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[bookmark: _GoBack]SERIES: BELIEVE, Week 5 – IDENTITY
DATE: October 19, 2014
SERMON: IDENTITY IN CHRIST  
KEY QUESTION: Who am I?
KEY IDEA: I believe I am significant because of my position as a child of God 
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in how I live?
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW? 
They are LOVED - john 3:16
They are SIGNIFICANT and have PURPOSE  - 1 corinthians 3:16 (God in you), matthew 11:28-30 (Your significance is not in effort), ephesians 2:10 (you are his most splendid work), ephesians 2:10 (you are designed for purpose)
They BELONG - 1 corinthians 12:27, Ephesians 4:15-16 (one body). Philippians 3:20 (citizens)
WHY DO THEY NEED TO KNOW IT? This is the identity of a Child of God. 
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO DO? Place their Identity in God’s hands and live in his image - Abraham & Zacchaeus Genesis 17:1-7, Luke 19:1-9; John 1:12 - Child of God
WHY DO THEY NEED TO DO IT? Any other identity if inferior, a half life and a nothing eternity
PRACTICAL STEPS :  	Identify where you get any negative images of yourself from			
OVERVIEW SCRIPTURE: John 1:12, 1 John 3:1
MEDIA: 
NOTES: 
BENEDICTION: 1 john 4:15-17



[bookmark: h.ww1yhknbm3a7]opener
Who am I?
Who am I? has to be one of the most important and most asked questions in our lifetimes. Whether we ask it audibly or subconsciously we all want to know who we are. “What is our identity?”
This is why if you are observant you will notice that almost all commercials are leaning into this question. If you are really country then you’ll wear Levi Jeans, if you are really wealthy you’ll drive a lexus, if you really do love america you’ll vote for ____________! It is all angling at the big question. Who are you? And if you are __________ how can you be sure?
If you’re on facebook and you’ve got a life to waste then you can take the thousand of “identity” quizes. Things like;
What Disney Character are you most like?
What Dog are you?
What Greek God are you?
What President are you?
What Superhero, Walking Dead Character, Pretty Little Liar, Soccer Player, Tree, Element are you?
How Minnesotan are you? My concern is that I was 7% and a few months later it was 15% dontcha know. Very concerning
The reason that these things exist are that we all have a deeply rooted desire to find out who we are, in the fashion that as kids we all had that fantasy that we were actually a long lost prince from a far away land and that one day you’ll be found and made into royalty. Or is that just an englishman’s dream.
The reason that we are talking about Identity today is because way too many of us go through life with out liking the answer to the question “Who am I?”. If there is even one person we know that doesn’t like the answer to that question it is one too many but the truth is that most of us struggle to be okay with the answer we find. 
[bookmark: h.ay7b61veuq2i]transition
So as we can probably see all around us, a person, generation or nation that does not know it’s identity can be in very dire circumstance, leading to all sorts of negative and destructive behaviours. This issue should and is something for us to be concerned about.
Pythagoras, a leading mind in the areas of Metaphysics, Music,Mathematics, Ethics, Politics in the 6th Century BC said - Concern should drive us into action and not into a depression.
[bookmark: h.m13mkxy656lu]
[bookmark: h.xpj9hbsxp0lp]key belief - I am significant because of my position as a child of God
Now, to make that statement and mean it is a lot harder than it should be. First of all, if you don’t identify as a follower of Jesus or as a Christian then this could seem like a redundant conversation but please  don’t switch off though. Listen to what God has to say and if his view of your true identity is no better than your view then you can be on your way. 

