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INTRODUCTION
Remember when you hardly owned anything? Life seemed a lot easier then. 
When Heidi and I were dating, we were so poor we used to go to the cheap theater where all the shows were just $2 on Tuesday nights because it was half price. And we’d go to the late show so we didn’t have to buy concessions. We could just eat what the previous patrons left behind! 
My car was a 1983 Dodge Omni that I nicknamed the Silver Bullet because it didn’t go over 40 mph. I couldn’t afford to spring for perks like windshield washer fluid so when the window got so dirty I couldn’t see on those slushy Twin Cities commutes, I would pull over to the side of the road and get some snow to “clean” the windshield off. One time I didn’t have time to pull over so I stuck my head out the window like a dog, but I quickly learned that your face catches just as much mud and debris as the windshield. 
Life was simpler then. No cell phone. No laptop. No tablet. No iPod. Just me, my girl, $2, a strong stomach, and a lot of laughs. 
And then we got married. And people gave us a bunch of stuff. Because that’s what you do. We went from having nothing to two toasters, three ice cream scoopers, and more picture frames than we had walls to put them on. Suddenly our simple lives became quite complicated. But we didn’t realize it then. Over time, the stuff we had became used, worn, and out-dated. And these companies kept making newer and better products that I never knew I needed, but suddenly couldn’t live without. Now instead of just needing an oven, we needed separate appliances for heating up frozen pizzas, making quesadillas, and steaming rice. So we just kept accumulating more and more stuff. 
We just moved from a 1,400 square foot house to a 2,500 square foot house. And we still have boxes everywhere in the house. I can’t park the cars in the garage because we have all of this stuff and nowhere to put it. And I think to myself how did we get here? From being able to fit all of my possessions in the back of a Dodge Omni to 2,500 square feet not being enough? 
TRANSITION
We’re in the midst of a 30-week journey through the top beliefs, practices, and virtues of Christianity as we seek to think, act, and be more like Jesus. 
The first five beliefs we examined were vertical – how we understand God and our relationship with Him. Those five core beliefs form the foundation of our love for God that will influence what we do to express that love and who we are becoming as a result of that love. 
These last five beliefs that we are exploring (of which today is #4 of 5) are more horizontal – how we understand people and our relationship with them. These “horizontal” beliefs are forming the foundation of our love for people that will influence what we do to express that love and who we are becoming internally as we grow in this love for others. 
It’s really important that today’s belief be linked with the previous two (humanity and compassion). If you missed them (or any other messages), be sure to check them out online at epiphanystation.com. The foundation for today’s belief (and all of them) is love – love for God and love for people. It’s not compulsion, obligation, or guilt. It’s love. Period. Keep that in mind. 
KEY QUESTION: How much does God want of me? 
“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.” (Romans 12:1, NLT) 
 “Bodies” is a way of saying your “whole self.” God doesn’t just want just your right arm or your left foot. He wants all of you. Like the end of the “Hokey Pokey” – you put your whole self in. 
Why?
“Because of all he has done for you.” Because God has given everything to us and for us, He wants everything from us. 
KEY IDEA: We believe that everything we are and everything we have belongs to God.
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him. For he laid the earth’s foundation on the seas and built it on the ocean depths.” (Psalm 24:1–2, NLT) 
What belongs to God? The earth and everything in it. 
Who belongs to God? The world and all its people. 
Absolutely everything and everyone belongs to God. He doesn’t just own the cattle. He owns the field they’re grazing on. He doesn’t just own the house. He owns the people in it. He doesn’t just own the bank. He owns all of the money in it. Everything and everyone belongs 100% to God. 
Jesus expounds on this point.
“The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in coming,’ and he then begins to beat the other servants, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk. The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers. “The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or does not do what the master wants will be beaten with many blows. But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” (Luke 12:42–48, NIV) 
You ever watch Mystery Diners or Restaurant Stakeout? I love those shows! In each of these shows, they go into a restaurant that is having major problems that the owner cannot figure out. They set up hidden cameras and have people go in undercover as customers and new employees. Although the problems are vast and varied, they almost always come down to one central issue: poor management. The restaurant manager is not doing his or her job. Either he or she is negligent in his/her role and doesn’t hold the employees and food to the owner’s standards or the manager confuses his/her role with that of the owner thinking it is their restaurant to do whatever they want with. 
