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[Before the message we showed the “Welcome to Church” video, http://youtu.be/Rc9g7Bsd2yU , produced by National Back to Church Sunday, published May 2013, also available at http://backtochurch.com/videos.]

Many of us were surprised by the video I showed a few months ago of Bono expressing his faith in Jesus. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-OR5Ors23M) Bono is the most outspoken of U2, but each of them contributes millions to organizations making a difference in the world and each of them has a sincere Christian faith. 

There is no doubt that Bono and the members of U2 are followers of Christ. But what’s not clear is their connection to the church. They grew up in Dublin at the height of the Troubles, where violence, bigotry and hatred characterized relationships between Catholics and Protestants. Bono’s father was Catholic and his mother Anglican or Protestant. The church wasn’t a safe place for him and although he’s a follower of Jesus, he’s been reluctant to identify with any particular church.  

For many people their early experiences turn them off to Church, although many people turned off to Church are not turned off to Jesus. Others have grown up in church their whole lives and know nothing else. It’s a ritual sometimes void of meaning. 

We all carry some baggage about the church. I have several reasons for not being in the church today. When I was nine years old and my three-year-old brother died, I could have blamed God, but I remember the church family gathering around our family with food and the pastor praying with my brothers and me. When my parents divorced and we split churches, I found faithful people in new churches. When I was 18 and an intern, I swore I’d never work in the church again after seeing conflict between the pastors. 

What do you believe about the church? 

Key Idea: I believe the church is God’s primary way to accomplish his purposes on earth. 

What are God’s purposes? That people would know God and be gathered together into transformative relationships with God and others, and then to bless the whole universe, where we work, live, play and make an eternal difference in the lives of others. 

If that’s true, the church better be an authentic representation of the Kingdom of God, his goodness, his beauty, his love for the world, his justice and compassion. It better be a place of real transformation, or I’m afraid millions of us are just wasting our time, or at least we are not part of accomplishing God’s purposes on earth. 

Last week we affirmed that we are children of God formed into a new family. Let’s look at Paul’s letter the Ephesians to affirm and learn more how the church accomplishes God’s purposes in the world today as the body of Christ. 

Ephesians 4:1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.

1. The church is a called body. (v.1-6)
The word ekklesia means called, or called together. Ekklesia is the basis of our word ecclesiastical and iglesia, Spanish word for church. 

Ephesians 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  Because we have been saved by God, we are in relationship with Jesus, we are children of God, we are transformed and being transformed by his lavished love. God unconditionally loves us, nothing can separate us from his love, and this love compels us, motivates us to live differently with each other and with the world. 

So, this called body is marked by two things: First is love. Paul says elsewhere in Ephesians 5, to live “as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”

Love expresses itself in humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with each other in love. Love looks like something tangible. Our calling is to live like Jesus in the world. That’s what we’ve been called to… together. As a calling, it’s a gathering of people called by God, a movement, not an institution, a gathering of people who look more and more like Jesus. 

Ephesians 4:3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

And secondly this called body is marked by unity. There is a reality to our unity. We are one in Christ. But there it requires an effort, every effort, to maintain that unity. Unity isn’t automatic, but it’s essential for accomplishing God’s purposes, and for reflecting God’s character. 

And this is Jesus’ prayer: “that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” John 17:21

We are one with those who believe, Jesus says earlier in John 17, that God the father sent him. Our unity is around the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, our profession that Jesus is Lord and Savior, Christ crucified and raised again. And our unity leads others to believe God sent him. 

But, even in the first century there were barriers to unity. Paul focused on Jews and Gentiles forming one church. Their differences were huge. Their understanding of obeying the law and righteousness was a stumbling block to their unity. They were no longer strangers to each other, there is no longer a dividing wall in the temple of hostility, there is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female, they are one in Christ. 

But maintaining unity is hard work. That’s why there are so many “one anothers” in the New Testament: reminders to work toward unity by loving one another, forgiving one another, praying for one another, accepting, submitting, welcoming, comforting, admonishing and encouraging one another. Make every effort because you are a called body, whose life together flows into the community around us. 

Therefore, the quality of our life together is the foundation for accomplishing the purposes of God (mission) together. 

So, we all come to this expression of the local church with our own experience and expectation of the church. And we all have a part in unity. So how are you doing? How are we doing? Who benefits from unity in the church? We do. None of us want to be in a divided, dysfunctional body. 

And the world benefits too, because the church as a called body is also the church as a gifted body that blesses the world. 

2. The church is a gifted body. (v.7-12)
Ephesians 4:7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 

There is an “all of us” in the church, and there is an “each of us” in the church. Each of us has been gifted. 

Ephesians 4:8-10 This is why it says: “When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his people.” 9 (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)

Paul is quoting Psalm 68:18 in order to connect Jesus’ resurrection and ascension with the gifting of the church. That Jesus died and because he was raised again he is able to gift his people by his spirit. And the gifts he distributes are meant to fill the whole universe with the good things of God’s Kingdom, the healing, reconciliation, justice, love, grace of God—all through his church. 

