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SERIES: Believe, Week 8 – Compassion
DATE: November 8-9, 2014 
SERMON: Get off Your Donkey! 
SCRIPTURE: Luke 10:25-37; Psalm 82:1-4 
BIG IDEA: Compassion
SYNOPSIS: We believe God calls all Christians to show compassion to people in need.
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW? God calls all Christians to show compassion to people in need.
WHY DO THEY NEED TO KNOW IT? Because it is easy to think “that’s not my problem” or “I can’t do anything” or “help everyone.” Or “they don’t deserve it.” 
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO DO? Show compassion toward all people. 
WHY DO THEY NEED TO DO IT? Because Christ calls us to. To demonstrate God’s love. 
ELEMENTS: Erica Hicks - International day of prayer for persecuted church. Video: http://www.persecution.com/idop 


TRANSITION
 [Following persecuted Christians video and presentation]
Wow. I don’t even know how to follow that. It’s so disturbing and convicting at the same time. 
Let’s take a moment and pray.
[Pray]
WELCOME
Welcome to Week 8 of Believe. My name is Jeff and I’m the Lead Pastor here at Epiphany Station. 
If you’re just checking us out here for the first time – thank you for joining us! We’re in the midst of a 30-week journey through the top beliefs, practices, and virtues of Christianity as we seek to think, act, and be more like Jesus. If you would like to hear what you’ve missed so far, all of our messages are posted online at epiphanystation.com.
INTRODUCTION
This week’s key belief is compassion. Kind of like last week’s topic of humanity, it might at first seem a little confusing as to why this is a foundational belief. Compassion sounds more like it might belong in the practices (something we do – “acts of compassion”) or virtues (something we are – “compassionate”), rather than in the beliefs. But just like with last week’s topic, really what we’re talking about again is a root belief that produces the fruit of kindness and goodness in me. 
Again, we can’t just will this fruit into being. We don’t just become more compassionate by trying harder. It begins with understanding how God sees and treats humanity and then taking it a step further to what we believe then is our responsibility in light of this truth. 
WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 
There is an interaction that Jesus has with a religious leader in which Jesus makes it quite clear what our responsibility is. 
“One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: “Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?” The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”” (Luke 10:25–29, NLT) 
Long before Mister Rogers was asking us to be his neighbor, this guy was asking, “Who is my neighbor?” In contrast to Mister Rogers who invited us all into his neighborhood, this guy was asking, “Who do I have to let into my neighborhood?” 
“Yes, I know I need to love my neighbor, but who exactly does that include?” 
Now, remember, the man asking this question is a religious professional. He’s a lawyer for all things religious; a scholar; an expert in Jewish law. His question isn’t driven by a pure motivation to do the right thing. It is more an intellectual exercise for him. In fact, Luke tells us exactly what his motivation is: “The man wanted to justify his actions.”
I’m pretty sure the man wasn’t looking to justify why he loved on somebody, but rather why he didn’t. It’s simple. That person wasn’t my neighbor, so I didn’t have to. I had no obligation to show him kindness. He wasn’t my neighbor, so he didn’t deserve it. 
This religious lawyer is trying to trick Jesus and show him up because he would be one that would decide just such cases as these. In lawsuits or criminal cases, he would be one who would interpret the Jewish law with his expert authority and determine exactly who one’s neighbor is. So he might justify breaking one part of the law (stealing, murdering, etc.) based on the premise that the one stolen from or killed was not a “neighbor.” So the law-breaking action (stealing, murdering, etc.) did not truly break the law. And so the “law-breaker” was justified. 
In fact, the vast majority of Jews only viewed other Jews as their neighbors (cf. Lev. 19:18). And many others (Pharisees, Essenes) only viewed “esteemed” Jews (religious, wealthy, etc.) as their neighbors. So this religious scholar was probably looking to justify a recent ruling he had administered as a law-determining lawyer. 
But he forgot one critical truth: He’s not the judge. God is. 
