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SERIES: Believe, Week 7 – Humanity
DATE: November 1/2, 2014 
SERMON: We’re only Human 
SCRIPTURE: John 3:16 
BIG IDEA: We believe that all people are loved by God and need Jesus as their Savior.
SYNOPSIS: God loves the world and every single person in it. Every single person who has ever lived, died, or will live in the future is loved by God… so much that he gave his one and only Son – not to condemn people, but to save them from the consequences of their humanity.
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW? God loves all people. 
WHY DO THEY NEED TO KNOW IT? Because God loves all people, I should love all people.  
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO DO? Value all human life from the womb to the tomb.
WHY DO THEY NEED TO DO IT? To see and treat people the way God sees and treats people. 
ELEMENTS: Communion



WELCOME
Welcome to Week 7 of Believe. My name is Jeff and I’m the Lead Pastor here at Epiphany Station. If you’re just checking us out here for the first time – thank you for joining us! We’re in the midst of a 30-week journey through the top beliefs, practices, and virtues of Christianity as we seek to think, act, and be more like Jesus. If you would like to hear what you’ve missed so far, all of our messages are posted online at epiphanystation.com.
INTRODUCTION
I don’t know about you, but I am constantly reminded of my humanness. 
Two weeks ago we were on vacation. We went down to the Cities for a few days but it was mostly a “stay-cation” trying to get things done around the house. When I’m on vacation, I typically don’t like going to church. I love you guys and I love this church, but it’s hard to come here and not slip into work mode. The “problem” is that my kids love this church and they are thoroughly bummed if we don’t come (big problem, I know). So they’re begging to go to church, but I don’t want to go because I’m on vacation. 
Now we just got this new 55 inch TV and surround sound so I tell them, let’s just stay home and we can watch the live-stream on the big screen and all snuggle on the couch in our pajamas. They liked that idea and the more I thought about, the more I was really falling in love with it. I had pictures of us all singing the songs together as a family and listening to Matty’s message with perfectly behaved children snuggling on my lap. 
Now, I’m not so great with technology. In fact, few things have the ability to frustrate me so greatly. So Saturday night I tested everything out, making sure it would work. Much to my surprise it was remarkably simple and everything worked smoothly. Perfect picture still intact. 
Sunday morning I went to Hugo’s and got donuts as a special treat to surprise the kids since we would be missing all of the awesome treats here. I made some great coffee and the family all sat down on the couch to begin worship… to begin worship… to begin worship! (frustrated tone)
“Media player not compatible with this device.”
Okay. That’s not a problem. I’ve got a Plan B. I will play it on my phone and send it to the TV… and send it to the TV… and send it to the TV! (more frustrated tone)
At this point it’s like 9:40 so we’ve missed the first ten minutes. It’s a minor setback, but I’ve got a Plan C. I will use the Kindle and send that to the TV. Like this… Like this… Like this! (even more frustrated tone)
At this point we’ve missed the first twenty minutes. The girls are running around like animals. The boys are wrestling like… boys. Heidi’s asking, “Have you tried this?” YES. “What about this?” YES. “Do you want me to help?” NO! 
All of the frustration of my shattered perfect picture culminated in one shining moment of me swearing in anger, throwing down the remote and storming out of the room – all right in front of my beautiful children as Pastor Daddy is trying to gather us for worship on a “nice relaxing vacation.” 
Perfect picture shattered. 
Every so often, God uses things like this in my life to remind me that despite all of my hard work, arduous growth, and perfect pastor persona, I am still only human. 
It was a humbling and humiliating reminder. 
GOD LOVES THE WORLD
I’ll admit, when I initially looked through the different chapters in Believe I was probably the least excited about this one. Humanity? That sounds like a mandatory college credit. Boring. But as I started digging into it, I was quickly reminded of my own frail humanity and I realized that this could actually be one of the more important weeks in the series. Because we’re ALL only human. 
Now, if I’m only human and you’re only human that means the person sitting next to you is only human. And the person next to him or her. That means that your annoying brown-nosing co-worker is also only human. And your meddling mother-in-law. And the jerk who cut you off in traffic; the neighbor who gripes about every little thing; the politician that you are going to vote for or against on Tuesday; the cold-hearted terrorist. We all have one thing in common. We’re all only human. 
