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 “If you are untrustworthy about handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven?”  Luke 16:11 (NLT) 
I.
AVOID THE __________________________________ OF MONEY.

“People who want to be rich fall into all sorts of temptations and traps...  The love of money causes all kinds of trouble.”  1 Tim.  6:9-10 (CEV) 

Thinking that having more…

· will make me _______________________________________
“Those who love money will never have enough.  How absurd to think that wealth brings true happiness!  The more you have, the more people come to help you spend it!” 

Eccl.  5:10-11 (NLT) 

· will make me _______________________________________

“ Don't always be wishing for what you don't have.  For real life and real living are not related to how rich we are.”  Luke 12:15 (LB) 

· will make me _______________________________________

 “Your money can be gone in a flash, as if it had grown wings and flown away like an eagle.”  Pr. 23:5 (TEV) 
II.
APPLY THE _________________________________ OF MONEY.

“Tell people to use their money to do good…  By doing this they will be storing up real treasure for themselves in heaven – it is the only safe investment for eternity!” 1 Tim.  6:17-19 (LB)
1.
USE IT TO __________________________________________


“Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your income…”  Pr. 3:9 (LB) 


“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Mt.  6:21(NIV)


“The purpose of tithing is to teach you to always put God first in your lives.”
 


Deut.  14:23 (LB)
2.
USE IT TO __________________________________________


“Share what you have with God's people who are in need.  Show hospitality.”  


Rom. 12:13 (GW) 


“Let us be concerned for one another, to help one another, to show love and to do good.”

Heb. 10:24 (TEV) 
3.  
USE IT TO __________________________________________

The earnings of the godly enhance their lives, but evil people squander their money on sin.”  
Pr. 10:16 (NLT) 


“Buy truth — and don’t sell it for love or money; buy wisdom, buy education, buy insight.”

Pr. 23:23 (Msg) 
4.  
USE IT TO __________________________________________

“The world of the generous gets larger and larger; the world of the stingy gets smaller and smaller.”
 Pr. 11:24 (Msg) 


“Give to the poor and you will never be in need.  But if you close your eyes to the poor, many will curse you.”  Pr. 28:27 (TEV) 


 “When you give to the poor, it is like lending to the Lord, and the Lord will pay you back.”

Pr. 19:17 (TEV)
5.  
USE IT TO ________________________________

“Use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.”  Lk. 16:9 (NIV)


“You will honor God through this genuine act of service because of your commitment to spread the Good News of Christ and because of your generosity in sharing…” 


2 Cor. 9:13 (GW) 


“You are familiar with the generosity of Jesus Christ.  Rich as He was, He gave it all away for us — in one stroke He became poor and we became rich.”
2 Cor. 8:9 (Msg)
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Everything you have is a gift from God, and God expects you to make the most of whatever He gives you.  If it’s musical talent you better you use it for Him.  The word in the Bible for making the most of what you’re got is called “stewardship.”  Stewardship is simply the old English word for “management.”  It means managing everything God gives you.  Your time, your talents, your treasure, your resources, your opportunities.  Last week we looked at the stewardship of influence.  This week I want us to look at the stewardship of affluence.  

You say, “I don’t need this one.  I’m not rich.”  By whose standard?  If you compare yourself to Warren Buffet and Bill Gates, no, you’re not rich.  But if you compare yourself to ninety percent of the world you’re incredibly wealthy.  Just living in America means that you are affluent by the world’s standard.  

I read last March a couple statistics.  I’d like to read them again to you.  If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over head and a place to sleep (have you got those?) you are richer than 75% of the people in the world.  If you have any money in the bank, if you have any money in your wallet, and you have some spare change in a dish some place, you are in the top eight percent of the world’s wealthy.  Ninety-two percent of the people in the world have less than you.  So you need this message.  This is the stewardship of affluence.  If you’re an American you need this message.  Just turn to the person next to you and say, “I’m richer than I thought!” because you are.

The Bible says that this life is preparation for the next.  The Bible says that life is a test and life is a trust and God is watching how you handle what He gives you here on earth to see what He can trust you with in heaven for eternity.  The Bible says that both your rewards in heaven and your responsibilities in heaven are going to be based on your stewardship here on earth.  That includes every area of stewardship – your life, your time, your influence and your affluence.  The Bible says that God wants you to handle His money – it’s not really your money.  He just loans it to you for about a hundred years or less then He takes it back.  You don’t really own anything.  It was somebody else’s before you got there.  It’s going to be somebody else’s after you leave.  You just get to use it while you’re here on earth and so it’s really God’s money.  

Few things test your faith and maturity more accurately than how you use money.  It is the acid test of your spiritual maturity.  Jesus says this in Luke 16 “If you are untrustworthy handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven?”  The Bible says God is watching me to see how I handle whatever wealth – however little or much it is in life – how I handle and what I do with it here on earth.  Then if God cannot trust me with money here on earth He will not trust me with true spiritual riches in heaven.  So this is profoundly important.  Because it’s going to influence the rest of your eternity.

Tonight we’re going to look at the stewardship of affluence and that means that there’s both a downside and an upside.  

I.  You must first avoid the pitfalls of money.  That’s the downside.  Avoid the pitfalls of money.

The Bible says in 1 Timothy 6 “People who want to be rich fall into all sorts of temptation and traps… The love of money causes all kinds of trouble.”  Circle the phrase “the love of money.”  Money doesn’t cause the trouble.  It is the love of money.  God wants you to love people and use things.  When you start loving things you’re going to end up using people.  You get it reversed.  God says “I want you to understand that the way you use your money I’m watching to judge and evaluate and see what I can trust you with in eternity.”  

