1

BELIEVE 4 – The Church  
Pastor Chris Livermore - October 19, 2014

WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

KEY QUESTION:  How does God accomplish his purposes today?

KEY IDEA:  I believe the church is God’s primary way to accomplish his purposes on earth.

“They joined with the other believers in regular attendance at the apostles' teaching sessions and at the Communion services and prayer meetings.  A deep sense of awe was on them all, and the apostles did many miracles. And all the believers met together constantly and shared everything with each other, selling their possessions and dividing with those in need. They worshiped together regularly at the Temple each day, met in small groups in homes for Communion, and shared their meals with great joy and thankfulness, praising God. The whole city was favorable to them, and each day God added to them all who were being saved.” 			Acts 2:42-47 (Living) 

KEY VERSE:  “Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.”  Ephesians 4:15
“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”   “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”  Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.   And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  	Matthew 16:13-19
1. THE CHURCH IS GOD’S

2. THE CHURCH IS TO BE ABOUT GOD’S BUSINESS
“Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”   John 14:11-13

WHAT IS GOD’S ANSWER?  __Incarnation_____

3.  THE CHURCH WORKS BEST WHEN WE WORK TOGETHER

"Just as there are many parts to our bodies, so it is with Christ's body.  We are all parts of it and it takes every one of us to make it complete for we all have a different work to do.  So we belong to each other and each needs all the others." 		Romans 12:4-5

KEY APPLICATION:  
What difference does this make in the way I live?

1. You belong 
2. You are part of God’s plan.   
3. You will be formed by the church
“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor:  If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.  But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.”  
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!
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WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

We believe there is one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
We believe that God is involved in and cares about my daily life
We believe that salvation is in and through Jesus Christ
We believe that we can know God and his will for our lives because of the Bible
If we are significant because of what God has done for us, and sees in us, then we are led to the next question…..

KEY QUESTION:  How does God accomplish his purposes today?

KEY IDEA:  I believe the church is God’s primary way to accomplish his purposes on earth.
This past week we learned of the death of Helen Novak.  She was the woman near Scranton who reportedly was beaten to death by a 10 year old boy.  It brought to mind another similar story from May, 2007.  It was of 91-year-old Leonard Sims being beaten by a carjacker.  Surveillance cameras rolled as the World War II veteran was approached by a much younger stranger in the parking lot of a convenience store outside of Detroit.  The man asked him for a light for his cigarette, and then suddenly began punching him. Sims could not move. He was pinned between his car door and another car. The attacker punched him 21 times and then stole his car. 
It turned my stomach to watch it.  The camera angle that was shown on the reporting focused on the beating.  More horrifying was the wider angel lens that I saw later…there were all kinds of people standing around – doing NOTHING.  They watched this man get the stuffin’ beat out of him and they DID NOTHING.  

We have witnessed horror, too.  Right here in Murrysville – in our school.  Our children have experienced it firsthand in a manner we could never have imagined.  Students, you have experienced it – you know.

With that knowledge, comes responsibility.  We cannot stand idly by watching like those who watched the old man beaten.  We have a responsibility for those around us – for their physical safety, for their spiritual well being.  This is counter to the culture in which we find ourselves.  “Take care of you and yours,” and we forget what Jesus said, “Who is your neighbor?”  Some of those watching may have been nice people, but they lived as if it were all about them.

Do you remember when neighbors were more than just the folks who lived in the houses around you…when you cared for each other.  Now, good neighbor is one who minds their own business, may be there in an emergency, but they aren’t noisy, don’t blow their leaves into our yard

We’re going through this Believe experience together, we’ve had this amazing transformation through Christ, and we just learned about these crazy beliefs.  Now we’re starting to understand why in the world we have been left here, and what God’s plan is, only to discover that collectively we are a part of it.  We have a part to play – a responsibility that admittedly is sometimes burdensome and hard.

As Randy Frazee said on our coaching call, “the church is God’s Plan A, and there is no Plan B.”  That gives us a purpose beyond ourselves that’s pretty robust.  

They joined with the other believers in regular attendance at the apostles' teaching sessions and at the Communion services and prayer meetings.  A deep sense of awe was on them all, and the apostles did many miracles. And all the believers met together constantly and shared everything with each other, selling their possessions and dividing with those in need. They worshiped together regularly at the Temple each day, met in small groups in homes for Communion, and shared their meals with great joy and thankfulness, praising God. The whole city was favorable to them, and each day God added to them all who were being saved. Acts 2:42-47 (Living) 

There once was a community of believers who were so totally devoted to God that their life together was charged with the power of the Holy Spirit.  In that band of Christ-followers, believers loved each other with a radical kind of love.  They took off their masks and shared their lives with one another.  They laughed and cried and prayed and sang and served together in authentic Christian fellowship.  Those who had more shared freely with those who had less until socioeconomic barriers melted away.  People related to each other in ways that bridged gender, and generational gaps, racial chasms and cultural differences.

