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    Today I am going to enlist the help of these French Fries to help us understand Biblical Stewardship. Each time you eat a French Fry, I want you to remember this message.
    One day James wanted to do something special with his five year old son Johnny. He asked “Son, is there anything you’d like to do right now?” Johnny said, “I want some McDonald French Fries.” 
    His father said, “if that’s what my boy wants, then that’s what my boy gets.” 
    They got into the blue & white chevy truck, headed toward McDonald’s. Johnny’s lips & tongue were silently moving as he could taste the fries before they even reached the store.
    His Dad made the order, and Johnny’s heart pounded when his Dad said “super size it.” James took the money out of his wallet to pay for the fries and a drink. Johnny’s little teeth were ready to sink into those hot golden fries, before they made it to the table.
    When they sat down, grace consisted of “God bless this food amen”, but it seemed like way too many words to Johnny who was eager to delight himself with this huge blessing of French fries.
    James was happy to see his little boy so happy over something so simple. He decided to join in the fun. He reached over to get a couple of Jimmy’s fries for himself. 
    To his surprise, his son quickly put his arms around his fries as though building a fort and pulled them toward himself and said, “No, these are mine.” His dad was in a state of shock for a moment. He could not believe what had happened.
    James pulled back his hand and began to reflect about his son’s attitude toward the fries. Let’s walk together through the things that went through his mind. He was thinking, my son failed to realize that I am the source of those French fries.
    At the counter, I was the one who gave the cashier the money from my wallet. I did not give him the size fry he was expecting, but something twice as big. Yet here he is talking about his French fries.
    Not only was I the source of the French fries, he has forgotten that I am 6 ft 1” & 195 lbs, have the power to take all the fries despite his little arms surrounding them as a fort. Or that if I wanted to, I could go back to the counter and bring him so many fries that he could never eat them all.
    He also does not understand, “that I don’t need his French fries. I could go back to the counter and get as many fries as I wanted.” 
    As the Dad thought about it, one or two fries really would not have made much of a difference for him that day. What he wanted was for his son Johnny, to invite him into the wonderful little world he had made possible for his son. He wanted his son to be willing to share the very blessing that he had provided.
    When we talk about being “good stewards”, we have to realize that everyday God gives us the choice to live out the chance to Never underestimate HIM. God takes us to McDonald’s on a regular basis in our lives. 
    God blesses us. He blesses you and God blesses me. He’s given us all some French fries. Some have small bags, others medium, others large and some super size. Some are narrow and light in color like McDonald’s others are thick and dark like Rally’s. Some are straight and some are curly. But God has given us all some fries.
    Like that Dad, God desires to sit down at the table with us for some fellowship. When God reaches over to use some of the blessings he has given to us, far too often we say “No God, these are mine. No, No, No. Go and get your own.” We try building our own little forts around our blessings.
    Is there anybody here this morning that understands that God is the source of all that we receive?  
    Is there anybody here today that understands, God has the ability to take away everything we think is ours and God has the ability to give us far more than what we have.      
    Is there anybody here that recognizes God does not need our French fries, and that it is an honor and a privilege to be able to share our fries with God. God does not ask us to give because God is hurting and in desperate need. 
    God asks us to give because God wants us to be like Him. God has a giving attitude and he wants that giving attitude modeled in his children. The first verse many people learn is John 3:16 which begins, for God so love the world that he what….He gave His only Son.  Throughout the Bible, you find that God is always giving. In your own lives, how many of you know that you cannot underestimate God’s ability to provide for you in ways that you had not thought possible. God is very interested in response to the blessings He sends our way and what we choose to do with them.

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 
the world, and all who live in it;
for he founded it on the seas 
and established it on the waters.   PSALM 24:1 – 2