The Bible says there are these pitfalls.  If you make money your god it’s going to plague you like the devil.  Because wealth can do crazy things to our psyche.  It can cause people to do foolish things that can change your character.  I’ve seen people get a windfall and all of a sudden they’re possessed by their possessions.  They throw out their health, they throw out their relationships, they throw out their reputation.  (I heard about a guy the other day who won the lottery.  He called home, told his wife, “Honey, start packing.”  She said, “For warm weather or cold weather.”  He said, “I don’t care as long as you’re gone and out of the house by the time I get home!”)  I have seen people who have given up on a relationship, on a marriage because they wanted to make more money.  Tell me how that one figures out!  What’s really going to count in eternity is not your bank account but your character.

Psalm 49:20 says “In prosperity people lose their good sense.”  There are three pitfalls that we have to watch out for living in an affluent area like America.  


1.  Thinking that having more will make me more happy

That’s the first pitfall.  Thinking that having more will make me more happy.  Of course, that’s what all the ads say, “Buy our product and you’ll be happy!”  Remember it’s our right as Americans.  We believe in life, liberty and the purchase of happiness.  I can always buy more.  The fact is things can make you happy… for a while.  When you first get that new car – the new smell, the luster, the gleam.  It’s so great.  But after a while it kind of looses its luster.  All of a sudden you’re looking at the next model, the newest idea.  You want to redecorate your house.  Why do we do this?  Why is it that things that seem so cool when you first get them lose their luster, lose their value, lose their appeal to us? 

I’ll tell you why.  Things don’t change and people do.  You’re a living human being.  That means you’re constantly changing.  When you get something that doesn’t change sooner or later you’re going to get bored with it.  That’s why that piece of art you thought was so neat and so cool it’s not that big of deal any more.  And that dress or that shirt or that car or that home or whatever, now you’re going, “We’ve got to redecorate!” because you get bored.  Things do bring happiness but it’s only temporary.

The Bible says this in Ecclesiastes 5:10 “Those who love money will never have enough.  How absurd to think that wealth brings true happiness!  The more you have, the more people come to help you spend it.”  Anybody want to give a testimony about that verse?  The more you’ve got all these kind of leeches kind of show up and they’re ready to help you spend it in a lot of different ways.  

Having more will not make you more happy.  In fact John Taylor has written a book called Enough is Enough.  He suggests that families adopt the slogan that they yell every time a commercial comes on TV because all commercials say, “Buy happiness.”  He says, Families, when a commercial comes on, should yell out together: “You’ve got to be kidding!”  Because it’s true.  Having more will not make me more happy.  If that were true Jay-Lo would be the happiest person on earth.  And a few other people I know.  But they aren’t.  

The second pitfall…


2.  Thinking that having more will make me more important.
This is based on the myth of “I am what I own.”  That your value is based on your valuables.  That my net worth determines my self-worth.  And of course, that’s not true at all.  That’s the idea that if I only have a little then I’m only worth a little.  If you believe that then you think, “I’ve got to get more because I want to be respected.  I want to be liked.  I want to be popular.  I want to be looked up to.  So I’ve got to get more.  And if I get more people will respect me more.”  That is not true.  It will not make you more important.  The fact is amazing to me what people will pay for status, a little symbol of status.  You take two shirts.  They’re both the same color.  They’re both made in Bangladesh and one of them has a little logo on it and you pay a hundred bucks more for it.  What are you paying for?  You think that a little logo is going to make you feel better about yourself?  It’s still cotton.  It was still made in Bangladesh.  Look on the label.  It’s that we think that having more will make us more important.

The Bible says this about that in Luke 12 “Don’t always be wishing for what you don’t have. For real life and real living are not related to how rich we are.”  You’ve heard me say this many times but we buy things that we don’t need with money we don’t have to impress people we don’t even like.  What’s the logic of that?  The person who dies with the most toys still dies.  It’s been said, “The relationship measure of our wealth is how much we’d be worth if we lost all our money.”  How much would you be worth if you lost all your money?  The pitfall of thinking that having more will make me more happy or more important or…


3.  Having more will make me more secure.  
We even have a euphemism for that – financial independence.  But the reality is the more you have, the more you have to worry about.  The more you have to insure.  The more you have to protect and polish.  The more you have to maintain.  The more you have to think about.  The more you get the more it complicates your life.  You need to simplify your life not complicate your life with more things.  Pretty soon you’re living for the maintenance of those things.  

I have to be honest with you.  I never worry about getting barnacles on my yacht.  I don’t have a yacht.  I never worry about my vacation home burning down.  I don’t have a vacation home.  I never worry about a thief cutting off my arm to get my Rolex.  Because I bought this one a Target.  So really you’re just complicating your life, not making it easier.  In fact, the Bible says it’s dumb to put your security in possessions.  Proverbs 23:5 “Your money can be gone in a flash, as if it had grown wings and flown away like an eagle.”  Anybody want to give at testimony on that verse.  

By the way, have you noticed that every dollar bill has an eagle on it?  It’s just a little reminder of how quickly it can fly away.  I don’t care how rich you are.  You could lose it overnight in a million different ways.  Talk to some of the Dot Com executives who were worth billions and lost billions overnight.  

