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Believe 7 – Humanity
Pastor Chris Livermore - October 26, 2014

WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?


KEY QUESTION:  How does God see people – the masses 
		of humanity?  

KEY IDEA:  I believe all people are loved by God and need
 Jesus Christ as their Savior.

1. God loves all people _____________.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.”  				Ephesians 2:8-9

“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence without knowing it. And why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of God when introduced to him.”
					John 3:16-18  Message




2.  God is ____________ by all people.

 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”  Romans 3:23

“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”   Isaiah 59:2

3. God offers _____________ to all people.

KEY VERSE:  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
		Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
		but have eternal life.”  John 3:16

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  John 14:6

KEY APPLICATION:  
What difference does this make in the way I live?

1. I ____________ all human life.  

 “For you created my inmost being;
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb.”  Psalm 139:13

1. I __________ all people the way God ____________ people.  

1. I’m _______________ to tell all people about Jesus.  

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”  1 Peter 3:15


BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!
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WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

1. We believe there is one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
2. We believe that God is involved in and cares about my daily life
3. We believe that salvation is in and through Jesus Christ
4. We believe that we can know God and his will for our lives because of the Bible
5. We are significant because of what God has done for us, and sees in us.
6. And God has some stuff to do, and uses the Church as his primary means of accomplishing his purposes on earth.

We’ve asked, Who is the one true God?  Does he care about me?  How do I come into a relationship with this God?  How do I know his will for my life?  And, then, we ask the final question in the vertical – Who am I?  Then we go to this horizontal question and ask, How will God accomplish his plan?  That’s the church.  And now we’re asking the next key question, How does God see people?  A r-a-d-i-c-a-l thing for the church to consider here, right?  How does God actually see people?  What if we as the church, as individual followers of Christ, could see people the way God sees people?  

The first five beliefs – God, Personal God, Salvation, the Bible, and Identity in Christ – those have more of a vertical feel to them: Love God.  These next five have more of a horizontal feel - loving others, loving your neighbor.  You will remember back to our study of the Ten Commandments, a similar arrangement, Love God, Love People.  There is a vertical component and a horizontal component to our faith.

KEY QUESTION:  How does God see people – the masses of humanity?  

KEY IDEA:  I believe all people are loved by God and need Jesus Christ as their Savior.  This carries a heavy evangelical challenge for us.  More later….

What do you think would happen in this church if we actually saw people the way God sees them, and treated people how God treats them?  Let’s look at some of the ways God treats people.  
4.  God loves all people equally.
Desire to be in relationship.  One of our huge take-aways from last year’s journey through the Story was this, God desires to be in relationship with all people.  He loves us all equally and wants us to live in the reality of that love.  No more love for performance. Remember, God’s love is not conditional, nor can we earn it
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  Ephesians 2:8-9

“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence without knowing it. And why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of God when introduced to him.
John 3:16-18  message

God loves the person who has committed the worst crime just as much as he loves the person who has never missed a Sunday.  God loves the dying Ebola patient just as much as the nurse risking her life to care for him.  God loves the car accident victim just as much as the drunk driver who ran the stop sign to hit the car.  God loves the child living in poverty in the backwoods wilderness as much as the child living in a burned out shell of a building in McKeesport as much as the children of privilege wearing uniforms to private school.  Remember Jesus statement to the thief on the cross, “Today, you will be with me in paradise.

Walk thru the story of Hosea and Gomer – Believe Pg. 116 (Not exactly the kind of girl you want to bring home to mom…God’s love reaches through ANY unfaithfulness in our lives.  Song , your love never gives up, never runs out on me. He invites everyone back into relationship.  We should do the same….More later.
5.  God is needed by all people.

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”  Romans 3:23

“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”   Isaiah 59:2

Here it is, the reality of sin and of our separation from God.  Our love turned cold towards God.  So each of us have the same need, the need for a Savior.  The Good News is that he is available to everyone and everyone needs him. I need to see people the way God sees them, so whoever it is that you think is an outcast or uneducated or stinky or fat or ugly or poor or so wealthy they’re ornery, however you look at them, you have to take that lens off and realize God sees them totally differently. He invites you to do see them the same way he does, but he also wants you to see their need. Since it is out of this intense love that God has for them that he has sent his son that they might come back into a relationship with him, that means we need to have that same passion.  

God is needed by all people AND…

6. God offers salvation to all people.

KEY VERSE:  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16

The last Sunday in September we spent the whole message looking at the reality of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.  Because of the human condition of being separated from God because of our sin, we need saved.

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  John 14:6

Whoever – God offers it to everyone, to all who will receive it.  BELIEVE Pg. 118.  When we understand this and live by it, everything changes.  It changes the way we see those other students who ignore us, or say nasty things about us, or post untrue things on Facebook or who bully those who are weaker, or not as gifted, or who are different.  

