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    Have you ever experienced an identity crisis?  Something like: “Oh you must be Tim’s son, wife, sister?”  Then it changes: “oh, you’re Chad’s dad?”  Have you ever moved from a place where you knew everybody and everybody knew you - NOW, you don’t know anybody and people are asking “who are you?”  
	Teenagers often ask “Who am I?” - trying to get out of the shadow of their parents; 	Mid-life crisis victims often ask “Who am I?” trying to get out of their own shadow; 	Retired seniors often ask the same question “Who am I?” - just trying to find a 		shadow to stand in - It seems to be an ageless question!
    Theorist Erik Erikson coined the term "identity crisis" and believed that it was one of the most important conflicts people face in development. According to Erikson, an identity crisis is a time of intensive analysis and exploration of different ways of looking at oneself. Those with a status of having a scattered identity tend to feel out of place in the world and don't pursue a sense of true identity.
    We have a society full of people with very little confidence and a whole lot of insecurities!
There are so many areas of our lives that are affected by what we think about ourselves, our identity, and our confidence.
    I would suggest that the following things directly mirror our confidence/identity:
Behavior, Attitude, Insecurities/securities, Ability to do or accomplish things, Success; 
Relationships with others are seriously affected by our perception of ourselves,     Relationship wit Christ.
This morning I want to remind or assist you in discovering a few things that God believes about YOU.
	•Simply hearing what I am going to share with you is probably not going to make a 		difference in you. Mainly because you have probably heard it all before.
	•My hope this morning is that you would work very intentionally at BELIEVING these 		truths (not just hearing them).
	•You see I think that our belief about who we are in Christ needs to be a part of our 		core value system!
	•We must believe it emphatically & enthusiastically!.
“He has identified us as his own by placing the Holy Spirit in our hearts.” (2 Cor. 1:22a NLT)
Our faith will grow stronger as you focus on your identity in Christ (Galatians 2).
What this means is that we should abandon any image of ourself that is not from God. We stop accepting what others have said about us, how others have labeled us, and how others have defined us.
We’re not defined by our feelings. We’re not defined by the opinions of others or by our circumstances. We’re not defined by our successes or failures. We’re not defined by the car we drive, the money we make, or the house we say we own when the bank really does.
We are defined by God and God alone. He identifies us as his own (2 Cor. 1:22).
The thing is, if we don’t know who we are, then we’re vulnerable to other people telling us who we are. But the concrete, solid, gospel truth is that we are who God says we are, and no one else has a vote in the matter.
This “identity issue” is an important part of living the abundant life. Jesus was able to face the incredible demands of his mission because he knew exactly who he was. He knew that he mattered to His Father, and that gave him confidence to move purposefully in faith.
We often want a god of our own molding & shaping rather than the God who wants to mold & shape! Why - because we can blame HIM when things don’t go our way. We are now identified with Christ and have the power of the Holy Spirit within us. 
    Charles Colson writes in his book, How Shall We Live, the solution to the modern day identity crisis of the American Christian. "How do we redeem a culture? How do we rise to the opportunity before us at the start of a new millennium? The answer is simple: from the inside out. From the individual to the family to the community, and then outward in ever widening ripples. We must begin by understanding what it means to live by Christian worldview principles in our own behavior and choices. Unless we do, we will interpret the biblical commands according to the spirit of the age and will therefore be conformed to the world rather than to God's Word". SHOW video - We found HOPE and in that hope we found identity! I may be broken on the outside, but my identity is known on the outside!

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.        JOHN 1:12 - Pg. 72
    At 4:48 a.m. on October 3, 1987, Rozanne and Randy Frazee had their second child. It had been a long night of pushing and coaching. To top it off, Randy had flulike symptoms. When David finally emerged, he was overjoyed. They already had a girl, but now - a boy. Life is perfect and complete, he thought. Then he looked down & noticed their son’s left arm — everything below his elbow was missing!
Randy apparently turned white as a ghost, causing the nurses to usher him out of the room. They directed him to a stainless steel sink in case he needed to stick my head in it & throw up. He didn’t get sick, but he did have a bunch of questions & thoughts swimming through his head.
What about playing baseball with my son?
What about his first day in kindergarten, and the painful feelings that would bring?
What about the mean kids in junior high school tearing down an easy mark to build themselves up?
What about on his wedding day when the minister — asks his bride to repeat her vows, while she places the ring on his wedding finger? He doesn’t have one. It won’t matter; what girl will want a boy who’s missing a hand?
The final question poured into Randy’s head involuntarily: “Will I love him?” I had wanted and expected a different outcome. Will I be able to accept my son the same way I do my daughter?” 