Never put your security in something that could be taken away from you.  Of course, anything material could easily be taken away from you.  For lots of different reasons – natural disasters, all kinds of things.  The only thing that can’t be taken away from you is your relationship to God and that’s where you ought to put your security.  

Besides that money can be taken away from you it can’t keep other things bad from happening to you.  Job 36:19 “Your reputation and your riches cannot protect you from distress.”  Isn’t that the truth?  Rich people have the same problems poor people do.  They still get cancer.  They still have loved ones die.  It’s not much of a security measure.  

Bud Paxon is one of the wealthiest men in America.  He founded the Home Shopping Network.  Then he founded the Pax Television Network which has 67 stations – more than any other network.  This last week Bud brought his board out here to Saddleback to meet with me for the day and asked me to consult with them on how to make the most of their network for God.  As I began to talk with Bud it reminded me that while he was here he wasn’t always a believer.  In fact, without Christ in his life all the money in the world couldn’t keep his life and his marriage from falling apart.  Listen to this:

Bud Paxon: It all began when I got the opportunity to create and cofound the Home Shopping Network which is America’s first nonstop television shopping channel.  At that particular time I began to realize throughout that year that my wife and I were not communicating well enough on the phone.  But I was swept up in the business and blinded by the growth, blinded by the success.  I came home on December 21, 1986 and we’d all decided that we were going to take the entire family, all the kids, the one who was married and the one who wasn’t, all the kids out to Las Vegas because I’d been given some suites out there.  I had shipped in from all over the world Christmas presents.  Christmas morning here’s the whole family – ten of us.  You could not get into the living room there were so many presents.  Started opening them at nine in the morning and finished a little after twelve noon.  When we finished my wife said to me, “Bud, I need to talk to you.  Let’s go out on the patio and have a cup of coffee.”  I joined her on the patio about three minutes later.  She was smoking a cigarette, which she never did.  It didn’t take her much time to tell me, she was leaving me that day for another man.  


Within moments there was nothing left of me.  Crying is not exactly a good enough definition of what happened to me throughout that entire day.  She was gone.  Her presents gone.  Her clothes were gone.  She was gone.  I couldn’t do anything but cry.  My kids sat with me all night and it didn’t let up.  I was broken.  My life had been destroyed.  There was no reason for the success.  No reason for living.  


About four o’clock in the morning I thought about the Gideon Bible.  I had an incredible urge to find it, which I did.  I opened it up and did the sinner’s prayer.  At the end of it I added a couple words “Jesus, please come.”  In that room I got goosebumps.  Love came.  His presence came.  Power came.  Peace came.  I don’t know what happened.  I had great pastors leading me, great friends, and deeply rooted Christians.  For eighteen months they led me through the Bible and I became very deeply rooted.  


At the end of the eighteen months the divorce was final.  I knew I wanted to have a wife and be married again.  I wasn’t going to be complete.  So I decided to date.  I went out on my first date.  Somewhere during the middle of the evening, somehow, in some conversation I would just blurt it out.  I didn’t set it up.  I just turned to her and said, “So what do you think of Jesus Christ?” Thirty-seven women gave the wrong answer.  I never dated them again.  The thirty-eighth date said, “What do you want to know?  I’ve known Him all my life.”  I said, “What are you doing on Friday night?”  She’s the only one I dated twice.  We were married a year later.  The difference of a marriage with God and without is something I know all about.  Because with Him it is a marriage.  With Him it is the kind of love described in the Bible.  I can’t tell you how happy I am.

Rick:

Take it from someone who’s going to have lot more money than any of us will probably ever have, having more will not make you more important, will not make you more happy, will not make you more secure, and will not prevent problems from coming in your life.  If you think they will, you are headed for major pitfalls with you’re affluence.  

That’s the downside of wealth.  And you have to avoid the pitfalls.  But there’s also a positive side.  Money can be used for tremendous good potential if you use it the way God intended.  In God’s word He has told us the five ways He wants us to use money.  We’re going to look at them today.  To be a good steward you must not only avoid the pitfalls you must…

II. Apply the purposes of money.

God gives us money for a reason.  He does it to test our stewardship.  What is He testing?  How we fulfill the five purposes of life.  If God put you on earth for five reasons then it would seem to make sense that He wants you to use money as a tool to help you fulfill those five purposes.  Money is a tool to help me fulfill God’s purposes – God’s purposes for my life.  There are five.  

The Bible tells us in 1 Timothy 6:17-18 “Tell people to use their money to do good... By doing this they will be storing up real treasure for themselves in heaven;  it is the only safe investment for eternity.”  God says, “I want you to store up treasure in heaven.”  You’ve heard me say before, You can’t take it with you.  But you can send it on ahead.  You do your givin’ while you’re livin’ so you’ll be knowin’ where it’s goin’.  You send it on ahead and you make an investment.  I want to talk to you about the most important investment advice you’re ever going to get.  There is no greater investment than invest your time and money and reputation and your influence and everything else in God’s purposes for your life.

In the first place, it’s a proven track record.  There is no risk to it because it’s guaranteed by God and Son doing business with people like you for 2000 years.  It’s protected in heaven where nobody can get to it.  And it provides eternal dividends.  I don’t know any other investment that offers that.  Eternal dividends.  

If you were to go to a financial adviser and say, Here’s what I got with my money, however little it is.  They’d say, “What you need is a balanced portfolio.”  Have you ever heard this?  A balanced portfolio.  That means you don’t put all your eggs in one basket.  You spread it around little bit so that the risk is minimized and the returns are maximized and you need a balanced portfolio.  So they’ll put your money in different kinds of funds.  