    Typically when we talk about the word stewardship in the church, we immediately connect it to putting money in an offering plate — causing our minds to go quickly to our wallets and purses. We think about handing over money, and both the definition and connotation quickly become narrow and negative for many.  The idea of “handing over” rather than “holding onto “ our money is a struggle.
While giving money to the church, including the idea of tithing — giving 10 % — certainly is an aspect of stewardship, by no means does it capture the entire concept. To fully comprehend the biblical belief of stewardship, we have to think much bigger & broader.
KEY QUESTION: How much does God want of me?
    The bottom line is that God wants all you have. The answer to this key question is this: 100 percent. And by the way, for the Christian, this is nonnegotiable.
So we now want to know, “Why would God want all of me? Why does he want all I have?”
The simple and obvious answer is that everything is already his anyway. But the deeper and more personal answer is because this is the best opportunity for us, as well as for those around us. Gamblers want an inside tip on the horses; investors want an inside tip on the stocks; coaches want an inside tip on the opposition - Do YOU want an inside tip on LIFE - GIVE IT ALL TO GOD! No holding back.
    It is not enough to believe something as the right answer; you must believe it as a way of life.
The journey of belief begins in the head, but it must migrate twelve inches south to the heart to make a difference in our lives. Why? Because we live from the heart. We live consistent with the beliefs embraced in our hearts.
“As he thinks in his heart, so is he.” Prov.23:7
The writer did not say, “As he thinks in his mind,” but rather, “As he thinks in his heart.” There is a vast difference. Consider the context for this verse: 
Do not eat the bread of a miser,
Nor desire his delicacies;
For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.
“Eat and drink!” he says to you,
But his heart is not with you.
The morsel you have eaten, you will vomit up,
And waste your pleasant words. Prov.23:6 - 8
Suppose you spend the night at the house of a person you do not know well. Before he leaves in the morning for work, he tells you to help yourself to whatever is in the refrigerator. So you do. When he comes home, he gives you the cold shoulder. You ask him if there is anything wrong, but he answers, “No.” Later in the week, you hear through the gossip chain of friends that, in fact, he was angry with you because you raided his refrigerator. You respond to your friends, “This can’t be. He told me it was okay.” After your friends chuckle a bit, one quips, “It doesn’t matter what he says; everyone knows he’s a miser. He can’t help himself.”
Your host knows the proper thing is to offer up the contents of his fridge. However, when it comes right down to the truth, he really doesn’t embrace this notion, for in his heart, he is a miser. He lives consistently with the values and principles of a begrudging host. He just can’t help himself. Why? Because the belief resides in his heart.
Jesus reinforced this axiom when he said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
The miser’s greed hurt him, his relationship with his friend, and his reputation. Giving all we have to God not only offers freedom to our souls and blesses our lives, but blesses all those we encounter in our circles of influence as well.
The only passage of Scripture in which God invites us to test him is Malachi 3:10 – 12:
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty.”
This passage is full of personal language from God, offering powerful promises of blessing for those who obediently give to the Lord. He shows us what he is able to do in the life of a faithful steward.
Jesus taught frequently about this spiritual dynamic, including these words in his sermon on the plateau as recorded in Luke 6:38.
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
As we can see, God is serious about this matter, so let’s introduce our key idea.
KEY IDEA: I believe everything I am and everything I own belong to God.
If we agree that 100 percent of all we own comes from God, then a begrudging attitude toward him in sharing all he gives will smack of the miser. The apostle Paul writes: 
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  2 Cor. 9:6-8
There are two important points about this passage with regard to stewardship. 
First, Paul’s teaching parallels God’s challenge in Malachi. Sow sparingly, and you reap sparingly. Sow generously, and you reap generously. If you give generously, God can bless abundantly. 
Second, the decision of what we should give is made in the heart — the catalyst for our actions.
In his sermon recorded by Matthew, Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matt. 6:21) Interestingly, the converse of this Scripture is true as well: Where your heart is, there your treasure will be also.
Let’s expand now to the true definition and big picture of stewardship.
The biblical idea is that through a relationship with God, we move from the title of owner to the position of manager. A steward is simply a manager. We deed over to God ownership of all things in our lives — external and internal — and we then take on the management of all he gives. This means not only the physical — money, house, cars, resources — but also our gifts, talents, personality, and intellect. I am all his. You are all his. All we are and all we own belong to God. He now decides what we receive, what we do with what we have, and what we give.
One of the growing trends in business over the past twenty years is this scenario: A corporation takes notice of a smaller company that has a similar business and decides that this smaller company might benefit the larger firm. The corporation approaches the company owner and says, “We want to buy your business, take over your debt, offer you our resources, and hire you and your staff  to run it for us, but you’ll now belong to us.” For the small business owner, the thought of shifting the constant strain of dealing with finances to someone else and concentrating on the work at hand is attractive. This method of growth for large companies has become commonplace. Obviously, there are a multitude of challenges in making these ventures work, but many succeed quite well, and when they do, everyone wins.
This is exactly the concept of stewardship in a modern-day example. You “own” your own life, but your “business” is quite dysfunctional and deeply in debt. Christ comes to you and says, “I’m offering to buy you out. Redeem your life. Pay off all your debt that you could never repay. I will give you all of my resources, and you can then manage what I give you.” In this transaction, what do you “owe” him in return? As stewards, we give back our lives and resources for others’ good and his glory. Love him; love neighbor — with all we are and all we have.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
We move from owner to manager.
My central question now becomes, “What does God want me to do with all the resources he has put into my care?”  All MY resources - “Tim, you haven’t seen my portfolio lately, there’s nothing to manage!”  Really?  What about:

