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[bookmark: _GoBack]I grew up in a typical Lutheran church in Danville, Illinois. We had a small choir, organ music and trumpets for Christmas and Easter. We followed the worship services that began on page 5 or 15 in The Lutheran Hymnal every Sunday. Everything was predictable. Then I went to a big Lutheran Hour Rally at the Assembly Hall at the University of Illinois. There was a massive choir, a full orchestra and a special order of worship. I had never experienced anything like that. 

If you have ever been to Central Illinois, you know that it is flatter than a pancake. We used to joke that the highest point in the county was at the Interstate overpasses. The year I graduated from the Seminary was the first time I ever saw the Rocky Mountains. I drove across Nebraska into Colorado and began to see the mountains off in the distance. When I got to Pike’s Peak, I took the tram ride up to the top and began to climb even higher. Before long I had left everyone else behind, climbed up on a big boulder and began to look around. I had never seen anything so amazing in my life. I couldn’t help but begin to praise God. 

Is worship something you do with a choir and a lot of other people or can you worship God all on your own? Does worship only happen in a church on set days and times, or can you worship God any place and any time? Is worship more about what you do like sing, pray and read God’s Word or about how you do them? The first time you go to a new church can be very confusing.

She was confused too. She was a Samaritan, a person with a mixed racial heritage who was used to racism. Not only were the Jews and Samaritans prejudice, they each built their own temples. They didn’t worship together or talk with each other. She was also a woman. Men did not talk with women in public. It just wasn’t allowed. She was also an outcast. She had been married five times and was living with a sixth man who wouldn’t even marry her. That’s why she came to the well in the middle of the day, to avoid the talk of the women who came early in the day. 

She was confused one day when she came to draw water from the well and ran into Jesus. She was surprised when Jesus asked her for a drink of water and said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (John 4:9) She didn’t know who he was. Jesus was no ordinary Jewish man. He understood her better than she knew because he was an outcast too. Jesus was more interested in her heart than in her water. 

She was interested in talking about anything but her personal life. So after Jesus told her that she had had five husbands and was living with a man who wasn’t her husband, she quickly tried to change the subject to right place to worship. Jesus told her, “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.” (John 4:23) Jesus is teaching the woman about worship.

Today we move into the second part of our BELIEVE series as we move from asking “What do we believe?” to “What should we do?” Our first answer is to Worship or to Give Honor to God. Why should we worship or honor God? We’ve been addressing that question from the start of the series. We worship and honor God because:
1. We believe the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is the one true God.
2. We believe God is involved in and cares about our lives. 
3. We believe God restores us to a right relationship with by grace through faith.
4. We believe that God’s Word should direct our beliefs and actions
5. We believe we are significant to God because we are children of God.

Since worship is about giving praise and honor to God, it is not an either or but a both and proposition. Worship is not either public or private. It is both. God wants us to worship him together as His Church and to worship Him in our private lives as His children. Worship is not either liturgical or informal; uses organ or guitar music; inside a church building or around a camp fire. Worship is giving praise and honor, glory and thanks to God. So we worship God for who He is, for what He has done and continues to do for us. 

Worship is Thirsting for God. We all need water to survive and thrive. If we deprive our bodies of water for a period of time, we will get thirsty. Our souls need the Lord. The Psalmist tells us, “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.” (Psalm 42:1-2) Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well that He is the water of life. We worship the Lord because we need Him in our lives.

Worship is being Honest with God. Jesus did not allow the woman to hide the truth from him or from herself. He challenged her with the truth and challenges us. The truth is we are all like the woman at the well. We all sin and need to be forgiven. We all try to hide our sins from God and from others. But God already knows everything about us and still loves us. We don’t need to put on our Sunday best to come to worship. We don’t need to put on our everything is great face before we walk through the doors of the church. We come to worship the God who loves us despite our sins, despite the fact that our “Sunday Best” isn’t good enough. We worship God because He loves us, forgives us and restores us in Christ. 

Worship is recognizing God for who He is. But our worship is reserved only for God. The commandments tell us to have no other gods. Our Old Testament reading today is about Daniel’s friends in Babylon. When the king gave the order that people had to fall down on their knees and worship his statue, they refused. Nothing can or should take God’s place in our lives. Like Daniel and his friends, we should only worship and honor the Lord our God. 

Worship is being transformed by God. The Samaritan woman’s life was changed when she met Jesus. Instead of avoiding people, she went back to her village to tell people about Jesus. The lives of the people who came to faith in Jesus on Pentecost were changed too. They became a community of faith that cared for each other and worshipped the Lord together. An amazing thing happens to us when we give our worship and praise to God. When we lift up God in praise, He lifts up our spirit. That’s why I always ask our music director to begin our worship services with hymns or songs of praise. We need that especially following a week where the world has beaten us down. God lifts us up when we worship him as his children. God welcomes us into his presence in worship, assures us of His love and forgiveness, and strengthens us to face the world again.

The life of the Christian is a life of worship. It’s not limited to an hour or two on Sunday. It’s not limited to a few minutes of devotions sometime during the day. It is a life that gives praise and glory to God for who He is, for what He has done and for all that He continues to do. 

I want to finish the message today by inviting you to join me in giving praise to God using the words of Psalm 150.
Praise the Lord.
Praise God in his sanctuary;
    praise him in his mighty heavens.
Praise him for his acts of power;
    praise him for his surpassing greatness.
Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,
    praise him with the harp and lyre,
praise him with timbrel and dancing,
    praise him with the strings and pipe,
praise him with the clash of cymbals,
    praise him with resounding cymbals.
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord. 