Tonight, I want to talk to you about the five eternal funds that you need to invest your money in.  Five eternal funds that are going to pay eternal dividends in heaven.  You could call this purpose driven money management.


1.  Use your money to express worship.

In other words, when I give some of it back to God, that’s an act of worship.  God loves that.  God wants you to honor Him with some of your money.  Proverbs 3:9 says, “Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your income.”  Why would God do that?  Obviously God doesn’t need my money.  He’s got all the money in the world.  In fact, it’s not even yours.  It’s His.  So why would God say, “Give Me part of your money back.”  He wants you to do it as an act of worship.  Why does He want you to do it as an act of worship?  

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  God says, wherever you put some of your money that’s where your heart’s going to be.  You want to get a heart for Microsoft, I’ll tell you what to do.  Buy some stock.  The moment you buy some Microsoft stock all of a sudden you’re going to start caring about Microsoft.  You’re going to watch every article about Microsoft.  You’re going to pay whole lot more attention to it.  Because guess what?  Now you’re an owner.  You’ve got an investment.  Wherever you put your money you start caring about that.  So God says, “I want you to put some of your money back into Me.  So you care about Me.  Where your treasure is your heart is.”  

Where’s your heart?  I’ll tell you where it is today.  It’s wherever your treasure is.  Your heart may be in your house.  Your heart may be in your boat.  Your heart may be in your business.  Your heart may be in your hobby.  Your heart may be in your career.  Your heart may be into entertainment if that’s where you’re putting your money.  I can say what’s important to me.  But what’s really important to me is just look at my schedule and look at my checkbook stubs.  Because the way I spend my time and the way I spend my money shows what’s really important regardless of what I tell you is important.  What’s really important to me is revealed by how I spend my time and how I spend my money.

So God says put your money where you want your heart to be.  Where do you want your heart to be?  If you want it to be with God, you need to give some of it back to God.  He says that is an act of worship.  He says that is where your treasure will be.  This is the first fund you want to invest in.  It’s called The Treasury Fund.  Wherever you put your heart that’s where your treasure is going to be and vice versa.

Notice Deuteronomy 14:23 “The purpose of tithing is...” to make you miserable.  No, that’s not what it says, is it.  “The purpose of tithing is…” because God is poor.  It doesn’t say that.  “The purpose of tithing is to teach you to put God first in your lives.”  God doesn’t need your money.  He doesn’t need my money.  Obviously.  He just wants what it represents.  What does it represent?  My heart.  Why do we get so nervous when we talk about money?  Because the most sensitive nerve in the human body goes from the heart to the wallet.  Some of you are nervous with me talking about it right now.  You’re freaked out that I’m going to say, “Give!”  We spend all our lives making money, thinking about money, worrying about money, saving money, spending money, investing money, and we’re so afraid that somebody might take some of it.  We get all uptight.  God says, “Relax.  Invest in eternity.  I want you to put Me first.”  This is the first way you use your money wisely.  Give some of it back to God.  It’s called tithing.

I asked Bud Paxon how he was using his affluence to express worship and how he was putting God first in his business.  Here’s what he said.

Bud Paxon:  The Holy Spirit started giving an idea about television and a television service.  I’d brushed up against all kinds of Christian TV.  Christian TV in my opinion is neither.  I was given an idea for Christian television that was so radical, so different, so unique, so non-denominational, so biblical I felt I was being told not asked but told, “You’ve got to do this.”  But nobody wanted to air it.  So we got a chance to buy a TV station.  So we bought a TV station.  Because I’d been in the Home Shopping business I had really created in a sense, not personally but stimulated and created the infomercial business.  So I decided, “I’ll do infomercials all day to pay for this TV station.  Over night we’ll tithe the time to an organization which is called the Christian Network – CNI.  Through that effort we bought 60 some odd television stations in America.  We own more television stations than any other company in America.  All full power.  We’re in all top twenty markets, 43 of the top 50 markets, and 63 markets.  Then plus with cable homes that we have and satellite we’re in 93 million American homes.  So we are tithing our business.  I can tell you without the tithe we would have never got us where we are today.  We’re not that capable.  So with bold confidence the Lord would be in it we bought more and more and more television stations all across America.  It’s the reason we exist.  How did we do it?  With God’s help.

Rick:

God says, “I want you to use some of your money to express worship.  When you give it back to Me, that’s called investing in the Treasury Fund.”  He says I not only want you to use it to express worship…


2.  I want you to use it to encourage fellowship.
We’re going to call this The Mutual Fund.  Because we are to do it with each other.  It is the Mutual Fund that God wants us to invest in.  God wants you to use your money to build relationships in His family.  When I see my children sharing with each other, sharing the things that they have and own with each other it gives me great pleasure as a parent.  When God looks down and sees His children sharing with each other that brings God great pleasure.  Romans 12:13 says this “Share what you have with God’s people who are in need and show hospitality.”  

You know where your treasure is your heart is.  The same is true with people.  When you give to God it draws you closer to God.  When you give to other people it draws you closer to them.  It builds the fellowship.  It deepens the bonds of love for each other.  So when you draw close to people by giving to them God says you’re investing in the Mutual Fund of eternity.  That means when you open up your home to other believers, when you provide them a meal, when you pay for a baby sitter, when you take a fellow Christian to lunch, when you buy a fellow believer a book or a tape or you buy them a card, when you give somebody cash who’s little cash-strapped, God says you’re investing in the Mutual Fund.  You’re investing in encouraging fellowship.  

