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Before we jump into our topic for today, let’s begin by taking a look at where we have been in our BELIEVE series. We’ve asked Who is the one true God and Does He care about me? We’ve looked at how we come into a relationship with God and how to know His will for my life. We’ve taken a closer look at who we are individually and collectively as followers of Christ. Today we are looking at Humanity an ask, “How does God see people?” At first glance, this may not seem like a very important question, but it is. The way God sees people and the way we see them affects the way we interact with them. 

Although we live in the United States of America, we are a very divided nation. The Democrats and Republicans are waging an all-out war for political power. Millions of dollars are being spent on the upcoming mid-term elections. Politics aren’t the only things Republicans and Democrats disagree on. They are divided by brand allegiance. Both parties agree that Coke is their favorite beverage and Vise their credit card of choice. But they disagree on other products. Here are a few examples:
Coffee: Democrats prefer Starbucks. Republicans Dunkin’ Donuts.
TV Channel: Animal Planet for Democrats. History Channel for Republicans
Gamins systems: Wii for Democrats. Xbox for Republicans
Fast food: Wendy’s for Democrats. Subway for Republicans 

We are divided in many ways. But God wants us to be united in His family. God loves all people and sent Jesus Christ as their Savior. Our key verse for today is one you probably already know. Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

The Bible tells us a lot about the History of the Human Race. While there are a lot of people today who believe that we are the product of evolution, the Bible tells us God created people. What a difference that makes in how we look at people. God created the first people in His Image, with a perfect knowledge of God and a perfect relationship with God. That means that we are not an accident, the product of chance. God created people as the crown of all of creation and gave us a soul. God set people apart from the rest of creation placed us in charge of his creation to take care of it, to be good stewards of it. 

That perfect relationship with God was lost when Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s command and ate the forbidden fruit. Instead of trusting God, they decided they wanted to be like God. It didn’t work. As a result, Adam and Eve brought sin and death into the world. Just like Adam and Eve, you and I are sinners. We disobey God’s commands. We want to be in charge of our own lives. It didn’t work for Adam and Eve. And it doesn’t work for us. When we are honest with ourselves, we have to admit that we are sinful people; that we don’t naturally do good. We also have to admit that we are lost in our sin. 

God went searching for Adam and Eve after they disobeyed Him and found them hiding from him. God searches for us, too.  Jesus said, “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10) Why? Because God loves all people. That is why Jesus came into the world. He was on a rescue mission. The Apostle Paul tells us, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) 

God’s love and grace sets the Christian faith apart from all other religions. God gives us what we need but can’t get on our own. Eternal life is God’s gift in His Son Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6) A lot of people find this offensive. It shouldn’t be offensive if we listen to Jesus tell us why He came into our world. “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” (John 3:17) 

I think the offense happens because people have to admit that they are sinners and need help, that we can’t save ourselves. Many people think of themselves as better than most. People think that God grades on a curve and the good people get into heaven. But God doesn’t grade on a curve. He grades on the cross, the cross of Christ. 

So what difference does this make? If we looked at people the same way God looks at them, we would see that everyone is valuable to God. God doesn’t judge people by human standards like power, possessions or prestige. God created everyone. God loves everyone. We should too. Everyone is valuable to God and should be to us. God values the unwanted baby, the special needs child, the handicapped adult, and the invalid senior. God values Republicans as much as Democrats. God wants us to value everyone, too. Jesus said in one of His parables, “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40) We show our love for the Lord by reaching out to help the people around us.

When we realize how important people are to God and we learn to look at them through the eyes of Christ, we see how much God loves them. We are compelled to tell them about Christ. We get excited about a new baby, a new house, a new car, or a new job. Why don’t we get excited about the greatest news of all? Our mission is to tell people about Christ. We are told in 1 Peter 3:15, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” 

Candidates running for political office tell us that they can change our world. I wish I could believe them, but I have my doubts. We’ve all heard numerous political promises made during elections that were forgotten as soon as the elected candidate took office. But we can change the world. We can’t do it with political power or economic might. 

We can change the world by telling people the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but letting God’s love reach others through us. The Gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to change the world by changing people’s hearts. It has the power to change family legacies by transforming the way we look at and interact with one another. The Gospel can change the world by changing us so that we become more loving people who care for and value all. There is someone in your circle of influence that you can see through God’s eyes. God has put you in a unique place to love and care for them and to tell them about the God who loves them, too.

Next week we’re going to take a closer look at what it means to care for one another as we focus on the compassion that God tells us to show to people in need. 
