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SERIES: Believe, Week 5 – Church
DATE: October 26, 2014
SERMON: The Church
KEY QUESTION: Is God still in the church?
[bookmark: _GoBack]KEY BELIEF: I Believe the Church is God’s Primary way to accomplish his purposes on earth?
KEY APPLICATION: What Difference does this make in the way I live my life?
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW? Jesus still loves his Church, so should we.
John 14:11 -13 > Jesus’ prophecy about the church
WHY DO THEY NEED TO KNOW IT? God’s Church is the vehicle for reaching the world (ANTS)
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO DO? 
1. Resist Cynicism
2. Engage at your own pace
3. Expect Disappointment
4. Go Deep by Reaching Wide

WHY DO THEY NEED TO DO IT? Removal from Church hurts you, hurts the church and hurts the unbeliever
PRACTICAL STEPS :  	Get Jesus’ Community
Get Jesus’ Mission
Get Jesus’ Work		

OVERVIEW SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 4:1-16
MEDIA: The Ants
NOTES: People responding to last week’s message
BENEDICTION: 
Ants vs Church Cooperations
Researchers have documented the largest ant supercolony yet, a network of Argentine ant nests stretching at least 6,000 kilometers across Europe.
Genetically similar colonies, which could cooperate, wasted less time fighting and were more successful than the others
There may be identity but there is no purpose
They don't understand what is available
Pge 68 - Church done right

Do I believe that I have a role and responsibility in the Church?

[bookmark: h.ypydsr95y01c]last week
Good DAY everyone, my name is Matty Towse and I am the next gen pastor here at epiphany. If you were able to join us last week or catch up online you know that last week in this series called believe we talked about our identity as christians.  I do have to say that I am impressed and I do love it when after a weekend like last week I get  inundated with messages and links and conversations about how God really drove home some truth and you started to get an idea of who he says you are. That is awesome. I also love it when people come up and say, I love how you said ________ it was exaclty what I needed to hear and was perfectly put. I’m like, yeah I didn’t say anything like that, I’m not that smart. When God is at the forefront of messages like that he get’s time to talk to you directly and I love that. 
So last week we took the time to boil down what it means for you and I as individual people to be followers of God. Now we need to take the next step. We need to take a look at our identity together. 
[bookmark: h.ejhtp0r3ry30]this week
We are going to talk today about the Church. About God’s design and desire for the church.                           

[bookmark: h.ae6j5xr5yf2m]what is the church

There are lots of different images that can pop into our heads when we think about Church, amongst those images are feelings, beliefs all of them crafting our view of church. This is a problem for most of us when we are trying to identify what the church is, or what it is supposed to be. 

The problem is that we don’t have half a chance of doing church the way God intended unless we know what it is.

[bookmark: h.p28zr2k30dvq]church
1.a building for public Christian worship.
2.public worship of God or a religious service in such a building:
3.the whole body of Christian believers; Christendom.
So in the dictionary you get the top two different expressions of Church and most of us usually subscribe to one or another. Church is a building, Church is a Sunday Morning activity

So if God is the founder of any one church we ought not get all caught up in what we think church is but instead here from the architect what it is.
The fifth book in the new testament called the book of Acts is a narrative of what happened to Jesus’ followers after he was crucified. After he left them. It is also called the Acts of the Apostles, basically the actions of the early believers.
Here in the book of acts we find the forming of the first church. Please read with me.

[bookmark: h.wuacmlhzlyf2]Acts 2:42-47New Living Translation (NLT)
[bookmark: h.ky7dg8ckqluk]The Believers Form a Community
42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper[a]), and to prayer.
43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity[b]— 47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.
A couple of things that church is not. Church is not your pastor. Church is not your building. It is not your well crafted worship experience. Church is the men women and children sat with you today. It is people, a people who call themselves church and seek to devote themselves to God’s word, to fellowship to prayer, to sharing life with each other, all the while praising God.
This is the definition of God’s first ever church, not one reference to the colour of the carpet or stained glass windows. Only references to the people and what they chose to do together.

Church is people. People doing stuff. An active, passion filled movement of people who are bound under the same name to go and do something.

Acts 2:42-47 > the first church



[bookmark: h.nhfas8by0ayk]why is the church
Our second question to fully understand the church is, why is Church. Why does it exist, why was it formed, is the great plan behind the church, or is it just another social club.
The foundation of a Christian church is that it is led not by the pastors or the elders or the overseers but by Jesus himself. Jesus intended and succeeded in creating for himself an organization that is so unique, so powerful and so successful that at the mere mention of the church God would receive Glory. Not all churches do glorify God but the church with Jesus as head, does. We will come back to Jesus as the head of the church in a minute but first let me show you what the church was intended for. Because the truth is God did not need to use people to fulfil his mission. Just like he doesn’t need to call us his children. Instead, the reason for the church is something more beautiful because he chose to use us.

