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Note from Mike: I'm using the story of our church with our hispanic ministry over the last 30 years. We love our neighbors by tutoring children, a hispanic worship service, college prep, esl for parents, and a new immigration center with federally trained staff to help our neighbors through the maze of legal immigration. All that led me to the White House with other evangelical leaders (Leith Anderson, Russell Moore, Joel Hunter, Jim Wallis, etc) to talk in the Oval Office with the president. This was a new experience for me and was helped by the Evangelical Immigration Table.  Here is part of my story on immigration and the hispanic community we serve. This is not a political, or policy issue for us, but it's about people that God loves. 
http://mikemcclenahan.blogspot.com/2013/11/my-unexpected-meeting-with-president-of.html

[Show the Save the Children video: Refugee from view point of 11 year old girl.]
http://bcove.me/y0kdxcrv
How do we respond to this and other places of need in the world and in our neighborhoods.
1. Pity. We feel sorry for people who are in need.  
2. Guilt. We feel bad that we are not in need. 
3. Anger. We get mad at governments for not taking care of their people, or for the people in need that they don’t take care of themselves. 
4. Superficial Action. We write a check. We turn the channel. 

We avoid disruptions and pain for our own blessings, peace, abundance and health. 

What is a Christian response to people in need? Our belief statement this week is
Key Idea: I believe God calls all Christians to show compassion to people in need. 

We show compassion 
1. With the heart of God. Defend… 

Our key verse this week Psalm 82:1–3 God presides in the great assembly; he renders judgment among the “gods”: 2 “How long will you defend the unjust and show partiality to the wicked? Key Verse: 3 Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed. 

God is described as the king. The good king stands up for the weak, the poor because they have no one to present their requests on their behalf. They are powerless, weak, poor, oppressed. And he asks his people, who are part of his kingdom to defend them. 

The word literally means act on behalf of God. How do we do that?

Christian compassion comes from the heart of God. If we believe God created us in his image, that as we are in relationship with him we become more and more like Christ, then our compassion is a heartfelt response to someone in need. 

We begin with experiencing God’s compassion. We realize we are in need of his salvation, his grace. We have our own needs. God meets those needs: a broken heart, disappointment, sin that needs forgiveness, loneliness that needs friendship, lost-ness that needs direction. 

Paul calls God the father of compassion.  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 2 Corinthians 1:3–11

We experience God’s compassion in our lives, then we listen for God’s heart. And be open about where God is calling you or us to show compassion. We need to listen to God’s heart to break through the pity, guilt, anger or superficial action.

How are Christians responding with God’s heart in the midst of crisis and conflict in the world? Watch this:

[Mark’s video] 5 min

Our discernment is important, because we are often surprised where God calls us.We always take time to develop our long-term partnerships around the world, listening to statistics, hearing stories, asking questions, and discerning if our gifts and resources as a church meet the needs of the people God is calling us to serve. 

Afar: As a result, we have spent 15 years in the Afar desert of Ethiopia. The 15th team returned last month amazed by the outpouring of affection from Afar Muslim leaders, government leaders. They told how much they loved our team visiting year after year and how much they appreciate our partner the Mekane Yesus Church, who is helping them improve education, healthy, water and farming.  

The same is true for us as individuals, and families. We have to know God’s heart and listen for God’s heart so that we can respond out of a sense of calling, not guilt or pity. Then we can show compassion, which literally means “to suffer with.”

But who are we called to defend? To act with compassion on God’s behalf?

2. To the vulnerable 
 
The words weak, poor, needy and oppressed are all translated elsewhere as poor. They are the weaker, thin, low; they are humble and afflicted; they are hungry and wanting. The fatherless are orphans. 

These adjectives describe what scripture describes for us in the old and new testaments as the vulnerable. 

The Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. Psalm 146:9

To watch over is to guard, to keep, to care for. The vulnerable have no one to speak up for them to the king. God watches over and defends them, so God’s people are to hear their voice as well and respond with compassion. 

So where do we see the vulnerable?

Jesus tells the story of the good Samaritan to the teacher of the law in response to his question what is the greatest commandment: “Love God, and your neighbor as yourself.” 

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. Luke 10:29,33

If our resistance to help the vulnerable is an attempt to justify ourselves, we are not expressing the heart of God. 

We see two important things about this story. 
1. Religious people didn’t stop. The Samaritan did. The surprise of the story is the Samaritan, the least likely person to be an example to Jews, Jesus uses him to say, the Samaritan knows who his neighbor is. 

This is what James says about how we live out our faith: Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like… Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. James 1:23–24,27 

2. And the story illustrates the truth that we are to love our neighbor, but we don’t get to choose who that neighbor is. 

About 30 years ago, our church began to intentionally love our Hispanic neighbors. 1985 Raphael Martinez came to our church and asked if anyone wanted to help minister to migrant workers living in what is now the 56. 1990 that group began the first Hispanic Worship. 1995 Casa de Amistad, now 200 children. 2005 we helped establish Reality Changers which helps first generation Hispanic students get to college. 2007 we had our first conversation about immigration and how it was impacting this community that we welcome into worship and service together as a church. 

