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22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far
from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, "Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid." 
28 Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." 29He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind,e he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!"  
31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?" 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 

Our chapter in Believe this week was called “Single Mindedness.”  That’s a term that many of us have probably never used, and before you read the chapter, you might have been wondering what it was all about.  But this was a great chapter, filled with verses that challenged us to keep our focus on the right thing.  When King Jehoshaphat faced three invading armies, it would have been very easy to focus on the enemy.  But that would have been the wrong thing.  When Jesus was faced with Pharisees who opposed just about everything he said or did, it would have been easy focus on the opposition.  But it would have been the wrong thing.  When Peter was miraculously walking across the top of a lake, it would have been easy to focus on the wind and the rain that he was walking through.  So he did.  And, it was the wrong thing for him to focus on.

How about you.  What are you focusing on in life?  What’s your top priority?  What are you aiming at?  Are you keeping your focus on God?  When the storms of life rage, do you look at the winds and the rains, or do you look to the One who knows the way through the storm?  What are you focusing on? The problem that is vexing you?  The mistake you made yesterday or last year?  The storm of life that you find yourself in today?  Those are the wrong things to focus on.  

Where is your focus??  That is the question that made all the difference in whether Peter sank or walked.  
That is the question that makes a big difference as to how we fare when life’s storms come to us.
When it is time for us to sink or swim, to rise or fall, when the time comes for us to push on through the storms of life, what we are focusing on can make all the difference.  

If you read the chapter this week, you read about Jehoshaphat.  King Jo was the leader of the kingdom of Judah when the armies of Ammon and Moab and Mt Seir all came with the intention of invading his country and defeating his people.  And the king’s job is to protect his people right?  So what was the first thing he did?  Did he sound the alarm?  Did he raise the army?  Did he call his blacksmiths to get to work producing swords and spears to be ready for the battle?  Did he fortify the walls of the city to defend against the invaders?  Did he call his people together and pray?  That’s what he did.  His focus could have gone in so many different directions.  But with a singleminded intensity, he called his people to pray.  

And it was there, in that time of worship, that God spoke through a prophet, and assured them that the battle was his.  And in the end, it was.  If you haven’t read the chapter this week, I encourage you to go back and read about King Jehoshaphat this week.  He gives us a great example of the singleminded devotion and dependence we are called to.  He didn’t ignore the crisis.  He didn’t whistle in the dark and pretend it wasn’t there.  But he did keep his priorities.  When the storms of life were raging, his first thought was to turn to God.  How about you?

What about us?  We don’t always keep our focus.  And we certainly don’t find it easy to allow God to take the battle.  We find it a lot easier to stay up at night, to worry until our stomachs hurt and our heads ache, to prepare for battle and to fight it out than we do to allow God to claim the battle for us.  Where’s your focus?  King Jo’s story reminds us not to divide our minds, our thoughts, and our priorities, but to remain singlemindedly intent on God’s presence, God’s power, and God’s promise.

Is that easy for you?  It’s not always easy for me.  It doesn’t always come natural to us to remain singlemindedly focused on God.  When there’s a big problem in front of me, I know that my priorities shift to the problem.  And that’s not all bad.  The Bible doesn’t tell us to ignore our problems.  It does tells us to keep our priorities, even when we are most tempted to re-order them away from the God who desires our devotion.  Where we go wrong is when we become so focused on the storm or the enemy or crisis that we forget all about the God who promises to be with us through everything.  

Peter’s story illustrates for us what happens when we lose focus.  Peter was doing great.  In fact, he was doing better than great.  He wasn’t just on top of the world, he was on top of the water.    But something happened, and he began to sink.  What happened?  He lost focus.

Peter’s story sounds out of this world.  I don’t know about you, but I’ve never walked on water.  But his story teaches us two very important truths.  First, even when we’re on top, the storms come.  Peter was having the best day of his life.  He saw Jesus on the water, and was so excited, he asked for the impossible.  He asked for an invitation to join him.  Imagine what must have gone through Peter’s mind as he took those first steps over the side of the boat---and did not sink!!  He sees Jesus right there in front of him, and simply walks toward him.   But then, he becomes aware of his surroundings.  He was on top of the water, he was right there with Jesus, but right there with Jesus, the winds blew and the rains fell, and the storm raged.

