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December is decision month. We probably make more decisions in the month of December than we even realize. Maybe that is because we are so busy at this time of the year. Today is decision day at Peace. We have decisions to make today about the budget and election of new leaders for 2015. We also have a decision to make about the addition to our church building. 

We all have to make a lot of different decisions for ourselves and our families. We get invitations at this time of the year to a whole range of things. We have to decide what we are going to do and what we don’t do. We have to make big decisions about our Christmas celebration, the where, when and with who of Christmas. What are our priorities at this time of the year? Is our focus on our gifts or on God’s gift to us? Who is most important in our homes, Santa or Jesus? 

We are nearing the half-way point in the BELIEVE series. We are looking at what we as Christians do, how we put our faith into practice. The key question for today is “How do I keep my focus on Jesus amidst so many distractions?” What a great question this time of the year.

If we want to keep our focus on Jesus, we have to make that our priority. But there is a big difference between priorities we want and the path that we take. Let me give you some examples:
· A high school student wants to graduate with a high enough grade point average so that he can go to the college of his choice, but neglects his studies.
· A married woman says, “I want to have a great relationship with my husband,” but she makes the children her priority over them.
· A dad says, “I want my kids to respect me as they grow up,” but he cuts corners, makes compromises and bad decisions. 
· A young Christian says, “I want to develop a deep and lasting intimacy with God,” but gets up early in the morning to surf the internet.
· A Christian couple says, “We’d like our children to develop a personal relationship with God,” but then they skip church when they have company, take their kids to their sports or other activities on Sunday morning, or drop the kids off for Sunday School while they go off to do something else. 

None of these people will reach their goals if they keep following the same path. The direction we take, not the intentions we have, determine our destination. If you want to go to Ann Arbor after the services today, but turn right on Jackson Road, you’re going to have to turn around or end up in Chelsea. 

So what direction are you going in life? Jesus invited his first disciples to “Follow Him!” He invited them to walk with him, to spend time with him, to learn from him. In other words, Jesus invites us to take the path of faith. We all know that there are a lot of distractions along the way. There are a lot of good things that we could do that would up take us on a different path. We may not even realize we’re straying away from the Lord. That is why Jesus says, “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.” (Matthew 6:33 NLT)

I think this is one of the biggest challenges parents face in raising their kids today. It is not easy saying “No!” to all of the good things our kids can be involved in. Certainly we don’t have to say no to everything. But maybe we should learn how to say “No” to some things even if our kids don’t like it. After all if we lead them on the path that sports, recreation, making money or catching up on sleep is more important than walking with the Lord and worshipping Him, it shouldn’t come as a surprise when they decide to take a different path later in life. They are really just taking the path we set out before them. 

That doesn’t mean other things in life are not important. They are. But if we want to follow the Lord, they can’t be out top priority. Jesus said “No one can serve two masters.” (Matthew 6:24) No one can take two paths in live. It just doesn’t work. That only makes us more anxious. So Jesus says, “Not to worry about everyday life.” (Matthew 6:25) God knows our needs. He knows our greatest need is a right relationship with him. He promises to take care of the rest of our needs when we put him first in our lives. 

When Jesus tells us to seek God’s kingdom first in our lives, I think He is encouraging us to simplify our lives. If there is ever a time of the year we need to that, it’s Christmas time. There are two big steps in simplifying our lives.
Step #1. Identify what’s most important to you. 
Step #2. Eliminate as much of everything else as you can.

If the Christian faith and your relationship with God are the most important, then make the celebration of Jesus birth the top priority of your Christmas celebration. That doesn’t mean you have to remove family and friends from your Christmas celebration. It does mean that you include them in your celebration. You can do that by celebrating Christmas with them in church, by sending out Christian Christmas cards, by reading and talking about the gift of God’s Son before you open your other gifts, or by giving something to help others in need instead of just getting stuff for yourself and your family. 

If your family is your second priority, then turn down some of those invitations to parties or other events that would take you away from your family. Pass on overtime work so you can say yes to your spouse and kids. It is ok to say “No!” 
When you’re not sure what to do, make decisions based on Christian values. God values relationships. God values His relationship with us. Christmas, the birth of God’s Son, makes that very clear. The Apostle Paul tells us, “But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own children.” (Galatians 4:4-5 NLT) God also values our relationship with others. Jesus tells us to love others, to look out for the needs of others. The Ten Commandments tell us to value marriage and family relationships, to value the life, property and reputation of others. 

It’s not too late to change your course. Jesus came to find those who had strayed off the right path. God is inviting us to focus on the main thing, to receive the gift of God’s Son and to walk with Him in faith. You may not end up where you want to be if you continue down the wrong path. Amen.