Stewardship/Management:
	Worship - do you manage a daily life style of worship to God for who HE is! 
	Prayer - do you live a lifestyle of a running conversation with God?  Is your first 		    response to any situation to “seek God First?”
EBOLA. ISIS. Fear. Anxiety
Pray First -Join Max for a live Online Prayer Gathering - 4PM our time
We are unaccustomed to such images: Health workers clad in head-to-toe protective gear. Emergency response teams loading and unloading patients into awaiting ambulances. A journalist kneeling in the desert wearing an orange jump suit and somber face. Standing over him, a man in a mask wielding a blade; then using it to do the unthinkable.
Ebola. ISIS. World plague? Barbarism?
    Are we living in a science fiction novel? Parents want to protect their kids. Hospitals want to help the sick. The world seems on edge. We feel helpless. Is there anything we can do? Absolutely!                                                                                                                                                                	It is time for us to pray. Here is my idea: PrayFirst- an Online Prayer Gathering,  livestreamed on Monday, October 20, from 6:00 to 6:30 pm CST. We will join our hearts and ask God to help us. Can you join us for prayer? Can you help get the word out? Ask your church to announce it. Use your social media outlets. Tell your friends. Share the link below and #prayfirst. We really need help. We really need to pray.                                	Prayer is a pathway to solidarity. Rather than point fingers or cast blame, let’s bend knees and seek help. None of us has all the solutions, but all of us can pray. All of us, all over the world, are in this together. Let’s stand together in prayer.                                              	Prayer leads to peace. According to the Apostle Paul, the first fruit of prayer is peace: “…let your requests be made known to God…and the peace of God will guard your hearts.” -Phil. 4:6-7                                                                                                                             	Let’s take a stand against panic. Nothing good comes from a raging sense of fear. The best decisions are made in an atmosphere of calm. Prayer helps create this atmosphere.                                                                                                                                     	Prayer impacts the heart of God.“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” -James 5:16 NKJV                                                                                        	Scripture is replete with this assurance:
“Always pray and never lose hope.” -Lk. 18:1 NCV
“When two of you get together on anything at all on earth and make a prayer out of it, my Father in heaven goes into action.” -Mt. 18:19 MSG
And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him. -1 Jn. 5:14 NLT
    Your prayers matter. Most likely, you won’t be researching ways to cure the virus or defeat the terrorists, but you can do this. You can lift your prayers to God. Let’s do. Let’s join our hearts and pray.  Join us on Monday: October 20, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. CST
www.Maxlucado.com/prayfirst   Wherever you are in the world, log on and pray.
Stewardship/Management:

	Emotions - Is bitterness boiling over in your life or are you abounding in love? 
			Are you bouncing in a sea of resentment or cruising in a spirit of Good will?
			Are you always angry or is contentment a constant companion?

	Rest - Have you RSVP lately?  Jesus has a standing invitation: “Come to me, ALL of 	you who are tired and beaten down and you will find REST for your souls!” Matt. 11:28
		He did NOT say Go to bed & rest - BUT, Come To ME!
		He did NOT say Go on vacation & rest - BUT, Come to ME!
 		He did NOT say Run away & rest - BUT, Come to ME!

