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    I thought it would be a good idea to begin this morning with a little Bible quiz. You guys should do really well on this.  
1. Where is the first tennis match mentioned in the Bible?    When Joseph served in 									       	      Pharaoh’s court.

2. Which Bible character had no parents?			     Joshua, son of Nun.

3. What kind of man was Boaz before he got married?	      Ruth-less

4. What is one of the first things that Adam and Eve did after getting kicked out of the  
     Garden of Eden?						     They really raised Cain.

5. What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why they no longer lived in Eden?
							Your mother ate us out of house and home.

Did anyone get all 5 of these right? I didn’t think so.
    Let me get a little serious now: Most of us who are Christians would admit that we entered into a relationship with Christ because we realized we were minimally - dysfunctional and ultimately corrupt. At that moment when we became a Christian we were now a child of God and had a reservation confirmed in heaven. AGREED? But, was the influence of our dysfunction & corruption gone? NO - AGREED? Our POSITION in Christ was established, but our CONDITION is just getting started! A little like joining a health club - I may have been given a lifetime membership, but you could not tell it by looking at me.  But the process should start!

	And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate[a] the Lord’s glory, are being 	transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, 	who is the Spirit.  II Cor. 3:18
	Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Eph.6:10
If we are to be spiritually formed in Christ, we must have and implement the appropriate Vision,	 Intention	 &	 Means!  VIM  (Renovation of the Heart, Dallas Willard)

For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
Page 205    HEBREWS 4:12
  The writer of the letter to the Hebrews teaches by analogy that Scripture is more powerful than any sword, yet it works in much the same way. For as you hold God’s Word before you while moving through life, it can cut through any and every issue, dividing each into good and evil, righteous and wrong, showing us what we are to do and how to live. Like a sword, God’s Word can be used as an offensive weapon in helping us to grow and mature, as well as a defensive tool in helping to protect us against oncoming evil.
KEY QUESTION: Why do I study God’s Word?
We study God’s Word with the intent of letting it guide our very lives, just as Jesus did:
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:
“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
and they will lift you up in their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’ ”
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. Matt. 4:1 - 11
Jesus responded to Satan’s temptations with only words from the book of Deuteronomy.
Satan’s temptation #1: Entice Jesus into performing a miracle to meet his own 				       physical needs.
    Jesus’ response (Deut. 8:3, italics added to show the words from Deuteronomy):
He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.
Satan’s temptation #2: Lure Jesus into asking God for proof of his love and care for 				     him, out of a completely selfish act.
    Jesus’ response (Deut. 6:16, italics added to show the words from Deuteronomy):
	Do not put the Lord your God to the test as you did at Massah. 
Satan’s temptation #3: Induce Jesus to serve him, as well as join him in authority over 				    all Satan’s access to the stuff of earth.
    Jesus’ response (Deut. 6:13, italics added to show the words from Deuteronomy):
	Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name.
In temptation #2, Satan quoted Psalm 91:11 – 12 to Jesus, proving that he, too, knows and can use the Word. But he has shown he will only use it against God for his own selfish purposes.
Note also that the temptations grew in their scope as each one failed — from personal needs to protection to greed. Satan was, in effect, “zooming out” from inward appetite to outside influence. If Jesus battled his archenemy with only the Word of God, then as his children, we should also make this our only “sword” of defense to defeat him. But to wield his Word, we must know his Word, as Jesus so succinctly showed us how to do.
Jesus also frequently quoted from Old Testament passages in his teaching. In one of his postresurrection appearances to his disciples, he ties himself directly to Scripture and the revelation of its words:
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  Luke 24:44-45
Jesus not only authored the Scriptures; he came to fulfill and live out every page. Seeing his constant intertwining of the Word into his ministry shows us the vital importance of knowing, understanding, memorizing, and applying the Bible. 
KEY IDEA: I study the Bible to know God & HIS Truth & to find direction for my daily life.
While your Bible may look like a book that contains paper and ink, Scripture tells us it is alive with God’s own breath. His words are not dormant on a page, but active in the lives of those who will consume and apply them.
The believer who attempts to live the Christian life with their Bible gathering dust is like a construction worker trying to build a skyscraper without blueprints. What is the point without the plan?
God’s Word cuts to the core, acting much like a surgeon’s scalpel, exposing what is in our minds for him to do the work in us that only our Creator can do. It gets under our skin, below the surface, to expose our true motives and to reveal the truth to our spirit.
As sinners, we can deceive ourselves, as well as the people around us, with what is truly in our hearts, but the Bible shows us who we actually are, judging our true beliefs. As we read, soak in, and apply its truths, Scripture performs spiritual open-heart surgery. Like a personal counselor, God’s Word can go straight to the source of our issues, connecting with and changing our actions, our thoughts, and even our very motives.
    The most basic essential for any healthy church is a commitment to hearing, learning, & applying God’s Word. At the time of the first church, this meant listening to the apostles’ teachings and reading the Scriptures they had at that point.
 Turn in your Bibles to Acts 17:11-12.
	Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for 	they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every 	day to see if what Paul said was true. As a result, many of them believed, as did 		also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.
    In these verses, we see an illustration of what can happen when people correctly respond to the Word of God. 
1 -- They Received The Word
    Let’s look at verse 11: “Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness…” What does it mean, that they were of more noble character? 
    The people in Berea were more noble because first of all, they received the message. Our text says that they received the Word with eagerness. There was an openness to the Word preached to them. They had an anticipation, an expectancy, that God might be speaking specifically to them. And this is what set them apart. There was a readiness and receptivity to the Word of God. These are the characteristics which made them a cut above those who had just rejected the truth in Thessalonica. 
    I wonder how many of us came to church today with the expectation that God was going to speak to us? 
    When we pray for God to speak to us, that sense of anticipation & expectancy will come alive in our hearts, so that, like the Bereans, we will receive the Word with eagerness.
    But, here’s the rub. If you and I are not reading the Bible on a regular basis, we will never know its truth. According to a Barna Research Group survey, less than 50% of Americans open the Bible in a given week. 82% think that “God helps those who help themselves” is directly from the Bible; 63% cannot name the four Gospels; 58% do not know that Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount; 52% do not know the book of Jonah is in the Bible.
    That reminds me of a story I read about a religious woman who had to do a lot of flying for her work. Air travel made her extremely nervous, so she always took her Bible along with her to read since it helped her relax on long flights. One time, she found herself sitting next to a man who chuckled and then smirked when she pulled out her Bible.

