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[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, 15 and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is[a] useful for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.
4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 
2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 
4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.
As we continue through our reading of Believe this week, we come to chapter 4.  Each chapter has at the very beginning a key verse and a key idea.  I’m not going to point them out here every week, because you’ve already read them.  But this morning, let me remind you. The key verses this week are two that I just read, from 2 Timothy 3:16-17:  We just read it from the New Revised Standard Version, but I’ll read these verses again from the New International Version, which is what our Believe books use.

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
This idea is at the core of all that we read this week.  As Christians, we believe that the Bible contains more than words, more than stories, more than history and poetry.   We believe the Bible contains the very word of God.   And because of that, we can proclaim this week’s key idea.

The key idea of this chapter is this:  I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has the right to command my belief and action.  That is a pretty bold statement.  To tell the truth, there are many who would reject such a statement.   There are many in our culture who do not accept that this book has any right to command anything.  But even that is acknowledged by the Bible itself, and by the passage we read this morning.

This passage from 2 Timothy was written by the Apostle Paul.  Paul was the great leader of the early days of the church.  After having a life-changing experience, he went from persecuting Christians to starting new churches and writing much of the New Testament.  But even Paul knew that there would be many who would reject the word of God.  And so when he wrote to Timothy about the importance of holding true to the word of God, he wanted Timothy to be ready to lead a church in a culture that was not always friendly.  
You’ve got to remember that in Paul and Timothy’s day, they were trying to be the church and tell about Jesus to a culture that had all kinds of options when it came to spirituality.  In their neighborhoods and cities and countrysides, they could find atheists who believed there was no god, agnostics who didn’t really care, they could find polytheists who believed in all the gods of the Roman pantheon that you studied way back in High School, they could find people who worshipped their ancestors, and they could find people who thought all the truth they needed resided within their own minds. 
 Really, Paul’s day was not that different than ours.  When it comes to belief, our culture provides a smorgasboard.  So Paul wrote this to his friend Timothy: For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.
Sound like today?  We are tempted every day to wander away from the truth.  We are tempted every day to look for ideas that suit our own desires.  We are tempted by itching ears that want to hear only what sounds good right now, or easy, or affirming.  
This happens in lots of different ways: We read novels that are really good stories, but that attack the biblical record of who Jesus is and what he came to do.  We need only turn on the TV Sunday morning to find preachers who twist the truth of the Bible and week after week misuse Scripture to try and convince their viewers to desire more and more wealth, and to send more and more donations.  We have itching ears.
But as Christians, we are called to hold on to something higher.  We are called to hold on to what we just sang about as the wonderful words of life.   And we see that truth of God’s word is a truth that we can rely upon.  One of the passages we read this week was Matthew 4:1-11, which tells of the temptations Jesus faced in the desert.  We read this passage most years during Lent, so you may remember it, but I just want to remind you of an important thing we see in this passage.  
Three times, Satan tempted Jesus. And three times, the way that Jesus rejected the temptation was to rely on the truth of scripture.  When tempted in his hunger to turn stones to bread, he quoted Deuteronomy 8:3, Man shall not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.   When tempted to make a spectacle of himself by testing his Father’s power to save, he quoted Deu 6:16, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”  And when tempted to receive all the kingdoms of the earth in return for worshipping the enemy, he quoted Deu  6:13 and said “Worship the Lord your God and serve only Him.”  When we know God’s word, when we make it a part of our guidance system, we are better prepared to face all the temptations, all the trials, all the hard times, all the valleys of the shadow of death that life bring us to.
So I just want to encourage you this week to do a couple of things. 
 First, get to know Scripture.  Read your Bible.  If you don’t have one, I have plenty, and I’ll give you one.  This year, a great way to get into the Bible is with our Believe books, and if  you don’t have one of them yet, we have plenty to share.  
And second, as you get to know Scripture, allow it to work on you.  
Our passage this morning tells us all Scripture is inspired by God, or all scripture is God-breathed.  Inspired means that a guy wrote it, but that God was active in that guys mind and heart and that God gave him the words.  Inspired means that God’s truth is breathed into the words of Scripture.  Inspired means that when we want to know God’s heart, we can turn to God’s book.
And our passage this morning doesn’t only tell us that Scripture is inspired and God-breathed, but it tells us to what end.  Why did God breath His truth to us?  “so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

I don’t know about you, but I know that I need to be equipped.  If I am going to do God’s work in this world, I need to be equipped, I can’t do it on my own.  
If I am going to go the right way in a world that offers all kinds of wrong ways, I need to be equipped with guidance.  
If I am going to know right in a world that offers a multitude of wrongs, I need to be equipped with truth.  
If I am going to believe in life in a world that all too often gives me death, I need to be equipped with hope.  
If I am going to trust my eternity to God when the world tells me to live for now, I need to be equipped with God’s promises.  

Where can I go to be equipped with truth, with hope, with promise?
I believe that I can go to the Bible. To God’s word.  Because I believe this, I can say these words, and if you do, would you say them with me?  Straight from 2 Timothy, 4: 16 and 17:
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”


