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What was your week like? I hope you had a great week. I know that some of you have some very positive things happen this week. But I also know that a number of you have had a tough week. Since last Sunday members of Peace and people that I know have told me about things in their lives. Some people are dealing with allergies, cold or flu like symptoms. Others have had surgery and can’t drive. Some people hate their jobs and can’t wait to find something different. Another is working three part time jobs and can’t make ends meet. College grads are looking for jobs and hoping that people will stop harassing them. Grandparents are concerned about a grandchild being born early. Childless couples are hoping for a baby. Family members are either in treatment centers or needing a place for rehabilitation. Several people continue to get treatment for cancer. I saw a student at Concordia in tears after I preached for chapel this week. (I hope my sermon didn’t drive her to tears.) Some churches in our area are facing some major concerns.

What do we do when we are facing tough times like this? We need to remember that God is compassionate. The Psalmist tells us, “But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.” (Psalm 86:15) The prophet Nehemiah tells us that because God is compassionate, He did not destroy all the people of Israel for their sins. (Nehemiah 9:17). Jesus ministry was one of compassion. Matthew 9:36 describes Jesus’ ministry this way. “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” The Gospels tells us that Jesus had compassion on the sick and healed them, the hungry and feed them, the blind and restored their sight.

Because God shows compassion to us, he wants us to show compassion to others. Our Key Thought for today is “I believe God calls all Christians to show compassion to people in need.” The Apostle Paul tells us to “clothes ourselves with compassion.” (Colossians 3:12). Today’s reading from 1 John (4:7) tells us to “love one another.” It’s not enough to just wish someone well. (James 2:15-16) Christ like compassion requires action. Jesus told a story about a man who was beaten, robbed and left to die on the side of the road. Two religious leaders saw him and passed by without helping him. They didn’t have any compassion. A foreigner saw the man, stopped to help him and took him to an inn where he could recover and heal. The foreigner had compassion. Compassion shows in action.

So what should we do? Our key verse this week tells us, “Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” (Psalm 82:3-4) I think the first thing we need to do is to take our blinders off. It is so easy to go through life without seeing the needs around us. We get so caught up in our own lives, our own needs and concerns that we don’t even see the people in need around us. The reality is there are a people around us who could use our help.


After we see the need, we can do something about it. We can listen to the person who is lonely or hurting. We can take a meal to the person who is recovering. We can share resources with people who may not be aware of them. We can encourage the person who is discouraged. We can pray with the person and not just say I’ll pray for you and forget to do it. When you see something that needs to be done and you can do it,  just do it.

What difference does being a person of compassion make?
· We will change the priorities of how we use our time. Our lives are better and the lives of people around us are better when we help them.
· We will be set free to give to those in need, knowing that we can trust God for our needs.
· People who feel forgotten by society will be cared for and restored. When we act in Jesus’ name, they will know that God cares for them through us.
· We can reach our neighbors and make a difference for the good where we live.
· God’s Spirit will be alive in us.

The way we treat others has eternal consequences. Our Gospel reading today is the story Jesus told about the final judgment. The king in the story, who represents Christ, welcomes people into his kingdom and says, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me … Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:35,36,40) Those who refused to help people in need are sent packing. The faith of a Christian shows in acts of compassion. Being compassionate doesn’t make us right with God. Being compassionate shows that we have been put right with God and that he gives us the right priorities for life. 

. Randy Frazee tells this true story in the book “Think, Act, Be Like Jesus.” 

“In 1952, evangelist Everett Swanson went to South Korea to preach the gospel to troops in the Republic of Korea’s army. During his visit, he was deeply moved by the number of children orphaned by the war. He discussed this issue with a missionary, who challenged Rev. Swanson, “You have seen the tremendous needs and unparalleled opportunities of this land. What do you intend to do about it?” In effect, this missionary was saying, “Are you going to just feel sympathy for these children, or are you going to express compassion?”

Swanson returned to the United States and, along with his wife, Miriam, and with the help of Dr. Gus and Helen Hemwall, a ministry was launched on behalf of these orphans. At his revival
meetings, Rev. Swanson began to share about the needs of the Korean children. Christians began to donate funds to help meet daily living needs. By 1954, the sponsorship program still offered today was born, whereby people could give a monthly gift to help provide food, shelter, medical care, and Bible instruction for a specific child. In 1963, Swanson was becoming uneasy about his “name being the focus of this growing ministry. He was inspired by Jesus’ words in Matthew 15:32: “I have compassion for these people ... I do not want to send them away hungry.” So the ministry name was changed and is now known worldwide as Compassion International. What began as a missionary’s challenge to an evangelist who saw a need is today a vital ministry that serves more than one million children in more than twenty-five nations.”

The next time you see a need, do something about it. You never know what God can and will do through you. That brings us to next week’s topic, being good Stewards of all the things God gives to us because it all come from God and belongs to Him. 