It changes the way we live in our families – from how you see your mate, to how you see your next door neighbor who might be ornery, or old, to just how you see the world in general.  The call, here, is for us to understand how God sees all people, so that we might take on that same sort of lens. If we don’t take on God’s lens, and if we don’t believe this from the bottom of our heart, our church will never become who the church needs to be through spiritual practices, and we will never develop the virtue in our lives that God wants us to develop.  God wants us to become like him in these virtues, these fruits of the spirit, but you cannot become those by simply willing it or trying hard. It roots itself back in these fundamental ideas that need to move from the head to the heart, and this one is a huge one.  

KEY APPLICATION:  
What difference does this make in the way I live?

1. I value all human life.  All ages, stages, forms.

 “For you created my inmost being;  you knit me together in my mother’s womb.”  Psalm 139:13
Often our culture has a tendency to value people by what they have to contribute.  This attitude has been propogated in many ways throughout history.  From the genocides we have seen around the world for centuries in Germany, Darfur Africa, in Cambodia, in Turkey and in many other places.  If we see people as God sees them, we will place value on their lives – even if they don’t look like us, act like us, talk like us, even if we disagree with how they live.

We value life before birth -  we value the aged - the infirmed - those with mental challenges, birth defects.  Life is precious, in all its forms.

1. I see and treat all people the way God sees and treats people.  
This is where this gets hard.  It means that I have to realize that God loves every person I run into, just as much as he loves me.  And God wants a relationship with them just as much as he wants a relationship with me.  It means realizing that God doesn’t love them any more or less than me.

If we really believed this, it would make us view everything differently.  When someone engages in road rage, which is cowardice, you know, where someone just flips you off and honks their horn and cuts in front of you, instead of getting angry at them, this belief could cause a different response:  I wonder where that person’s coming from that causes them to do that? I know God loves them so deeply. They must really have some tough stuff going on right now.  What I’m NOT going to do is give back to them what they just gave to me, because that just wouldn’t be the way God wants me to treat somebody who’s obviously having a bad day, maybe a bad life. I’m not going to offer them back the same bad treatment, because I value them.  

Remember, I said this was a tough one…..Really believing this, really seeing people as Jesus sees them, treating them as Jesus treats them would mean an end to a long list of destructive attitudes, prejudice,  hatred, grumpiness, meanness, bullying, abuse, etc….

I remember a time when I watched a mother disciplining one of her two boys in a store.  Apparently this kid had done something to his brother and the mom was telling him “Say you’re sorry…apologize to your brother.”  Finally, after a long few seconds the kid mumbled an almost inaudible, “I’m sorry.” Everybody in the entire room knows the kid wasn’t sorry, he was just saying it to save his bacon.

If you look ahead in the table of contents, you will see that the last ten chapters we will be looking at the top 10 virtues that the Bible wants us to develop, love, joy, peace, self-control, hope, patience, kindness/goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, humility.  We will be there next March.  If we don’t really understand this idea of seeing people as God sees them, then we will never be able to develop those virtues.  We will be trying to “force it” like a kid whose parents tell him, “Say you are sorry.”  …..

1. I’m compelled to tell all people about Jesus.  
There’s this amazing opportunity that God has made available to everyone, so therefore it only makes sense that if I really believe this and embrace it for myself, that I would want God to provide for me opportunity and passion to tell as many people as I can. That’s why our church needs to be passionate not only about digging into God's Word, but digging into it in such a way that you have this foundational belief that is not just in your head, but in your heart, that causes you to want to reach out and not give up until we give our last breath. 

Our Vision – Lead every person into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ, one life at a time.  Our Mission – We will develop Biblical Disciples through intentional relationships.

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect  1 Peter 3:15

Do you believe God loves all people equally?
Do you see all people as God sees them?
Do you believe that God offers salvation to all people?
If so, then we are compelled to show respect to everyone, and love them enough to tell them about Jesus.  If we refuse to show respect and love, we have to face the hard fact that we don’t see people as God sees them.

Right now, some of you may be saying,  I never even understood this, let alone had the opportunity to believe it. You may be thinking, yeah, I’ve heard messages like this before.  I know God loves all people and I should love them that way, too; but, I’ve never really confessed that I don’t actually believe that for myself.  

This message may be the day where you do some spiritual heavy lifting, where you say, you know, God, I want to believe this, but I’m having a hard time getting my belief to move that 12 inches to my heart; you’re going to have to help me. And I think that honest confession says if I don’t get this into my heart, it’s going to affect the kind of person I become, because I don’t fundamentally believe it from my heart.  So, God, please help me believe in my heart what I believe in my head.


BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!

