BELIEVE 4 – The Bible, God’s Garmin  
Pastor Chris Livermore - October 5, 2014

WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

KEY IDEA:  I believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides my beliefs and action.

KEY VERSE:  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17

How do I know the Bible is true?

· The evidence of ___HISTORY_______

· The evidence of ___CONSISTENCY__________

· The evidence of ___CHANGED LIVES________

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”  Matt. 7:24 (NIV)

How do I learn God’s truth?

1.  _HEAR__ GOD’S WORD

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” Romans 10:17 (NKJV)

The problem: We forget _95_% of what we hear after 72 hours.

II.  _READ__GOD’S WORD

	“Happy is the one who reads the words of God’s 
	message…”  Revelation 1:3 (NCV)

“(The Scriptures) shall be his constant companion.  He must read from it every day of his life so that he will learn to respect the Lord his God by obeying all of His commands.”  Deuteronomy 17:19 (LB)

III.  _STUDY__ GOD’S WORD

“… They accepted the message eagerly and studied the Scriptures every day…”  Acts 17:11 (Ph)

“Know what His Word says and means.”  2 Tim. 2:15 (TLB)

IV.  _MEMORIZE__ GOD’S WORD

”Guard My words as your most precious possession.  Write them down, and also keep them deep within your heart.”  Pr. 7:2-3  LB

“I have hidden Your Word in my heart that I might not sin against You.”  Psalm 119:11 (NIV)

V.  _MEDITATE ON__ GOD’S WORD

	“They love the Lord’s teachings, and they think about those teachings day and night.  They are strong, like a tree planted by a river… everything they do will succeed.”  
Psalms 1:2-3 (NCV)

	“… Your life is shaped by your thoughts.”  Proverbs 4:23 (GN)

	“… Meditate on (the Word) day and night, so you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be prosperous and successful.”  Joshua 1:8 (NIV)

VI.  _DO__ GOD’S WORD

	“Do not fool yourselves by just listening to the Word.  Instead, put it into practice.”  James 1:22 (NIV)

	“… Whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven”  Matthew 5:19 (NIV)

	“Now that you know these things – do them!  That is the path of blessing!”  John 13:17 (LB)

KEY APPLICATION:  What difference does this make in my life?

· The Bible is the lens through which we view the world.
· We are obligated and motivated to study the Bible to understand God’s will for our lives.
· The principles in the Bible must govern our lives, even when we don’t fully understand or like what they teach us.

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!


2



BELIEVE 4 – The BIBLE, GOD’S GARMIN
October 5, 2014
Pastor Chris Livermore 
[bookmark: _GoBack]First United Methodist Church, Murrysville, PA

Illustration – Use the Garmin…..
WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

Today we are faced with so many options and choices.  The average grocery store carries 36,000 items. The other day I was overwhelmed by the choices of cheese.  Crest toothpaste produces 36 varieties, shapes of toothpaste.  Revlon has 158 different colors and shades of lipstick.  Levi Corp used to  produce just jeans.  Now they produce in sizes shapes, and types of products over 70,000 products.  Carla was looking for a new pair of jeans and found out that the no longer made regular ones, there were all these options.  Petite, relaxed fit, etc. etc. “Our customers are used to choices.”  Every year over 200 - 300 new magazines come into existence on to the market.  

We live in a multiple choice culture.  We are faced with more decisions than ever before.  The explosion of technology, and it will continue, brings more and more decisions to us.

The problem with the options is that it can be confusing - stressful.  How do you pick?
I get the chance to fly occasionally and you run into some interesting situations.  On some of the flights they give a small drink and a bag of pretzels.  One guy must have been extra hungry or didn’t like pretzels and asked the stewardess if there were any other choices.  she said, “There are two, Take it or leave it!”  

The problem is that the most trivial choices can have life changing impact on our lives.  I remember one time 20 some years ago when I was driving to Butler and got held up at the office for a few minutes before I left - delaying me just enough so that I ran into a tanker truck = the resulting accident changed my life forever!

Here are some really bad decisions in history;
	Sam Phillips sold a small recording company to RCA records in 1955 for $35,000.  It included an exclusive contract with a young man nMed Elvis Presley, so he unknowingly forfeited royalties on more than 1 Billion Dollars.
	Tom Sellick turned down the role for Indiana Jones.  Bad Decision.
	In 1936, Joe Schuester and Jerry Segal sold the rights to Superman for $65 each. Bad one…
	A South African Hang Gliding instructor saw a beautiful woman sun bathing on a roof below his flight pattern.  He decided to make an obscene gesture at her.  The woman’s husband appeared with a sub-machine gun and blasted the birdman our of the sky.  Bad Decision.
	A thief in Boston attempted to steal two live Maine Lobsters and he decided to stick them down his pants….Bad Decision
	In Germany a bank robber pulls out a gun and demands money.  The teller says she needs to see his ID.  So he pulls it our, takes the cash, and leaves the I>D> behind.  Bad Decision.
	Three prison guards were fired for giving the prisoners a trampoline during exercise break because they were jumping over the fence.  Bad Decision.
	OTHERS:
	There was a high school girl who told Bill Gates, “It’s either ME or the computer…”
	Selling Wal-Mart Stock to buy K Mart stock.  Really bad decision.
	The Pinto.
	Pausing, however briefly before answering your wife’s question, “Does this dress make me look fat?”  Really, really bad decision.