[bookmark: h.fki7ub9bi4z3]John 14:11-13New Living Translation (NLT)
11 Just believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have seen me do.
12 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 13 You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father.
This one can be tricky but bear with me. Jesus states emphatically that believers, his people, his church will do that some works that he has done, and even greater works.

The Church as designed, commissioned and empowered by God is given the task of sharing a message. That is all. 

[bookmark: h.q28aelp8jvwj]Matthew 28:18-20New Living Translation (NLT)
18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations,[a] baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
This is the task of the church, but it is not why the church exists. It is not the whole story of why the church is used. When you tie together what Jesus said about a believer having the ability to do greater works than him and for the church to go and share his message with the world it can clarify just why the church exists in the first place.

To begin with in John Jesus says “at least believe because of the work you have seen me do.” So when we wonder why we are told to do the same work, it is simply, so that some can believe, because of the work they see us do.
To begin with, the task of living out a life the way Jesus calls us to is a monumental work. Far beyond our regular capability. It was the life the he himself led, which in of itself was not so difficult because he was God. Now for us to try and do the same thing just sounds insane.

Putting others before yourself, blessing your enemies, turning the other cheek, giving up financial control, talking to strangers, forgiving those who have hurt you to your very core, pouring out everything you have to see others know Jesus, welcoming the outcast, accepting the reject. All these things among others that Jesus calls us to do. It’s just not doable. 

This is why it can be considered a greater work. This is why the church is amazing. It is messed up, jacked up sinners, choosing to behave like Jesus. Because of Jesus and through Jesus.

This is the power behind the church and it’s ability to preach. 

“I am just like you, no better”. I put myself first, I’ve cursed my enemies, I’ve lashed out, been greedy, shunned strangers, held the grudge, stolen life from others, cast people out, rejected. I have done all that and now Jesus wants to use me to show people what he can do. He wants to use his church to show the world that he can take the outsider, the outcast, the sinner, the criminal, the hater and use them to do that most glorious work ever. This is why the church exists and this is what you and I are invited into.
A community driven by Jesus, called to be humble, loving, sacrificial and centred on others so that we might accomplish great things by helping other come to know God.

John 14:11 -13 > Jesus’ prophecy about the church
ANTS

[bookmark: h.tzdf6pod5n96]how does the church work
I blogged a while back on why I love my church and on a love I have for seeing people working for God right in their sweet spot. It is one of the most joy giving things for me. One of the most heartbreaking things is when someone in our church feels left out, hurt by us, useless. 
[bookmark: h.ja5cft8w5e9j]Unity and understanding

[bookmark: h.3g4qtuhhtolp]Ants

[bookmark: h.rh6x9fqxv24i]genetic similarity

Researchers have documented the largest ant supercolony yet, a network of Argentine ant nests stretching at least 6,000 kilometers across Europe.
Genetically similar colonies, which could cooperate, wasted less time fighting and were more successful than the others

We are supposed to be genetically the same, not norwegian. Christian - little Christs

[bookmark: h.wa39aywyr0xq]Ephesians 4:1-16New Living Translation (NLT)
[bookmark: h.5cwul8p8mzoq]Unity in the Body
4 Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.4 For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future.
skip
other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

· [bookmark: h.bv5ykvb270zi]Being part of the church is an effort
4 Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.

You are called to do something, so is everyone else. All of us together are to strain and struggle, not against each other, but for each other. 
This last week has been a little bit of a roller coaster at our house and it culminated in a less than perfect family day for jakki myself and the kids yesterday. After throwing the tantrums and throwing food and pouting, I was able to calm down and finally talk to Jakki about what has been going on to get us to this place.
She summed it up easily, and painfully. “I just feel like you’re not fighting for me anymore. We fight for the kids, for other stuff but you’re just not fighting for me”. For a guy who truly believes that his family is the most important thing to him this was hard to hear. But she is right. I had/have stopped making effort to keep myself united with her. Just as in marriage it is a trial to stay united and if you take the foot off the gas you slip backwards, as it is in the church. With all the messes up, weirdos walking around (and that’s just at the office) it takes effort to stay united, but we are all called to have each others backs, to fight for each other, to show love, to give pushback to do whatever it takes to keep ourselves united in the church.
Ephesians 4:1-16 > The Church done right

[bookmark: h.cpp1woy6lmmc]easier said than done

The rest of our time I want to spend talking about how we can do all that. At the end of the day the bar is set high for the church and can and has fallen short for many of us in the past. So how do you get churched. How after good experiences or not so good experiences of church do you get churched in a new church. If this is your first time ever really trying out the church thing then how does it work. What do I do to become part of this church. Well here are some hints and tips for the unchurched, re-churched, de-churched, and the “don’t you come near me with that church thing”.