“God presides over heaven’s court; he pronounces judgment on the heavenly beings: “How long will you hand down unjust decisions by favoring the wicked?
 “Give justice to the poor and the orphan; uphold the rights of the oppressed and the destitute. Rescue the poor and helpless; deliver them from the grasp of evil people.” (Psalm 82:1–4, NLT) 
This guy doesn’t get to decide who one’s neighbor is. God does. 
So as Jesus often does, he tells a story to illustrate this truth. 
 “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road. “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’ “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked. The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”” (Luke 10:30–37, NLT) 
Notice that Jesus didn’t call this story a “parable,” so it could actually be a true story. The journey from Jericho to Jerusalem was well known for its danger. It was very steep and treacherous because of the many places for robbers to hide. In fact it was so bad that the name of the road was “the way of blood.” So even if it wasn’t a true story, it certainly was a very believable one to those who were listening.
And it illustrates so well our Key Idea for today: I believe God calls all Christians to show compassion to people in need. 
This follows our natural development of beliefs:
1. I believe the God of the Bible is the One True God and that He created everything.
2. I believe that this God is involved in and cares about my daily life. 
3. I believe this God wants a relationship with me through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
4. I believe that because of this relationship with Jesus, I am significant as a child of God.
5. I believe that God not only loves me, but everyone, and wants a relationship with every person.
6. Therefore, as a follower of Christ and child of God, I believe God calls me to show His love to people in need. 
APPLICATION: What difference does this make in my daily life? 
In this story, Jesus clearly shows us what it looks like to have compassion. 
FOUR CHARACTERISTICS OF COMPASSION
1. Compassion is based on need, not worth
The story’s pretty basic and makes a pretty clear point. A priest – the most “holy” of all Jews – walks on by. Really, a priest might have some good excuses for not being “neighborly.” By “law” he could not defile himself by having contact with the dead. And though this man wasn’t dead, why risk it? Or… if he stopped, he might, too, be attacked. And what point would that prove? Or worst yet, he might get his robe dirty. The point is that this “most holy” of all Jews – a priest – did not think the man worthy of saving.
Next came a Levite – a temple assistant. He’s kind of like an altar boy. He’s the priest’s right-hand man. One may have thought that the priest was justified in not stopping, but it gets pretty hard to make a case for the temple assistant. He doesn’t really have an excuse, other than his own apathy. The point is that two “really good” Jews walk on by their fellow Jew – who would be considered a “neighbor” by any good religious expert – because for whatever reason they thought the man unworthy of compassion. 
Have you ever passed by someone in need because you deemed him/her “not worthy?”
· He’s not worthy of my compassion because he spent all of his money on liquor. He deserves to be hungry.
· She’s not worthy because she got knocked up when she was 16. She deserves to be over-worked and under-paid.
· He’s not worthy because he gambled all of his money away. He deserves to be homeless. 
Compassion is based on need, not worth.
2. Compassion is emotional, not logical
“Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him.” (Luke 10:33, NLT) 
Samaritans were hated by Jews. They were considered to be “half-breeds” descended from Jews who intermarried with Babylonians during the Babylonian invasion. Jews would do anything to avoid coming into contact with Samaritans, often walking miles out of the way to avoid passing through their land. And Samaritans would typically do the same. Based on this, we might expect the Samaritan to go over there and finish him off, not help him out. 
Yet, the Samaritan felt compassion. The word in the Greek is a vivid one. It means to “stir in the bowels.” You know kind of like when you eat Taco John’s. No, actually it’s like how we might say, “he had a gut feeling.” There is no logical reason why the Samaritan would help the man out. He just had a gut feeling that he should.
When I used to live in the city, I would encounter a beggar almost every day. I never knew what to do. Do you help them? Or by helping them do you just enable them? I would debate this with myself and others for years. What is the logical answer to this dilemma? 