So many stories I could tell you about this one in our church.  I hear them everyday about, in our couple thousand small groups, groups rallying around somebody when they’re going through a tough time financially or just being of help in bringing meals to each other or paying for baby sitters.  Just today, I heard about a group who somebody in the group had a brother who got Hodgkins and he didn’t have enough money to go back and visit him.  So the group bought a ticket for him and sent him back.  That’s the Mutual Fund.  We take care of each other in the body of Christ.  We take care of each other as Christians.  When God sees that He’s pleased and He says you’re investing for eternity when you do that.

Romans 12:10 says “Love one another with mutual affection.”  And Hebrews 10:24 says “Think of ways to encourage one another with outbursts of love and good deeds.”  You can give without loving.  But you cannot love without giving.  Giving is the essence of love.  And the Bible says this in Hebrews 10:24 “Let us be concerned for one another, to help one another, to show love and to do good.”  Sometimes those four things cost.  And God says when it costs you to do these things, to be concerned, to help, to show love and to do good, God says I’m chalking it up to your account in heaven.  Because at that point you’re investing in the Mutual Fund.  

Somebody said money’s kind of a lot like fertilizer.  You pile it up and it stinks.  But if you spread it around it can do a lot of good.  God says I never intended you just store up all your money.  I want you to spread it around where it does a lot of good in people’s lives.  

Many of you know that Bill Bright who founded Campus Crusade for Christ recently died.  He was a friend of mine.  He built the largest Christian organization in the world.  What people don’t know is that privately he and Vonnette through their generosity donated and helped dozens and dozens of other Christian organizations besides Campus Crusade.  His feeling was, We’re all on the same team.  We’re all going to heaven.  So we need to help each other out.  We’re all in the same family.  He gave a lot of his life investing in the Mutual Fund.  Right before he died we taped this interview.


You’ve been incredibly personally generous.  You’ve also…  I was with Campus Crusade for eleven years and I know stories of how generous you’ve been with other ministries and their times of need or opportunities where you have given scarce resources, scarce Crusade resources to serve other parts of the body of Christ.  Tell me about that.

Bill Bright:  It’s like Vonnette and I have two sons, both by the way are in full time ministry for the Lord.  But we’re so pleased that they enjoy each other.  We rejoice whenever they do something for each other.  I’m sure God is the some way.  Can you imagine that God who is personal loving God and Father being unhappy that I would do something in the name of Crusade to help another ministry?  He is pleased.  We’re members of the body of Christ.  It’s obvious that when there’s a need obviously funds are given to Crusade for a specific purpose so we don’t have unlimited, undesignated funds, and the only thing we can use is undesignated funds.  But when different movements have had urgent needs and God has impressed us in the leadership of the movement to lend a hand we view that was God’s call.  It’s for His glory.


I personally believe that that is one of the reasons that God has so honored this movement, just the way that you have lived open handedly with everything.

Tom:

We use what God’s given us to express worship.  We use it to encourage fellowship – the Mutual Fund.  Then there’s a third way we can use what God’s given us.


3.  Use it to enhance your life.
Personally, to grow.  You might call this one The Growth Fund.  Use it to enhance your own life.  God wants you to use the money that He’s given you to grow spiritually.  The Bible says in Proverbs 10:16 “The earnings of the godly enhance their lives, but evil people squander their money on sin.”  Have you ever thought that maybe one of the reasons God gives you money is so that you can use it grow spiritually?  

I can remember as a brand new believer in Jesus, a seventeen-year-old kid, the first time I walked into a bookstore to buy a Bible.  I was shocked at how much Bibles cost.  They had leather on them and stuff.  It was going to set me back a lot for a seventeen-year-old kid!  But I bought one.  And it was one of the best investments I’ve ever made.  If I hadn’t bought that Bible I’d have just blown it on pizza and hamburgers.  But I had this Bible and it changed my life.  I got to read it and underline it and I look back years later at what it meant to me as a brand new believer.  

How are you investing what God has given into your life in growing spiritually, in seeing what He wants to do in all of our lives? 

One of the keys that God wants to do in all of our lives as far as growth is to change our character.  He wants us to grow in character.  When we go to heaven, we’re not going to take any things to heaven.  You’re not going to take your car to heaven.  Some of you might want to but you’re not going to take your car to heaven.  You’re not going to take your house to heaven.  You’re not going to take your clothes to heaven.  You’re not going to take any things from this life to heaven.  But you are going to take your character.  So it makes a lot of sense to invest in this world in things that we’re going to take into the next world.  Invest in growing in character any time you have a chance to do that.  

By the way, this is a disciplined investment.  That’s one of the reasons you should budget so you will have the money to invest in these kinds of things that are so important.  You can’t buy character but you can buy some tools and experiences and things that help you grow in character.  You can do things like buy Christian books or buy tapes or go to seminars or go on a mission trip.  There are all kinds of choices you can make that result in spiritual growth in this Growth Fund in our lives.  

