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Everything in red is on the screens.  Thanks to Rick Brown, I borrowed two paragraphs from the sermon he submitted.  
Romans 3:9-18
9 What then? Are we any better off?[c] No, not at all; for we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under the power of sin, 10 as it is written:
“There is no one who is righteous, not even one;
11     there is no one who has understanding,
        there is no one who seeks God.
12 All have turned aside, together they have become worthless;
    there is no one who shows kindness,
        there is not even one.”
13 “Their throats are opened graves;
    they use their tongues to deceive.”
“The venom of vipers is under their lips.”
14     “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood;
16     ruin and misery are in their paths,
17 and the way of peace they have not known.”
18     “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
Wow.  If you came to church this morning to feel good, you might be starting to think about asking for your offering back.  There is no one who is righteous, not even one.  As Paul writes elsewhere in the book of Romans:  “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
That’s our starting point this morning.  As we think about the idea of humanity, we are thinking about who we are in this universe that God created, we think about the problem that we have, and how this problem might be solved.  
The problem can be summed up in one word:  sin.  All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  All.  Everyone.  Everywhere.
Now I know, your sin is not that bad, right?  There are a lot of people who are a lot worse, right?  Sometimes we are tempted to categorize our sin.  Usually we make up categories that ensure that our sin is not as bad as someone elses.  But what we need to see is not how bad your sin is or how bad the sin in the newspaper is, but just the very fact that you and I are natural born sinners.
That is our problem.  And what makes that problem even worse is that there is really nothing we can do about it.  Try as I might to behave, to be good, to do no harm, if I am honest with myself, I still sin and fall short of the glory of God.  Do you?
What is sin, anyway?

“Sin” comes from the Greek word hamartia. It means to “miss the mark.” This definition implies that we know better, that sometimes we even try to do better, but that we just cannot help but sin.  As good as we are, as hard as we try, as high as our intentions might be, we miss the mark.  Even when we aim for goodness, we see that our aim is off.

Remember your ancestors Adam and Eve? Their story is the story of humanity. “Adam” means “humankind.” His story is our story. And his is a story of trusting self over trusting God. God had told his humans to not eat of one fruit in the Garden. If they did they would die. We read the story and wonder why they had to taste that one piece of fruit when they had an entire Garden full of other options.  Sometimes we want to blame him for starting us off in sin, but we can’t blame him any more than we can blame ourselves.  Sure, his sin was first.

But don’t we do the same? How many times have I sinned when I knew better?  
I’m going to make you a little uncomfortable here for a minute.  I want you to think for just a moment about a sin that you know you’ve been responsible for recently.  (Raise your hand when you’re willing to share—no not really!) Where have you missed the mark?  Even when we know better, over and over, we cross the line that separates right from wrong, saint from sinner, guilt from glory.

The bad news is there’s nothing we can do to get out of this situation. It’s like sitting around with a money problem with others who are drowning in debt like you. You all know how you got there but no one has the ability to pull the other one out.  
Or it’s as if I was in a boat full of people who couldn’t swim and it tipped over and we all fell in the water.  We’d all have the same problem, we’d all know how we got there, but none of us could do anything for ourselves and none of us could help anyone else. 
If we didn’t know any better, we’d think we had a problem with no solution.

The good news is that there is a solution.  God has a solution. Paul finishes his thought that we saw a minute ago with these words: Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God ---they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. 
 (Romans 3:23-25).
Paul also tells us in this well known passage that the wages of sin is death, --- but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
We deserve death.  WE have it coming.  All have sinned. The wages of sin is death. 

But there is good news.  There is a solution to our problem.  The wages of sin is death, but the  free gift of God eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
There is a solution.  It’s called Grace.  Grace is a simple word that sums up a great big idea, one of the greatest ideas in the history of everyone, everywhere.  The old seminary definition of Grace is : The unmerited favor of God.  But let’s put it a little simpler.  Grace, put simply means that God loves us when we do not deserve it.  As the songs go, that is  Amazing Grace, Grace greater than our sin.

