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SERIES: BELIEVE, Week 4 – The Bible
DATE: October 11-12, 2014
SERMON: There’s an App for that! 
SCRIPTURE: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
BIG IDEA: We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides our beliefs and actions.
SYNOPSIS: How do I know God and His will for my life? 
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW? The Bible is “God’s App for Living.”
WHY DO THEY NEED TO KNOW IT? To understand God’s will for their life and the world. 
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO DO? Get into God’s Word and let God’s Word get into them. 
WHY DO THEY NEED TO DO IT? To develop and grow in their relationship with God. 
MEDIA: 
Apple – There’s an App for That: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=szrsfeyLzyg
There’s an App for That Parody: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGAAsbgxAMA
The Bible App TV Ad: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGclEW8E7GU
Bible – There’s an App for That: 
http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/16818/Theres-An-App-For-That 
MY EPIPHANY:
ELEMENTS:


INTRODUCTION
I don’t know if you guys can remember all the way back to 2009 and the first iPhone. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=szrsfeyLzyg
The phrase became so popular that it spawned countless mimics and parodies which led Apple to trademark the phrase. 
(clean parody possibility: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGAAsbgxAMA) 
As of last month, there are over 1.3 million apps available in Apple’s appstore. Pretty much if you can think of it, there’s an app for it (and a bunch of stuff you wouldn’t think of and probably never should). 
Some apps seem mindless and pointless. But there are thousands of other apps that are designed to help you live better by offering tools for relationships, finances, health, etc. 
· I have an app on my phone that tracks all of my finances in real time (Mint) and another one that allows me to instantly pay bills and transfer money (Bank). 
· I have an app that tracks all of my physical activity by GPS and tells me how long I’ve been exercising, how far I’ve gone, the route I’ve taken, and even determines the amount of calories I’ve burned (RunKeeper). 
· I have apps to order pizza, books, music, movies, or anything I want from anywhere at any time.
· But my favorite and most-oft-used app is YouVersion. You can choose to read or listen to the Bible from over 1,000 different versions in 721 different languages or choose from over 800 different reading plans. 
The Bible App TV Ad: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGclEW8E7GU 
The Bible app has nearly 156 million installs to date. 
TRANSITION
The Bible is far and away the most-popular book in the history of the world – over 100 million are sold or given away every year. The Gideon’s give away a Bible every second. 
In an American Bible Society survey last year: [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Americans Love The Bible But Don't Read It Much, Poll Shows by Caleb Bell
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/04/americans-love-the-bible-but-dont-read-it-much_n_3018425.html] 

· 88 % of respondents said they own a Bible
· 80 % think the Bible is sacred
· the average household has 4.4 Bibles
Yet, only one in five Americans read the Bible regularly; the majority only read it four times or less a year; but 61 percent wish they read the Bible more.
Doug Birdsall of the American Bible Society says that our relationship to the Bible is analogous to the problem of obesity in America.  “We have an awful lot of people who realize they’re overweight, but they don’t follow a diet.  People realize the Bible has values that would help us in our spiritual health, but they just don't read it.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid.] 

