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[bookmark: h.7cma3nul560m]This week, we are looking at the belief in our salvation, our being saved by Christ through the lense of reading the bible, Bible Study.

Now, I don’t think we have any Bible Scholars in the room so know that we are not going to be discussing this from their view point, I also don’t wish to patronize anyone so what I thought we would do is start out asking just what the Bible is, before going onto it’s connection with God’s story of Salvation. Before we ascribe any credibility or power to this thing we should probably define the purpose for its existence. 

I have a book here called the Jesus Storybook Bible, it is something that our Kids is Creation Station learn from and read through this past summer, like I said i’m not aiming to patronize anyone but in its introduction I find a great description of the Bible and as this is what we are teaching our kids and we take that seriously I don’t think it beneath you and I. Anyway.

Are you sitting comfortably...then I will begin.

[bookmark: h.8qstjf1rqab0]God has a message….
(See JSB)

Simply put, the Bible is God’s message to you, today. And to any human being that ever walks the face of the earth. It is a timeless story about how much we mean to him. And how much he want to mean to us.

The Bible is the story of our Salvation. Our being rescued...from ourselves. It is the who, what, where, why and when of how God loves his kids. From page 1 - 1050, from the first book Genesis to the last, Revelation.

Depending on your background, your history with the bible or church that is going to be easier to hear for some than others. The Bible has been misused, mistreated and wielded to abuse and brow beat many over the centuries. This can put us on the defensive, needing to rescue the bible and put it back into a good light. Well that’s not what we are doing today, us trying to rescue the Bible is getting things a little bit backwards.

In each of our messages in this series we have a Key Question and a Key Belief.
Our key question this week, and you can find it in the Message outline in your Program.

[bookmark: h.3bv87s8i84jx]how do I study God's Word?

This question has plagued church goers for centuries….the preacher says something convicting that makes us feel bad for not reading it then we rush home open up Leviticus or Revelation and dive in…...wait...I need how many goats and doves…..what’s with this dragon...seems like a jerk.

And we give up. And although I may challenge you to read your bible, we are not going to really focus on the process of reading it, (at this point you may be aking yourself.. “then what are we doing today, he just ruled out three things...wait...are we free to go?”)

Fear not, i’m getting there.

What we are going to talk about today is a different way of looking at this same Key Question. 
How do I study God’s Word? Our Key Question is What is your intention behind how you Study God’s word, what is our attitude to reading the bible, what are we looking for, what are we expecting to happen. 

Because without a plan, how are we going to know it’s succeeding or failing? Without a purpose behind the plan how will we know what we are really trying to get out of this thing?

[bookmark: h.i69m7zqzzh3x]How it works
The thing is when we see this book there is a tendency to see it as any other book. Got a cover, an index, page numbers...it’s a book. I’ve been reading these book things a while Mr Preacher Man, I don’t need a run through. It’s not exactly the delorean, I know to read it instead of ride on it. It’s not like I need to get this thing up to 88mph to get to heaven.

The difference between this book and every other book though is just that...it’s not just a book. This is God’s book, and though it looks the same on the outside, it is what is inside that makes it different, it is what this book can do to you that makes it different. It is at that point that we need to treat this book in a different fashion than we would say...Oprah’s book of the month or Huckleberry Finn. Most books are created to inform us, this one, this one has the capacity to transform.

The bible’s claims of itself are what sets it apart.

In the latter stages of the new testament in a book called Hebrews we find this description.

[bookmark: h.ga23783kjoo2]Hebrews 4:12
12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

One way in which we can have tendency to view the study of our bible incorrectly is that we call it a study. Like the reading of it is a one-sided passive experience in which we engage for studious reasons. To improve our knowledge. The bible claims to be an active source of transformation. Only one of these can be true. 