Randy wasn’t sure how much time passed as the questions flooded his mind, but eventually a nurse came back to get him. When he reentered the delivery room, another nurse was holding their son, and he was wrapped in a warm blanket. She handed David to Randy, and he held him. Instantly, he said, “I love him! He’s was my son.” It suddenly became so simple.
One of the most important indicators of your happiness and quality of life will come from the answer to this key question.
KEY QUESTION:    Who am I?      Who do you think you are?
    If you like your answer to this question, you have a good foundation on which to build your life. If you hate your answer to this question, it is not going to go well with you. If you aren’t sure yet, this will help.
Here is Jesus’ answer to you and for you . . .
KEY IDEA: I believe I am significant because of my position as a child of God.
Psychology tells us some of the major factors necessary to have a healthy self-esteem are:
	• to feel loved
	• to have a sense of purpose
	• to feel secure
	• to feel significant
	• to have a sense of belonging
If we believe God to be who he claims to be, then it is safe to say he is “The Ultimate Somebody.” Along with what we’ve declared thus in this series:
	God: I believe the God of the Bible is the only true God--Father, Son & Holy Spirit
	Personal God: I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily life
	Salvation: I Believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by God’s grace 			through faith in Jesus Christ.
	The Bible: I believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides my beliefs and 			action, 
we also may believe we have been accepted and adopted by “The Ultimate Somebody” & now gain our identity, love, purpose, security, significance, & belonging in & through him. 

The words of Scripture remind us that we are welcomed into God’s family as his children:
To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.  JOHN 1:12   Pg. 72
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 1 John 3:1
If Randy’s love for his son David can be so true and deep, how much more is this true about God’s love for us, His children?
A second important question to ask is, “Whose voice am I listening to?” The answer to this question significantly impacts our view of who we are. ALERT: most of us hear voices!
Often, the voice being heard today echoes from our past, possibly from decades ago. Maybe words from . . .
	• an abusive parent or a belligerent employer
	• a bitter ex-spouse or a belittling boyfriend or girlfriend
	• a bullying coach or a manipulative pastor
	• a small-town gossip or a rejection letter or an online comment
Or maybe the voice you hear is not a human one, but an inaudible scream from a scene you keep viewing. Maybe it’s . . .
	• the cover of Success or Sport Illustrated magazine, Vanity or GQ
	• the address down the street where the Joneses live
	• the image on the computer or TV screen
	• the reflection in the mirror every morning
Or maybe the source of some of those voices are the result of:
	• poor choices, bad circumstances, unfortunate environments! or possibly from Past       Success or accomplishment we keep reliving, or unmet expectations or broken dreams!
Or maybe the source of some of those voices are the result of:
	•  circumstances: I’m single-wished I was married, or married-wished I was single. ,
We must identify the voice (or voices) telling us who we are. The great news is that no matter to whom we have listened, or for how long, God wants to tell us exactly who we are. The moment we profess faith in him, we receive a new identity. God’s voice will not only whisper to us each day we are his, but it will also silence the voices that for far too long have lied to us about who we are. But just as so many of us have repeated the lies we eventually believed, we can start to continually listen to God and repeat who we are in Him so we can believe His truth and act on it.
1. As a believer in Jesus Christ, we are a child of God and heir to his kingdom.  Pg. 82
(If) we are children, (then) we are heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. Rom. 8:17
Our time on earth is to be spent loving our Father and building His kingdom, which he freely shares with us — now and in eternity. He has given us full access to himself,           HIS character, HIS gifts, and HIS qualities.
2. As a believer in Jesus Christ, we are a temple of God’s dwelling.
Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?  1 Cor. 3:16 Pg. 87
Being the temple for God’s dwelling shines an entirely new light and responsibility on taking care of our bodies, minds, and spirits. Our new motive in caring for ourselves is not to be loved and accepted by people on the outside, but rather to care for ourselves because of God, who lives on the inside. This also challenges and inspires us in our daily behavior, because we now take God with us everywhere we go.
3. As a believer in Jesus Christ, we are a new creation.                                                                       	If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!             												2 Cor. 5:17 
God sees us as totally different beings — new creations — because of his Son, who now resides in our souls. One day, as promised in the book of Revelation, God will start over with a new heaven and a new earth — and all we will see, and know, is the new! Until then, let us start seeing ourselves as God sees us, and living up to his vision for us, starting today.
4. As a believer in Jesus Christ, we are a member of the body of Christ.
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 1 Cor. 12:27
As a member of the body of Christ, you now belong to the largest family in existence. You have a seat at God’s table, and one day you will sit at his table in full view of Christ himself. This great family, led by our Father, gives us a unique sense of eternal purpose and calling. Our talents and gifts take on significant meanings to the people around us, as well as to the kingdom as a whole. There is no greater purpose than to be associated with the purposes of God through his body, his family. Paul likens this connecting concept to a growing and maturing physical body:
Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 												Eph. 4:15-16
5. As a believer in Jesus Christ, we are a citizen of heaven.
Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ. Phil. 3:20
I have a passport. It contains my name, address, and picture, but most importantly, it is an official document that tells anyone in the world I am a citizen of the United States. I can go to any foreign country, but I’m always freely allowed back into the U.S., because my citizenship is located here. The passport is my proof.