So why do we have a often have a less than positive view of ourselves. It usually comes down to listening to the wrong voices about our significance, our worth and our purpose. Be it a parent, spouse, ex-spouse, boyfriend, girlfriend, best friend, coach, employer, pastor. If they are communicating anything less than your true worth as a child of God, and you give them the place of God as to how you view you, then the results should not surprise. Because no matter the intent or motive, your identity being in the words, acceptance and reaction of another is placing your life in the stock market, there is no consistency. People don’t have the right or ability to hold your identity, God does. Why? Because he is the only one that claims to have given you your identity.
[bookmark: h.ko2iwj2pk12h]Genesis 1:26New Living Translation (NLT)
26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings[a] in our image, to be like us.
If that is true then from this point forth God is the one who would have the most insight into how you tick and ultimately what identity he created you to bear.
[bookmark: h.dhe6gb3q1mo9]transition
I have always been a fan of Psychology. Define as an academic and applied discipline that involves the scientific study of mental functions and behaviors. I took some classes in it as a youth and was amazed as to how a very simple observation into behaviour could explain so much of myself and those around me. I see this also as I study the bible. It speak in the same way to me and reveals things I could never quite grasp on my own.
So when we ask the question Who am I? The answer to that question or rather how we feel about that answer has been broken down into a few major factors by psychologist in general.
So how I view myself and whether I am happy with that view is based on the following.
AM I LOVED
AM I SIGNIFICANT
DO I HAVE PURPOSE
DO I BELONG
Learning this it does not surprise me that through the bible God goes to such great lengths to make clear the answers to these questions. Drilling them into the heads of the believers and calling everyone to understand that these questions are supposed to not put you into depression, but to draw you to action. The action is finding the answer in God’s words to us.
The first four messages in this series have really been pointing to this, you. How does this all impact you and your relationship with God. If God really is who he says he is, if he sacrificed himself for you, if he wrote it all down in his book. What does all that mean for me?
Jeff gave an awesome message last week on the the purpose and reasoning for the bible. Why it exists, why it is important and how we can use it. If you missed that or any of the others then you can check it out online at epiphanystation.com. 
In summary we declared that a core belief of a Christian is that “The Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides my beliefs and action.”
So when we talk about identity it is crucial that we understand that the Bible is, for one reason amongst others, created so that we can accurately see who we are. So that is what we are going to do, if you have a bible with you you can follow along, we will also have it on the screen and if you’re aiming for an A+ today you can follow the message outline in the program.
So we are going to walk through them, because if we are going to believe we are significant because of our position as a child of God we need to know what that position in his family looks like, how the father views me as his child.

1. [bookmark: h.nlf9wsyw4ti5]am i loved?
One of the most used, memorized, bumper stickered identifiers from God comes from the book of John, a book written to narrate Jesus the son of Gods’ time on earth. It was written first hand by one of Jesus disciples, his name was Bob. It was John.

Early on in the book Jesus was explaining, to a guy called Nicodemus, the purpose of Jesus as a saviour. It reads like this;

[bookmark: h.1l4dfrdo7wdy]John 3:16New Living Translation (NLT)
16 “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.
This is the definitive declaration that you and I, are loved. Loved so unspeakable much by God that it seemed like the only way that much love could be understood would be for him to sacrifice himself for it.
In the world we live in I don’t know of a more beautiful declaration of love from one human being to another than for someone to give up their life for the other. This is why whether we agree or not most have a respect for those who have fought and died in the name of defending free peoples from tyranny. This is why we feel a part of the new story about the kid who just dies pushing his best buddy out of the way of a drunk driver, that kind of love is communicable. So when you ask a mother or a father how much they love their kids. “I would die for them” is the ultimate expression. 
You may or may not know that this expression of sacrificial love is not new to our generation, country or even millenium. We actually find it in the bible.
[bookmark: h.p0mx6ujml9n1]John 15:13New Living Translation (NLT)
13 There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
And that depth of love can be lost in this passage when it is almost known too well.
This is one of those times in which knowing something too well can really damage it’s impact. For at the end of the day it means nothing to read it if it does not resonate.
This must be read, as it is intended. A declaration of love, to you.
For God so loved ________you so much that he sacrificed himself.
So are you loved, God says yes, yes you are. More than anything else, you are.
We must stop wasting our time trying to convince ourselves that we are loveable, and instead rest in the glorious fact that we are loved

2. [bookmark: h.40fliabo0bax]am i significant
Most of us look for and find our fleeting significance in how much we do, how busy am I, how many people depend on me, or what we have, what statues I have reached, what title I have gained. In the answer to our significance we need to start with where our significance is not.

