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Never tell people what they want to hear, TELL them only what they need to know!  And the church is in desperate need today to hear the voice of God again. For that alone will revolutionize your life as a Christian & make it real, not just language, but LIFE!M. Thomas
(Show YouTube clip of Major Thomas - 58 sec )                                                                                                              

Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.    EPH. 4:15, Pg. 89

In John 14:11 – 13, Jesus made an interesting yet perplexing statement:
“Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”
As his followers, we will do the same things Jesus did. What a tall order! But then we “will do even greater things than these”? Greater? How could we possibly do this?
Years ago, an issue of Proceedings of the National Academy of Science reported that a supercolony of ants was discovered, stretching thousands of miles from the Italian Riviera along the coastline to northwest Spain. This was the largest cooperative unit ever recorded, according to Swiss, French, and Danish scientists who studied the phenomenon. The colony consisted of billions of Argentine ants living in millions of nests and cooperating with one another. Normally, ants from different nests will fight, but the researchers concluded the ants in this particular supercolony were close enough genetically to recognize one another.
Laurent Keller of the University of Lausanne, Switzerland, summed it up: “Cooperation allowed the colonies to develop at much higher densities than would normally occur. This led to the greatest cooperative unit ever discovered.”
Individually, we can never do “greater things” than Jesus, yet just like those early followers we read about in the book of Acts, who worked in cooperation and recognition among their brothers and sisters, we can indeed accomplish His works in great volume across the street and around the world. This adds a new twist to Prov. 6:6: "Go to the ant you sluggard, consider its ways and be wise!"
KEY QUESTION: How does God accomplish his purposes today?
    In the Old Testament, God was in an ongoing relationship with the nation of Israel to reveal His name, His identity, & His plan to the nations. Every account written regarding Israel was intended to point people to the first coming of Jesus. But after Christ came to earth, did the work the Father sent him to do, died on the cross, defeated sin and death through the resurrection, & returned to heaven, God commissioned a new community. A convergence of Jews & Gentiles sharing in a new life together, as a family called the church.
The Bible teaches us this church is the primary — yet not exclusive — method to be used in accomplishing God’s purposes on into eternity. Today — a vital mission in this body of believers is to point people toward the second coming of Christ.
The person who embraces salvation by grace, as we discussed in the Salvation KEY Truth #3 sermon, is inducted and integrated into the church as a full member.
While it is true a person expressing faith in Christ can gain salvation and never become an active member in God’s church, this absence of community will create a hindrance not unlike a train with no track or a car with no wheels. The identity may be in place, but there’s no purpose to the existence.
KEY IDEA: I believe the church is God’s primary way to accomplish HIS purposes on earth.
    In 1 Corinthians, Paul uses language regarding the human body to describe how the body of Christ works to function and find its purpose:
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body — whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free — and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. I Cor. 12:12-14
Since any belief system is always just one generation away from extinction, we must ask how we are doing today in becoming what Paul describes here. Over the past few decades, we’ve seen a strong trend of young people walking away from the church when they left their parents’ home and their home church. But we’ve also seen many coming back into the fold after “settling down” to family and career. Today we see a new trend — leaving & not coming back.
Certainly we would all admit that the church far too often doesn’t look the way Christ intends it to look. In fact, many today readily confess to not really having a problem with Jesus as much as with His bride, the church. Then there are those in our fast-paced, breakneck-speed culture who struggle to be a part of church, because they just can’t add one more activity to their life list, especially if they no longer see the relevance in the time investment. Does our attitudes, actions, services offer Truths that are so KEY, practices that are so VITAL and transforming life characteristics so desirable that others wouldn’t want to be anywhere else! Are we a bride being adorned, prepared for her groom who is coming or are are we too busy mutilating ourselves! Are we becoming a grace-filled bride or a bitter one? Is kindness and compassion hallmark characteristics in our life or are we known for judgementalism and harshness? Is humility and hospitality readily evident or are we arrogant and selfish or “private”?  Are we too busy looking at the short comings of others to notice our own reflection in the mirror of God’s Truth?
But trends and statistics aside, in light of God’s commands regarding his body, there are tremendous benefits in being a part of the church — the great community of believers who are daily advancing his kingdom.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
In the body of Christ, we belong to a family focused on all the things of God, which are good, right, and healthy.
Paul writes these words in his letter to the Philippians:
Brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me — put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. Phil. 4:8-9
As a pastor, I have met with countless people who struggle with church. As we talk and delve into their lives, I typically find one of two things: 
	First, they have never truly been a part of this level of community and relationship, so 		they don’t understand what is available and can be added to their lives. Simply 		put, you can’t fully know what you’re missing if you’ve never experienced it. 	Second, a community they’ve been a part of in the past tore them down and caused 		hurt. Even if they had contributed to the conflict, the experience created a 		physical and emotional avoidance, which is often difficult to overcome.
Yet, when the church functions as God intends, nothing else on earth works quite like it. Christ’s bride is not an organization, but rather an organism. It’s not so much about the hype of programs, but the health of people. She’s not a building, but a body. When submitted to God and serving together in true community, the church is a family that will surround people with strength and grace, while continually pointing toward the abundant life in Christ. Christians don’t go to CHURCH on Sundays, the Church gathers to worship on Sundays. Seekers come to discover who the CHURCH is and what do they have that I might need! In reading chapter 6 this week I was - Seized by a Vision! - of what a church could be if led by the Holy Spirit!
There is nothing like the church when it’s working right. The local church is the hope of the world.” – Bill Hybels
In the body of Christ, we will grow healthier in our walk with God.
Certainly we can grow spiritually on our own, but when we join in and get in step with a body of believers, it can accelerate our growth through accountability and synergy.
Accountability simply means everyone in the group has each other’s back, & everyone is encouraged to grow & mature. This communal expectation assumes we will grow. You’ve joined a team with a clear goal & motivation for each individual member’s success.
Synergy means the cohesion of the group is a greater force than the individual sum of its members. Together, they produce an overall stronger result than if each person works alone toward the same goal. As the writer of Ecclesiastes teaches:
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor:
If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.
But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.  Eccl. 4:9-10