The Bible says in Proverbs 23:23 “Buy truth and don’t sell it for love or money; buy wisdom;  buy education; buy insight.”  If you were given a choice, if somebody said to you, “What would you rather have, great wisdom or great wealth?” what would you say?  Most of you would say, “I’d take the wealth and then I’d buy the wisdom.  That’s really what I would want.”  Who doesn’t want money, right?  I want it, you want it.  We all see what it does for us.  We have a need for it in our lives.  But these verses remind us that the greatest value in life is what’s happening in our hearts.  If you make the choice to buy wisdom, buy insight, you’re never going to regret that choice because of the difference it makes in life.

If you were here the last couple of weeks you know that we’re emphasizing a way that you can do that this fall.  Some of you are wondering, What am I going to do this fall for my spiritual 

growth.  It’s something called Foundations.  You see it on the flap of your program tonight.  It’s what we’re doing together as a church this fall.  Whether you’re in a small group or not in a small group.  If you’re not in a small group go to the table on the way out and sign up for the study on Tuesday mornings for women or on Wednesday night, the one I’m teaching here at the church.  In fact you can do that if you don’t like your small group, too.  Come and join us and those times.  If you’re already in a small group in about two weeks the small group material is going to be out.  We’re on tape for you as a small group.  Either way you do it, make an investment this fall not only of a little bit of money but also, honestly, of a lot of time.  Say, I’m going to do something to strengthen the foundations in my life.  

Here’s why you need to do that.  God wants to do some great things in your life.  In fact, He’s going to.  These next few years, you cannot imagine what God wants to do in your life, what He wants to build into your life.  But if He’s going to be able to build it you and I need to take the time to strengthen the foundation for all that He wants to do in our life.  So this fall we’re focusing on strengthening that foundation, on the Growth Fund, the investment in our own growth.  Not for selfishness.  Not just so I can say, “Look how I’ve grown!”  But so that God can use me to make a difference in other people’s lives.  

That’s the next investment you see in the outline.  You use what God’s given you to enhance your life but then…


4.  You use it to extend your ministry, to make difference in other people’s lives.  

God wants you to use money to help other people that are in need.  Let’s call this the Service Fund.  This is serving other people with what God has given to us.  If you want the simplest definition of ministry it’s meeting other’s needs in Jesus’ name.  God gives us resources to help us meet other people’s needs in Jesus’ name.  There are emotional needs.  There are financial needs.  There are physical needs.  Any way possible.  

Suppose for a moment, just for a moment, imagine that you father was a billionaire.  Just enjoy that for a moment.  And you father says to you, “I want to will to you everything that I have.  But here’s what I’d like you to do between now and the time that I die.  I want to give you a little bit less and I want to watch you live on less.  Depending on how you live I’m going to decide at the end of my life I’m going to decide whether I’m going to will to you all that I have.”  Would that sort of change how you manage your finances?  Would that affect how you thought about what you had?  It would me.  It would all of us.  

That’s exactly what God’s said to us.  He said, “When you get to heaven, I want to give it all to you.  I want to make you a partner with My Son.  But now on this earth, you have less to live on but I’m watching how you use it.  Because I want to do something incredible for all eternity in your life.”  One of the ways He’s watching is, Do we just spend it all on ourselves or are we looking for other people that are in need, involving ourselves in ministry.  

Honestly, the amazing result is even on this earth when I give to others, God always gives it back.  He always does.  Proverbs 11:24 says, “The world of the generous gets larger and larger;  and the world of the stingy gets smaller and smaller.”  It’s just focused on them.  That’s what it means to be stingy – you’re just focused on you.  

I love what the Bible has to say about giving.  I don’t know if you’ve noticed all that it says about giving.  There are more promises about giving in the Bible than any other subject.  Jesus had more to say about giving than almost any other subject.  More about giving than heaven or hell or just about any other thing He talked about.  In fact the word “give” is used more in the Bible than words like “faith,” and “hope” and “love.”  Why?  Why is it emphasized so much?  Because God is a giving God and He wants us to be like Him.  You know the verse – “God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.”  And He wants us to have that same heart.  He wants us to be givers.  Because He gave so much to us.  Jesus said, “I didn’t come to be served,  I came to serve.  I came to give My life as a ransom for many.”  

There is one group that God talks about again and again in the Bible that He wants us to give to.  It’s the poor.  It’s those who don’t have what we have.  You and I get so caught up in our lives it’s hard to even think about the poor.  It feels sometimes like one more thing.  “I don’t have time for that one more thing.”  God knows that.  That’s why He emphasizes again and again.  This is something you need to do.  Not only for their sake but also for your heart and what it does for you.

Proverbs 28:27 says, “Give to the poor and you will never be in need.  But if you close your eyes to the poor, many will curse you.”  Then Proverbs 19:17 “When you give back to the poor, it’s like lending to the Lord, and the Lord will pay you back.”
Rick:

So God wants you to invest in the Treasury Fund, that means use your money to express worship.  God wants you to invest in the Mutual Fund, use your money to encourage fellowship.  God wants you to invest in the Growth Fund, use your money to grow spiritually, enhance your life.  God wants you to invest in the Equity Service Fund, which is use your money to help people.  And finally…


5.  God wants you to use your money to extend your mission.
That’s the Global Fund.  God wants you to use your money to extend your mission.  He wants you to use your money to help bring people to Him.  

One of the strangest and most misunderstood verses in the Bible is this next verse, Luke 16:9 “Now use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it’s gone you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.”  What in the world is He talking about?  I’m supposed to go out on the street and buy myself a bunch of friends?  No.  He’s saying this: use your money to bring people to Jesus Christ because then they’ll go to heaven.  When you go to heaven they will greet you with open arms saying, “Thank you for spending that money.  I’m in heaven because of you.”  