What does that kind of grace look like?  Well, we are given an excellent object lesson on God’s grace in our chapter this week, in the readings from the book of Hosea.  I don’t think I’ve ever preached from Hosea, but this is too good to pass up.  If you read the chapter, you know where this is going, and if you haven’t, listen up, this is the PG-13 soap opera part of the Old Testament.  But there’s a reason it’s PG-13-God is making a very big point here that He does not want us to miss.  Just listen to the kind of love that God has for us, even when we miss the mark or step over the line.  

 When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, “Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord.” 3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.

OK, there’s a reason that’s not a very well-known scripture.  That is a little uncomfortable for Sunday morning.  But it’s in the Bible for a reason.  Hosea’s people were beloved by God, and they had decided to stray.  And the same is true for everyone, everywhere.  God made us and loves us, and still we sin.  But the good news is grace, and this is shown as Hosea’s story continues: 
The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”  
	Now, I know what you’re thinking.   You’re thinking, “Oh no, not the sacred raisin cakes.”  But there is a reason that is mentioned.  The sacred raisin cakes were not just a snack, they weren’t made by Little Debbie.  There is something more going on here.  These sacred raisin cakes were part of the worship of a foreign god.  The fact that the Israelites loved these snacks means that they were worshipping false gods.  Their sin is analogous to that of Gomer, who had completely left her old ways and was lost to her husband.  But God told Hosea to get her back.  And what God is saying is that God will bring us back, even when we’ve loved the things that are farthest from God.
2 So I bought her for fifteen shekels[a] of silver and about a homer and a lethek[b] of barley. 3 Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way toward you.”  3:1-3
The fact that Hosea bought her back does not mean that he sees his wife as a possession—it shows that not only did she leave him for someone else, but she left him for someone who saw her as just an item to own and to sell according to his own desire.  She left Hosea for one who didn’t even love her.  And Hosea made the sacrifice to buy her and bring her back and love her.

Can you imagine loving like that?  Forgiving like that.  Undeserved.  Unearned.  That is grace.  And that is how God looks at you and me.  God doesn’t ignore the fact that we sin.  God doesn’t overlook it.  Our sin breaks God’s heart—we were not created for sin and death, we were created for life and fellowship.  But all of us, everywhere sin.  It is part of the human condition.
God doesn’t miss our sin.  We cannot hide it.  But God loves us enough to pursue us.  

When Gomer had gone and was doing the exact thing that said she no longer was the wife of Hosea, when her rebellion and her disregard for her husband were their worst, God told Hosea to bring her back.  And why?  Because God wanted Hosea’s people to know that as Hosea loved and forgave and restored his lost wife—that is how God would love and forgive and restore God’s lost people.

Like Hosea went  and ransomed his wife and brought her home and loved her, God pursues us to the very gates of hell with a love that will not let us go.  

And this grace that God offers is extended in the great hope that all might receive it.  In our chapter this week, there was one passage with verse after verse that tells us that God loves everyone, everywhere.  Which means that God even loves you.  
And it also means that the one that we think is most unworthy, the one that we think is the worst of sinners, the last one we would ever expect to show up here on a Sunday morning—God loves that person, too.

	Let’s remember some of those verses.  And as I read these, would you say out loud the underlined word when we get to it?
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Jn 3:16
Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed from death to life. Jn 5:24
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  Jn 6:35
(Blank slide)
Three words from those passages that tell me about grace. 
 Everyone…who believes.  
Anyone…who hears. 
Whoever…comes to me.  

You know what that tells me about grace?  God’s love is for Everyone, Everywhere.

So, as we think about humanity this morning, we see three things.  First, we have a problem.  We sin.  We fall short of God’s glory.   Second, we see God has a solution.  Grace, forgiveness, life.
And third, the God who has enough grace to love even you and me wants us to have the grace to see others as God does.

Everyone, everywhere, has sinned.  Everyone, everywhere, is loved by the God who offers life.  Everyone, everywhere is your neighbor and mine, people who need our love just as we need the love of God.  
How can all of this be?  Only because of one thing:  Grace.  
Grace enough for you, and for me, and for everyone, everywhere.
Thanks be to God, the giver of all grace, even grace enough for you and me..
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