me, “A winner never quits and a quitter never wins.” We’ve probably all been told, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” I have to admit I’ve lived my whole life with these thoughts in the back of mind. I don’t give up on anything very easily. We don’t like the idea of giving up or surrendering. 

With that thought in mind, isn’t it a little ironic that our theme for today in our Believe series is “Total Surrender.” That’s at least counter culture, if not counter intuitive. How does “never give up, never surrender” fit in with our key belief for today that “I dedicate my life to God’s purposes”? We are not the first to ask that question and I doubt that we will be the last. Is there a difference between never giving up and surrendering our lives to God? 
KEY QUESTION: How do I cultivate a life of surrendered/sacrificial service?
KEY IDEA:  I dedicate my life to God’s purposes.
The Bible is filled with people who were slow to give up on their plans and do what God asked.
· Moses had all kinds of excuses why he couldn’t go back to Egypt.
· Gideon was sure God had selected the wrong person to defeat the Midianites.
· Jeremiah said he was too young to be the Lord’s prophet.
· Jonah refused to go to Nineveh and caught a boat going the opposite direction.
· Esther was afraid the King would not welcome her and she would be put to death. 
· Mary and Joseph couldn’t believe they had been chosen….

I think we are a lot like these people before they surrendered their lives to God’s purposes. But ultimately these people all did what God asked. God used Moses to free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. God used Gideon to defeat the Midianites. God used Jeremiah to warn people about God’s judgment for sin and give them the promise of the New Covenant of forgiveness. God used Jonah to call the people of Nineveh to repentance. And God used Esther to save the Jewish people. Mary and Joseph became the earthly parents of Jesus.  Are we willing to follow their examples and surrender our lives to God?

SO……we have come to see surrender as weakness…..
	Call me anything but don’t call me chicken….
          I double dog double dare ya….

The cultural norm will always be to fulfill our own desires as much as possible — which is the opposite of our key idea. Committing to hand over life to an unseen God not only will be unpopular; it will also make for some difficult days. Why? Because we are choosing to go against the grain of the self-centered human nature. But note our key idea has a goal and purpose — to dedicate our lives to God’s purposes.
In Matthew 25, Jesus uses a metaphor about separating sheep from goats. In Scripture, believers are often compared to sheep. Here, Jesus uses this imagery while comparing unbelievers to goats. It is ironic to see the righteous group’s response to his invitation of eternal inheritance.
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ ” Matt. 25:37-39
The righteous people are a bit confused, which leads them to pose some questions. They had no idea that when they were serving people, they were also serving Jesus — feeding, clothing, and serving him — every time. Total surrender to Christ will result in these regular acts of love, not in isolated and rare incidents of self-directed humanitarian effort. And total surrender will elicit this response from the King: “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ ” Matt. 25:40
We must again repeat the greatest commandment, for its truth lies at the very heart of all the beliefs and practices of Jesus, but most especially the expression of this practice: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” Matt. 22:37-39

The Apostle Paul says that God wants that.  He calls it being a “living sacrifice.”  Paul had seen plenty of sacrifices.  Pagans in Rome made sacrifices at their temples.  Animals would be brought, put on an altar, killed and burned to a crisp.  Jews understood sacrifice.  For centuries they had brought animal sacrifices to their temple and the same would happen.  The animal would be tied down, placed on an altar, and killed.  A fire would then consume the body.

You’ve seen a sacrifice or two yourself.  If you’ve ever had your favorite chicken strips you’ve had a sacrifice. Some chicken laid down its life as an offering to become your chicken strip.  It was an acceptable sacrifice.  That slab of steak, that quarter pounder with cheese….some poor cow somewhere laid down its life for you….

Paul speaks of another acceptable sacrifice in KEY VERSE  Romans 12:1: “I urge you,  brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship.”   

According to Paul, worship is not an event.  It is a sacrificial life. It’s a life that surrenders itself to God’s purposes. Paul says that our worship is found in presenting our bodies as living sacrifices.  And there is a problem with living sacrifices.  They keep climbing down off the altar.  


Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.  Luke 9:23-26

KEY APPLICATIONS – What does it mean to surrender to God’s plans….
· We offer every moment, thought, and activity of our lives as a sacrifice to God.  It means that we let Jesus take the lead and follow Him. We don’t know what the future will bring, but we do know that Lord will always be with us. So we listen to God’s voice, turn away from everything that is counter to His will, and follow Him.
· It means that we wait for God’s timing. The children of Israel waited a long time for God to send His Son into our world. God may not act as quickly as we want. But he is never late. God is always on time. So instead of taking matters into our own hands, we wait for God’s timing.
· It means that we trust in God’s promises. God always keeps His promises. As God promised, He sent His Son into our world to pay the price for our sins. As God promises, He will always be with us and help us face the challenges of life. As God promises, Jesus will come again as the Lord and Savior of all who believe in Him.
· And yes it means that we serve in any way God desires.  We never give up on the Lord, on His promises, on His people. We never give up on following the Lord because God is with us. 

CONCLUSION:  ROPE ILLUSTRATION – strung around building….

Imagine this rope as extending on forever…..around the world a few times….
Imagine that this rope is a time line of your existence.  You will

Green part – this represents your time on earth
You have a few short years here on earth and then eternity.  What blows me away is how we can become so consumed with the green part…..thats all we think about, we are consumed by
Work hard and save save save so I can enjoy this part here.  Travel, vacation, education  what about this, this, and that…

The Bible teaches what I do with this little part determines how I will exist for millions and millions and millions of years forever
Why would I spend this part trying to make myself as comfortable as possible, trying to live as well as I can – we need to live for eternity.  I am going to invest my life for the moment when I cross the finish line, when I cross over.  I am going to live for this mission – this ministry – serving Jesus.

Looking at the moment when I face God,  We have one chance at this, one life that can end at any moment. We have one shot, no more.  What you do with the GREEN part, determines the rest of it….

Don’t be fooled. 
You’re going to do that so you can enjoy right now, not knowing if you have tomorrow.  Don’t look around at all the temptations around, everyone lives that way.  Everyone lives for the GREEN part, not for the millions of years…..

Disciples live for eternity – serving with Jesus.

I’m not going to look around at all this stuff.  Everyone lives for the green part, and not thinking about the millions and millions of years.  Will you live differently?  Will you surrender?

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 3:12-14

Paul, I’m straining for the mark, I’m going to live this out, God will hand me the trophy.  I’m going to pass that line well
However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.  Acts 20:24

THE PROBLEM IS THAT WE ARE TRYING TO HOLD ON TO STUFF WE WEREN’T INTENDED TO HOLD ON TO…..

It’s time to raise a white flag and surrender. Don’t wait as long as Onada did. You’ll miss too much life if you do.

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!