The Calgary Stampede has been known for many years as one of the premier rodeos in the world. One of their most exciting and anticipated events is the Heavy Horse Pull. The story is told of the year when a horse pulled 9,000 pounds, while another pulled 8,000 pounds. At the end of the event, the owners of the top two horses decided to see what the two horses could do working together. Teamed up, you’d expect them to pull 17,000 pounds, right? Wrong. When harnessed together, they pulled 30,000 pounds!
The law of synergism caused the combined action of the two horses to be greater than the sum of their efforts working alone. Oddly enough, it’s like saying 1 + 1 = 3. But, more accurately, it’s more about multiplication than addition. Much more can be done through team effort than can be accomplished solo. And this truth leads perfectly into our next point. 
In the body of Christ, we become a part of a movement larger than ourselves.
Studies of the Millennial Generation — those whose birth years range from 1980 to 2000 — reveal the importance and power of relationships. While these people represent the least religious generation in American history, they also deeply value service to others by working together. What at first glance seems to be bad news for the church may actually turn into a powerful motivator for involvement in ministry. Thankfully, God knows exactly the dynamics of each generation and also what it takes to engage them in his kingdom.4
If we wake up every morning focused on ourselves and wondering why the world isn’t making us happy, this approach to life isn’t going to be satisfying and fulfilling in the long term. But when we engage in the church and see ourselves as a part of a far larger plan and purpose, we are infused with the power of eternity. We can indeed accomplish those “greater things” Christ referred to.
   Let’s go to  Matthew 16:18: I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.  Pg. 92-93
    What gives us confidence that the church will outlive & outlast every other organization, dynasty, and empire in the world is - who is building it, who is sustaining it, who is protecting it, who’s regenerating it, who’s re-creating it from age to age. And that’s none other than Jesus himself. God’s Son. Second Person of the Trinity. Savior of the world. Sustainer of the church until the end of time. Don’t worry about it.  
    Almost forty years ago, sitting in a college classroom, Bill Hybels listening to Dr. B., would talk about this text: I will build my church. Jesus speaking. And he said:
 “Students, you do realize that this is the only thing Jesus is doing between his Ascension and his return? It’s the only thing he’s doing.” 
    He’s not directing the angelic choir; they’re singing fine without him. He’s not fretting about the planets spinning out of their orbits; they’re behaving nicely. He’s not taking long naps or doing crossword puzzles. He’s full-time, focused attention, 24/7 building his church, the hope of the world. He’s building it in Singapore, in Sydney, Mumbai, Mexico City, Shanghai, and Chicago. He knows it’s the hope of the world. 
    And please understand, if you take nothing else away from this talk … Please understand that one of the greatest privileges in all of life is when Jesus taps you on the shoulder and says: Hey, Phil - Hey, Pam - Hey, Jason - Hey, Ashley, I’ve a critical role for you to play in the church I’m building, the hope of the world. Part of the reason I called you to myself and redeemed you from sin and gifted you with gifts and filled you with the Holy Spirit and prepared you with the dings and bruises you’ve had in your life was for you to be able to step into this particular critical role in the church that I’m building. I need you. Will you join me in building my church? “
    I remind you it’s the hope of the world. If you have ever felt that kind of tap on your shoulder—and, I have—and you grasp the enormity of God’s Son, the Savior of the world, inviting you, in your brokenness and in mine, with all your hang-ups and all of mine, to join him in building his church for his glory for the sake of the world, how in God’s name do you say no to that? 
    It’s still one of the great mysteries of my life: How do sincere Christ-followers say no when God taps them on the shoulder and says he has a role for them? 
    How does a Christian say: Even though you’re building your church and I understand it’s the hope of the world, I’m pretty busy building my thing. I’m pretty busy building my career and pretty busy building my reputation, my net worth, my retirement. So you go ahead and you keep building what you’re building - LORD, and I’ll keep building what I’m building. Don’t be that guy. Don’t be that woman. Don’t be that student. 
    The morning prayer of every sincere believer in Christ on planet Earth should be: 
“Jesus, this new day I freshly commit myself to the role that you have invited me to play as you are building your church in this world. Jesus, I am awestruck in the dawn hours that you are inviting me into the grand life-giving/world-transforming enterprise. So today, Jesus, I joyfully give you my love. I give you my heart, my talents, my energies, my creativity, my faithfulness, my resources, my gratitude. I commit all of myself to you and to the role you would have me play in building your church. I will bring it. I will bring it every day. I will bring it until my last day. I will bring it for your glory. I will bring it for the sake of a world that needs it. Your mine and I’m yours.” 
