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Confession Of Faith:

I believe the church is God’s primary way to accomplish his purposes on earth.

Key Verse:

Ephesians 4:15 (NIV) 15  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.

Key Idea: 

I believe the church is God’s primary way to accomplish his purposes on earth.

CHARACTERISTICS OF A HEALTHY CHURCH

What are the “Characteristics Of A Healthy Church.”

The simple answer is (You might not agree) – If the leadership i healthy – then the church will be healthy.

This is not a sermon about process but end result - THE characteristics of a Healthy Church.

There is a lot of material out on this very subject.  Many pastors and authors have written and spoken much in regards to this subject.

I like what Rick Warren writes in “The Purpose-Driven Church”; "the key issue for churches in the Twenty-first century is church health, not church growth”.

It is not how big your church is but IS YOUR CHURCH HEALTHY?

A lot of stock is given to size and facilities but church health is so much more than that.

· Is it a safe place for people to come?

· Will people be cared for and loved in your church?

· Would they say that they are being pastored well?
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The Church Is Not A:
· building
· denomination
· business

In fact – look around – YOU ARE THE CHURCH TODAY!


The life of Jacob’s son Joseph is a rich source of insights into how God raises up influential people and influential churches.

The story of Joseph is a great allegory for the church today… (I don’t where this outline came from.  It was in an article I read sometime ago and I can’t locate it.)

1.  A Church That Has Grasped Its Prophetic Destiny

Basically… it understands its purpose and call in its community.

(Genesis 37:5-10 ESV)Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more. He said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf.” His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, “Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” 

When Joseph was a young man he had a dream about his life.  

· What are the dreams that you have had?

· What are the dreams/ prophecies that have been given concerning your church? About your community?

· Are you grasping your destiny and future?

· Do you understand your DNA (who you are and who your church is) and where are we going?

I believe that everything that has happened to you has happened for a purpose and God desires to use your past to help shape your future.

What is holding you back from realizing your dreams and aspirations?   

What are some of the dreams you had as a child?  What are some of the aspirations you’ve held in your heart?

There were a number of things that built dreams in my life.


2.   A Church That Has Successfully Passed Spiritual Testings

(

Joseph’s brothers created a lot of problems and obstacles for him.

What are the obstacles/ problems we have faced personally and with our church.

Have we successfully passed those spiritual testings?

· You will always encounter obstacles along the way

GUARANTEED!

Noah did.  People didn’t believe his message.

Moses did.  Pharaoh.

Peter did.  Fear and disbelief.

(

· Obstacles are a chance for God to show his power

3.   A Church That Has Become A Spiritual Storehouse

(

There is a great spiritual famine in places where we pastor.

· Are we going to be a place for replenishment and nourishment?  
· Will people be fed?  
· Will they be welcomed?
· Will this be a safe place?
· Will we open our hearts to hurting?

Notice the people came to Joseph for grain.

Do people seek you out for help (whether they go to your church or not)?

Do people say to you, “I have no other place to turn?”

4.   A Church That Has A Deep, Full Well With FRUITFUL Branches. 

(

This sounds and looks healthy.

It is a well that is full.  It is a place for nourishment.  It is a place for strength.

What type of branches do you have in your life?  How about the church?

Are your branches growing and expanding or are they dying shriveling up?

Are the people you are discipling turning around and being fruitful in their lives and ministry?

5.   A Church That Excels In Spiritual WARFARE

(

(

Like it or not – there will be times that you will have to do battle for your church, your community, your family and even yourself.

We need to excel in this area.  It is where we grow.

We don’t grow on the mountaintops but we grow in the valleys.

There will be times that you will feel as if you are fighting the devil himself.

You can’t run from the battle.   You will need to take up your armor and exercise your authority.


6.   A Church That Has Received And Guards The Blessings Of The Lord.

(Genesis 49:25 ESV) 25  by the God of your father who will help you, by the Almighty who will bless you with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that crouches beneath, blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 

Are you thankful for the blessings of the Lord in your life?

Have you given over to a complaining spirit?

Are you giving thanks for “everything?”

7.   A Church That Expects God To Visit His People In Due Season.

Genesis 50:25 (ESV) 25  Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.”

Joseph was at the end of his life – yet he still expected that God would come and visit them.

Do you have an expectancy for God to come and touch you/ us once again?
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