I finally found peace with this problem when I realized there wasn’t a logical solution. There was no “across-the-board” black-and-white answer. I learned to follow my gut. Sometimes I had a gut feeling I should help and other times I had a gut feeling I shouldn’t. It was the same in Haiti. You simply couldn’t respond to every plea for help. You had to learn to trust your gut. For the Christian, this gut feeling is God’s Holy Spirit inside us. 
The word “compassion” means literally to “suffer with.” God is not calling you to fix peoples’ problems, but to come along side and enter into their suffering with them. Compassion is more than just throwing time or money at a problem. For me, that’s freeing because it means that I don’t have to have all the answers. I don’t have to provide the solution. I don’t have to feel guilty because I can’t help everyone, everywhere. 
I can “suffer with”
· Persecuted Christians
· Ebola victims
· The sick, abused, hungry, and poor
I can “feel” compassion even if I can’t solve the problem. 
3. Compassion does something
“Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him.” (Luke 10:34, NLT) 
The Samaritan saw a need and he had a gut feeling that he should do something about it. That’s the big difference between sympathy and compassion. Compassion moves you to do something.
He doesn’t pass by on the other side. He moved toward the injured man. You must move toward people to express compassion, in order to build relationships. It is not something that just mystically happens, it takes concentrated effort. It often is not convenient. But I don’t want you to forget that the Samaritan is moving toward someone who if he was conscious might attack him; someone who no doubt would not do the same for him if the situation was reversed.
The Samaritan did six things: he went over to him, soothed his wounds, bandaged his wounds, put him on his donkey, took him to an inn, and took care of him.
In every one of his acts he demonstrated compassion as he responded in a practical, timely and unselfish way. He put him on his own donkey which meant that the Samaritan walked. It is important to recognize that he took the time to take care of him. And it probably wasn’t real convenient. We may not be able to help everywhere, or help everyone, but we can help someone, somewhere.
Get off your “donkey” and do something! 
4. Compassion costs something
“The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’” (Luke 10:35, NLT) 
Most of us would rather just give our time. Or we don’t have time, so we give our money. And that makes us feel good. We did something. But this man gave his time and money. 
This is really embarrassing, but when we lived in the city (before I learned to follow my gut), I was at a ministry conference in Minneapolis. This was back when I was young, arrogant, and stupid (now I’m just arrogant and stupid). I mean, honestly, I had been a pastor for like a week. So we’re walking to lunch and I’m with all these pastors from out of town and I’m the “local.” So they’re all following me. On the way to lunch we pass some beggars and we all just ignore them like they’re not even there. And on the way back, they’re still there. And I’m the young, arrogant, local, so I’m like “let me show these other pastors how righteous I am.” So I give one of the guys a dollar. Only I don’t put it in his cup, I put it in his shirt pocket. And he pushes my arm out of the way and starts yelling at me: “What are you doing?! Don’t touch me!”
“I’m helping you,” I replied.
“Helping?! You’re not helping me, you $%*#^!”
And all of these pastors had stopped and are just staring. And I felt like the biggest self-righteous jerk in the world. Because he was right. I wasn’t helping. I didn’t care. I didn’t feel compassion for him. I just wanted to be noticed.
Compassion cost the Samaritan something:
· He didn’t broadcast it.
· He didn’t expect or get anything in return.
· He didn’t get a tax deduction.
CONCLUSION
Jesus follows up his story by telling the religious expert to “Go and do the same.” That really is the most important line in the entire passage. The story of “the Good Samaritan” is not just a nice little story. It’s a call to action. Jesus is saying to the religious expert, “Knowing what is right is not enough. You must do it.” You can’t just know it in your head, believe it in your heart, or say it with your mouth. You have to prove it with your hands and feet. You have to live it. 
Compassion says, “I’m going to serve you because that’s what Christ calls me to do. I’m going to love you even if you don’t deserve it because Jesus loves me even though I don’t deserve it.” 
Everybody wants to be loved. You can’t do anything to make people love you, but you can do something to love other people. That is within your control. 
So get off your “donkey” and do something!  