There is no more important use of your money.  There is no way to use your money to make a longer lasting impact than to reach somebody for Jesus Christ with the good news.  Because they’re going to thank you forever and ever and ever and ever.  Nothing else you could possibly buy is going to last that long.  But every time you use your money to buy Bibles…  I read just today about a couple who last week were planning on going out and buying a Porsche and after last week’s message used the money to go buy Bibles for the prisoners.  They got it!  They just put a bunch into the Global Fund.  They just invested a lot into the Global Fund.  

Is anybody going to be in heaven because of you?  Because you paid for a ticket for somebody to go to a Christian concert.  Or you bought them a Christian book or a Bible or a tape or something.  Or you helped sponsor a missionary or whatever.  This is what it means to use your money to extend your mission.  

Think about this.  If your treasure is on earth, every day you’re getting further and further away from it.  Because you’re not spending much more time on earth.  You may have 50-60 years but that’s nothing.  On the other hand, if your treasure is in heaven you’re getting closer and closer to it every day.  So do you want to walk away from it or do you want to walk toward it?  It’s where you put your treasure.  

The Bible says the greatest use of money is to change lives.  We make a living by what we get.  But we make a life by what we give.  2 Corinthians 9 “You will honor God through this genuine act of service, because of your commitment to spread the good news of Christ, and because of your generosity in sharing.”  
I want you to take this list and check which fund you might need to invest more in this year.  Remember Balanced Portfolio.  Maybe you need to give some to the poor.  You haven’t done that.  Maybe you’ve been giving to God, expressing worship, but what about some of the other areas?  So pick an area: this is a fund I need to invest in this year.  Because God says “I want you to be balanced.  I gave you money not for one purpose but for five.”  

Last week I told you about how I struggled with the stewardship of influence because of the book selling six million copies.  I’ve had to struggle with this one too this year – the stewardship of affluence.  Because this past year Kay and I experienced a whole new level of income.  I told you the book sold six million and by this week it’s sold seven million.  Kay and I have always lived very modestly.  It’s not like I’m going out buying $2000 suits!  And I save millions on socks!  Millions I’ve saved by not having to buy any.  So we don’t live these flashy lives.  I drive a Ford.  I like the Hummer but I’m driving a Ford.  So when this income from the book began to come in I began to say, “God, what do You want me to do with it?  What do You want me to do with all of this income?” because it was a whole new world for me.  As I said last week, I don’t think God gives you money – lots of it – just to blow it on yourself.  Just for your ego satisfaction so you can be a rich fat cat.  I don’t think that’s it at all.  In fact, the Bible says the exact opposite of that.  The guy who built the bigger barn God said, “You’re a fool for doing that.”  So I said, “God, what do You want us to do with this additional income?  Because we want to be good stewards of it.”  

I went to the Bible as I always do.  I prayed and God gave me a verse, a passage, 1 Corinthians 9:11-19.  Paul says this in 1 Corinthians 9 (Paul’s my hero) “The Lord has ordered that those who preach the gospel should get their living from it.  But I will not make use of this right.  If I did my work as a matter of choice then I could expect to be paid.  But I do my work as a matter of duty to God because God has entrusted me with this task.  What pay do I get then?  It’s the privilege of preaching the good news without charging for it, without claiming my rights in my work for the gospel.  I am a free man but I make myself everybody’s slave in order to win as many people as possible.”  
What I’m about to tell you, I don’t want you to clap.  In fact, I struggled with this for a long time because I did not want you to misunderstand it.  But I feel as your pastor I want to be accountable to you for the blessing God has put on my life.  When all this income started coming in this year, Kay and I sat down and we decided to do four things.


First, we would make no change in our lifestyle.  We didn’t go buy a bigger house.  I didn’t buy a new car.  I didn’t buy a vacation home.  We have not made a single major purchase this year.  We said we’re going to maintain our lifestyle.

Second, last June I stopped taking a salary from this church because God had provided this other way.  


Third, we began a family foundation, nonprofit, and we put the money into that foundation.


Fourth, I went back and added up all the church had paid me in salary for the last 23 years and gave it back.  Because I don’t want anybody to ever think that we did this for money.  We did not.  I love Jesus Christ with all my heart and I would have done it for free anyway if housing hadn’t been so expensive.  I don’t want any magazine or any media or anybody going, “Warren’s just getting rich over there at that mega church.”  

We are stewards, friends.  It is not our money.  It is God’s money.  I will never asks you to sacrifice more for this church than I have.  Yet it is my goal that Saddleback become the most Christlike church in the world.  If we are going to become the most Christlike church in the world, you and I are going to have to learn extravagant generosity.  Because that’s what Jesus did for us.  It is my goal that Saddleback church will be the first church in history to collectively in our history give a billion dollars to the kingdom of God.  I think it’s possible.  We are in an area of affluence like very few others in the entire world.  God has not blessed us just to bless ourselves.  He has blessed us to be a blessing.

You know the prayer of Jabez.  Let me tell you a better one.  The prayer of Agur.  You never heard of this guy.  I would suggest that you pray the prayer of Agur.  Proverbs 30:7-9 “Lord, don’t let me become too poor or too rich.  Just give me what I need.  For if I have too much I might forget about You.  And if I don’t have enough I might steal and disgrace Your name.”  That’s balance.  I know a lot of people who are willing to pray the first part: “God, don’t make me too poor.”  I don’t know very many people who are willing to pray, “God, don’t make me too rich.”  Either extreme can cause you to loose your soul.  You can get bitter from poverty and you can get prideful from posterity.  Either one will shrink your heart.  