The Greek word translated here as “manager” is oikonomos and is also translated into English as “servant, steward, or overseer.” But the word literally means, “household manager” – someone who manages an estate for the owner (like Higgins in Magnum P.I.). Our English word “economy” also comes from this. An economist is a person who comes up with a plan to manage the resources of another. 
Jesus says, “A faithful servant realizes his place. He understands that God is the owner of everything and the servant is the manager. How foolish would it be for the servant to think that the estate he manages for his master is actually his?” 
Good servants don’t confuse their role. They understand that everything they have isn’t theirs. Everything they have belongs to the owner. They are just managing his affairs. 
“The earth is the Lord’s…” God is the owner. We are the managers. We don’t have the burden of ownership. We have the responsibility of faithfully managing God’s resources. 
“…And everything in it.” God owns everything. We own nothing. All the money. All the time. All the people. God owns it all. 
And you know what? There is tremendous freedom in that! Instead of holding everything so tightly because it’s mine. I can hold everything loosely because it’s His. He gives freely. And He takes freely. I don’t have the pressure and burden to get this or give that because it’s not mine to get or give. It’s God’s. All I have to do is receive what He gives and give what He takes. 
· My house is His.
· This church is His.
· My body is His.
· My family is His.
Whatever He wants to do with these things is His prerogative. He wants to bless it, multiply it, distribute it, take it – it’s up to Him. Not me. 
Once I realize this and let go of all of these things I am holding on so tightly to, I find tremendous freedom and peace.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in my daily life? 
1. My time belongs to God
“Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ.” (Colossians 3:23–24, NLT) 
This instruction is addressed to slaves who were grumbling about being told what to do. Paul says to them, “Give your best at all times, at all places, in all circumstances, not just when you’re being watched or when you feel like it.” Why? Because you’re not working for people, you’re working for God. 
Your time is a living sacrifice. You don’t just give God an hour a week. You give Him 24/7. 
If my time belongs to God, that means:
· Giving God my best time and effort. 
· Giving my time to grow in my relationship with Him (Bible, prayer, community, etc.).
· Giving my time to grow His church (serving the church).
· Giving my time to help others (serving others).
If my time belongs to God, that that means that time is sacred. If time is sacred, then that means that wasting time is a sin. How I spend my time matters to God. It is in direct correlation to my love for Him and others. 
2. My talent belongs to God
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10, NIV) 
Every single person in this room has at least one talent, gift, or ability that God has given you. How are you using it? 
Your talent is a living sacrifice. God didn’t give it to you so that you would be blessed, but so that you would be a blessing to others. 
If my talent belongs to God, that means:
· Using my gifts, talents, and skills to grow Christ’s church.
· Using my gifts, talents, and skills to help others.
3. My treasure belongs to God
“Jesus sat down near the collection box in the Temple and watched as the crowds dropped in their money. Many rich people put in large amounts. Then a poor widow came and dropped in two small coins. Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has given more than all the others who are making contributions. For they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she had to live on.”” (Mark 12:41–44, NLT) 
The rich people gave to impress others, but the widow gave to express love. 
“You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”” (2 Corinthians 9:7, NLT) 
It’s not about the amount. It’s about the heart. It’s about love. Period. 
Your treasure is a living sacrifice. God didn’t give it to you so that you would be blessed, but so that you would be a blessing to others. 
If my treasure belongs to God, that means:
· Giving God what is right, not what is left.
· Giving my money to help grow Christ’s church.
· Giving my money to help others.
CONCLUSION
Instead of thinking of our time, talents, and treasure as something we give. We need to think of them as something we receive. We don’t give God a portion – like a “tip” for good service. 
Everything belongs to God and God in His goodness allows us to manage these things for Him for a time. Instead of giving God a portion of what is ours, God lets us keep a portion of what is His. 
As I look at all of the stacks and piles of stuff around my house, I often long for a simpler time. A time when I didn’t own much. When everything I had fit in the back of a Dodge Omni. And then I remember: I don’t own anything more than I did then. God has just given me more responsibility. And with more responsibility comes greater accountability. We own nothing, but we are accountable for everything. 
Every day we spend our time, talent, and treasure, and one day our lives will be spent. And God will ask us all to give an account of how we managed His estate. 
If you are ready to assert this belief: “Everything I have and everything I am belongs to God.” Then I encourage you to put your name in the blank on the bottom of your outline.
“I, ____________, do relinquish ownership of everything I have to God. It’s his. It’s not mine. From this day forth I will take on the role of a manager of the stuff God has given me.”
The sooner we realize that we are manager, not owners, the sooner we will be free.  


