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12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot were to say,
 ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 
18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, 
but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it

I want to admit something to you today.  I need to share a shortcoming with you.  I may be an ordained minister, I may have gone to seminary.  Sure I have 18 years of experience as a pastor in a church, but I have to admit something to you.  I am not very good for very much of anything. 
What can I do for Jesus—not a whole lot.  But here’s the thing:  What can you do for Jesus—not a whole lot.  But here’s the other thing:  you and I can do something.  Maybe not much, but we can each do something.  We can each listen to God and look at our church and look at our world and see something we can do or something we can say, or some way that we can act that would be an expression of God’s love.  Maybe it’s not much.  But when you’re tempted to think that your little is so little that it doesn’t matter, I want you to hear two things.  
First Not being able to do a lot is no excuse for doing nothing.  And second, and more important to today’s theme:  when my little and your little come together, little becomes a lot.
That’s really what this whole idea of the Church is.  And when I say church, I’m talking about what I call Church with a capital C. Not just Grace United Methodist Church—but all Christians.  I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together.  All who follow Jesus, all around the world, yes we are the church together.   
You and I are a part of Grace Church, and because of that, my little bit that I can do and your little bit that you can do can come together and do something so much bigger.  Something that can make a difference in Somerset.  We can serve an Italian dinner and raise almost $3000 to help our neighbors in need keep the heat on this winter.  We can hold a bazaar and help get a bunch of youth to a conference where they will get top-notch teaching, worship, and fellowship.  We can gather here on Sunday and share worship, lift our prayers, offer our gifts, and share our lives with one another.  We can do bigger things when we do them together.
You and I are also a part of the church with a capital C.  And through that, we can do even bigger things.  We can partner with Christians in Celaya Mexico and help to make it possible for them to reach out to a community with God’s love.  We can partner with Christians in Andra Pradesh, India and help a young pastor and his family start churches, care for widows, and feed orphans.  We see the church with a capital C make a difference when one of our own youth comes back from a trip to Zimbabwe and shares what God is doing there and we see that God worked on each of the youth who travelled, as well.  The church, the body of Christ, is a powerful thing.  And we together, are called to build and to be this body of Christ.
Paul wrote these words that we read today to the church in Corinth.  He wanted them to know a truth that we still need to know today.  Paul knew Jesus.  Paul knew all the stories about what Jesus had done during his three years of ministry.  Paul knew that Jesus had died and rose.  And Paul had that amazing, life-changing experience on the road to Damascus, when Jesus spoke to him and made all the difference in the world to him.  But Paul knew that if Jesus was going to keep on working in this world, that Jesus was going to need a body—a physical presence.  And so he told his friends in Corinth, and he tells us, that we are the body of Christ.  
And in this image of the body, we are reminded that each of us is important.  I want you to know that today.  You are important to the body of Christ.  There is a place in this body of Grace church and there is a place in the church with a capital C that only you can take.  
Imagine for a minute a person who is sick and needs an organ transplant of some kind.  Most of us know a person or two who have been through that experience.  Now suppose that an organ becomes available.  In that instant, what is the most important factor?  Time.  There is a vital window of an hour or a few hours within which that organ must be transplanted before it will die.  And at the same time, there is only a matter of time that the patient will survive until they receive the new organ.
And here’s the thing—that organ is you.  That patient is the church.  This church, and the church with a capital C.  You and I need to be a part of the body.  As surely as a heart or a lung loses vitality with every minute outside the body, you and I lose something when we are outside of the body of Christ.  We were created to be in fellowship.  We were made needing the connections that can only be received through the body of Christ.
And at the same time, the body needs you and me.  You are a vital part.  The church is incomplete without you.  It is weaker without your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, your witness.  Do those words sound familiar?  In our church, when people come into membership, those are the vows.  You promise to be a part of a church with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness.  Our work is incomplete without you.  Everybody has a place.  Everybody has a part.  Together, we are building, and being, the body of Christ.
I’ve shared before that a big part of the reason that I am here today is that my church valued kids.  I grew up knowing that I was important to that church.  As I grew up, I don’t ever remember anyone telling us kids that we were important because we were the future of the church.  We 
were made to feel important because we were part of the church right then, even as noisy little kids who got into trouble sometimes.  And that is how we need to look at everyone. 

The reason that Paul wrote this letter was to tell his friends in Corinth how to best be the church. And Paul’s idea of what makes a good church is very different than what we often think of when we think of what takes to make a church.  Paul didn’t say to build a sanctuary and a steeple.  He didn’t say get an organ or a guitar.  He didn’t say anything about pulpits or pews.  When Paul wrote about what is important in a church, he wrote about people, and their gifts.  He wrote about using them together to make something special.  And he called this the body of Christ—the physical presence of God in our community.  
What a responsibility that is, to be the body of Christ.  But you know, somebody needs to do it.  2000 years ago Jesus was physically present, walking and talking, preaching, and healing, living and dying for the people of the world.  We need to remember that Jesus is still physically present today.  His body is still seen.  His word is still spoken and heard.  His acts of love are still performed.  And this is done through you and me, the church.  The body of Christ.  
When we are at our best—when we meet our potential—when we love one another, and worship, and serve, and fellowship, and do all that we’re supposed to do—then the world is going to see Jesus in us.

Two truths of our calling:  One truth of our calling as Christians is that God has given you a mission to fulfill these days that you walk this earth, just as Jesus had a mission when he walked on earth. 
But a second truth of our calling is that we are called to this mission together, as a family of faith, as a church of God’s people, as the body of Christ.  

The church is not a building,
the church is not a steeple,
the church is not 
a resting place,
the church is a people.
You.  Me.  Us together.  We are building, and being the body of Christ.  My hope is that in all we do, in all we say, through our prayers, our presence in the community and the world, through our gifts, our service, through our witness to God’s love, that we make the presence of Christ known in unmistakable ways.  Wouldn’t it be great if someone knew beyond any doubt that Jesus loves them because they knew that the church loved them?  That’s our job.  You and I can build up the body of Christ right here.  And together, we can be the body of Christ right here, and all around the world.
I don’t know about you, but that is something I want to be a part of.  I hope you do, too.  
