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BELIEVE 5 - WHO I AM
Identity in Christ
Pastor Chris Livermore  October 12, 2014

WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

KEY QUESTION:  Who am I?

KEY IDEA:  I believe I am significant because of my position as a child of God.

KEY VERSE:  “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  
John 1:12  Believe 77

VOICES CALLING TO US…

THE VOICES OF THE PRESENT

THE VOICE OF OUR PAST

THE VOICE OF GOD

You are _______________.

“The love of the father has lavished on us that we should be called the children of God.”  				1 John 3:1

You are _______________.

“Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ”  					Romans 8:17

You are _______________.

“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?”  		1 Corinthians 3:16

You are _______________.

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”  			2 Corinthians 5:17

You are _______________.

“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ”   		Philippians 3:20

KEY APPLICATION:  What difference does this make in the way I live?  
Because of our new identity in Christ…

· We are free from ________________.

“What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!  So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.”  Romans 7:24 – 8:2

· We are valuable because of our ____________ in Christ, not because of our _____________.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.”    				Ephesians 2:8-9

· We live to __________ who we are in Christ, not to _______ who we are.

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”    
Ephesians 2:10

· We can focus on _____________ others up, not __________ them down.

“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”  		1 John 4:9-11

· We can accept who we are without ____________ ourselves to others.

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE… MATTERS!!!
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WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

We believe there is one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
We believe that God is involved in and cares about my daily life
We believe that salvation is in and through Jesus Christ
We believe that we can know God and his will for our lives because of the Bible
Then….
KEY QUESTION:  Who am I?

We have been building up to this. I have come into a relationship with this God who wants the best for me.  He is the one true God.  I give allegiance to him in my life.  I now know how to discover his will through his word.  And, so, who have I become as a result of this?  I think that is a question everybody is asking, and I think that the answer to this is radically different than the world offers.  

As we look at the work we’re doing, it really comes down to the key idea,

KEY IDEA:  I believe I am significant because of my position as a child of God.

I am significant, not because of my performance, but because of my position as a child of God.  How does that happen, Jesus does it.

KEY VERSE:  “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  John 1:12  Believe 77

Psychologists tell us that some of the factors we need to have a healthy seof-esteem are:
· To feel loved
· To have a sense of purpose
· To feel secure
· To feel significant
· To have a sense of belonging
So where do we get these?  Not everyone gets them in their family of origin.

There are many voices clamoring for our attention.  There are many who would desire to define us.  

Illus:  TV show, The Voice……4 members of a panel, some would call them judges, listen to a singer without seeing them.  They decide if they want that person on their “team”.  I watched it once for a few minutes and all 4 panel members wanted the same singer on their team and all 4 were trying to recruit them.  “Who would they listen to….?”

Every one of us have different VOICES CALLING TO US…

THE VOICES OF THE PRESENT:
Our culture calls us, screams at us to define ourselves by the standards that the world believes are important.  We are “supposed to” look like the airbrushed models that leer at us from the front pages of magazines.  Our homes have to be something like an architectural marvel.  Women begin to think that they have to fulfill the expectations of everyone about how they do or don’t pursue a career outside of the home, what the size of their waistline is, if their children are first string or the best looking…  We look in the mirror and begin to think that the image staring back at us has to be ruggedly handsome for the guys, or perfectly flawless for the girls – all without any blemishes.  We are taught to think that is normal instead of the creation of an advertising agency somewhere.  

Out students try to live up to sometimes impossible standards.  Even though there is a vast difference in maturity level, and the pace at which students mature and grow up – the culture in some of our schools makes it immensively difficult for those who are not the best looking, the best athletes, aren’t very outgoing, those who just don’t quite fit in.

We have bought the lie.  We believe it, and try to be “all that.”


THE VOICE OF OUR PAST
Some others among us have voices from their past bellowing in our consciences from an abusive parent, a bitter ex-spouse, persistent bullies, callous uncaring classmates, nasty gossips, stinging rejection letters, slandering facebook comment about a night when we lost control…
· You’re too fat, too short, too much acne, lousy hair, no hair, grey hair…
· Why don’t you act like your brother, your sister.
· You’ll never amount to anything
· Noone will ever love you
· And those are the “nice” ones…….some of you have heard worse.

The question for us is this:  “Which voice will you listen to?”

The vast majority of Christians do not ever fully embrace the reality that God is not in our life to uphold what we think our identity is.  So, if you think, man, I am a successful pastor, or I’m a CEO of a company, or I am a beautiful person and people respect me for how I look, then what I need Jesus for is to sustain my identity, so I need him to make sure I don’t age.  I need him to make sure I don’t lose my job.  I need him to make sure I win at all costs.  That’s what I need Jesus for.  I need Jesus so I will be accepted.

That is NOT what God is about!!!!

