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Last week we studied Single-mindedness, aligning ourselves to God’s will, desiring God’s will above all else. Praying a prayer of trust, indifference and wisdom to stay focused on God and his priorities for my life. At the 8:45 service God gave us an opportunity to be the church we are learning about. God gave us the opportunity to live out what we were learning about. I was talking about being single minded, not being distracted by anything except keeping our eyes on the Lord—like Peter walking on water, or like Jehoshaphat saying, “God, we don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” To discern we begin with three prayers: A prayer of quiet trust. A prayer for indifference. A prayer for wisdom. I was sharing our discernment process as church leadership, when Doug Perkins, an elder who was with us the day before at our Leadership Retreat, collapsed in the transept over here. He had a stroke, a brain hemorrhage, which is why his breathing was so loud. I stopped my message and we focused our attention on him and prayed. We prayed for him, for Carolyn and their kids Russell 18, Michelle 20 and Julia 22. He’s been improving a little each day, yet there is a long way for him to go. We are praying for miracle, and we are trusting God no matter the outcome. 

What’s been remarkable to see is how Doug was cared for here in the sanctuary, how his family and small group and so many others in our church family rally around Doug and his family. What else are we here for? We are not just exploring intellectual curiosities, but we are being transformed. We are becoming different kinds of people that look more like Jesus. 

If single mindedness is pursuing God’s will above our own, staying focused on what God wants for our lives, then Total Surrender is doing his will. 

Key Idea: I dedicate my life to God’s purposes. 

Key Verse: Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Romans 12:1

This is a verse you may have memorized, a verse you ought to memorize. If John 3:16 is the gospel in a nutshell, then Romans 12:1 is the Christian life in a nutshell. 

And it begins with the affirmation that 
1. God is fully devoted to us.
in view of God’s mercy

Paul spends 11 chapters reviewing God’s plan to bring all creation back into relationship with himself through Jesus. In Chapter 12, Paul begins with “Therefore…” which refers back to what God has done for us. This is the demonstration of God’s mercy. He doesn’t give us what we deserve. Our sins require death, but instead he offers us life through Jesus.

God is fully devoted to us. The story of God is seeking relationship with us –rescuing his people because of his steadfast covenant love, which we see in the great old testament stories, including Daniel. He is thrown into the fire, but God rescues him. And Nebuchadnezzar gives praise to God for his devotion to Daniel. 

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. Daniel 3:8–28

And in the new testament we see how God rescues us through Jesus because he loves us:

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

1 John 4 This is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

God is fully devoted to us. He loves us. 

That love compels us to do something. to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God

2. God asks us to live as an offering--
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God

Imagine laying ourselves on the altar every day, having the courage to ask God what he calls you to do, and then the courage to do what God tells you. 

This is what it means to follow Jesus. We talk about following Jesus as if following was synonymous with believing. But following means following. It is the response of a disciple, a student with his rabbi teacher. It’s ridiculous to say I want to be a student, but refuse to follow. The whole point was to become like the one you followed, which means apprenticing, becoming what the teacher is. So, Jesus calls the disciples to his own standard of giving his life as an offering.  

23 “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?” Luke 9:23–26 

What would that look like for the disciples? In the early church, it eventually meant for many of Jesus’s followers, death. They were willing to die, as Jesus died and count it a privilege. 

8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. 10 But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke…  54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. Acts 6:8–7:60 (NIV) 

Stephen was the first martyr. All the disciples of Jesus would actually lose their lives for the sake of following Jesus. And today there are those who will not renounce Jesus and are losing their lives at the hands of terrorists. 

It doesn’t always happen that we lose our lives in death. But we die to ourselves. We sacrifice. That’s a tough word for us to hear. But we have experience in sacrifice: 

We sacrifice for our children. How do we understand love and sacrifice? We sacrifice for the sake of advancing our children, grandchildren. But when the object is Jesus and the gospel, what happens? 

Can I give myself as an offering out of my love for God? This is an image of worship—bringing a sacrifice to God. Psalms talk about bringing a sacrifice of praise. God doesn’t want animal sacrifices, he wants a broken and contrite heart, and undivided heart for God. 