As followers of Christ and citizens of heaven, it does not matter what nation we are from, what race we are, or what our income level or IQ is, for when the day of the Lord comes, we have access through the gates of heaven because Jesus has officially declared us free to pass into his kingdom. This is where I belong! The indwelling Spirit — the one in whom we are marked with a seal — is our passport. Eph. 1:13-14
We now have a higher standard, because we are called not only to abide by the laws of the land, but also to adhere to the laws of heaven. If Christians will walk in obedience to both, we will impact the world more deeply for Christ.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
If you truly embrace in your heart your new identity in Christ, a significant difference will be seen in the way you approach each day.
1. Because of our new identity in Christ, we am free from condemnation.
What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. Rom. 7:24 - 8:2
Many people struggle with accepting God’s grace and mercy. But Paul’s declaration of “no condemnation” means judgment, accusation, and bondage to sin are no more. We must believe in the work of Christ and walk into his freedom. 
When Satan tries to condemn us, Jesus acts as our advocate & attorney. He stands before the Father to say, “I object. They’ve been acquitted of these charges.” Ro. 8:34
When another human tries to tell you that you are insignificant or treat you like you are worthless, don’t listen to them. In Christ, this is simply not true.
2. Because of our new identity in Christ, our worth comes from our position in Christ, NOT 	our performance.
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” Matt. 11:28-29
Notice Jesus is not talking just about being physically tired, because he expressly says, “You will find rest for your souls.” It is exhausting work to try to prove our worth and perform to gain significance, and it causes us to be “weary and burdened.” Christ alone offers the freedom from the tyranny of any demands for approval. He gives us a place at his table — secure in our position in him because of who he is and what he has done for us.               

3. Because of our new identity in Christ, we live to express who we are in Christ, not to 	prove who we are.
One of the classic movies is the 1981 Academy Award – winning film Chariots of Fire, the true story of Eric Liddell and Harold Abrahams. Liddell, a Christian Scotsman, and Abrams, a Jew, both ran in the 1924 Olympics. The movie depicts how they both ran and won gold medals. The difference? Harold Abrahams ran to prove who he was, while Eric Liddell ran to express who he knew he was in Christ.
There is a scene in which Liddell’s sister is deeply concerned because she senses that his running is pulling him away from their commitment to go to China as missionaries. He looks deep into his sister’s eyes and says, “I believe God made me for a purpose, but he also made me fast. And when I run, I feel his pleasure.” Eric ran in the Olympics, and yet he later went on to serve the Lord in China.
One of the most mystical, yet amazing ways we know we are truly expressing who we are in Christ is by using the gifts he gives and tapping into the heart of God to “feel his pleasure,” as Liddell poetically described it. It’s feeling deep down that this kingdom activity I’m engaged in is a gift from my Creator and the reason I’m on this planet.   
4. Because of our new identity in Christ, we can focus on building others up, not tearing them down.
If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 1 John 4:15-17
The more we know and accept who we are in Christ, the more our behavior will begin to reflect our true identity. It will translate into not allowing anyone or anything to devalue who we are in Christ.
We will be set free: 
To use our words for building bridges, not burning them. 
To use our hands to hug, not hurt. 
To use our feet to bring to, not take away. 
To use our hearts to inspire, not conspire. 
To raise the level of any room we are in, not bring it down.
As we love God and grow deeper in our love for him, we will then, anywhere and everywhere we go, be Jesus with skin on. This is truly thinking like Jesus! 
    Randy’s son, David, is now 26 years old. As it turned out, he played every sport imaginable — more than Randy ever did, and with better results. He was all-conference in football. Numerous articles were written about him, and Fox aired a wonderful segment on his athletic accomplishments. He is married to a beautiful and intelligent Christian journalist. He is an attorney with a major firm in Indianapolis. Most of all, David is a modern-day Eric Liddell. He knows who he is in Christ, and he runs each day to express himself versus trying to prove who he is. A little of this mind-set has even rubbed off on his dad.
So let me ask you: If you have received Christ as your Savior, do you believe and rest in your new identity in him? If not, why not? When you received Christ, such a decision wasn’t just meant for the age to come; it was meant to give you a life of immense freedom and rest now as well. Grab hold of it! 

We found HOPE and in that hope we found identity! 
I may be broken on the outside, but my identity is known on the outside!
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