Our good choices lead to success = poor ones lead to scars in our lives.  The key to making good ones is to listen to God.  How do I make good ones? 

We believe there is one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
We believe that God is involved in and cares about my daily life?

KEY QUESTION:  How can I know God and his will for my life?

KEY IDEA:  I believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides my beliefs and action.

KEY VERSE:  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17

The Living Bible puts it this way, “The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives.  It straightens us out and helps us do what is right.”  I need that.  I need something that shows me what is true in this world where everybody says “this” is true or there is no truth.  I need something that is honest enough with me to say, “You’re heading in the wrong direction.”  It straightens me out and helps me do what is right and gives me the strength and the power to do the right thing that I want to do.  



Circle “the whole Bible.”  The Bible says all of it was given to us to help us do these very things.  We talk about this book every week.  Every week in church we look at verses from this book.   But there is a question we need to address.  How do you know that it’s true?  Maybe you’ve been thinking about this?  Maybe you’ve asked, “How do you know the Bible is true?” and they’ve answered you, “Because it says it’s true.”  Isn’t that sort of circular reasoning?  If you don’t already believe it’s true and it says it’s true how do you know that it’s true?  Ultimately this is a question of faith.  But is there any external evidence, any other evidence that we base our faith on?      YES   First…    

1.  There’s the evidence of history.  It’s a book that’s rooted in history.  It’s not about made up people and made up places – fantasy world.  The Bible has got real people and real places and real things that really happened.  Again and again people have tried to say that the things that happened in the Bible didn’t really happen but it’s proved itself true.  

There’s a group of people in the Bible named the Hittites.  For thousands of years, up until about 1900, we didn’t know anything about these people.  People said it was just a made up group of people.  It wasn’t really a group of people.  But then early in the 1900’s a group of archeologists digging in Turkey found the capital city of the Hittites and once again the Bible was shown to be an historical book.  

In 1990 a book came out saying that David and Solomon that lived in the Old Testament weren’t really people.  They were nice stories but they never really lived.  It was an unfortunate time for that book to come out because three years later some archeologists digging in the capital city of an ancient place called Dan unearthed a stone from 831 B.C. that talked about the House of David of Israel.  The people who said David never really existed said, “No, that word doesn’t mean ‘David’.  That word should be translated, ‘Dawd’, a false god that lived in that day.”  They said this until a year later when they unearthed some more of that stone and it proved that it was talking about David the person that lived in the Old Testament.  In fact, upon further examination what was proven was that it wasn’t David who didn’t exist but Dawd who never existed.  He wasn’t a real person.  It was a made up name.  

Again and again the Bible has shown itself to be rooted in history.  We count our history by it.  Every time you write down a date, you write down the date from Jesus’ appearance on this earth.  So it is a book that’s rooted in history.

2.  The evidence of consistency throughout the Bible.  Not only do you have external evidence but you have internal evidence.  As you read through this book, you find what a unique book it is.  

When you pick up the Bible you’re looking at a book that was written over about a 1500 year span by about 40 different authors.  These authors ranged from kings to peasants - from shepherds to tent makers.  Yet all these authors who wrote on three different continents wrote with agreement on what are some of the most controversial subjects in our world today.  How do you get forty people in a room to agree on anything?  Yet they agreed on these things?  

They wrote one story from beginning to end.  The Bible is one story, God’s love for us and how He wants to call us back to Himself.  No human being could have sat down and planned such a book.  The uniqueness of this book.  The themes that go all the way from the book of Genesis in the beginning to Revelation in the end are incredible.  

3.  The evidence of changed lives.  We could go around this room today and hear many stories about how this book, the Bible has changed somebody’s life.  The fact that the Bible has the power to make a difference in my life is one of the proofs along with its consistency and history.  We could talk about this all morning – the proofs of this.  I’d like to focus this morning not on the fact that you know it’s true but, “So what that it’s true?  What does that mean to my life?  How am I going to take the truth that is in the Bible and build it into my life?  

Jesus said in Matthew 7:24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”  Jesus says, “You want a foundation for life?  You want something you can stand on when the tough times come?  My words to you are like that.”  You might circle the words “hears these words” and “puts them into practice”.  How can I hear what God has to say and put it into practice so it makes a difference in my life?  

A lot of people have a name for the Bible.  They call the Bible, “the good book”.  I guess that’s an ok name because it is a good book.  I like a different name.  I’d rather call it The Guidebook.  A good book, I can put it on the shelf and say, “Isn’t that a good book setting up there on the shelf.”  But a guidebook I have to pull it off the shelf and carry it around with me in life.  This is what this book is for – to build a foundation for life, to help me make good decisions in life, to make a difference in who I am everyday of my life.