The power of this deal is saying he wants to free you from that.  He wants you to rip that name tag off and put on your identification with him as a child of God. Now it doesn’t really matter whether you’re the CEO or the pastor or the beautiful person; your identity is not wrapped up in that.When we listen to the ONE voice that really matters, we are no longer driven by all those other voices.

THE VOICE OF GOD – Here is what God says about you.

You are God’s child. = 1 John 3:1, “the love of the father has lavished on us that we should be called the children of God.”  

You are an heir. = “Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ”  Romans 8:17

You are a temple. = “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?”  1 Corinthians 3:16

You are a new creation. = “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”  2 Corinthians 5:17

You are a citizen of heaven. = “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ”   Philippians 3:20


God sees us differently than everybody else does.  God sees through everything to the very core of the matter – who we really are behind all the masks, behind all the pain, the sorrow.  God sees to the center of our being – and loves us more than we can fathom.  God sees our potential, the potential that God put within us.  As Randy Frazee writes, we need to start seeing ourselves as God sees us, and live up to the vision He has for us – starting today.

God says you are: an heir, a citizen of heaven, Chosen, Forgiven, Precious, 
Unique, loved, and it goes on and on.

On page 73-74 in the Believe Book is a section about Abraham and Sarah, which is this notion that throughout the scriptures, whenever people encountered God, anywhere in their journey, there was always a name change involved, the giving of the name.  In this particular case, Abram means “father,” and a year before Isaac was to be born God visits him and says, from now on, when you go to the city gate, your name is going to be called Abraham. It’s very embarrassing to take on that kind of identity, because Abraham means “father of many,” and he still doesn’t have any children after God’s promise 24 years earlier.  And remember, he is old.  Everybody knew he and Sarah were past that stage in their lives.  You see, God is projecting an identity upon Abraham that was way out in front of him.  God does the same for us, and wants us to trust him.  God wants us to listen to HIS voice.

On page 78-79 is the story of Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus’ identity in the community was that of a scoundrel, before he met Jesus,  a guy who is selfish, a guy who’s robbing from us through unjust taxation.  He encounters Jesus and Jesus declares that he is, in fact, a son of Abraham, which means he’s connected to Jesus.  In other words, Jesus declared his identity as wrapped up in this.  And even though Zach’s home wasn’t ln the “A” list, Jesus sent to be with him.

When we see how Zacchaeus reacted we see that when a person understands who they are, they begin to act differently.  And when Zacchaeus gave back “everything times four” - which was Old Testament law - that was pretty significant.  So, he’s basically saying, you know, as a scoundrel, the way the rest of the world saw me, I took from them and felt no shame, but now that I’m seen as a child of God, I’m going to behave differently because my identity is completely different.  

There is POWER in grasping the idea that we are significant in spite of our circumstances, in spite of what the community says about us.  Zacchaeus finally understood that.  He listened to God’s voice and shut out the others.

WHAT VOICE WILL YOU LISTEN TO….

YOUTUBE VIDEO – Matthew West, “Hello, My Name Is”

Name Tags – pencils, pens, TIME OF PRAYER.
Listen to the voice of God.  What is God saying to you?  Who are you?  Write down on the name tag what you hear him saying, and put it on.  I want all of us to walk out of here today projecting who God says we are!

KEY APPLICATION:  What difference does this make in the way I live?  Because of our new identity in Christ…

· We are free from condemnation
“What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!  So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,  because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.”  Romans 7:24 – 8:2
Before we come to Christ, Satan is constantly trying to derail us and is telling us, it doesn’t matter, everybody does it, no one will ever know.  After we  receive Christ and accept God’s forgiveness for our sin, it is that same accuser who doesn’t want us to live triumphant lives and throws our past back in our faces saying, “Do you think God will accept you, after __________, You know what you did.”  In Christ = it is GONE.  There is NO condemnation.  God doesn’t condemn you.  So don’t receive it from anybody else either.

· We are valuable because of our position in Christ, not our performance
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.    Ephesians 2:8-9

· We live to express who we are in Christ, not to prove who we are
10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.    Ephesians 2:10

· We can focus on building others up, not tearing them down
Our world would teach us that in order for us to feel fulfilled, to be a success, that means that we have to yank that from the hands of someone else.  So many people thank that in order to think well of themselves, they have to tear other people down.

When we finally realize who we are in Christ, we can truly celebrate the successes of others, the giftedness of others, when they far exceed our own performance in that area.  

9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.   1 John 4:9-11

Because we are so loved, that love flows through us toward others.  We then are free to use our words to build people up, building bridges.

· We can accept who we are without comparing ourselves to others
You may have grown up being compared to your siblings.  “Why can’t you act like your sister, why can’t you be like your brother.”  We live in a culture where the competition rips people apart.  In the eyes of God, there is no comparison.  God just is crazy about you.

Conclusion and prayer.

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE… MATTERS!!!