The body is made up of many parts, and each one is gifted. So, you must know your gifts. And those gifts, combined with our gifts, the gifts of believers in this church and all over the world, are used to fill the whole universe, to bless the world. That begins with leaders who know and use their gifts to help members know and use their gifts:

Ephesians 4:11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers (all leaders of the church), 12 to equip his people for works of service, 

Around here we talk about how each of us have spiritual gifts, combined with heartfelt passion, abilities, personality styles and experience that SHAPE each of us uniquely for ministry. There is need to compare or compete, but to uniquely contribute to a common mission. That’s true within our church.  

And even among churches and denominations, we don’t have to compete or compare because God is using us all differently to accomplish his purposes. I’m so grateful every church doesn’t have to be exactly the same. What’s important is that God uses the local church and the global church to accomplish his purposes, to create a people whom he would bless in order to be a blessing to others. 

“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.” Genesis 12:2 

God is uniquely shaping our mission to bless our community and the world. 

We are seeing our Hispanic children and adults grow into their God-given potential. I spent three days in DC this week with a team from our church learning and connecting with business, law enforcement, education, and faith leaders to dream together about the future of our country with New Americans having the skills, opportunities and status to succeed. Our Immigration Center, Casa de Amistad, Reality Changers, and our Hispanic Worship have grown out of our mission to bless the world. 

Senior adults make a difference, serve our community, welcome other seniors into our life together and support mission all over the world. Our senior center has grown out of our mission to bless the world.

Families are entering into our life together and into faith in Jesus. Our children’s and student ministries, preschool and Mothers of Preschoolers have grown out of our mission to bless the world.

People in Oaxaca, Ethiopia and Hungary are experiencing new life in Christ. More than 140 families have received casas and monthly families at Carretas are being cared for across the border. Our partnerships have grown out of our mission to bless the world.

Ministries around the world are receiving thousands of dollars through grants from the Kingdom Builder Foundation. Your investment with legacy dollars has grown out of our mission to building the Kingdom and to bless the world.

Your friends and neighbors are experiencing hope, comfort, encouragement and new life in Christ. New relationships have grown out of our mission to bless the world.

Members and friends of this church are experiencing new life in Christ because of leaders of small groups, care, outreach, prayer, children’s and students (and any ministry I’ve forgotten to mention). All these ministries have grown out of our mission to bless the world.

I love our new campus, because it demonstrates the maturing and commitment of our body to step out in faith, to learn to be family together. It’s uniting us together in a vision to be a growing community of fully devoted followers of Jesus. To be a church for our community to bless the world.

We use our gifts to fill the whole universe with his blessings, and as we do, we also to grow as a church. When the church is functioning together as a body, we grow in maturity and we grow in love. So leaders are gifted to equip the body for works of service.

Ephesians 4:12 so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 (Key Verse:) Instead, Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

I want you to point to the person next to you and say “you are a part.” And tell the person on the other side. You are the church. We are the church. And when each part does its work,

3. The church is a growing body. (v.12-16)
As each does its part, the church grows in depth and number.  We grow in our knowledge of Jesus. We become mature. The contribution of their gifts brought healing, restoration and salvation to each other. The church became a safe place to encourage each other and learn from each other, but it also became a place of risk, as they shared the good news, as they welcomed others into their fellowship, as they experimented and innovated by the leading of the Holy Spirit. The quality of their life flowed into the world around them.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. Acts 2:42–47

We don’t come as consumers to church, but we come as contributors. As each does their part, we grow in depth and we grow in number. From the very beginning of the church in Acts we see how the church also grew numerically.

The church is not a building, we have a new campus where people are welcomed, and we are learning to be family to one another. Our buildings help us to gather together as a body, to be the church together in our worshipping, serving, growing. It’s a great indicator of health and vitality that $10M has been given, and there is an opportunity to be debt free. 75% of our church family has already contributed, and there’s no reason why 100% of us wouldn’t give a small or large gift toward being the church God has called us to be.

For 2000 years this has been the church. The church has accumulated some baggage over the years, and maybe we carry some of that baggage ourselves. Although the church is imperfect, it’s God’s plan A, there is no plan B to accomplish his purposes. 

It’s worthy of the very best investment of our lives, 
· to recapture a biblical vision of the church, 
· to live out our calling together as children of God, 
· to give ourselves to our life together in this church and grow in love and maintain the unity of the church,
· to bless our community
· and to partner with churches here and across the world to accomplish God’s purposes on earth. 

New Members
Today we are welcoming new members. Because of your investment in our unity and our mission, we are a growing community of fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. We are growing in love and unity and in mission together. We are growing in number and we are growing in depth of commitment. 

Today you are joining a church, but more importantly, you are joining a movement, centered around the person of Jesus and motivated to bless the whole world in his name. 