Acts 2 tells us that this community of believers, this church offered unbelievers a vision of life that was so beautiful that it took their breath away.  It was so bold, so creative, so dynamic, that people couldn’t resist it.  Verse 47 tells us, “the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved…that was the church!

KEY VERSE:  Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.  Eph.  4:15

The local church is the hope of the world.  In a very real way, the future of the world rests in the hands of people like you and me and congregations like ours.  There is nothing like the local church when it is working right.  The power released there is breathtaking, the potential unlimited.  It comforts the grieving and heals the broken hearted.  It offers truth to the confused and bridges to those who are seeking meaning.  It provides resources for those in need and opens its arms to the forgotten, the downtrodden, and the disillusioned.  It breaks the chains of addictions, frees the oppressed.  Wherever there are humans suffering, the church has a greater capacity for healing and wholeness…when it is working right.
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  Matthew 16:13-19
4.  THE CHURCH IS GOD’S
The church is not a creation of human beings.  It is God’s idea and Jesus claims is as his own.  That means is doesn’t get along by popular opinion, or majority vote.  We may have the name “United Methodist” on the door, but when you put “church” after it, then the ownership is God’s.  God’s church – not ours.  Certainly, we call it our church, but we must never forget that it is His.

5. THE CHURCH IS TO BE ABOUT GOD’S BUSINESS
Now, it is a much debated passage, but it tells us that Jesus gives us the keys to the kingdom.  With those keys come freedom, exhilaration, and responsibility.  What we bind and loose here, will be bound and loosed in heaven.  We cannot idly stand by and let the world go on its merry way.

That is why we are so deeply concerned with your neighbors – why we want each of you to be in influence on those around you through small groups focused on God’s values.  That’s why we are so committed to outreach in many areas.  This weekend, four people from our church have traveled to New Jersey for the dedication of one of the churches we helped reconstruct after hurricane Sandy.  

We have a goal to be out somewhere in mission at least once per month.  Locally we have started serving every month thru our Presence weekend, through our ministry at Church of Our Savior, through Sonshine kitchen.  That’s why we will try to reach to our community this Saturday after the parade.  We’ve been given the keys to the kingdom.

I wonder if God has some of the same feelings of trepidation handing us the keys to the Kingdom, that we have handing the keys of our car to our teenage drivers.  Probably not…listen to this passage.

 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.   John 14:11-13  God isn’t concerned, he has said we will do GREATER THINGS.  Let that settle in a bit.

So…..How will we do greater things……Together.

Ephesians 2:21 "We who believe are carefully joined together becoming a holy temple for the Lord."  God is building a spiritual temple, a living one.  And it's going to last forever.  Remember that children’s song, “I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together.  All who follow Jesus, all around the world, Yes, we’re the church together.”  The New Testament tells us that the church is the body of Christ, made up of people who believe in, trust and follow Jesus. God works through His people, the Church, to accomplish his purposes in our world today. 
The Church that Jesus launched was built on the foundation of love.  The first few centuries of the church exploded in spite of persecution because people saw suffering love. Rodney Stark writes about this in his book, The Rise of Christianity.

· When plagues that could wipe out entire towns hit, most people-- including doctors--would run away. The Christians would run to those who were sick. Dionysius, the third century bishop of Alexandria, wrote about the heroic nursing actions of local Christians, many of whom lost their own lives caring for others:
 “Most of our brother Christians showed unbounded love and loyalty, never sparing themselves and thinking only of one another.  Heedless of danger, they took charge of the sick, attending to their every need and ministering to them in Christ, and with them departed this life serenely happy; for they were infected by others with the disease, drawing on themselves the sickness of their neighbors and cheerfully accepting their pains.”  Pg. 82

They knew what they signed up for. They believed that if their death manifested God’s love it was a good death.

· When persecution hit, people saw Christians fed to lions. They saw them impaled, tarred, and set on fire. And yet they heard them pray for the forgiveness of those who were doing this to them.
· When people needed help they sold their possessions and generously gave to the poor.

They understood the foundation on which the church was built. They understood that the church is to look like Jesus. And they could see most clearly what that looked like by going to the cross. It was there they saw suffering love.  The church is God’s idea of how to love the world.  The church is God’s idea, not ours. 

I became part of the answer when the well being of someone else is more important to me than my own well being.
You and I have been so influenced by science that we think that all you have to do is push the right buttons and you will get the right effect.  You push a button, the machine works.  Take the pill and everything gets better.  We often then think that all we have to do is to lay down an argument and they will accept it.  When it comes to people,,,it is all on the voluntary free response.  People do not react how we predict.  You and I can influence someone else for God when we put their well-being ahead of ours...Then their circumstances change.
God couldn’t find anyone to be part of the answer so he said, “I GOTTA GET DOWN THERE!”    GOD’S ANSWER:__Incarnation_____
God did that first through Jesus, now through the Church.