But we also have one more even more important thing in common: God loves every single one of us; every single one of them. 
This is Jesus explaining his purpose to a fellow human: “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16, NLT) 
Even many non-Christians have become so inoculated with this verse that we all forget why it’s the most-quoted sentence in the history of literature – because it sums up how God sees all of humanity.
“For God loved the world so much…” 
Jesus is talking to Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader, a Pharisee. Pharisees were notorious for thinking that they were better than everyone else – that God loved them more because they were more righteous. They said and did all of the right things… on the outside. They looked down their noses at everyone else who was not like them: people of other religions and cultures, but even most people of their own religion and culture didn’t measure up to their standards – women, children, the poor, the sick, disabled, or anyone who didn’t believe what they believed and did what they did. 
But Jesus debunks the myth that God somehow loves some more than others. 
“For God loved the world so much…” 
Not just the pretty ones. Not just the educated, wealthy, or successful people. Not just the charismatic personalities, well-behaved children, and religious elite. But everyone. 
God loves the bartender as much as the barista. He loves the Middle Eastern as much as the Mid-Western. He loves the prostitute as much as he does the preacher.
“The world” means the world. 
God loves the world and every single person in it. Every single person who has ever lived, died, or will live in the future is loved by God… so much that he gave his one and only Son – not to condemn people, but to save them from the consequences of their humanity.
EVERY FRUIT HAS ITS ROOT
In these first ten weeks of Believe we are building the foundation – our beliefs about God that will drive our actions which will, in turn, produce good character in us. This good character (virtues) the Bible refers to as fruit. And in the intro to Believe I said that “Every fruit has its root.” The beliefs that we are talking about now are the roots that will produce fruit in due season. There can’t be any fruit without strong roots. 
So as we connect belief with the practices that we will be exploring beginning in January and the virtues that we will be discovering together beginning on Easter… as we connect the dots on these three aspects of being a Christ-follower – we have to realize that one of the reasons we’re NOT more gentle, kind and compassionate… One of the reasons we’re NOT more generous with our time, talents, and treasures…  One of the primary reasons we don’t tell people about Jesus is because we don’t believe what God believes about humanity. We DON’T see people and treat them the way GOD sees and treats them.  
So, this belief about humanity might sound like a boring abstract class in the humanities, but this belief has HUGE implications and applications for almost every area of our lives, because we live in the world that is full of people that we ignore, observe, and interact with on a daily basis. If you want to become more loving, kind, and compassionate. If you want to be more generous, selfless, and bold in sharing Jesus with others, it begins HERE. 
You CANNOT simply create virtue by willing it or trying hard. It roots itself right here in this fundamental belief that God loves everyone. 
KEY IDEA: I believe that all people are loved by God and need Jesus Christ as their Savior.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does it make in my life? 
1. We see people how God sees them
All people are created in the image of God and, therefore, are precious to Him. 
“About that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?” Jesus called a little child to him and put the child among them. Then he said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven. So anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. “And anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf is welcoming me.” (Matthew 18:1–5, NLT) 
We live in a society that highly values children, really above everyone else. But it wasn’t like that at all in Jesus’ day. Children were definitely to be seen (if even that) and not heard. They were seen to be a nuisance. They couldn’t contribute anything to society so they weren’t valued until they grew older and had something to offer. 
So Jesus takes one of the least valued members of society and places him on his lap and says this is what you should aim for. And then he continues by saying,
““Beware that you don’t look down on any of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels are always in the presence of my heavenly Father. “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them wanders away, what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others on the hills and go out to search for the one that is lost? And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he will rejoice over it more than over the ninety-nine that didn’t wander away! In the same way, it is not my heavenly Father’s will that even one of these little ones should perish.” (Matthew 18:10–14, NLT) 
Everyone matters to God. 
Furthermore, every stage of life – “from the womb to the tomb” – matters to God. The senior suffering from Alzheimer’s in the nursing home has no less value than the CEO in Silicon Valley who has no more value than the fetus in the womb.  
No more placing value on people based on their physical appearance, net worth, or productivity. God doesn’t love anybody else any more or less than he loves you. 
Everyone, everywhere, at every life stage matters to God, and therefore, should matter to me. 
