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Do you remember a time when you owned practically nothing? It could have been when you got out of high school and got your first job or went to college. Life was easier then without at the stuff most of us have now to take care of. I remember the year I graduated from the Seminary. I spent the summer at my home in Danville, Illinois, waiting for September to begin my ministry. I shipped the books I had kept from school and loaded everything I owned in my 1974 Ford Pinto. That is not a picture of my car, but it gives you an idea of how small that car was. Life was easier then because I didn’t have a lot of stuff. The more stuff we have, the more complicated life gets.

The Gospel reading today is a story Jesus told about three men who were left in charge of his wealth. (Matthew 25:14-30) Jesus said, “To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability.”  Two of the men put the gold to work for their master and doubled his gold. One man was too afraid to invest the money, so he hid the bag of gold for safe keeping. The master recognized the two men who invested the money as “Faithful Servants” and said to them, “Come and share your master’s happiness!” The master called the third man a wicked and lazy servant. He took the gold back and threw the man out. 

The story is simple. There is a master and there are managers. The master sets his managers over his possessions. The gold belongs to the master, not to the servants. The servant’s job is to serve, to manage the master’s gold. Another word for servant or manager is steward. This parable is about gold. Too many limit our ideas of stewardship to money and fail to associate it with the rest of our lives. 

We need to remember that everything is the Lord’s. Our key thought for today is “I believe everything I am and everything I own belongs to God.”  God is the owner. We are the managers. That makes a difference in how we live and how we see life. If everything is the Lord’s then all the money I have belongs to God, all the time I have is a gift from God, all the work I do is to the glory of God, all the stuff I have is really God’s stuff and all the people in my life are God’s people. 

Think about it for a minute. We spend resources every day. When we think that everything is ours, then we spend money the way we want to spend it. The average American spends 97% of their income on themselves. When we think everything is ours, we spend our time where we want to spend it, we spend our energy how we want to spend it and we spend our passion on whatever we want to spend it.

But when we see ourselves as managers instead of owners, everything changes. We spend money that God has provided. Even when we work for it, we remember that God gives us the ability to work. We use our time, our energy and our passions as God’s servant. The Apostle Paul tells us, “Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31) It all comes down to this, we are managers not owners. Our theme verse today is Psalm 24:1-2. “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.”  

Since everything belongs to the Lord, even our bodies belong to him. Paul tells us that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 6:19). Are you taking good care of your body? I try to, but I have to admit I could do a better job. God didn’t give us our bodies to be used just for our own personal pleasure. Paul says that we are to glorify God in our bodies. That means we shouldn’t ignore it, abuse it, or over indulge it. We should take good care of the Holy Spirit’s temple. 

Since everything is the Lords, even the church belongs to him. We don’t own this building. I may be the Pastor of this church, but I don’t own the church. You may serve in a leadership role in this church or be one of the biggest financial contributors, but you don’t own the church. This is the Lord’s Church. We are the Lord’s people. God calls us together to be His people, to grow together in faith, to reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to work together for the common good, to live in a way that brings glory to God.

Even though we know that we are stewards or managers of more than just money, that doesn’t keep us from thinking a lot about money. The amount of money you have or don’t have may influence the way you vote this week. We have to be careful that we don’t let money control our lives. The Bible tells us, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” (1 Peter 6:10) 

So we need to avoid the pitfalls of money.
· Money will not make you more happy. Ecclesiastes 5:10 tells us, “Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income.”  
· Money will not make you more important. Jesus said, “Life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” (Luke 12:15) It is not what we have but who has us; its not what we have but who we are that makes us important.
· Money will not make you more secure. Proverbs 23:5 (NLT) tells us, “In the blink of an eye wealth disappears.” It happens to someone every day when their money is lost, stolen or destroyed.

Instead of letting money control us, we need to find the right uses for the money God gives us to manage. Jesus warns us that “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) So when our hearts are in the right place we can find the right use for money. 
· One of those uses is an expression of worship. Proverbs 3:9 tells us, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops.”  Our offerings are an act of worship. Remember everything belongs to the Lord. He tells us to honor Him with His money. 
· Another right use is for the good of others, to help those who are in need. Romans 12:13 tells us, “Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.” Last week we talked about being people of compassion. Using money to help those in need is one way to show compassion.
· Life is better when we are generous. Remember Ebenezer Scrooge in “The Christmas Carol.” He was miserable when he was stingy. His life was full of joy when he became generous. 

God has entrusted with everything that we have and want to call our own. But everything really belongs to the Lord. He has left us in charge for now. But He will come again. We need to be ready when He does. No one knows when that day will come. While we wait for his return, we need to manage everything well that God places in our hands. We need to live as God’s Faithful Servants. Amen.