We sacrifice to serve. God has designed us to desire giving ourselves away generously. Life is better lived with generosity. We give ourselves away and it has it’s own reward. How else do you explain the 1400 who will serve next weekend instead of the 1100 normally on campus on a typical Sunday?

It feels good. So sacrifice doesn’t always feel bad. There is a satisfaction that I’m living my life for the sake of others. I would say it’s the only way to truly understand the Christian life is total surrender. 

Willing to give all to the point of death. As Jesus was with the disciples in the upper room, he broke the bread and said, “This is my body broken for you—remember me.” And we remember him by making his life as an offering the center of our life together. He sacrificed himself for us.  So what do we give sacrifice for? 

3. Generously give ourselves to God’s purposes. 
this is your true and proper worship

if discernment is discovering and aligning ourselves with God’s will, then total surrender is doing it. It’s actually doing what God has called us to. And that brings joy. 

12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. 15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. Philippians 1:12–21

Do you see the single-mindedness in Paul? Last week we talked about being single-minded, discerning God’s will by praying a prayer of trust, a prayer of indifference and a prayer for wisdom. Do you see this in Paul? 

· His trust that God is leading—what has happened has served to advance the gospel, 

· His indifference that God’s will be done—whether others preach from false motives or true, and whether he lives or dies.

· His wisdom to have courage so that Christ might be exalted through him; wisdom to be faithful as he moves forward. 

Total surrender, then is living it out. Submitting ourselves to God’s will, and then doing it. And the following week we will talk about how we give ourselves generously with five final practices:

 Biblical Community  Spiritual Gifts  Offering My Time  Giving My Resources  Sharing My Faith

Total surrender is a desire, but it’s also a journey.  Look back on your life and see what you have surrendered already to the Lord. What are you doing today to live generously in community, using your spiritual gifts, offering your time, giving your resources, or sharing your faith? 

Every genuine expression of love grows out of a consistent and total surrender to God. Martin Luther King, Jr.

It’s deciding to live your life generously in the big and the little things. It’s slowing down to enter into the life of someone else as simply as a smile, or giving up an afternoon to tutor, or holding a child once a month in the nursery. It’s a life surrendered to God’s purposes so that his life flows into us and then through us to the world. It flows into our marriages and our families, and our small groups, and our church and then flows out to the world. 

As for me, I am in your hands; do with me whatever you think is good and right. Jeremiah 26:14

Bow and Arrow Illustration: We are in God’s hands like a bow and arrow. The bow is aligned to the target. The one target for all of us is God’s will, but there are many different ways God will lead us. There are many ways to experience biblical community, or use our spiritual gifts, or offer our time, give our resources, or sharing your faith. Single mindedness is listening to God and discerning where he is leading us. But aiming is not the end of archery. The arrow must be released. We fly, we are let loose, propelled into doing what God has called us to do. That’s total surrender.  

Single mindedness is targeting the arrow in one direction. You are aimed, you are focused. total surrender is releasing the arrow to follow the trajectory. It is moving to the purpose God is calling us to: to love, bless and encourage others. 

Total surrender is the progression, my ideas and ideals are now subsumed into God's purpose, and each choice in my day is put into the filter of what is God's good in this circumstance. Even to sacrifice.

How is God directing you this week to love, bless, encourage? Next weekend we are aimed at 75 targets together on Community Serve Day. We do this together as a community to change our thinking, help us dream God’s dreams, and to be launched together into the world. 

O God of Wisdom, who eternally makes all things new; encourage by your Holy Spirit those of us who seek to discern your will that we may labor together for the building up of your world and your Church; counsel us when to act and when to wait;  turn our hearts always toward those in greatest need, and away from our own preoccupations and fears; help us never to forget that love and mercy are your greatest gifts, given us all to offer one another as we see in them Jesus Christ who alone is our joy, our way, our truth, and our life. Amen (from Ruth Haley Barton, Pursuing God’s Will Together)