There’s more to life than here and now.  It’s not about what we pile up now.  Jesus said, “A man’s life is not in the abundance of things he possesses.”  I’m investing for eternity, in the Treasury Fund and the Global Fund and the Growth Fund and the Service Fund and the Mutual Fund.  And when I get there I’m going to enjoy it for eternity.

Tonight we’re going to take the Lord’s Supper in which we remember what Jesus did for us, how He gave up everything that we might benefit everything.  Tom’s going to come read the last verse.

Tom: 

Here’s what the Bible says in 2 Corinthians 8:9 “You are familiar with the generosity of Jesus Christ.  Rich as He was, He gave it all away for us-  in one stroke He became poor and we became rich.”  As we celebrate communion – the Lord’s Supper – tonight we’re going to be celebrating all that Jesus gave for us.  I’m going to ask those who are going to serve to go ahead and begin serving now.  As you get the cracker and juice go ahead and hold it and we’ll eat and drink together in a little bit.  

Let me share with some of you.  Maybe this is the first time you’ve been in church in a long time.  You’re thinking, “What is this and what does it mean?”  It’s just a celebration of the great love that Jesus has for us, the sacrifice that He made by giving His life on the cross.  He gave it all away.  He didn’t hold anything back.  As we take this Lord’s Supper in a minute, it’s us as believers saying we have faith in Him.  We trust in Him.  Maybe for some of you for the first time tonight you’ll be expressing this.  Even as you take this bread and this juice you’ll be expressing to Him, “Jesus I want to have faith in You.  I want to trust in You.”

In the Lord’s Supper, we celebrate the fact that our past is forgiven.  He gives us a life that is worth living and He gives us a future in heaven.  We’re looking forward to being together with Him forever.  Aren’t you glad that He’s forgiven us of our sins?  That’s what we’re going to celebrate in just a moment.  

We’ve just talked about us giving, us giving back to God – our time, our heart, our energy – by investing all that we have in Him, our resources.  What we’re just about to do in a moment, celebrating the gift that God gave to us in Jesus Christ, let me tell you how it fits with us giving.  

You’re never going to be able to do what we talking about this evening.  You’re never going to be able to invest in eternity, you’re never going to be able to look towards the future until you recognize all that Jesus has given to you.  Until I recognize that I’ve got to hold on to what I have in this world.  It might be my only security.  It’s the only thing I have to make it through.  I don’t know if I’m going to get more.  But tonight we’re celebrating the fact that God has given His all for us in Jesus Christ.  The Bible says in Romans 8, “If God didn’t shrink from sending His Son to die on a cross do you think He’s not going to meet your everyday needs?”  Once you realize how much God has given for us, to us, in us through Jesus Christ coming, stretching out His arms and giving His life on a cross.  Once you see that you don’t have to worry about things any more.  Once you see that you’re able to give in a new and a fresh way.  Because you live in confidence because of all that God wants to give to us.  

We’re going to take this bread and eat it now as a reminder.  Jesus said, “Do this to remember Me.”  As a reminder of all that He gave for us when He gave His body for us on the cross.  Let’s eat this together.  The Bible tells us that you and I are to give as Jesus gave.  He’s our model.  The way that He gave Himself for us is the way we’re to give ourselves for others.  


Jesus gave willingly.  He wasn’t afraid to go to the cross and give His life for us and no one forced Him to do that.  He made that choice because of His love for us.  And He wants us to give willingly because of our love for Him and for other people.  


Jesus gave sacrificially.  He gave His all.  He gave, He sacrificed His life on a cross in a way that not only hurt His body but as He watched those who were murdering Him there on the cross as He watched them ridiculing Him, can you imagine what that did to Jesus’ heart?  Yet He said, “Father, forgive them.  They don’t know what they’re doing.”  He sacrificed Himself for us.  He teaches us to give the same way.  Give sacrificially because He knows how much He loves us.  


Jesus gave expectantly.  He knew that because He gave His live on the cross that you and I would enjoy relationship with Him.  He wants us to give expectantly realizing that as we give ourselves to others it’s just going to increase our depth of relationship with God and it’s going to multiply what He’s doing in the world.  


Then as we read just a minute ago, Jesus gave generously.  You’re familiar with the generosity of Jesus Christ.  This cup represents that Jesus spilled His blood for us.  That’s how generously God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.  Let’s take this and drink this in remembrance of Him.

Prayer:


Jesus, You’ve given so much for us.  We could never hope to repay You.  Help us not to try.  Instead, Lord, help us just to live our lives in gratefulness for what You’ve done.  God, we’re all aware of the pitfall of money, of resources.  That’s why You warn us of them so frequently.  Money and things can get a hold of our lives.  It’s our prayer tonight that as we celebrate how much You’ve given for us it would be a reminder that we don’t have to fall into that trap.  That it would give us the strength, God, to live instead with a sense of purpose of the things You put into our lives.  God, help us to invest our lives in people.  Help us to invest our lives in growing closer to You.  Help us to invest our lives in worshipping You.  And help us to invest our lives in letting people know Your good news.  Help us to invest for eternity.  We need Your strength to do that as we look forward to all that You want to do in our lives, into eternity.  We ask for this strength.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
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