[bookmark: h.pbec9oicnteg]the points
What does the bible say for itself and how should this change our interaction with it

1. [bookmark: h.8tcm3hhppqxt]Love Story/Good News

From the very beginning of the book, in a section called Genesis we learn a few things about how God feels about us.
You see, God having created all things on earth then brings forth the crowning achievement, his masterpiece, his flourish of artistry on a perfect canvas. You and Me. Mankind. Giving all things in the world to and man and woman and
[bookmark: h.jms8vfd1n0bs]Psalm 8:3-8New Living Translation (NLT)
3 When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers—
    the moon and the stars you set in place—
4 what are mere mortals that you should think about them,
    human beings that you should care for them?[a]
5 Yet you made them only a little lower than God[b]
    and crowned them[c] with glory and honor.
6 You gave them charge of everything you made,
    putting all things under their authority—
7 the flocks and the herds
    and all the wild animals,
8 the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea,
    and everything that swims the ocean currents.

We do have mastery.

giving them the greatest gift, relationship with Him.

We hear how he treats them with patience when they disobey Him. How he goes out of his way to keep them alive and give them a hope for the future, later such things as rescuing his people again and again and again, despite their wickedness.
And at the crescendo of this love story the bible tells us about unparalleled sacrifice. 

[bookmark: h.yk4os41kp61o]John 3:16New Living Translation (NLT)
16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave[a] his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.
There is a reason this is the most recited, most memorized, t-shirted, bumper stickered verse in the bible. It sums up the story. If when you read this book you weren’t too sure that God loved mankind up until this point, if you’re still sitting on the fence. There is no mistaking it from this point.

And there is one great characteristic of this Love Story that we can overlook if not careful. You see people ask me about how Jakki and I got together, how we met, got married blah blah blah. It’s a really long story and i’m working on printouts. It is a terribly romantic story, I said I love you, she said I love you, white horses and shiny armour were involved, and when the dragon was slayed she rescued me and we rode off into the sun set. 

But our love story differs from God story, I sacrificed, Jakki sacrificed a bunch to be together. The difference is that God shouts I love you, does all the sacrificing and pays the price for us to be together….before we even know Him.
[bookmark: h.m1rg0t6p7lsf]Romans 5:8New Living Translation (NLT)
8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.
God has always had the intention to make this love offer open to everyone, all they have to do is say yes. That is the type of love we are dealing with, that is the type of hope and Good News that is wrapped up in this book we call the Bible. Telling you, even if you start with the Jesus Storybook Bible with your kids, or on your own, no judgement. The story, the extent of it, is incredible. This is why it is the greatest story ever told, the best selling book of all time, the most stolen book of all time. It is a book unlike any other. With a story beyond any other.


[bookmark: h.ppgd46b4c50n]2. Manual to Life

The second way we approach the bible differently than other books is that this book is basically a cheat sheet. It is the answers before the quiz. This is a book of instruction so that we would not have to guess at life, so that we would have guidance in making the tough questions, something the gauge the world against. This book is as much about knowing our relationship to God as it is getting to know ourselves and getting to know how everyone else ticks, because God set the pendulum a swinging in every person you come across. There are no exceptions. God’s word is full of advice, commands and learning experiences that when read help us to see the way in which we function best, and help us to understand why we don’t always do it that way.

[bookmark: h.qbjjca144q5x]2 Timothy 3:16-17New Living Translation (NLT)
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.
Right there, for those of us that have always seen the bible as this nasty book of laws intent on ruining our fun. Notice that this book is first intended to shows us what is right, show us what is good and is most profitable...in contrast it also shows us what is downright wrong. It’s not surprising to us that we view murder as wrong, stealing as wrong, the Bible just gives us the context as to why it is wrong. Things like that are wrong because they do not fit into this Love Story, that’s not how siblings are supposed to treat each other. And when we read about our relationship with God it makes much more sense as to why God wants you affections, when you consider his sacrifices.

That is why the Bible is not a 3 page pamphlet. It is too involved for that, to massive, it is when we take the whole story as this manual to life that we can connect our worship to his awesomeness, we can connect our prayers to his desire for personal relationship, his rescue plan to our study of it.

We have the Bible because a Love Story is not as good being told to us second hand. A preacher, no matter how good cannot get you the full scope of God’s Love, only his book can do that. It is the equivalent of God pouring out his immense uncontrollable love and a preacher standing up here saying...Huh Huh God kinda likes you. That is about as effective as we can be, in comparison to you reading his story first.

We have to read the bible because a love letter tucked on the shelf collecting dust is as good as no letter at all. It’s the equivalent of the Norwegian Couple. The man after wedding his beautiful bride said I Love You..and if it ever changes I’ll let you know. Trust me unmarrieds, that’s not good enough for you wife, and it’s not good enough for God. That’s why you have a book to read and a book that says in it...read me.


