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How many old cell phones, computers, laptops, e-readers or tablets do you have around your house? I don’t even want to think about it. We have gone through a number of computers and cell phones of the past 10 to 15 years. Maybe you have too. There is always something new in technology. Even if you don’t want to change or upgrade, you are almost forced to do it at times because the old computer software or the old cell phone technology will no longer be supported. 

Now let me ask you, how many unused Bibles do you have? Again, I don’t want to even guess. I have the King James Bible that I got as a kid and the Revised Standard Bible that I got after my confirmation that I hardly ever open because of the age of the translations. We have children’s Bibles our kids got for Sunday School classes and other translations that I used in college or seminary that I hardly ever read. I have the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament, the Greek New Testament and even a German Bible that someone gave me that sit on my shelf most of the time. My guess is that many of us have unread Bibles somewhere in our homes. Hopefully you have a Bible that you read on a regular basis. Besides reading and studying the Bible to help me prepare for sermons and Bible Classes, I also set aside time every morning to read the Bible for myself. 

This morning as we continue our series called BELIEVE to help us think, act and believe like Jesus, we are focusing our attention on the Bible. Our key thought is, “I believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides my beliefs and actions.” The key verses that can help us remember this are 2 Timothy 3:16-17. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

The Bible is God’s inspired word. You can watch an inspiring movie or TV show. You can read an inspiring book or hear an inspirational speaker. As long as they are inspiring you to do good, then these are all good things. But the Bible is not just inspirational, it is inspired by God. The Holy Spirit guided, directed and moved the Biblical authors to write the truth that God wants to reveal to us. God reveals Himself to us in His Word. God reveals His plan to restore people to a right relationship with Him in His word. 

The Bible doesn’t just contain good thoughts. The Bible gives us God’s thoughts. That means the Bible should have power and authority in our lives. We are not free to pick and choose our way through God’s Word. We can’t reduce the significance of God’s Word to the Gospel message and disregard the rest. It doesn’t work that way. The Bible tells us who the one true God is, who loves us. The Bible reveals our sinful nature and separation from God. The Bible tells us about Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who paid the price for our sins to restore us to God’s family. The Bible tells us to be careful not to try to add to it or take away from it. 

Before we go on, a word of warning because people can make the Bible say just about anything. The devil tried that with Jesus at the time of the temptation in the wilderness. Satan took God’s Word out of context and twisted it in an attempt to get Jesus to sin. Jesus didn’t sin. He defeated Satan by answering with the truth of God’s Word. Knowing and taking God’s Word to heart can help us defeat temptation as well. 

When you read the Bible, make sure you read it in context. Don’t just read a verse; read the passages or the chapter around it. Even though the Bible accurately records the advice that Job got from his friends, the context tells us that their advice was wrong. So don’t read their advice and take it to heart.  Look at the historical context to understand what you are reading.  We don’t have to follow the ceremonial and sacrificial laws for Israel recorded in the book of Leviticus because Jesus offered the perfect sacrifice for our sins on the cross. Look at the type of writing it is to gain understanding. We read poetry differently that we do history. 

The Bible has a purpose in our lives. Hebrews 4:12 tells us, “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” The two edges of the sword of God’s word are the Law and the Gospel. We need them both. The Law shows us how to live, how life works at its best. If we would all follow God’s Commands, life would be so much better. But we don’t. So the Law also shows us our sin, our failure to obey God’s commands. Since we all are guilty of breaking God’s law, we need the Gospel. The Gospel is the good news that God still loves us; that God entered our world in the person of Jesus Christ to pay for our sins and restore us to a right relationship with him. The Law cuts away our excuses, our cover ups and our self-righteousness to lead us in repentance and faith to the Gospel of Christ.

What do people do with God’s Word? I think there are three basic responses. Some people are simply unaware of God’s Word. That is becoming a growing reality in the United States today. Two thirds of the people living in Washtenaw County don’t have a church. That means many of those kids are never exposed to the Bible. They don’t know about the Christian faith. They don’t know what God’s Word can do for them. “It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.” (2 Timothy 3:16 NLT)

Another group of people don’t just ignore God’s Word, they reject it. We see a growing movement in our nation to limit or remove Christian influence in our society. Paul warned Timothy in his second letter, “For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear.” (2 Timothy 4:3 NLT) We see that today in the attempt to redefine marriage as a loving relationship between any two adults rather than a lifelong committed union of one man and one woman.

Hopefully we fall into the third group, those who believe and adopt God’s Word. John, one of Jesus’ closest disciples, wrote this near the end of his Gospel of account of Jesus’ life and ministry. “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John 20:31) People who take God’s Word to heart receive a new life in Christ. We live by God’s Word. That is why we need to keep on reading God’s Word, so that we understand it and can apply it to our lives. 

I told you earlier that my Hebrew Bible and my Greek New Testament spend a lot of time on my book shelf. Why? Not because I don’t think they are important. But because I’m not very good with either the Hebrew or Greek. I’ve lost my ability to read and understand those languages well. Fortunately we have a lot of brilliant linguist who have translated the Bible for us. I rely on their translations. You can too. You can read the Bible in a translation that you understand to gain insight from God. 

This means two things. We need to make the most of God’s Word in our lives. We need to let God’s Word guide our beliefs and our actions. And we need to reach out to family and friend who don’t know the Lord or His Word. It is too important to keep from others. It is too good to keep to ourselves. We will continue this thought next week as we look at our identity in Christ and the truth that we are significant because we are children of God.

