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[bookmark: _GoBack]A century ago, a band of brave souls became known as one-way missionaries. They purchased single tickets to the mission field without the return half. And instead of suitcases, they packed their few earthly belongings into coffins. As they sailed out of port, they waved good-bye to everyone they loved, everything they knew. They knew they'd never return home.
    A.W. Milne was one of those missionaries. He set sail for the New Hebrides in the South Pacific, knowing full well that the headhunters who lived there had martyred every missionary before him. Milne did not fear for his life because he had already died to himself. His coffin was packed. For thirty-five years, he lived among that tribe and loved them. When he died, tribe members buried him in the middle of their village and inscribed this epitaph on his tombstone.
When he came there was no light.
When he left there was no darkness.
    When did we start believing that God wants to send us to safe places to do easy things?
That faithfulness is holding the fort and that playing it safe is safe? Jesus didn't die to keep us safe. He died to make us dangerous. Faithfulness is not holding the fort. It's storming the gates of hell.  It's time to quit living as if the purpose of life is to arrive safely at death. The will of God is not an insurance plan. It’s a daring plan.
    The complete surrender of your life to the cause of Christ isn’t radical. It’s normal!
    It’s time to quit living as if the purpose of life is to arrive safely at death.
    It’a time to go all in and all out for the ALL in All!
    Pack your coffin!   (Mark Batterson - ALL IN!)
(Webster’s Definition)
Single-mindedness is having only one purpose, goal, or interest: focused on 1 thing.
(Applied Biblical Definition - based on Webster and my application of Scripture)
Single-mindedness is surrendering all of you to all of Him! It’s a simple recognition that every second of time, every ounce of energy, and every penny is a gift from God and for God. 
The opposite of this would be "absent-minded", "scattered", or perhaps just "distracted."
How would you assess your attention to Christ in the adventure of daily living:
	absent minded - having or showing a habitually forgetful or inattentive disposition.
	scattered - disorganized, disorderly, diffused
	distracted - disturbed, panicked, inattentive, faraway

Know that there are good forms of "single-mindedness" and bad forms. Here's the difference.
· The bad single minded: When one becomes so preoccupied with a task that they lose all grip with their daily responsibilities and accountability to others, this is obviously a form of self delusion. We often label these personality types as "self-centered" or "self obsessed", carrying a negative connotation. 
· The good form of "single-minded" is the ability to block out distractions and erroneous thoughts in order to concentrate better. 

What are the distractions in our world that disrupt our single-mindedness?
		Sports	Careers	Relationships/Family	Hobbies	Technology . . .

Any of these WRONG - - NOT really, but they become wrong when they are the thieves that steal our single-mindedness from Christ!

    Playing basketball or baseball; participating in band or choir; pursuing career, hobbies and family doesn’t stop a Christian from being all IN - BUT we won’t be:
		Silent about our faith in Christ;
		Sloppy about our life’s choices
		Shoddy in our practice or
		Showboat our success over others.
Our sport, career, hobby & family will become the platform for our passion and purpose in Christ - when we are single-minded in our approach.