	Resources:
		 talents & abilities & availabilities; 

		 finances  -
		     lessons of widows mite - Mark 12:41-44 - She gave it all!    
    		     		   widows meal - I Kings 17:10-16 - She gave it all!
		 		  a sack lunch - Luke 9:10-17 - he gave it all!
		         Principles: Little is much & much can be little - is GOD in it! Is this faith - 		        filled stewardship.  Are we managing as if the resources are Ours or HIS!
(Dr. John Broadus, on one memorable Sunday as the ushers were about the offering, left the platform & walked down to where the ushers were beginning to take the collection & went along with them, looked on as every dime, nickel & dollar went into the plate. You may well imagine that some of the people were upset, even angry. Some were confused, some shamefaced, others filled with amazement. All were evidently surprised. When the collection was over, Dr. Broadus said, “My people, if you take to heart that I have seen your offerings this day & know just what sacrifices you have made & what sacrifices you have not made, remember that the Son of God our Savior, goes about the aisles with every usher & sees with his sleepless eye every cent put into the collection by His people.” He then reminded them of this truth by reading them the story of the “widow’s mite.”)

		Influence: Influence according to Webster is “An emanation of spiritual and moral force.”  That doesn’t tell me a whole lot so I like the Cambridge Dictionary definition:  “It is the power to affect how someone develops, acts, or thinks.”  God expects us to be an influence.  

You say, “I’m not interested in being influential.”  You should be.  In fact, it’s quite selfish to say, “I don’t really care about the rest of the world. I don’t care about helping anybody else.  I’m just thinking about little ol’ me.”  In fact, Jesus commands that we use our influence for good in this world.  You weren’t put here in the world just to live for yourself.  You were put here to be an influence for good.  God wants you to do that.  Someday we’re going to give an account to God of how well we influenced others for good and for God.  

Notice Matthew 5:16.  Jesus is talking.  “Let your light shine, so that others will see the good that you do and will praise your Father in heaven.”  Jesus says I don’t want you to waste your influence.  You don’t buy a lamp and then hide it.   

Another verse in the same chapter He says, I want you to be like salt.  “You are like salt for the whole human race.”  Why does God want us to be the salt of the earth?  Because salt does three things: it seasons, it improves taste, and it preserves.  Those are the three things God wants us to do with our life in this culture.  God wants us to season the world – make the world tastier, not so bland.  He wants us to improve the world.  And He wants us to preserve it, keep it from going rotten.  He doesn’t want the world to spoil.  God says, I want you to use your influence for good.  In fact, in Jeremiah 15:19, He said, “You are to influence them; do not let them influence you.”  Talking about the world, sadly a lot of Christians have reversed this verse.  We are far more influenced by the world – how we think, dress, act, sleep, talk, tell jokes, etc. than we influence the world.  God says, “I don’t want you to be a thermometer, which just reflects the heat of the culture.  I want you to be a thermostat that controls the heat of the culture.  I want you to be the influencing force.”

 
 		Time: This is one resource we all have in common!  24 hours a day.  None of 			us can save today’s minutes for tomorrow’s hours!  Choose you this 				day!
Romans 12:1 provides an explicit answer to this question of what God wants us to do with what he has given us:
I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God — this is your true and proper worship.3
At first read, this verse may be a bit confusing. After all, isn’t a “living sacrifice” an oxymoron? A sacrifice is a living thing killed as a substitution for another. Once a sacrifice is made, how can it then keep on living?
Here’s how: The only way is for the sacrifice to actually live on the altar 24/7 — staying alive, yet always prepared to die. Ever-present in the state of offering, but continuing to live and serve as the sacrifice. So we place ourselves on God’s altar and live there in “view of God’s mercy.” Christ’s own sacrifice for us is the only way this is made possible. As we stated earlier, we stay off the throne of our lives, where God belongs, and we live on the altar, where we belong. And by our remaining a living sacrifice, we will be the proper stewards of all God gives. 
    If we truly believed that all we are and all we have belong to God, then in our lifetime we might make the same difference in our day as the early church made in theirs. With dividing lines erased and walls torn down by such sacrifice, we would be free to share and give — and see dramatic changes in our world and in the lives of those we serve.
The closing questions are these: “Have I deeded my life to God and then accepted stewardship of all he has given me? Am I 100 percent his?” 

"Stewardship is what a man does after he says, I believe."

Stewardship is not leaving a tip on Gods tablecloth; it is the confession of an unpayable debt at Gods Calvary.


French Fries!




