Believe 10 - Eternity	
Larry Courson
November 9, 2014		
Peace Lutheran, Ann Arbor, MI
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Welcome back to our series called BELIEVE, a look at the key believes of the Christians faith with the goal of helping us think, act and be more like Jesus. We’ve started with a series of questions about what we believe about God, the Bible, Jesus, and our lives as God’s people. 

Today’s topic is eternity, something that I’m not able to comprehend. We are so bound by time. We want to know what is next. People do all kinds of things to predict the future. People make predictions about what will happen in the New Year. Movies and TV shows give us a picture of what people think will happen in the future. Futurists predict major changes they see coming in the future. But these things are only guesses. No one knows what the future will bring. 

Some people turn to demonic sources to try to figure out the future. They use things like fortune tellers and astrology, Ouija boards and palm reading to see into the future. Not only are these things a waste of time and money, they are also dangerous because they can mislead us and fill us with false hope or fear. Only God knows what is next. 

A big question is what happens after we die. Some people believe that when you are dead you’re dead. That is all. There is nothing after this life. We’ve created slogans that tell us that. “Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow you die.” Or “You only go around once in life, so grad for all the gusto you can get.” Or “YOLO … You Only Live Once.” 

I don’t believe this. The Bible doesn’t teach this. Our key thought for today is “I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that Jesus will return to judge all people and to establish his eternal kingdom.” The Bible says we have two options after death: heaven or hell. To be in heaven means to be in God’s presence and to have perfect relationship with God. To be in hell means to be cut off completely from God and from all that is good. Heaven is eternal life with Christ. Hell is eternal death. 

On the night of the Last Supper Jesus told His disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?” (John 14:1-2) Jesus came to open heaven to all who believe in Him. Then Jesus said, “No one comes to the Father except through me.” (vs. 7) That makes it very clear. Heaven is opened to all who believe in Jesus. Hell is open to those who don’t. 

Someone asked me this week, “What’s going to happen after you die?” I told him I’m going to heaven. (He was actually asking if I planned on being buried or cremated.) Hopefully all of us have the faith that we will go to heaven after we die. But I’m not sure we are in any rush to get there. 
Warren Beatty stared in the 1978 movie, “Heaven Can Wait.” He played a professional football player who should not have died in an accident, but he did because an angel took him away too soon. He wasn’t ready to go to heaven yet. So to correct the mistake, he was given another body to live in for a while. 

Maybe you think “Heaven Can Wait” for you, too. Unless Jesus comes back soon to take us all to heaven, then I would just as soon hang around here for a while longer. I’d like to see some of the things that we’ve started at the church happen. I’d like to be around to be a part of my kid’s adult lives for a while longer. I want to spend more time with my wife. I’ve got things I still want to do. But I know that God decides how much longer any of us will be here. 

Sometimes we are ready for the people around us to go to heaven. My son Stephen is an ICU nurse in Florida. A while back he told me about one of his patients. His wife must have been tired of taking care of him because she kept telling her husband, “It’s time to go meet Jesus.” When Stephen told her that her husband was getting better, she answered, “No! It’s time to go meet Jesus.” 

Whether we want to think about it or not, death and eternity are a reality. The question is how do we get from here to here to eternity? How do we get to meet Jesus?

1st, we walk with the Lord in faith! Jesus invites us as his disciples to follow him. Instead of taking the path of least resistance, we need to take the path least travelled. Jesus said, “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” (John 7:13-14)

2nd, we live in hope and not in fear. The Psalmist tells us, “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me.” (Psalm 23:4) Shadows are harmless. They can’t hurt us. God promises to always be with us. So we don’t have to face death without hope. Our hope is secure in the Lord. When Jesus rose victorious over death on Easter morning, He opened the gate to eternal life. 

3rd, we hold onto the promise that God will always be with us. Paul tells us in Romans chapter 8 that nothing in all of creation, including death, can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. The Apostle Paul promises that “we will be with the Lord forever.” (I Thessalonians 4:17) 



4th, we look forward to eternity in heaven when all of our pain and suffering ends. God gives us this promise in Revelation (21:4), “There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” Paradise lost in the fall into sin will be restored in eternity with the Lord.

So what does that mean for today? It means we can live in hope regardless of the circumstances we face. The tough times we may have to face now don’t begin to compare with the glory that awaits us in eternity. It means that we can love people as God loves us. God loves everyone. He wants everyone to spend eternity with Him. So it also means that we introduce the people around us to Christ. We tell them about the hope that we have in the Lord. We don’t have to argue with people or convince them about Christ. We simply need to tell them about the God who loves them and wants to spend eternity with them. His Word and His Spirit will do the rest. 

Next week we move into the second part of our Believe series. Our question is “What should we do?” The first answer is Worship the Lord. Looking forward to worshipping the Lord with you next week!