(A pastor participating as a BETA church for this study shared this example from his childhood:)
FIVE Secrets that improve single mindedness that leads to a Victorious Christian Life:
	First moments of every day;
	First Day of every week;
	First dime of every dollar;
	First thought of every consideration;
	First love of our heart!
Delight yourself in the LORD and He will give you the desires of your heart! Ps. 37:4
Let’s take a closer look at what this looks like.  Matthew 6:25-32
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
MATTHEW 6:33
    Because of our sinful nature and self-centeredness, we often start an endeavor with the mind-set of what we want and then ask God to bless it — treating him like a sort of cosmic Santa Claus and expecting our wishes to be fulfilled. This makes life about us, not HIM — about our will, not his.
Matthew 6:33 inspires a fully submitted relationship in which God, HIS ways, and HIS plan are put first on a daily basis, trusting HE will do the absolute best for us in any circumstance. While what he does is always right for us, we will certainly not always agree with how HE allows life to play out. This is where faith makes all the difference. Keeping our focus on “his kingdom & his righteousness” is what we mean by being single-minded.
It is vital to understand what the phrase “these things” means in the second half of verse 33. We must look at verses 25 – 32 to gain context.
“I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you — you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.” Matt: 6:25-32
Jesus is letting us know he is well aware of what we need, if we will simply depend on him to provide. Dependence on him is a precursor to single-mindedness — which leads us to verse 34: “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
Jesus knows that a single-minded person will live each day yielded to God’s will and direction, just as he modeled for us in his three years of ministry. Jesus placed God’s will first, and he was provided for; so we can also trust he will do the same for us, his children.
Ever heard the old saying, “You can’t have your cake and eat it too”? Well, this may well be one of the only situations in life where this statement is incorrect, because once we surrender to God, we receive an abundant life here and the gift of eternal life in heaven.
KEY QUESTION: How do I keep my focus on Jesus amid distractions?
Single-mindedness points to and permeates all the key beliefs to think like Jesus. Let me cite just a few examples: 
1. He is God, and I am not. The focus of my life is on him. (BELIEF: God) 
2. The authority of the Bible has my attention and outlines my priorities. (BELIEF: Bible) 
3. My priorities come from the Owner of life. (BELIEF: Stewardship)
Jesus is the ultimate model of what single-mindedness looks like. John records this statement of Jesus: “ ‘My food,’ said Jesus, ‘is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.’ ” (John 4:34) If we are to act like him, we must increasingly surrender our minds and hearts to his will.
KEY IDEA: I focus on God and his priorities for my life. (SAY it with me . . . repeat!)
    A good place to start being single-minded about God is to evaluate and target areas where we may not be seeking him. Here’s an exercise to help you do this. At the end of a day, take a few minutes to think back through your activities. Try to recall your thought processes as well. If someone had shadowed you all day, what might they say you were seeking? What would a stranger see you place “Prominient” in your life? What were you focused on? Exactly what were your priorities?
Here is the startling great news about a relationship with God: He will never say to any of us, “Well, I met someone else . . .” or “I just don’t think this is working out.” He is all-in, 24/7/365, and is constantly pursuing us. He seeks us all the time — forever.
The great challenge for us is to remain faithful to him. Yet when we fail, and we will, we can seek forgiveness and move right back into relationship with him.
As we mature in our belief, an ever-growing desire should be to simply love and seek the One who promises to never leave or forsake us — not because we want more blessings or favor, but solely because he is worthy of our full focus and attention. This is another strong indicator of single-mindedness.
Pursuing God as the very first thing — before anything else — is a clear mission statement. When we get to that frequent questioning point of “What is God’s will for my life?” Matthew 6:33 provides a steady answer to this question. Single-mindedness is the answer in our search.
Unlike an earthly king’s physical realm, God’s kingdom is only visible in the lives of his followers who are doing the very thing we are talking about — seeking him first. Earthly kings have borders and boundaries; God does not. His kingdom is found in his people and his activity. As his temples, wherever we move, his kingdom is represented.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
• We set goals informed by God’s agenda and will.
• We don’t ask God to bless our plan but to bless my alignment to HIS plan.
• We trust God to meet our needs and desires.
God makes a profound promise to us in Matthew 6:33 and offers a great blessing for being single-minded. He promises that if we will trust Him first & foremost to take care of HIS business here on earth, HE will take care of us both here and in eternity. 
Who else could offer you such an amazing deal? Let me state the DEAL again -
