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Have you ever had your identity stolen? It’s bad enough to have someone get your credit card number and use it. Identity theft is even worse. TV commercials and news programs warn us about the dangers of identity theft all the time. My life insurance company provides me with identity theft protection. Maybe you have your own identity theft policy. The ratings on 96 identity theft protection products were just released this week. 

We don’t want anyone to steal our identity. But do we ever allow that to happen? I’m not talking about getting ahold of our Social Security number or other personal information. Do we ever allow people to take our identity away from us by defining us? People try it all the time by placing labels on us, trying to get us to fit into a box. They may say we are too liberal or too conservative. They may try to define us by where we live, the type of clothes we wear, or the car that we drive. They may call us lazy, losers or loners. 

Or do we ever allow people to limit us?  If someone tells you that you’re not very smart, do you believe them? If someone says you can’t do something, do you believe them and stop trying? If someone says that you should quit while you’re ahead, do you do it? I don’t know why, but my grandparents told my dad that he was no good, that he wouldn’t amount to anything and that he would end up in jail. My dad didn’t believe them. He worked hard his whole life, raised a family of five, and was a respected member of the community.

So how do you define yourself? If you are still in school, do you define yourself by your grade point average, the athletic teams you play on or the group you hang out with? If you are in the working world, do you define yourself by your job status or your income? If you are retired, do you define yourself by your retirement savings, your yearly travels, or your second home in a different climate? 

Do you live your life looking in the rear view mirror and allow your defeats or regrets to define you? When that happens we let labels like loser, quitter, addict or drop out define us? Those labels, limitations and regrets can influence us, but they don’t define us. 

The Bible tells us that we are significant because we are children of God. God loves us and gives us life. He cares about us and acted to restore us to His family. He reveals Himself to us and calls us to be His children. The Gospel of John tells us, “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” (John 1:12) 

The Bible says that we get our identity, love, purpose, security, sense of significance and belonging from the Lord. Whose voice are you listening to? Do you listen to the words from an abusive parent, a bitter ex-spouse, a belligerent employer, a belittling friend, a bullying coach, a college rejection letter or an on-line comment? Do you let the picture on the TV screen or the cover of a magazine tell you that you are not one of the beautiful people. Maybe you have to drive by bigger, more expensive houses on your way home every day. Do they tell you that you’ve failed? Despite what you may hear from other sources, God wants to tell us exactly who we are. 

As believers in Jesus Christ, we are children of God and heir to his kingdom. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.” (Romans 8:17) God is our loving and caring Father. He wants the best for us. He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world so that we could inherit the gift of eternal life with Him. Jesus makes us citizens in God’s kingdom.

As believers in Jesus Christ, God lives in us. 1 Corinthians 3:16 (NLT) reads, “Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?” God’s Spirit lives in us. What a difference that makes. It means that we should take care of ourselves, our bodies, minds and spirit because God lives in us. It means that God goes with us everywhere we go. So instead of listening to the voices that want to limit us or pull us down, we know that we are loved and uplifted by God.

As believers in Jesus Christ, we are a new creation. The Apostle Paul wrote, “If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) God sees us in a totally new way. He sees us through Jesus, his own children who are loved, forgiven and restored in Christ. Our New Testament reading for today (1 Peter 2:9-10) puts it this way. “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 

As believers in Jesus Christ, we are members of the body of Christ. The Christian Church is the body of Christ. So that means that each of us who believe in Jesus have a seat at God’s table. God gives us gifts and abilities to use for the common good of all believers. Our lives take on meaning and significance as part of God’s family. Paul wrote, “Speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” (Ephesians 4:15-16)

So what does this mean? What difference does this make in our lives?

We are free from condemnation. When the woman who was caught in the act of adultery and brought before Jesus and all her accuser had walked away, Jesus asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (John 8:10-11) Jesus sets us free from the condemnation of sin. That means no judgment, no accusation or bondage to sin any more. It means we are free to live the new life of faith. 

The new identity we have in Christ means that our worth comes from him, not from our performance. We don’t have to seek the approval of the world or try to prove ourselves because we know that we are secure in Christ. 

Because we are children of God, we can focus on building others up instead of tearing them down. We can work to build bridges with others instead of trying to burn them. We can be that person who raises everyone up instead of pulling the people around us down. We can begin to think, act and be more like Jesus.

We hinted at it today. We are the Church, the body of Christ. That will be our focus next week as we continue our BELIEVE series. I hope you’ll be here as we also celebrate the 20th birthday of Peace, the body of Christ in this place. 

