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VIDEO OF CHINESE CHRISTIANS RECEIVING BIBLE FOR 1st TIME

That was so cool!  Can you imagine never having a Bible.  Never having the Bible translated into your language, so you could never, ever read it.  I can’t imagine how that would feel.  We’ve never been there.  The Bible is not only legal, the Bible can be found in most stores.

In fact, in 2012, The Christian Post reported, 84 % of Americans owned at least one Bible.  And individuals usually possessed 3.6 copies of the Bible.  When you think about it, if there’s a book you like, how many times will you go out and buy the same book?  You won’t.  If it’s in hard to read English and easy to read English, you still get one copy.  And if someone gives you an extra copy, you give it away, regift it, or sell it on Ebay.

I counted how many Bibles I have.  And in my office I have 23 Bibles.  And that does not include Bibles I’ve put in the church library or Bibles I’ve given away.  And that does not include Bibles we have at home.  I think I counted 12 different versions of the Bible in my office.  Do I need all of them?  Not really, I have my favorites, but some are Bibles I received as gifts, some I use as reference, some were my first Bibles . . . but I’m just justifying having all of my Bibles.  In the last year, I think I’ve added 4 new Bibles, mostly for the purpose of giving them away.

While Jesus is the cornerstone of our faith, without the Bible, we would have nothing to instruct us.  We would have to hope everyone was able to accurately pass on the words of the prophets and Jesus and the apostles orally.  Just play the telephone game and we realize that is so difficult for us to accomplish.  

The Bible is the written word of God.  The Bible is not just a book of laws which tells us a bunch of “thou shalt nots.”  The Bible teaches us how to live life, how to embrace a relationship with Jesus, how that even happens, just like last week, when we looked at salvation, there’s nothing we can do to earn salvation, it’s through faith in Jesus.  And at the same time the Bible does lay down the law about how we should live.  

You see, we live in a world filled with all kinds of laws, many which are much more lenient then the Bible.  For example, we have civic law, moral law, ethical law, and Biblical law.  This is why following the Word, the Bible is so important.  

Looking at the various laws ~ let’s say someone commits adultery – According to 
Civic law - adultery is legal
moral law - adultery is legal
ethical law - adultery is legal
Biblical law - adultery is sin

Tax evasion ~ 
Civic law - tax evasion is illegal
moral law - it’s legal
ethical law - it’s legal
Biblical law - it’s sin

You see, civic law are the rules which the government sets forth.  Those are set.  But moral and ethical law vary according to the person, don’t they?  Then we come to Biblical law and that’s set as well.  So, we can see how some people don’t want to look at Biblical law, because it convicts them and holds them accountable.

We’re on week 5 of Believe and we are taking a look at the Bible.  To start out, I want to give some basic facts about the Bible.  

No other book is more authoritative on the topic of the Christian faith than the Bible.  The Bible is a comprised of 66 different books divided into the Old and New Testaments written by different authors over a span of about 1,500, yet it presents a unified message of God’s plan and purpose for humanity.

There are 39 books in the Old Testament, which were written before the time of Jesus.  Starting with the book of Genesis and ending with Malachi.  The Old Testament in our Bible is the same as in the Jewish Bible, though they’re listed in different order.

The Catholic church includes 7 other writings in their Old Testament called the Apocrypha which means "hidden books."  The Catholic church added these books at the Council of Trent in 1546.

The 27 books that make up the New Testament were written over about a 50 year period, and they deal with the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  It’s the story of the beginning of the Christian church, and instruction about how to live as a follower of Jesus Christ.  Ultimately, the Bible is one unified book which helps us to know God and grow to become more like God as we follow the plans He has set for us in our lives.

Since the Bible was written many years ago, there are many people who do not believe the Bible is relevant in our world today.  So, I want to look at a couple of passages which I believe help us.

As we look at the fact that the Bible is relevant, we can look at what Paul said to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 ~ 

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

When Paul says all scripture, he’s referring to the entire Bible or – to the Word of God.  And that’s important to understand.  The Bible is the Word of God.  It is not the word of man.  It is God’s.  This is so important because so many writings from other religions are man made.  They are not of God.  Also note that Paul is telling us not just some scripture is from God, but ALL scripture is from God.

Paul tells us, and I love the way the ESV translates this, and it’s a correct translation.  All scripture is God breathed.  That’s the literal translation of the Greek.  Paul put together the words God and breathed.  The ESV tells us all scripture is breathed out by God.

Think about the first times we hear the word breathed.  Look all the way back to Genesis 2:7 when we read ~ 7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and BREATHED into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.

To me that’s the same with the Bible.  God breathed life into it and the Bible as we will see in a little while became not just a book, but a living and dynamic book.  And when we talk about the fact that all scripture is breathed out by God, it’s the image of giving life, breathing out, not in.  It’s God giving Himself to us.  The origin of the Bible is with God, not with humanity.

With that in mind, Paul now tells us all scripture is profitable, it’s beneficial, it’s useful.  He doesn’t say it’s profitable only in his time, but this was written for all the ages.  So, the Bible is not just profitable, but I would add it is relevant and timeless.  Whether we like that or not, and there are many who don’t like that.
There are people in our world who take the Word and cut it apart to the point that the miracles of Jesus didn’t really happen, the words of Jesus didn’t really happen, even the resurrection didn’t happen.  It’s too outlandish for them.  I mean . . . who are they to say that?  By what authority do they have to butcher God’s Word?