We could go anywhere in the bible and see time and time again how your significance is not in what you can do, you’re works are not your identity or significance. 

Our constant striving and pushing and clamoring for significance usually ends in one place, confusion, exhaustion, disillusionment. Jesus has the answer to that kind of living.

[bookmark: h.zbyqmgw8i0m5]Matthew 11:28-30New Living Translation (NLT)
28 Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.”
In paraphrase he says, “no no no, not like that.” Let me take the burden you carry of working for significance and let me show you that your identity instead comes from not what you can do, but who you are meant to be. A Child of God. When you take on Jesus’ yoke or burden you get identified as such.

[bookmark: h.b4li9cdl2a46]Ephesians 2:10New Living Translation (NLT)
10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
God’s masterpiece, crowning achievement, you’ll notice that there is a period there. It is not because of our works that we are significant, it is because of God’s worksmanship that we are.
Am I Significant. Only if you think that God’s most beautiful work could be classed as significant.
As Jeff talked about a couple of week ago, your identity, our significance is not in what we do on this earth, it is in what we follow. Yes there is stuff for us to do here, the bible says so, good works. But they cannot be the voice of your significance. That brings us to our third question

3. [bookmark: h.fuesvweri]do i have purpose?
Yes. 
On to number 4.
Only kidding, but really, if you can see the truth in 1 and 2 then 3 answers itself. If you are loved so intense by God that he would sacrifice for you then there must be some purpose to your existence and if you are God’s masterpiece then it is clear that you have Good works to get done. If life were only that simple.

Finding your purpose is the sole reason most people go to the bible. So what is the purpose of a Christian, what is a child of God supposed to do?
I’ll give you a clue, it is the reason that we do everything here at epiphany station. 
Let’s see if you were paying attention from earlier. Our worship, our messages, coffee, greeters, community works, outreach, church planting is driven by our core mission to LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. PERIOD.
That ladies and gentlemen is our purpose. As soon as you call Jesus Lord then that’s your mission, it’s the mission or should be the mission of every church also.

You see when Jesus was teaching there was a solitary man amongst the religious elites that wanted to know that, of all the teachings, commandments, and laws in the bible, which is the most is important.

[bookmark: h.oa3thi9rnksr]Mark 12:29-31 New Living Translation (NLT)
29 Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The LORD our God is the one and only LORD. 30 And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’[a] 31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b] No other commandment is greater than these.”
Do I have purpose? Yes, you have the most important purpose on earth. Loving the one who created you and sharing God’s love to those who have none. It is by no means an easy purpose but then nowhere in the bible does it say that being a christian is supposed to be easy. 
Too often we imagine God as a tyrant or a killjoy, and that living in order to please him means a ‘second-best’ life now.
4. [bookmark: h.pnxehtnprf99]do i belong
There is something heart wrenching about loneliness is there not. I don’t mean being alone. Being alone is great. I love my wife, my kids, my mum and dad, my friends, my youth group, my dogs, and you guys like nothing else. But being alone can be so sweet. 
I’m talking about loneliness. Companionless. A depressing feeling that you are all alone. 7 billion people on the earth and you are alone.

We have all probably encountered this at one point or another to varying degrees. My greatest experience was while I was having the best time of my life. As i may have reminisced to many times to you before I used to live in the mountain of north Wales in the UK and my days were filled with adventure and danger and exploration with groups of people, the mountain rescue team, my climbing buddy nick, go to the pub on a night. So surrounded by friends, having more fun than ever, but insanely lonely. I couldn’t work it out. So what do you do when you’re lonely, call your mum. We talked and I cried and she cried and threatened to come live with me. I stopped crying. But I remember realising that at that point there was someone, or something missing. That ignited my active pursuit of faith, christianity, what ever you want to call it.