In 2012 a few of our members started asking questions again about immigration. People with a more politically conservative point of view wanted to know how immigration laws and the lack of immigration reform was impacting our brothers and sisters in Christ and the children we tutored in Casa. 

A focus group was formed with 12 people – half Spanish speaking and half English speaking. For a year they read Welcoming the Stranger, interviewed an immigration economist from UCSD, an immigration sociologist from PLNU, and told each other their stories of immigration. 

About two years ago, they came to me and asked me if I would bring this to the attention of our congregation. I said, no, I don’t want to be political. I’ve learned what you don’t want me to be is partisan. You don’t want me to tell you how to vote. But you do want me to be political in the purist sense, to have an influence on the public square from a biblical and moral point of view. 

They introduced me to the Evangelical Immigration Table and I saw Rich Mouw, my professor and president of Fuller Seminary had signed on to the table. We invited him here to preach June 2, 2013. He preached on the vulnerable. Remember? 

And that morning Pedro told his story of how our immigration center, the NCICC helped him get his temporary status as a dreamer, so he could get his MFT, on his way to his MDiv and becoming an army chaplain. I was nervous, standing in the back of Debin Hall. But when he finished his story, you all erupted in applause. I realized we have different political opinions about immigration: how our politicians decide to secure our borders, or keep families together or update our work visa program or design an earned pathway to citizenship.  But our hearts are with Pedro and the hundreds of children, many of them are citizens living in fear of their parents deportation. We want to see them succeed. 

I began to see that because of the family like relationships within the church and the relationships with our neighbors, that those children in our church who are living in fear and in the shadows are not just their children, but they are our children, and if they are our children, what would we do differently?

The yes led to another yes, and by September I wrote my first op-ed. That op-ed got the attention of Julie Rodriguez in the White House and I visited with the president in the Oval Office November 13, 2014. I shared with the President our commitment to relationships and scripture, welcoming the stranger. But also told him about Ruth, which I had the chance to preach on last fall. 

Remember Ruth? She shows up this week in our reading on Compassion. Ruth falls into all four categories of the vulnerable from Psalm 146. S

There is a famine, and Ruth and her mother in law Naomi are destitute. What Ruth has chosen for herself is to attach herself to a widow who has nothing. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 

Naomi introduces Ruth to Boaz, and Boaz takes her on as a servant in his field, feeds her at his table, protects her from the other workers. This is what was expected in the law, how they would treat the poor and the foreigner. 

At this, Ruth bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 11 Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. 12 May the Lord repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.” Ruth 2:10–13

So Boaz commits to buying the land himself, at great cost to himself he buys back or takes back, he redeems the land, and thereby redeems Naomi and Ruth. He shows compassion to the vulnerable with tangible acts and gives. 

3. With tangible acts. uphold… rescue… deliver

Boaz literally gives Ruth her life back. No longer known by the labels of the vulnerable widow, poor, woman or foreigner, but she is a woman of great faith, courage, commitment, kindness to her mother in law and ends up grandmother of David in the lineage of Jesus. 

In our key verse, the verbs for tangible acts are uphold, rescue and deliver. 
Uphold is like defend, it means to bring justice, making the wrong right. It means to save. Like the word rescue and deliver. God wants to bring his salvation to the whole world, and his heart is for those in need who don’t have power or a voice. 

We express our faith, not just in our words, but in our actions of kindness. Not just random acts of kindness, but kindness that gives people their god-given dignity, that gives their lives back in Jesus’ name. 

And I told the president, that’s why I’m compelled to be here. We are seeing children, students, adults in the hispanic community get their lives back through our acts of kindness. 

So, that visit to the president has given me the chance to tell the 30 year old story of our church as we have loved our neighbors. 

Two weeks ago, I took a team from our church to be a part of Immigration 2020 in Washington DC. I served on the host committee of this national strategy session to dream of the success of America because new Americans had the skills, opportunities and status to reach their full potential. 

Why I’m most interested, is that faith leaders are invited to this table along with economists, business and civic leaders. We have the opportunity to tell the story of loving our neighbors, showing compassion to the least of these, to watch over the foreigner, the widow, orphan and poor. 

On that team was Pedro. First flight since he came to Solana Beach from Mexico City 21 years ago when he was 9 years old. We walked through the Capitol together, up the steps of the Lincoln memorial, through the White House tour, and he got to tell his story in person to Julie Rodriguez, who was moved by Pedro’s story and invited me to the White House. 

Pedro is getting his life back, and giving his life away to others. 

Congress and the President will work out the details of immigration reform. We may have different opinions about how we secure the border, keep families together and create some earned pathway to legal status. But, in the meantime, we are committed to showing compassion, acts of kindness that give people their lives back, that demonstrate the love of God to our neighbors. 

We believe God calls all Christians to show compassion to people in need.  How has God given you his heart to care for someone where you work, live or play?






