Believe 9 – Stewardship
Pastor Chris Livermore – November 9, 2014

WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

KEY IDEA:  I believe everything I am and everything I own
belong to God.

KEY VERSE:  “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.”  	Psalm 24:1-2

KEY QUESTION:  How much does God want of me?

__________________  and  ____________________

WHO OWNS IT?  __________  or  ____________

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.”  Malachi 3:10

 “Give,  and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  Luke 6:38

 “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”  				2 Corinthians 9:6-8, 11
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KEY APPLICATION:  
What difference does this make in the way I live?

1. MY T_____________ IS GOD’S

2. MY T_____________ ARE GOD’S

3. MY T_____________ IS GOD’S

“Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your income…” 
						 Proverbs  3:9 (LB) 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” Matt. 6:21

“The purpose of tithing is to teach you to always put God first in your lives.”	 				Deuteronomy  14:23 (LB)

4.  MY T_____________ IS GOD’S
“Let your light shine, so that others will see the good that you do and 
will praise your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 (CEV) 

“You are like salt for the whole human race.”  Matthew 5:13 (TEV) 

“You are to influence them; do not let them influence you!” 
						Jeremiah 15:19 (NLT) 

“I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God this is your true and proper worship.”  		Romans 12:1

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  Galatians 2:20

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!
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The 4 “T’s” of Stewardship

Most Christians don’t know what they believe…or why they believe it.  

In Believe, the over-arching idea is that these are not just individual chapters, but they are linked together with the beliefs, practices and virtues. If folks can see that biblical beliefs are not just an intellectual pursuit, but they drive everything about us, and particularly the life of the church in terms of these horizontal practices that drive our ministries, that drive our outreach.  

WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

Our Belief System so far…
1. We believe there is one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
2. We believe that God is involved in and cares about my daily life
3. We believe that salvation is in and through Jesus Christ
4. We believe that we can know God and his will for our lives because of the Bible
5. We are significant because of what God has done for us and sees in us.
6. And God has some stuff to do, and uses the Church as his primary means of accomplishing his purposes on earth.
7. I believe all people are loved by God and need Jesus Christ as their Savior.
8. I believe God calls all Christians to show compassion to people in need.
KEY IDEA:  I believe everything I am and everything I own belong to God.

KEY VERSE:  The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.”  Psalm 24:1-2




I want you to see that these weeks are not just individual messages that are isolation from each other, but they are linked.  If we want to become people of Kindness and Goodness, virtues we will look at in a few weeks, it’s going to come down to what Bud shared last week about compassion.  Do we really…..not just in our minds, but in our hearts really embrace that this is God’s call in our lives?  Then that will impact everything we do and all we have. 
Today’s belief, Stewardship, is that everything I am or own belongs to God.  IF we don’t really believe this, or buy into the concept that what we have is not ours, then it’s going to make the practice of giving away our resources – not only our financial resources, but all of our resources including themselves – very hard to get behind.  But if we do understand that it leads us to the virtue of Faithfulness.  We will be faithful stewards of it all.

Here we are in our stewardship month.  We are moving through that time of the year when we intentionally consider our stewardship, and often we think it is about money.  Certainly, that is part of it, but in reality it is only a small part.

KEY QUESTION:  How much does God want of me?

NOTHING AND EVERYTHING.  Wow, Chris, that sure cleared it up….

WHO OWNS IT?  __ME__  or  ___GOD___

Answer:  How much does God want of me?  NOTHING that is mine, because it is all his.  The concept that frees us up to give is that of ownership.  It takes the pressure off if God is the owner.  Our job is to manage what God has given.  Those of you who have owned businesses know what it is like to be concerned about making payroll, accounts receivable, who has paid, who hasn’t paid, are there enough new orders coming in, and what about our inventory…..it goes on and on and on. It is different than when we were an employee.  Certainly there is pressure working for 8, 10 hours, but it doesn’t approach what the owner has to care for.

The word for this in the Bible is “stewardship.”  Some people think stewardship means money.  It does not.  Stewardship is the Old English word for “management.”  Managers used to be called stewards.  When we talk about stewardship we’re talking about the management of your life, your opportunities, your relationships, your talents, your resources, your intelligence.  Your financial world is just a small portion of your stewardship.