We see that when it comes to sin, as well.  We pick and choose which sin is acceptable and which is not.  This goes back to our moral and ethical law.  We decide which is appropriate and which is not and it changes with each person.  

So, Paul tells us the Bible is relevant in four main areas.  The Bible is profitable or as I say relevant for ~ 
TEACHING
REPROOF
CORRECTION and
TRAINING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS

Firstly, teaching means correct teaching.  We can never distort the Word of God.  That’s sin.  Our focus in everything we do, when teaching, whether it’s at home, in preschool on up is to provide correct interpretation of God’s Word.

The Bible teaches us and instructs on how to live life.  We are to approach the Bible as people who are eager to learn and understand God’s Word.  The Bible teaches us not just about how to embrace a relationship with Jesus.  The Bible teaches us and helps us to grow as we live our lives so we can live the full life God offers us.  There is the very practical side, besides the theological teaching . . . there is the practical on how to parent, money issues, marriage, forgiveness, gossip, hatred, love, spiritual power . . . and so much more.  

The Bible teaches us, and that’s why we have Sunday School classes and Bible studies.  It’s to help us learn the Bible and apply it to our lives.  I mean . . . who doesn’t want to live the full life God wants you to live?  We all do, and a great way to go about that is to learn what God has to say to you.

The second relevant message about scripture is that it’s profitable for reproof or as some Bibles say rebuking.  Now, that does not sound like fun.  Nobody wants to be rebuked.  It literally means to be convicted about our wrongs.  It doesn’t mean someone is beating you over the head about what you’ve done wrong.  It means the Bible is beneficial to help you learn what you’re doing which is wrong.  It could be our assumptions about God.  It could be something about ourselves we haven’t let go of and placed into God’s hands.  It could be a sin issue we need to deal with.  It could be learning about our faithfulness to God.

It’s much more than God beating us up and telling us we’re a bad person and yelling at us.  That’s often our image.  But that’s not at all how Paul wants us to think about God.  It’s not about getting a smack on the side of the head, putting us in a divine timeout, where God tells us we’re bad.  It’s about helping us to grow to be more like God – so we can follow His plan and live the life we were called to live.

Thirdly, Paul tells us scripture is profitable for correction.  Ugh!  Another one on the negative side of the ledger!  Correction is similar to reproof.  The literal meaning of being corrected is to be “made straight.”  The image is that something has become bent or crooked.  It’s lost it’s original shape.  That’s what sin does to our lives.  We no longer remain “straight.”  We’ve become bent because of our sin.  Paul wants us to understand that scripture is helpful in that it helps us become restored to our proper condition.  This means if there’s a sin issue, we’ve repented, turned 180° from our former direction and have turned toward God.  In essence, we get back on the right road, going back in the correct direction.

Finally, we come to training in righteousness.  The training aspect means to help someone develop and be trained so they reach full maturity.  It’s often used when referring to children.  As we want them to be trained and educated so they can reach maturity.  It’s a focus on the Bible’s role in helping us live the kind of lives which are pleasing to God.  This also assumes that a life of righteousness doesn’t come naturally to us, that we need help to live a righteous life.  

And remember from the past couple of weeks, we are not righteous on our own, it’s  only through the work of Christ on the cross that we’re made righteous.  We grow to become more and more the person God has called us to be.  And a big part of the training is to discipline ourselves.  That’s not always an easy thing to do, is it?

Think about the athlete, the musician, the scholar . . . in whatever you pursue, we’re called to discipline ourselves, so we can attain our goals.  But it’s more than that.  Paul wants us to understand that this training is more than being a good musician or athlete or whatever it is we do.

It’s about becoming the person God wants us to be.  And that means we have to discipline ourselves and read the Bible, we need to discipline ourselves and pray, we need to discipline ourselves and not justify why we don’t attend worship.  It’s disciplining ourselves to attend other events, as a participant in Bible study, volunteering, giving our time and our finances.  All of these help us to grow and become more of the Christ follower we should be.

As we move towards wrapping up this morning, I want to look at one final passage.  In Hebrews 4:12 we read ~ 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

This is a great passage and a great reminder to us that the Word of God, the Bible is living and active.  In a figurative sense, we see the spirit and truth of God as satisfying the needs and desires of our souls.  And the word is active, it’s full of energy, producing results in our life.  

And God’s word is so sharp that it can penetrate into the deepest parts of who we are.  God’s word can pierce and penetrate us.  Even when we resist because the Word is sharper than a 2 edged sword.  And a 2 edged sword can penetrate anything — as it goes in and as it comes out.  

So, the Word has the ability to pierce our heart, soul, mind and body.  The Word can penetrate our defenses into the very core of our being, where our true self is.  There, at our core, the Bible opens us up so we can become a new person in Christ.

The Christian faith is not merely a set of rules, laws and ideas.  Being a Christian is not about spouting off doctrines or reciting creeds.  Being a Christian is about a personal love relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ.  This love relationship is life transforming, because a person can’t encounter Jesus without being radically changed.  Being a Christian isn’t merely accepting certain facts about God, it’s becoming a follower of Jesus Christ, a devoted disciple of Jesus, as we seek to live lives of passionate devotion to Christ.

God certainly isn’t limited to the Bible because He also changes us in worship, through suffering, through prayer and so forth.  But the Bible is essential and central to our transformation into the image of Christ, it’s a primary means God uses to penetrate past our defenses, to invade our hearts with His truth, so He can sort our thoughts, intentions, and motives.
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