It’s like being sick and knowing that going to the doctor would help you get better but refusing to go.
KEY QUESTION: How can I know God and His will for my life? 
· Week 1: Who is God? A: The God of the Bible is the only true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
· Week 2: Is God good? A: God is involved in and cares about the details of my life. 
· Week 3: How do have a relationship with God? A: By grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
· Today: How do I grow in my relationship with God? 
· How do I find freedom from addiction?
· How do I find hope in the midst of depression, anxiety, and worry?
· How do I find healing for my hurts?
· How do I find good principles for my marriage, parenting, and finances? 
· How do I find wisdom for everyday living? 
There’s an app for that! Pretty much if you can think of it, experience it, or struggle with it, God has an application for it.
KEY IDEA: I believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides my beliefs and actions. 
The Bible is “God’s App for Living.”
Here’s why…
1. The Bible is God’s Word 
“All Scripture is inspired by God…” (2 Timothy 3:16a)
The Bible isn’t just an inspirational coffee table book like Chicken Soup for the Soul. It isn’t “inspired” like the writings of Oprah Winfrey, Joel Osteen, or Yoggi Berra. Rather, the Greek word for "inspired by God,” theopneustos, literally means “God-breathed.”  It means to breathe out rather than into. So it’s not as if God looked at a bunch of different writings and chose to “breath into” this one, but rather the focus is on God’s breath being the source or origin of the Scripture. What Paul is saying here is that the fundamental characteristic of Scripture – what makes these writings sacred – is the fact that God breathed them out, that they have their ultimate origin with God Himself. It’s what sets Scripture apart from all other writings.
The first time God’s breath is mentioned is in creation:
“Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person.” (Genesis 2:7, NLT) 
The Apostle Paul has in mind this exact same idea of creation. Just as God breathed His life into man and he came to life, so God breathed out Scripture so that it becomes a living and active organism. 
“For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.” (Hebrews 4:12, NLT) 
You might say that God’s Word has a way of “getting under our skin.” 
God gave life to man. And God gives man life through his written Word. 
2. The Bible has authority 
“… and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16b–17, NLT) 
If you believe that the Bible is God’s life-giving Word, then it must have authority in your life. Because these words are God-breathed they are more than just pithy self-help suggestions. There are countless inspirational books and speakers you can turn to for helpful advice, but only the Bible truly has authority to command our beliefs and behaviors. 
“The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are clear, giving insight for living. Reverence for the Lord is pure, lasting forever. The laws of the Lord are true; each one is fair. They are more desirable than gold, even the finest gold. They are sweeter than honey, even honey dripping from the comb.” (Psalm 19:7–10, NLT) 
The same breath that breathed life into the first man can breathe life into you.
3. The written Word will lead us to the Living Word
“In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1, NLT) 
John calls Jesus the “Word.” The word for “Word” is logos which was a philosophical term that the Greeks used to describe the “force” that was in and through everything. We get our words “logic” and “logo” from this Greek word. 
All of Scripture points to Jesus. The Old Testament looks forward to him. The Gospels reveal him. And the rest of the New Testament is built on Him. He is God’s logic or reason – the way God thinks and acts. When we see him, we see God’s logo. Just as an apple with a bite out of it says “Apple;” a swoosh says, “Nike;” and the Golden Arches say, “Big mistake!” 
Jesus says, “God.”
So when you read this book, you don’t just come to know about God. You actually get to know Him. You get to meet the author. 
APPLICATION: What difference does this make in my daily life? 
The Bible tells us that Jesus faced all of the same temptations that we do, yet he didn’t sin. 
“This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin.” (Hebrews 4:15, NLT) 
Everybody faces temptation. We sin when we follow our way in instead of God’s way out. 
Let’s look at three temptations that Jesus faced that are common to everyone and how he overcame them through God’s Word. 
THREE COMMON TEMPTATIONS
1. Pleasure
“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the devil. For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very hungry. During that time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”” (Matthew 4:1–4, NLT) 
Jesus is tempted to gratify his flesh by eating when he is hungry, but Jesus knows that pleasure is fleeting, while God’s Word is forever. 
Satan tells us through culture, “You’re human; you have ‘needs;’ certainly it won’t hurt to fulfill your desires.” 
· Sleep with that person.
· Eat that second donut.
· Drink that 3rd beer.
“You work hard. You’re a good person. You have needs. You deserve it,” Satan whispers. 
But Jesus us reminds us that we are not to be ruled by our stomach, emotions, thoughts, or genitals, but by the Word of God. All of these other things can so easily deceive us by promising to meet a temporary need, but God’s Word is true and obeying it brings lasting satisfaction. 
The Bible is the lens from which we must view God, the world, and ourselves. Not the news, movies, or music. Not our stomach, genitals, or emotions, but Scripture. As God’s authoritative Word, the Bible is how we understand the world around us, the conflict inside us, and the God above us. 
2. Pride
“Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple, and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’ ” Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the LORD your God.’”” (Matthew 4:5–7, NLT) 
Here, Jesus is tempted to make himself the “show” – to make it about his pride rather than his purpose. 
I think everyone wants to be somebody – to be recognized and affirmed in our own way. Maybe not all to the same degree, but we’re all tempted to do something great that will draw attention to ourselves. 
Satan even tries to use Scripture to justify the cause: “Jesus, you’re not really trusting God if you don’t attempt something great.” And this is why it is so important that we know God and His Word because Satan will use the media, culture, and even other Christians to bend, distort, and take Scripture out of context. And if you don’t know it, you’ll believe it, and be led astray.
It’s very popular in cultural Christianity today to take the Bible as little sound bites, bumper stickers, and memes that we can pick and choose from like a buffet. But what we really need to do is see the Bible as one whole story from an Author who has authority in my life. 
I’ll be honest, there’s not just an absolute scripture text for every single decision that you need to make, and often times you can justify a bad choice from Scripture like Satan did with Jesus. That’s why you need to look at the whole of Scripture and trust it even if you don’t understand it. 
3. Power
“Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down and worship me.” “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the LORD your God and serve only him.’”” (Matthew 4:8–10, NLT) 
Jesus is tempted to use his power to rule over others, rather than to serve. 
· “You’re such a great speaker! You should be speaking to thousands, not hundreds.”
· “You’re so gifted and talented! Certainly, you shouldn’t have to listen to anyone else.”
· “You’re too good-looking to be tied down to just one person.”
If anyone had the power and privilege to do whatever he wanted, it was Jesus. But He knew that God had a bigger and better plan. In order to discover and pursue that plan, Jesus sought to understand God’s Word and His place in the Story. 
Most people go to the Scriptures looking for a good story for their life – a positive “pick-me-up” that will affirm them. But they are putting themselves first and picking and choosing some of the fun verses that are in the Scriptures, instead of putting God first and letting Him lead us to some of the more difficult truths. 
If you want to know God’s will for your life, it’s in here [the Bible], but you can’t just pick and choose what you want. You have to submit yourself to its entire counsel. 
Whatever trial or temptation you are facing, there’s an app[lication] for that! 
CONCLUSION
My kids constantly defy me and argue with me about food, clothing, and sleep (to name just a few). These are all essential things for living. But even though I have the wisdom of experience and the authority of a parent, they still think they know better than me. How much are we like that? God’s given us a tremendous App for Living. He created us, knows us, and loves us more than anyone else possibly could. He has the wisdom of knowing and seeing everything throughout eternity and, yet, we somehow have the audacity to think our way is better. That’s just dumb! 
“The Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides my beliefs and action.” Do you believe that today? Then take up one of the 4.4 Bibles in your house or on one of your mobile devices and read. Read it alone. Read it with your friends and family. Read it in your GPS Group. Let teachers help you understand what you’re reading. 
But most importantly, let it lead you to Jesus. You’ll feel the very breath of God giving you life.
[PRAY]
Video: http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/16818/Theres-An-App-For-That

CLOSE (after song)
· The Bible – there actually is a great app for that! (YouVersion) Download it today! 
· Grab a free Bible from the welcome station. 
· Free Believe Bible for first-time guests. 
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