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Everything in red is on the screens.  
With this sermon title, I was trying to draw a distinction between the “gift” of the two coins and her “offering” all that she had.  I think that’s a good idea, but I also think I could have done better at that.  The closing illustration (true story that just happened the week before) really resonated, and I probably could have developed that more into the central theme of the sermon if I had thought about it.

The Children’s Sermon was based on the old story Randy told in the video about the girl stepping into the offering plate.  I had a plate, and showed the kids my empty walled—I didn’t have anything to put into to it.  I emptied my pocked—there was only a dime.  How about I give my shoe?  I took it off and put it in the plate.  Of course, they thought that wasn’t very good. I said, “a shoe really is a great thing to give to God, but I have to do something first.”  Then I put my foot in the shoe, so I was standing in the plate, and talked about how we can give all we are to God.  This probably was more effective than my sermon for the day.

We think about stewardship this week.  Stewardship starts from an understanding that what we have –well, first of all—doesn’t have us.  Before we can move on to the big stuff, let’s start with that idea.  Don’t allow your stuff to own you.  
Whether you are a long-time mature Christian with a full understanding of stewardship or you are just passing through and will never go to church again—that is an essential thing—don’t allow stuff, things, money, possessions to own you.  Don’t allow the desire to have stuff, things, money and possessions to control you.  Because whether you are a lifelong Christian or you’re new to the faith or you are a committed atheist, consumerism will lead you to destruction.  That’s not even just a Christian understanding, that is a fact of life.  Don’t allow your things or your desire for things to own you.  So we have to start there.  
But even after we’ve come to the point where we are not controlled by the desire to accumulate, God calls us to go a step further.  We move on to a bigger proposition, one that we might struggle with a little  more, and that is this. All that we have, all that we own, all that we are, is not ours to begin with.  
This chapter’s key idea is this:  “I believe everything I am and everything I own belongs to God.”  This key idea is based on a huge amount of scriptural truth.  All through the Bible, God reminds us that it is God who created, it is God who gave us life.  It’s God who gave us family, relationships, bodies, gifts, and abilities. This is echoed in our key verse for the week.
Ps 24:1-2
The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it;
2 for he founded it on the seas
    and established it on the waters.
Hear these words as well, from Ps 50:10-11
10 For every wild animal of the forest is mine,
    the cattle on a thousand hills.
11 I know all the birds of the air,
    and all that moves in the field is mine.
The concept of stewardship calls us to see ourselves as exactly that:  stewards.  Not owners of what is rightfully ours.  But caretakers of what is rightfully under the ownership of the God of the universe—the one who owns the cattle on a thousand hills, the homes in a thousand towns, the contents of a thousand portfolios and piggy banks, the folded bills that I sit on every time I sit down on my wallet.  The concept of stewardship tells us not only that God owns this, but that God calls us to take care of it—to use God’s gifts in wise ways.  When we remember that all that God gives us is already His, we are free to sacrifice, free to share, free to consider not what it can do for me, but what I can help God do for the world.
And here’s the thing—it’s not about how much you or I have, and it is not even about how much you or I give.  God’s desire is not for our stuff—God’s desire for our hearts to be in the right place.  The wallet will follow.  But it all starts with the heart.  This idea is illustrated for us in this passage from Mark 12:38-44.  Jesus was in the temple, and he had just been complaining about the religious leaders who do everything to be seen by others, when this happened:
As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets!  They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. 
They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury.  Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny.  Then he called his disciples and said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”   