We need to know that.  I hope you’re close to Jesus.  If you’re not, I hope you’ll step closer.  But know this:  Just because you’re close to Jesus doesn’t mean life gets easy.  The corollary to that is just because life gets tough does not mean that Jesus is far away.  Life is life.  Life has storms.  Jesus doesn’t take all the storms from us. But he knows the way through them.  We just have to keep our focus on him, and not on the storm.

And that’s the second thing we can learn from Peter’s day on the water.  First, even when we’re on top, the storms come.  Second, when we lose focus, we just might sink.

He takes his eyes off of Jesus and looks at the waves, at the spray being blown by the wind.  He takes his eyes off of Jesus, and begins to sink.  Did you ever start to sink in the storms of life?
Here’s some questions for you:
Did you ever have sleepless nights?  Were you tempted to allow an extra drink or two to take the edge off?  Do you get worried about things enough that you’re no fun to be around?  Those are some of the things that happen when we take our focus off of Jesus, and we begin to sink.

The good news is, we don’t have to keep sinking.  Peter shows us what to do.

Even when he lost his focus, he remembered he was not alone.  In that instant, he instinctively knows what to do.  Even as he feels his life slipping beneath the waves, he knows where his salvation lies.  He gets his focus back.  He cries out, “Lord save me!”  And in an instant, his LifeGuard is there, extending His hand, grasping on to Peter, and pulling him to safety.  

I want to think for a minute about what Peter did right, and what he did wrong.  What Peter did right was to have faith in the first place.  Jesus told him to walk, so he walked.  It was impossible, but he did it.  That is not an easy faith to have.  How many of us have faith like that?  A faith that allows us to do what seems impossible, because we know God wants us to do it?  That is what Peter got right.

What Peter got wrong was that he took his eyes off of Jesus.  When the going got tough, he focused on the danger, and lost sight of his savior.  Again I ask, how many of us share this trait with Peter.  How easy is it to lose focus?  How easy is it to look not on God’s presence and power and promise in our times of trial, but on how bad things are around us.  When the storms come, what are we focusing on?

But then Peter got one more thing right.  And that is that in the midst of failing, even as he sank, he got his focus back. 
 He remembered what to do. 
 He remembered that still, in the midst of those waves, Jesus was with him.  
He remembered that with Jesus is salvation, and he called out, and was saved.  
And that is the great test of our faith, as well.  
When we can do nothing, do we believe that God can still do something?  
When the storms are raging, can we keep our focus on the God who knows the way through the storm?

There is an old spiritual hymn in our hymnal that reminds us what to do when we can do nothing else.
When the storms of life are raging, stand by me.  
When the world is tossing me Like a ship upon the sea, Thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me.  
When the hosts of sin assail, And my strength begins to fail, 
when I’ve done the best I can, And my friends misunderstand, 
Thou who knowest all about me, stand by me.  
In these times in our lives, do we wonder just what we can do, or do we ask for the Lord to “Stand by me?”  In these times of our lives, do we look at the storm, or do we keep our focus on the one who stands with us through the storm? 

Just like Peter, we get some things right and some things wrong.  
And just like Peter, sometimes God wants us to take steps of faith.  
And just like Peter, we need to keep our focus on the One who is with us in the storm.  
And, just like when Peter began to sink, when we begin to sink, we are not alone.  
Even when we are out there, trying to walk on water but sinking, Jesus helps us and is there for us.  
 
I don’t know just how God might call you to step out in faith.  I’m sure God is calling some here today to step out in new ways of service to Him through this church or in the world.  And it can be a scary thing.  All I can say, is listen to Him.  And if you need some help with that, then I am here, and I am happy to help you listen to what God might be calling you to.

I don’t know just what storms you are walking through right now.  But I do know this.  You’re not alone in them.  Can you keep your focus on the right thing?  Peter took his eyes off of Jesus, and began to sink.  The good news is, Jesus was still there.  And when Peter called out, he was lifted through the storm. Can you keep your focus when the storms of life threaten?  

Three armies came against Judah.  And King Jehoshaphat did what?  He called his people to pray.  He kept his focus.  And the battle was the Lord’s.  

Can you keep your focus?

As you think about how God might call you to get out of the boat and walk by faith into new things, or as you face insurmountable enemies, or as the storms of life are raging, I want to be like Jehoshaphat, and call us to pray. I found this prayer printed in a worship book, and I ask you to pray with me as we close our time together this week.

Lord God, you have called your servants to
ventures of which we cannot see the endings, 
by paths as yet untrodden,  through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, 
Not knowing where we go, 
But only that your hand is leading us, 
And your love supporting us; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