2. We treat people how God treats them 
“The LORD is compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. He will not constantly accuse us, nor remain angry forever. He does not punish us for all our sins; he does not deal harshly with us, as we deserve.” (Psalm 103:8–10, NLT) 
“The LORD is like a father to his children, tender and compassionate to those who fear him. (Psalm 103:13, NLT)
If not for anything else, I want to be that kind of father to my children. Not the yelling, swearing, remote-throwing kind. 
Here’s why God does not treat us as we deserve: For he knows how weak we are; he remembers we are only dust.” (Psalm 103:14, NLT) 
In other words, because He understands that we’re only human. 
And you know what? That jerk who honks his horn and flips you off because you don’t move the second the light turns green is human too. So instead of flipping him back, this belief could generate a different kind of response. 
I wonder what’s going on in that person’s life that is causing them to become so easily upset. They must be having a bad day. I’ve had bad days. I know God loves that person. So  I’m NOT going to give them back what they just gave to me, because that just wouldn’t be the way God wants me to treat somebody who’s obviously having a bad day, maybe a bad life. 
What would happen in this church if we actually treated people the way God treats them? What would happen in our community? Can you imagine the difference we could make just by aligning ourselves with this one simple belief? 
3. We need to tell all people about Jesus
Remember your ancestors Adam and Eve? Their story is the story of humanity. “Adam” literally means “humankind.” His story is our story. And his story is one of trusting self over trusting God and the result is brokenness. Broken relationships between God and people; between people and people. Inward brokenness and outward brokenness. 
The story of humanity is brokenness. That’s our story. If everyone is broken and God loves them all so much that he provided a remedy for our brokenness, it makes sense that I would want everyone to know about this tremendous opportunity available to them. 
That’s the reason Jesus lived and died; the culmination of God’s love for humanity: “so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16b, NLT).
Jesus didn’t come to condemn the world by pointing an accusing finger at our brokenness, but to fix a broken world that cannot fix itself.  
That’s why our church is so passionate about seeing people come into relationship with Jesus. That’s why we’re praying for salvation for 150 different people by name every Tuesday morning. Telling someone about Jesus is the most-loving thing you can do to show people that you value them as God does. 
“For God loved the world so much…” 
God’s love changes the story of humanity… beginning with you.  His love teaches you to see yourself as God sees you. And then you can start seeing others the way God sees them and treating them the way God treats them. 

NEXT STEP
I don’t know about you, but this is the hardest thing for me to believe so far. I think for most of us it’s probably easier to believe in God than it is to believe in people. I can’t say that I truly believe these things. I know it’s true. I know I should. The only thing that’s stopping me from doing so is me. 
How about you? What do you believe about humanity? How are you going to have eyes to see them the way God sees them? 
We all have people in our circles that we struggle to value, love, and even like. We don’t see them as Jesus sees them. We don’t treat them as Jesus treats them. Right here, right now, I want you to think of someone you have looked down upon; a person you have criticized or mocked publicly or privately in your heart. I’m not talking about a group of people like Democrats or Republicans. I want you to make this very real and personal. Maybe it’s a co-worker, a family member, or neighbor. 
Who do you look at with disapproval or disdain because they are too rich or too poor? Too thin or too fat? Too pretty or too ugly?  Too smart or too dumb? Because they don’t mow their lawn as often as you’d like or park their car perfectly between the yellow lines? Because they wear a brown belt with black shoes, socks with sandals, or polka dots with plaids? 
Whoever it is and however you view them, you need to realize that God sees them differently, and therefore, you need to, too. 
Now here’s what I want you to do:
1. Ask God to give you His eyes and heart for this person.
2. Ask God to give you the humility to treat this person as He treats him or her.
3. Make one kind gesture or act towards this person that shows them their worth. 
This belief really drives many of the practices and virtues we are going to talk about later. If we can change our belief about humanity, we can change the world! 
COMMUNION
The communion table is the great equalizer. Everyone who chooses so can have a place at this table. All you have to do is admit your need – confess your own brokenness and receive forgiveness and healing through Jesus Christ. 
But God wants you to take a step further today. 
“So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember that someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.” (Matthew 5:23–24, NLT) 
Today as you come to this table, God is calling you to not just confess your own brokenness and receive His forgiveness, but to realize the brokenness of others – to see them the way God sees them – and forgive them – treat them the way God treats them. 
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