He turned to her & asked, “You don’t really believe all that stuff in there, do you?”
	The lady replied, “Of course I do. It is the Bible.”
“Well, what about the guy who was swallowed by the whale?” he asked.
	She replied, “Oh, Jonah. Yes, I believe that. It is in the Bible.”
Still smirking, the man asked, “Well, how do you suppose he survived all that time inside the whale?
         The lady replied, “Well, I don’t really know. I guess when I get to heaven, I’ll ask him.”
“What if he isn’t in heaven?” the man asked sarcastically.
	To which the lady answered, “Then you can ask him.”
    This lady received the Bible as the Word of God  every part of it. She was devoted to it, just like the believers in the early church, and just like the believers in Berea.

2 -- They Researched The Word
    Not only did the Bereans first receive the Word, secondly, they researched the Word. They received the Word because they were of a ready mind. They researched the Word because they had a high regard for truth. Look with me at the last part of verse 11 “…for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.”
    These Bereans weren’t content with the word of man. The reasoning of mere mortals was not enough for them. They wanted a more sure word. They wanted a “thus saith the Lord.” And so it says of them that they searched the Scriptures daily to see whether what they were being taught was true or not.
    The Bereans listened to Paul’s preaching and received it, and we are told that they did so daily. Just as the Israelites had to gather manna daily, so it is the duty and privilege of Christians to study the word of God every day. Just as the traveling Israelites had a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to lead them, we have God’s Truth as our moment by moment GPS!
    The Bereans were like the blessed man of Psalm 1 whose “delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.” They poured over the Bible, comparing Scripture with Scripture, evaluating the word they were hearing from the apostles by the absolute counsel of God’s Word. And that is precisely what we need to do.
    What about you? Do you welcome the message of the gospel as the Bereans did? Do you study it daily, with passion, enthusiasm, zeal, delight, and hunger? 
    If we don’t do this daily, we’ll either just accept what someone else says is the truth and be led into error, or we won’t hear what God is saying to us in the first place, and thereby fail to obey Him. 