Because we all do have a need to belong don’t we. That need is like a built in mechanism to help you find your way back to God. The mechanism is meant to drive you to him and to the church. For as Jeff talked about in the first week of Believe, God is all about community, and therefore so are we and the truth is that when you get what God is up to you do belong, you belong here on this earth to the church community and you belong in Heaven.

Let me explain by going back to the scripture. 

If you have a bible and a spare ten minutes go and read 1 Corinthians 12. It was written to a young church so as to describe what church is supposed to look like when it works well. So here we find references to our belonging to the church. Paul, the author of this passage summaries the chapter almost by saying this
[bookmark: h.xwljioyzb48y]1 Corinthians 12:27New Living Translation (NLT)
27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.
All of you belongs to this community here the way that your arm or your leg belongs to your body. This is why we arrange GPS groups, youth group, tuesday prayer and all sorts of other things, because that tangible physical feeling you have for community is found in the church. Along with all the other weird people you know and don’t know. The extension of that is that you truly end of the day when your head hits the pillow for the last time, belong in heaven.

[bookmark: h.b6q8ks0nu1y]Philippians 3:20New Living Translation (NLT)
20 But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior.
Do you belong? Yes, to the family of God. To the Church. To Jesus.

[bookmark: h.s0y3mlkkdypl]summary of the questions
So all that sounds like we should be the most joyful, esteemed people in the world. The truth is that we should be, the bible does talk a lot about how our joy and love for people should be bright like the brightest beacon to the world. So why, often are we not. Well, even though the bible does tell us that we are loved, we are significant, we have purpose and we belong, we don’t always feel that way. We don’t always feel like God loves us, be it in the harshest of trials or in the quiet times of life. We don’t always feel like we have significance, in this world or to God, because it is easy to feel small and ignorable. We often time struggle to think we belong. Most of us are here at epiphany because we didn’t feel like we belonged anywhere, not at other churches, not in the “normal” social and religious circles. If that’s you, you are in good company. All of this, our identity, hinges so often on whether what we feel or don’t feel. That my friends is our great confusion about having the identity of a Child of God. There is a very good reason that this series is not called Feel. It is called Believe.

[bookmark: h.txtqs7545817]believe
[bih-leev] 
to have confidence or faith in the truth
to hold confidence in the truth, the existence, or the reliability of something

Your identity in Jesus is don’t reliant on your feelings, it is a core truth that when believed can not be ripped from you. This is why believers in the middle east undergo persecution, why people in this very church with terminal illness keep living out their lives and why when you and I don’t feel loved, significant or like we belong, we need only refer back to our unchanging identity. In that as we continue to call Jesus Lord and God Father, we are called, son and daughter.


[bookmark: h.fz2ixcyckq6g]so what does that mean to your life
It means that you have a choice. As with most messages from God’s word it comes down to a choice. Will you identify as a child of God, or will you not? Will you let God tell you who you are, or everyone else? Will you depend on God’s love, or the love of people? Will you find your significance in what you do, or who you were created to be? 

That is what I love about God. You choose. I implore you to make that choice, one way or the other, today. There is so much more to this life and the next.

[bookmark: h.elbrcs65h04l]application

So what are our next steps from here on out.
First, it is making the decision to let God define you. Easier said than done, I know. But today could be the first day of the rest of your loved life if you would just let him.
Second, Identify where the negatives are coming from. Where are you hearing negative things about you identity. Find them and shut them up, shut them out.
Third, Belong to God. Get involved in his family, the church, be it here or elsewhere, but choose to belong somewhere. If it is here we have these awesome groups called GPS groups that are small groups of people that meet in the week in someones home to grow together, dig deeper into the weekly message topic and. All the info is in your program.

PRAY - Who am I?