The Apostle Paul defines the deal that is on the table this way:  “God made Him who knew NO sin to be sin for us, so that in HIM we might become the righteousness of God.” The moment we bow our knee to the lordship of Jesus Christ, all of our sin is transferred to Christ’s account and paid in full. It was nailed to the cross 2,000 years ago! But that’s only half the gospel. Mercy is not getting what we deserve - the wrath of God. Grace is getting what we don’t deserve - the righteousness of God. Everything we’ve done wrong is forgiven and forgotten. And everything Christ did right - His righteousness - is transferred to our account. And then God Calls it even.
  Mark Batterson says it this way: The gospel costs nothing. We cannot buy it or earn it. It can only be received as a free gift, compliments of God’s grace. So it costs nothing, but it demands everything. And that is where most of us get stuck -- spiritual no-man’s-land. We’re too Christian to enjoy sin and too sinful to enjoy Christ. We’ve got just enough Jesus to be informed, but not enough to be transformed.
 We want everything God has to offer without giving up anything. We want to buy in without selling out.
In December 2006, eighteen-year-old Katie Davis of Brentwood, Tennessee, traveled to Uganda for the first time. She had no idea that the very course of her life would be changed on the trip and that her life would take on a razor-sharp focus in one small corner of the world. In 2007, Katie returned to Uganda to teach kindergarten at an orphanage. She was surprised by the number of children sitting on the side of the road or working in the fields. There were no government-run public schools in the area of Uganda where she was living. Most schools are privately operated and require fees for attendance, making it unaffordable for children to get an education. 
Katie began a child sponsorship program that matched orphaned children with sponsors to provide education funding, school supplies, daily hot meals, spiritual discipleship, and medical care. By January 2008, Katie had brought 150 kids into the program. To date, over 600 children are now in her care. She also started a feeding program in the Karimojong community to more than 1,200 children. They also receive schooling, medical care, Bible study, and health training.
Katie established a nonprofit organization called Amazima Ministries International to meet the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of orphaned children in Uganda. In the Lugandan language, amazima means “truth.”
In January 2008, Katie became the mother of three orphaned girls. Today, the mother of thirteen adopted daughters, she says, “People tell me I am brave. People tell me I am strong. People tell me good job. Well, here is the truth of it. I am really not that brave, I am not really that strong, and I am not doing anything spectacular. I am just doing what God called me to do as a follower of him. Feed his sheep, do unto the least of his people.”3
Young Katie Davis’s life is a bright example of single-mindedness & the amazing blessing God can bring through its practice. She has no doubt when her feet hit the floor each morning that her life has divine purpose & meaning. She knows the truth of Jesus’ words: “If you cling to your life, you will lose it, & if you let your life go, you will save it.” Lk 17:33
As we practice single-mindedness, something begins to change within us. The words of the psalmist become true in our life:
Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.  Ps. 37:4
    The decision to follow God is difficult at first because his plan often conflicts with our plan. But when we first focus on God, he promises to give us the desires of our heart. Here’s how it works. 
    As you go through the process of focusing on God, he changes the desires of your heart so that, over time, what you want for yourself mirrors what he wants for you.
No one can deny that our lifestyles today are chaotic and complex. Single-mindedness actually offers simplicity. Our lives can be uncluttered by the Creator and set on a path toward purpose and peace by his grace and mercy. 
CONCLUSION
    Have you ever wondered what makes the difference between a spotlight & a laser beam?
    How can a medium-powered laser burn through steel in a matter of seconds, while the most powerful spotlight can only make it warm?
    Both may have the same electrical power requirements.
    The difference is unity.
    A laser can be simply described as a medium of excited molecules with mirrors at each end. Some of the excited molecules naturally decay into a less excited state.
    In the decay process they release a photon, a particle of light.
It is here that the unique process of the laser begins.
    The photon moves along and “tickles” another molecule, inviting another photon to join him on his journey.
    Then these two photons “tickle” two more molecules and invite two more photons to join the parade.
    Soon there is a huge army of photons marching in step with each other.
It is this unity that gives the laser its power.
    A spotlight may have just as many photons, but each is going its own independent way, occasionally interfering with other photons.
    As a result, much of its power is wasted and cannot be focused to do any useful work.
However, the laser, because of its unity, is like an army marching in tight formation and is able to focus all its power on its objective. I wonder what would happen if The Church had laser like focus - single-mindedness together what God might do in our world today!