1. [bookmark: h.y8ax70q8eemb]Resist the urge to become Cynical.
. When talking cynicism surrounding church we come upon challenges like, “I have been burned by church and all churches are the same”. “The church is just after your money”. “Church is just where you go to be judged by people”.
Unfortunately this is what a lot of people have experienced in church and now carry that burden with them. The problem with holding on to the cynical approaches is that Cynicism is way to easy, demands nothing of you and contributes nothing. If you are a christian then being a part of the church is not an option. Wherever you’re church may be you’re still called to be a part of the body and make it healthy. Not to bury your head in the sand.
[bookmark: h.dh7yoy8040q0]Hebrews 10:23-25New Living Translation (NLT)
23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. 24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.
No matter where you are at. If you identify with Christ then you are called to be a part of the church and not only that, but to see to it being built into a place of health, where lost people are found and where we encourage each other to good works.

2. [bookmark: h.2j0m4xeei8n7]Enter at your own pace
This can be a tough one for us. Some of us are all or nothing and that has us throwing ourselves at the mercy of the volunteer co-ordinator on our first visit to a church. Others of us struggle to commit and therefore come to the same church for years but never get involved in a meaningful way.
Speaking to both those people i’d say this. When you are making a decision about joining a church there is something you really need to understand.
You need to engage in a way that is healthy for you, that being said, you do need to engage.
WE are always looking for more and more people to help us further the mission of epiphany station. One of our greatest problems is that the church continues to expand, this means that the worship teams, the hospitality teams, the next gen teams, the GPS teams are all working to their limit. So we will always welcome people to come with us and serve in our thriving church. We don’t however want you to think that this is the only way to get engaged. One thing that we actually desire for everyone in the church is to start by being fed before you go and serve. We have community prayer, GPS groups, discipleship classes, bible study, all for the purpose of strengthening you so that when you find your place to serve you will be healthy and able to commit to it and excel.
The reason we say, you need to engage is not a self-serving one. A huge part of growing as a christian is taking part in our big mission. I don’t mean epiphany’s mission. I mean the big one. To share Jesus message with everyone. We want to help you grow by doing just that. Some do that by serving here, others by serving out there, others at work, others at home. We aren’t so naive or arrogant as to think that ministry can only happen in these walls. But, this church is here to help grow you, empower you and equip you to go do ministry wherever you’re called. So get engaged.

3. [bookmark: h.olxg9sxogz8]Expect to be disappointed
This is how you can tell that we are not a bunch of car salesmen up here. We just aren’t that good at selling you anything. Church of all places can and will disappoint you. Why, because it is where other people just like you go and work. No-one person is any better than another, nor is anyone more righteous in God’s eyes. So what happens is we get confused when people at the church start acting like us sometimes. Like broken, hurting people. Heaven forbid that a Pastor should prove to have struggles too. You see, church is not a bunch of people who have “made it”, it is a bunch of people, just like you and me, with doubts, fears, sins, issues on the same path together.
This is not a hotel for saints, rather it is a hospital for sinners, a place where it is okay to not be okay. Where you don’t have to pin your cheeks back into a smile as you pull up into the lot. And although this kind of church gets messy, it is the only kind Jesus is interested in.

[bookmark: h.bltqi5vnsr44]Mark 2:17New Living Translation (NLT)
17 When Jesus heard this, he told them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.”
This is why we say no perfect people allowed, because if you’re perfect you don’t need Jesus.
So when you find a church that is interacting with the hurting, the lost, the broken, don’t be surprised if church gets messy. It means that church is probably doing just what Jesus called it to do.
[bookmark: h.q228d78zsdtu]Because in the end that is what church is
It is people, battered, beaten and broken able to stand united only because of Jesus Christ and what he has called them to do. That is what makes our God awesome and us needed and purposeful. This is what we want to invite every single one of you into. 
If it sounds like too much for you, you’re in good company. Church is the most beautiful, tiring, rewarding, messy, angering, joy bringing, adventures you can ever engage in. So, come along with us.

PRAY

Benediciton
Page 68 - Church