If God is in charge, our job is to faithfully manage what God has given.  There is tremendous freedom when we free our minds from owning, when we release the ultimate control.  We don’t have to wake up every day proving who we are, our identity isn’t caught up in that, but in who we are in Christ.  We give not to im-press, but to ex-press what God has given to us.
The only passage of Scripture where God invites us to test him is this:

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.”  Malachi 3:10

This passage is full of personal language from God, offering powerful promises of blessing for those who obediently give to the Lord.  He shows us what he is able to do in and through the life of a faithful steward.

Jesus taught on the same spiritual dynamic in the New Testament…
“Give,  and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  Luke 6:38

The Apostle Paul writes
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”  2 Corinthians 9:6-8, 11

KEY APPLICATION:  
What difference does this make in the way I live?



1.  MY TIME IS GOD’S
All of it.  Now, I want to look at this in conjunction with the next one, talents.

2. MY TALENTS ARE GOD’S
Personality, intellect, skills, likes,...Those things you do for your vocation, those things you enjoy on your vacation.  They are all Gods.

Where do we serve?  Best with our best gifts, but secondarily in the area of need.  Illus:   BUD filling in leading worship.  That isn’t his calling.  He never asked for it but was willing to take on that task because it was a need in our ministry together.  Would you please express your appreciation to him today.

Sometimes God calls us to serve in those areas that are in our “sweet spot.”  They are perfectly in line with our spiritual giftedness and we love doing them.  But other times, we serve God because the need is there.  I am pretty certain that none of those men who were cleaning up after the “All In Men’s Night” have as their primary spiritual gift, CLEANING TABLES….  Why did they do it, because it needed done for the ministry of Christ in this place.

We are a family.  In our home I am pretty certain that among the things Carla does NOT love the most about being a wife and mom is the laundry.  Even though Shane and I help, she is the primary one who does the laundry in our house.  Why?  Because it needs done and she loves our family and she serves our family there.

How would it look if we looked at what we could do to serve God FIRST, and then fit all the other activities we have around what we will do for God.  Whenever I ask people to serve in some capacity and they say something like, “I don’t have time.”  What that often means is, “I don’t have the heart…”  They just don’t want to do it.  Now, it doesn’t mean that all of the time, but often the real reason is an unwillingness to serve due to different priorities or selfishness.

“I used to do that”…”I’m out of town a lot”…”I work a lot.”  Your church has so many needs that are going unmet because of a lack of willingness to serve.  Our children’s ministry is one example.  Some of you need to step up and serve in areas of need that our church has.  We will give you the opportunity to do that.



May I say something directly, but with all the gentleness I can muster.  Retirement from your career does not mean you can retire from your calling.  Your entire life may have been preparation for the work you can do now that you don’t have to make that commute every day, punch that clock, complete that project.  Certainly, energy levels change, but the reality of God’s calling on our hearts remains.

3. MY TREASURE IS GOD’S
	“Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your income…”  Proverbs  3:9 (LB) 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”  Matthew 6:21
The inverse of this verse is true also.  Where your heart is, there your treasure will be also…God says, wherever you put some of your money that’s where your heart’s going to be.  You want to get a heart for Microsoft, I’ll tell you what to do.  Buy some stock.  The moment you buy some Microsoft stock all of a sudden you’re going to start caring about Microsoft.  You’re going to watch every article about Microsoft.  You’re going to pay whole lot more attention to it.  Because guess what?  Now you’re an owner.  You’ve got an investment.  Wherever you put your money you start caring about that.  So God says, “I want you to put some of your money back into Me.  So you care about Me.  Where your treasure is your heart is.”    Like we sang this morning, “MY HEART IS YOURS.”

Where’s your heart?  I’ll tell you where it is today.  It’s wherever your treasure is.  Your heart may be in your house, condo, new car, tuition for your kids, your business, car.  I can say what’s important to me.  But what’s really important to me is just look at my schedule and look at my checkbook stubs.  Because the way I spend my time and the way I spend my money shows what’s really important regardless of what I tell you is important.  What’s really important to me is revealed by how I spend my time and how I spend my money.