3 -- They Responded To The Word
    Now, let’s take a look at verse 12: “Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.” These people received the Word because they were of a ready mind. They researched the Word because they regarded the truth. And, thirdly, they responded to the Word because they knew it was the direct revelation of God.
    Notice that the result of their research ended in a response, “Many of the Jews believed…” It was because of their research that they responded. Notice too that many believed  it wasn’t just a few. These Bereans responded to the Word because they received the revelation of God as they searched the Scriptures daily. They responded because they were steadfastly devoted to living out what they learned. The Bereans wanted to hear from God -- so that they could live for God. 
    So many people today want to hear from God before they decide whether they are going to obey what they hear. But they will never hear until they are willing to obey. You see, there is a moral element involved whenever we hear truth. Over and over, Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” Not everyone is serious about hearing because not everyone is serious about obeying what they hear. In John 7:17 it says, “If any man is willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I speak from Myself.” A person must be willing to do God’s will in order to have discernment to hear from God. There is a moral element involved in hearing truth.
    We see then that exposure to God’s truth must first inform the head, then transform the heart, and finally reform our hands.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
• We regularly read and study God’s Word.
• We come to see that studying God’s Word in community with other believers is of great value.
• We align our lives to the Bible because we believe it is from God. 
We must go to the Scriptures regularly, because God’s Word has the right to invade and permeate our lives. When we consistently read its pages, we declare and prove we believe what is found there. Bible study will strongly reinforce every belief. In its pages, we find God; we learn how we are saved; we discover who we are in him; we are shown how to engage and govern his church; we gain insight into what it means to be a steward; we are taught what eternity will be like; we see how much God cares and loves his creation — and we receive thousands of precepts, promises, and principles.
    I love what Max Lucado says in one of his recent books, “God loves you just the way you are, but He refuses to leave you that way. He wants you to be just like Jesus.” God doesn’t want us to stay just the way we are  He’s in the business of changing lives, and He uses His Word to do that.

Along with Old and New Testament writers, we acknowledge God’s greatness and the power of his Word:
“Who has gone up to heaven and come down? 
Whose hands have gathered up the wind?
Who has wrapped up the waters in a cloak? 
Who has established all the ends of the earth?
What is his name, and what is the name of his son? 
Surely you know!  Every word of God is flawless; 
he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.”  Prov. 30:4-5
And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in you who believe.  I Thess. 2:13
Consider this: What if for one week you exchanged your mobile phone for your Bible? Anywhere you normally take your phone, you take your Bible instead. Anytime you normally look at your phone, you look at God’s Word instead. The time you spend calling, texting, and browsing online with your phone is traded for time reading Scripture. If you normally place your phone next to you at a business meeting or by your plate at dinnertime, you now put your Bible there. What difference would this exchange make in your life in just one week? Whose life would be impacted? This line of questions is not intended to trigger guilt, but rather to inspire us to increase our engagement with the one instrument that can truly change not only our lives but the lives of those around us. As you practice the study of the Bible, God wants to work his Word in & through your life:
“If you work the words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who dug deep and laid the foundation of his house on bedrock. When the river burst its banks and crashed against the house, nothing could shake it; it was built to last.” Luke 6:48 MSG 
If we are to be spiritually formed in Christ, we must have and implement the appropriate Vision,	 Intention	 &	 Means!  VIM  (Renovation of the Heart, Dallas Willard)
























Announcements:

	TODAY:
		Ornament Exchange - Tickets today in Pavillion - $10 - Dec. 1
		
		Sign-up today for Women’s Self Defense class - Next Sunday - $15 - Pavillion - see 		Brandon Best

		Kid’s Play - Sunday Night, @ 6pm

		Grief Share Surviving the Holidays - Sunday, Nov. 16, 1- 3pm

		congregational meeting dec 7

Prayer
	Milo’s Mom & Danny’s Dad services last Friday
	Patrick Linares father,  services this week
	Jim Critchfield - St. Agnes, infection & complications
	John Mansfield grandmother

Believe, a series to challenge us with:
		10 KEY Truths; 10 KEY Practices; & 10 KEY Virtues. 

Sign the WALL

Angel TREE Video 

Offering