This week, if you read chapter 9 in your Believe book, we read about stewardship.  And before we think about what stewardship is, we have to define what it is not.  Stewardship is not synonymous with giving.  Stewardship is not about budgets.  Stewardship is not a capital campaign.  First and foremost, stewardship is a belief—it is a belief about God and it is a belief about ourselves and our place in God’s world.  So I am not going to talk about giving today.  In chapter 19, we will talk about giving of our resources.  But today, stewardship, is not about giving.  It is about our belief that the God who made and owns everything expects us to have a part in taking care of it.
When it comes to this part of life, there is a what and a why.  What we do with a resources, and a why we do it.  What we do is about sharing and giving.  Why we do it is stewardship.  And although this woman got the what right, the part that Jesus points out is the why—Jesus saw that her heart was in the right place, so he points her out to us.
The point of this passage is not so much this woman’s giving.  It is about the widow’s offering.  See, I want to separate what the widow gave—what she put in the  box, from what she offered.  Because that widow, poor as she was, offered a lot more than 2 copper coins.  She offered everything.  
How could she do that?  How could she offer everything?  I think I know how.  I think it was because she believed what we are called to believe.  She didn’t see herself as an owner, but as a steward—a caretaker.  She believed those 2 coins already belonged to God.  She believed she was simply called to take care of them.  And she believed that God would take care of her.  In giving two little coins, the widow really was offering her heart to the God that she believed loved her enough to take care of her.
She dropped two coins in the box.  And they were the smallest, least significant coins of her day.   And yet we see that Jesus noticed her gift.  
He noticed it not because of what it meant to the Temple.  But because of what it shows us of her heart.  She didn’t give because she wanted to impress anyone—her gift would impress no one.  She didn’t give, as we say, “till it hurts”—she was already painfully poor.  She didn’t give just enough to relieve her of guilt—she gave all she had.  And she did all of this because her heart was with God, and so her gifts—her time and her treasure—were with God as well.
And that is why we remember her.  Not because she was powerful.  Not because she was generous.  Just because she was devoted.  
She had a mighty faith, which is clearly seen in the smallest of gifts.  We see her faith not because she gave much, but because she gave for the right reason.  Jesus criticized those who gave a lot, but gave for the wrong reasons.  But he was overjoyed at the sight of one who gave not out of obligation or to impress, but out of love.  Her love led her to give all that she had.

And so as we look at this widow, and look up to her as an example, I don’t want you to think that we should be like her and give two cents.  I also don’t want you to think we should look at her and give everything we own.  
I do think we should look at her and come to the conclusion that just like her, we are called to have a faith that is strong.  
We are called to allow that faith to influence all we do.  
We are called to be stewards of what God has given us.  We are called to respond to every blessing that God gives to us by wisely using,
 always sharing, and sometimes just giving.   
We are called to have our hearts in the right place.

God does not ask us to give up all our possessions.  He does ask us to give up our spirit of possessiveness. 
God does not ask us to give up necessities, but He does ask us to share out of our abundance.  
He does ask us to find the deepest joy in life not by taking all that we can get, but by taking care of what He’s shared with us.  
God does ask us to see our resources as His for us steward and not ours for us to control.

That is why stewardship is right here in our Believe book as a chapter all of its own.  Because the idea of stewardship is a Christian belief, right there with our belief in salvation, our beliefs about the church, our beliefs about compassion.  

We are called to believe that everything I am and everything I have belongs to God.  
Because The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.
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I love it when our kids get it.  And so I have to show you something.  Melissa (children’s coordinator) shared this picture with me. Last Sunday, she received an offering from the kids downstairs.  And this was in it.  Can you tell what that is?  
That’s not a picture of George Washington, that’s buck-toothed mouse.  And it doesn’t say “United States of America” or “In God We Trust,” it says “Where a kid can be a kid.” 
It’s a token to play a game at the kid’s restaurant Chuck E Cheese.  One of our kids had that in her pocket last week.  And that child shared it.  
Now what can God do with a Chuck E Cheese token?  Not much.  
The God who owns the cattle on a thousand hills probably doesn’t want to play a game of skee ball.  
The one who owns the earth and everything in it doesn’t need a token.  
But you know what?  God didn’t need two copper coins from a widow’s purse, either.  But the God who rejoiced at that widow’s faith rejoices at yours and mine, and at our kids’ when we get it right.

What can God do with a Chuck E Cheese token?  Not much.  But what can God do with a heart that believes, with hands that share?  We can only imagine. 

What was the widow’s offering? It wasn’t two coins.  Sure, that was her gift that day.  But what she really offered to God, that day and every day, was her heart.  
Can we?
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