[bookmark: h.s0r4qpvmtf6j]3. It’s Alive
[bookmark: h.ph427x9ydr17]
Without any frankenstein references the Bible claims to be both a book and a living object. Sound crazy? Well here is the point. The bible and the reading of it is a two-sided venture. There is apportioned to us actions for us to take and stuff for us to do with the Bible, there is however some promises that God makes about his bible that shift the onus a little. 

[bookmark: h.ivenq4yagzcw]Hebrews 4:12
12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

Reading our Bible is not like reading any other book and is not a one-sided adventure because of who the author is. There is something about the writing of the Bible and the author of it that make this quite unique.
The writer of Hebrews apportions verbiage to this book. This book is alive, its cuts between soul and spirit, it exposes our innermost. This thing is as active in Bible Study as you are.

Not only are you reading it...it is reading you.

[bookmark: h.wfipiaxu5xx9]1 Thessalonians 2:13New Living Translation (NLT)
13 Therefore, we never stop thanking God that when you received his message from us, you didn’t think of our words as mere human ideas. You accepted what we said as the very word of God—which, of course, it is. And this word continues to work in you who believe.
When we accept the bible for what it is and let it get to work, shining a light on our lives and letting take some direction in us..well then the promise is. just like we discusses in the practice of Prayer. God shows up. God get’s involved in the process of bible study because he has a desire to see you changed into the pinnacle version of you more than you do, he has the desire to see you come to know and love him more than you do. So God does not leave us alone, he is there in the words. This book of great potential and power to change, when we read it, receiving the message from it, it is clear to us today that these words are not mere human ideas, they are directed by the director of our faith, so we need to let him direct. Towards the end of the book in the bible called proverbs, a collection of wisdom the author brings home the gravity of just who this director is….very much like David gives witness to the power of prayer here a guy called Agur does the same regarding his word.

[bookmark: h.6oevxm8hfauy]Witness to the Bible...like last week
[bookmark: h.8r6wnew6a85y]Proverbs 30:4-5New Living Translation (NLT)
4 Who but God goes up to heaven and comes back down?
    Who holds the wind in his fists?
Who wraps up the oceans in his cloak?
    Who has created the whole wide world?
What is his name—and his son’s name?
    Tell me if you know!
5 Every word of God proves true.
    He is a shield to all who come to him for protection.
[bookmark: h.el47kexicd9c]

[bookmark: h.dk8xqvxdqfks]why is it important, are we going to do anything

The answer will always be found in your belief. If you believe that this is the word of our Almighty God written to you personally….you’ll probably read it. If you believe that is has instruction for your benefit, for the good of those around you and instead of robbing us of freedom and fun it actually amplifies these things….you’ll probably read it. If you believe that God has the power through his word to change you, to grow you, to free you from addiction, to enhance your wisdom, to cultivate love in you, to guide you toward the individual you crave to be….to transform you….you’ll probably read it. Here is Christ’s promise about his words, whether we engage them or not.
[bookmark: h.c0j3lamhuxvj]Luke 6:48The Message (MSG)
48-49 “If you work the words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who dug deep and laid the foundation of his house on bedrock. When the river burst its banks and crashed against the house, nothing could shake it; it was built to last. But if you just use my words in Bible studies and don’t work them into your life, you are like a dumb carpenter who built a house but skipped the foundation. When the swollen river came crashing in, it collapsed like a house of cards. It was a total loss.”
As always God is a gentleman, the choice is yours and mine. This is the bit where the pastor makes you feel terrible for not reading your bible, i’m only kidding, we don’t exist to do that kind of thing. I do have a simple challenge to ask though. Do you want to know how to Love God and Love People, if you do...there’s a book on that. We are now going to hear an epiphany from one of our own on the practice of Bible Study.

[bookmark: h.goa1ddxoysnq]benediction
[bookmark: h.3dh3ae6q5g6n]Paul’s Prayer for Spiritual Growth
14 When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father,[e] 15 the Creator of everything in heaven and on earth.[f] 16 I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit.17 Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. 18 And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.