So God says put your money where you want your heart to be.  Where do you want your heart to be?  If you want it to be with God, you need to give some of it back to God.  He says that is an act of worship.  He says that is where your treasure will be.  This is the first fund you want to invest in.  Wherever you put your heart that’s where your treasure is going to be and vice versa.

	“The purpose of tithing is to teach you to always put God first in your lives.”	 
	Deuteronomy  14:23 (LB)

Notice Deuteronomy 14:23 “The purpose of tithing is...” to make you miserable.  No, that’s not what it says, is it.  “The purpose of tithing is…” because God is poor.  It doesn’t say that.  “The purpose of tithing is to teach you to put God first in your lives.”  God doesn’t need your money.  He doesn’t need my money.  Obviously.  He just wants what it represents.  What does it represent?  My heart.  Why do we get so nervous when we talk about money?  Because the most sensitive nerve in the human body goes from the heart to the wallet.  Some of you are nervous with me talking about it right now.  You’re freaked out that I’m going to say, “Give!”  We spend all our lives making money, thinking about money, worrying about money, saving money, spending money, investing money, and we’re so afraid that somebody might take some of it.  We get all uptight.  God says, “Relax.  Invest in eternity.  I want you to put Me first.”  This is the first way you use your money wisely.  Give some of it back to God.  It’s called tithing.

But don’t forget, there is more…Time, Talents, Tithe…..So often we think of this thing called Stewardship and we think it is all about money.  When we think of it that way, we miss the true power of this concept.  When we settle the issue of ownership, then it changes EVERYTHING.

There is one more VERY IMPORTANT thing we have been given….

4.  MY TESTIMONY IS GOD’S
Everything you have is a gift from God – your health, your life, your freedom, your friends, your family, your opportunities.  Even the things you work for in life you wouldn’t have them if God didn’t give you the ability to work for them.  So everything in your life is a gift from God.  Including your SALVATION.

	“Let your light shine, so that others will see the good that you do and will praise your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 (CEV) 

	“You are like salt for the whole human race.”  Matthew 5:13 (TEV) 

 “You are to influence them; do not let them influence you!” Jer. 15:19 (NLT) 





You have a testimony.  God has done some amazing things in your life.  As your pastor, I am privileged to learn some of those.  God didn’t answer those prayers just for you alone.  God didn’t get you out of that jam, God didn’t teach you that lesson, God didn’t miraculously turn your family around, provide that new job, free you from that addiction, just for you.  Your testimony is God’s gift to the church.  Will you share it????

We are stewards. We spend resources every day. Let’s inventory some of the spending:
· We spend money that God has provided. You may work for it, but who gave you the ability to do what you do?
· We spend time he has given us. That last breath you just breathed? He gave it to you.
· We spend talents, abilities, energy on pursuits, both important and trivial.  
· We spend our passion on people, both giving it and withholding it.

Stewardship answers the question of “How will we spend it?”  When we think that  “Everything is mine” the result is:
· We spend money as we want to spend it.
· We spend time where we want to spend it.
· We spend our energy where we want to spend it.
· We spend our passion where we want to spend it.

CONCLUSION:

Matter of fact, everything in scripture – particularly in the New Testament – points to the fact that he wants you to give from what you have, Time, Talent, Treasure, Testimony, because he gave it to you, and from a cheerful heart. If you give out of guilt or begrudgingly, he’d just as soon that you just go back into your closet and try to figure out what is going on in your heart that doesn’t capture the grace of God, and why you wouldn’t be motivated to want to live this kind of life.  

And we are NOT given the option of picking and choosing.  We can’t just write the check, we can’t just give our time, or our talents…our TESTIMONY is caught up in how we express our stewardship.

“I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God this is your true and proper worship.”  Romans 12:1

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  Galatians 2:20

When I recognize that it isn’t my life, it isn’t my stuff, it isn’t my time, it isn’t my treasure, it isn’t my talent – it is his.  Then our lives become lives that are lived out on the altar for God.  Then we step off the throne of our lives and God takes his proper place.  And we can RELAX, God is in control.

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!