    Can you imagine if two billion people in the world today who claim to be Christians would pray that morning prayer and mean it? Closer to home, can you imagine if the 600 Christ-followers who toss around the word ‘New Hope’ and say it’s their home … What would happen to this church if every BELIEVER in it prayed a prayer like that every morning? And meant it? 
    The gates of hell would melt in front of us. This church would prevail in ways that would be written about for the rest of human history. We would see demonstrations of supernatural power reminiscent of and perhaps surpassing what was seen in Acts 2. But you’ve got to mean that prayer every morning. BELIEVE it, Live it and bring it. 
    I’m grateful for each and every one of you—I mean it—who says yes to Jesus every day. Because we’re the church, you see. We’re the church. We’re the hands and feet of Jesus Christ. We’re stewarding the message that can change the composition of people’s lives. We, the church, are the hope of the world as we advertise DEITY and tell the Story of Jesus. 
    So I call you, unapologetically, to full devotion to Christ. I call you, unapologetically, to forfeit lesser dreams. I call you, unapologetically, to give the best of yourself. The best of your creativity, effort, talents, gifts, and resources to this one thing that human history is depending on: the local church, the hope of the world.
    It’s important that we don’t forget the purpose for which we’ve been built.
    The Taj Mahal is regarded as one of the most beautiful buildings in all the world. What you may not know is how the building of that structure came about. It was begun after the death of the wife of emperor Shah Jahan. He was devastated at her death and resolved to honor her by constructing a temple that would serve as her tomb. Her coffin was placed in the center of a large parcel of land, and construction of the temple began around it. No expense would be spared to make her final resting place magnificent.
    But as the weeks turned into months, the Shah’s grief over his wife’s death turned into a passion for the building project. He no longer mourned her absence. The construction consumed him. One day, while walking from one side of the construction site to the other, his leg bumped against a wooden box. The prince brushed the dust off his leg and ordered the worker to throw the box out. 
    What Shah Jahan didn’t know is that he had ordered the disposal of the coffin of his late wife. And so the one the temple was intended to honor was forgotten, but the temple was erected anyway.
    There is the same danger with church buildings and with churches. If we’re not careful, we can forget the purpose for which we were constructed. We can become so consumed with the building process, that we forget the one in whose honor the building is intended.
    Peter calls us back to our purpose, to proclaim the praises of him who called us. The verb translated “proclaim” means “to tell, to show forth, to advertise.” We live in a world of darkness, a world that doesn’t know God. It is our responsibility to “proclaim the praises of him who called [us] out of darkness into his marvelous light.”
    We don’t exist so that people can say, “What a great building this is”. We don’t even exist so that people can say, “What a great bunch of people this is.” We exist so that people can look at us and say, “What a great God!”
    “Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.” (Psalm 127:1a).
    This morning, as we close the lesson & extend the invitation, I call you, unapologetically, to full devotion to Christ. I call you, unapologetically, to forfeit lesser dreams. I call you, unapologetically, to give the best of yourself. The best of your creativity, effort, talents, gifts, and resources to this one thing that human history is depending on: the local church, the hope of the world.
I remind you one last time, what does God use as the primary vehicle to get his “Upper Story” intertwined with our “Lower Story”? - - The church.
So, to think like Jesus, we must ask ourself this question: “Do I believe I have a role and responsibility in the church for God to use me in accomplishing his purposes today?” 

WELCOME:


Announcements:

	Save The DATE:  Hope Fest - Oct. 24

	Children’s Drama Rehearsal - Today

	Church Golf Tournament  &  Hubbard/Baro in November.

	!040i - Goal Exceeded & Applications this week!

	widow to widow - Monday. Oct 6

	6 spots for BSF Study. See bulletin

Prayer
	Mariann Ramirez, Lisa Perez’s Mom - stage 4 liver cancer
	Steve Berg - Back Surgery 
	Vida Baughn & Diane Fletcher & Karen Liles
	Angelich Family - Dot; Thelma Chase - Fern Woods Sister 10/8
	Actis Family

Believe, a series to challenge us with:
		10 KEY Truths; 10 KEY Practices; & 10 KEY Virtues. 

    TODAY we are on KEY Truth -	#6 - The CHURCH	
						#5 - Identity in Christ -
						#4 - The Bible - 
						#3 - Salvation     
						#2 - Personal God
						#1 - GOD

Sign the WALL