God had the church in mind when he called Abraham and gave him this promise, “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:3) Abraham is the father of the nation of Israel. God used Israel to bring Jesus to the world. Jesus is the descendent of Abraham who brings God’s blessing to the world. God uses the church to take Jesus to the world. Before Jesus ascension, his return to heaven, he commissioned his followers to make disciples of all nations, of all people. (Matthew 28:18-20) He also promised that they would be empowered by the Holy Spirit to be witnesses for him beginning in Jerusalem and stretching to the ends of the earth. 

6.  THE CHURCH WORKS BEST WHEN WE WORK TOGETHER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=go2XubvCqDo
moving a barn
Romans 12 says this "Just as there are many parts to our bodies, so it is with Christ's body.  We are all parts of it and it takes every one of us to make it complete for we all have a different work to do.  So we belong to each other [circle "we belong to each other"] and each needs all the others." 

This verse is literally packed with spiritual truths.  I want you to notice some things in these verses.

	1.  First, notice that in a church we're all different.  We're all unique.  God doesn't want you to be like anybody else.  He made you uniquely you.  He wants you to be you.  He doesn't want you copying anybody else.  You don't have to be like them.  You are unique.

	2.  We all have different roles to play, different work to do, different niches to fill.  In a body not everything does the same thing.  Can you imagine if all the parts of your body did the same thing?  Like, every part of your body did the digestion.  That would be redundant and uncomfortable because you have a lot of other things to do besides just digest food.  It would be unnecessary too.  We have different roles to play in the body of Christ.
	3.  We are all needed to make the body complete.  The hand can't say to the foot, "I don't need you," and the ear can't say to the nose, "I don't need you."  We're all needed in the body of Christ.  Some parts of your body are very small but they're still needed.  You may think that “In this big body of Christ called First church, I'm just a toenail on the body."  Have you ever lost a toenail?  Do you notice it when it's gone?  Even when the littlest part of your body gets hurt, you notice it.  If your little finger gets smashed, the rest of your body hurts.  There are no little people in the body of Christ.  And if you're at First church, you are needed here in the body of Christ.  You're not here by accident.  God brought you here because you have a role to play in this body of the body of Christ.  

	4.  We all need to be connected to each other.  When you're disconnected you're not very effective.  What good is an eyeball detached from the body?  None.  An eyeball cannot see at all unless it is attached to a body.  What good is a hand if it's detached from a body?  None.  A hand cannot do anything unless it's connected to a body.  Here's the parallel: God wants you to be connected to His body because you can't be effective as a Christian, as a believer, to grow spiritually without being connected.  Why did God choose the body as an illustration of what the church is to be?  Because in a body, all the parts grow together.  They grow in harmony.  If your leg gets detached from your body, can it grow?  No.  If your arm gets detached from your body can it grow?  No.  I don't know how to say it any clearer than this: You cannot be all God wants you to be and you cannot grow to be what God wants you to be without being attached to a body, a church, a church home.  This is the second most important connection in life.  The most important connection is your connection to God, Jesus Christ.  Once you've got that one down the second most important connection in your life is get connected to God's body, the body of Christ, so that you can grow.Ephesians 4 teaches that “In Christ’s body we’re all connected to each other…”

KEY APPLICATION:  WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES THIS MAKE IN THE WAY I LIVE?
4. You belong – So many people are looking for connections in all the wrong places.  You have a seat at the table here.   We all belong to each other.  The Christian life is not just a matter of believing.  It's a matter of belonging.  You say, "I believe in Jesus."  Great!  You're halfway there.  But you need to belong to His body.  What good is a body part that's detached from the body?  We all belong to each other.  You make a commitment to Jesus Christ and you make a commitment to other Christians and say, "That's going to be the body I'll be a part of."  Some of you need to take the step of membership – committing to this fellowship.

5. You are part of God’s plan.   – As a member of the church, you are on the front lines of what God wants to do in the world.  You are part of a movement that is larger than yourself.  When we were working on our new vision and mission statements, one of the people working on it made a statement that impacted me.  As we were settling on the wording they said, “That’s a vision I could give my life to…..”

God invites us to join in the work.  We have a responsibility to God and to each other.
6. You will be formed by the church.  God will use others in the church to help us grow.  While it is true that we can grow on our own, we will never grow as far or as fast as when we are in fellowship with others who are being formed also.
 “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor:  If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.  But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.”  Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

Well, this old building is going to cease being a church as soon as we leave.  Now, that building belongs to God, but the church is getting ready to leave to go BE the church out where Jesus wants you to be.  So, the body of Christ gathers in a home around the table - a mother, a dad, some children, or a mom and her children - you know, Christ’s presence goes with you.  It’s not locked up in the tabernacle like it was in the Old Testament, but rather the presence of God is on the move in our lives, if we gather in his name.  The church is on the move when you go to work – invading that space, claiming it for the King of Kings, Lord of Lords.

The world needs us.  That’s why Jesus left us here. The world needs the church…a church that loves like Jesus.

Ok – Get busy!!!  Now, get out of here and BE the church.