Today, some of you may be curious about this book.  Maybe it’s your first time in church in a long time.  Or you may be someone who respects this book.  Or you may be a person who believes this book or even loves this book.  But what I’ve discovered, whatever category you fall into, for many of us, no one has ever taken the time to show us how to use this book.  How do you use it as a guidebook for life?  I want to walk through with you a simple outline that has helped over the last 100 or so years millions and millions of people to come to grips with how does this book fit into life.  I want to use our hand as an illustration of ways to take this book and make it real in your life, some practical help.

Let the little finger stand for the first way to get the truth of this book into your life so that it builds a foundation.  If you want to let the truth impact your life…

1.  I NEED TO HEAR GOD’S WORD.  

There’s lots of ways to hear God’s word.  You can hear it in messages in church.  You can hear it on the radio, tapes.  When you hear God’s word, the Bible says in Romans 10:17 “So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.”  Every time you hear God’s word it raises your faith, it enables and empowers your faith.  That’s incredibly good news.         
But I’ve got some bad news for you too. The problem is, we tend to forget about 95% of what we hear after about 72 hours.  That depresses me.  To think that after all this work, two services, and after three days you’re going to forget 95% of it!  How do you do more than just hear it because hearing it isn’t enough?  Hearing is one way but it’s like holding on to it with my little finger.  If I try to hold on to this book with my little finger, it’s too heavy.  It starts to slip out very easily.  You’ve experienced this.  You hear a message and you think, “I'm going to do something about that.”  But before you even get out of the parking lot, the truth slips away.  How do you get a firmer grip on this so it lasts in your life?                   

2.  I NEED TO READ GOD’S WORD.

I need to start to read it for myself, let it make an impact in my life.  This book, the Bible, it’s the best seller in human history.  It’s filled with the kind of stories that we like to read.  It’s got stories about sin and sex and violence right in this book.  It also has stories about God’s compassion, how God reaches out to people who felt like they could never find God…about God working miracles in people’s lives.  It’s an incredible book.  It’s filled with stories of larger than life people.  People who fought against giants and won, who were swallowed by whales and rose again from the dead.  It’s a cornerstone of our entire civilization.  This book, the Bible, inspired the art of Michealangelo, the plays of William Shakespeare, the books of John Steinbeck.  It still inspires the films of Hollywood today.  Across this world there have been incredible numbers of freedom movements inspired by this book and changed the geographical and cultural center of our world.  Every time you talk, you tend to use phrases from this book that have become a part of our language.  “Wolf in sheep’s clothing”.  “Drop in a bucket” – those kind of phrases.  

Yet with all that, the incredible thing is how little we really read this book.  Statistics across the U.S., not just people who come to church but everybody in the United States, say that 91% own a Bible.  The average is we have three Bibles in our home.  And 80% of the people, when they’re surveyed, say that they believe the Bible is the most important book ever written, 58% of Americans say they think everything in the Bible is true.  

So why don’t we read it as much?  Why do we struggle to read it?  Maybe we don’t understand why God wants us to read it.  Does He want us to read it to scare us?  To scold us?  Revelation 1:3 “Happy is the one who reads the words of God’s message.”  God wants you to read his book because He wants to make you happy.  He wants to bring joy to your life, the joy of knowing which direction to go next, the joy of finding a solution where it didn’t seem like there was one possible, the joy of finding hope where there is nowhere else to find hope.  That's why He wants you to read this book.  

Deuteronomy 17:19 says, “The scripture shall be his constant companion.  He must read from it every day.  [Circle “every day”] of his life so he’ll learn to respect the Lord his God by obeying His commands.”  God wants all of us to read from His book on a daily basis.  This verse was originally written particularly to the king of Israel which tells me the more responsibility you have, the busier your life gets, the more important it is that you read from this book.  Why don’t we?  

I think one of the reason is sometimes we have a hard time understanding this book.  Have you ever watched a game of cricket on TV?  Last fall when I was in India, I spent the first night in the YMCA in Delhi.  I flipped on the TV and started watching a game.  It’s a very strange game.  Really weird uniforms to begin with.  This guy holds this little ball and runs at another guy and throws the ball at a peg and it bounces and the guy wearing really silly looking pads on his legs swings a really weird fat kind of a bat, barely hits the ball.  It dribbles out in the outfield.  He runs from one peg to the other peg and the crowd goes wild.  And I have no idea of what just happened.  I know that something exciting happened and I know that I should be able to celebrate about it but I have no clue.  

I think a lot of people read the Bible like that.  You read a verse and think, “I know this is important.  I know I should be excited about it.  But I don't really get it yet.”  There’s a lot of really weird words in this game called cricket.  They have words like bouncers and yorkers, and a play called a maiden-over.  Things called “out for a duck” and a “wicket”.  And they call their players “rabbits” and “ferrets”.   And I have no clue.  AND, my Indian friends had no understanding of American Football either.  They didn’t know the difference between a touchdown and a touch back, between an end zone and a red zone?  And the players, flankers and tight ends, quarterbacks, tackles, linebackers, safeties….  That’s a little bit weird too!”  

You pick up the Bible and start to read it and there’s some weird words in there.  “Righteousness”, “justification”.  But I enjoy watching football so I’ve spent a little bit of time understanding the game and I know when to cheer.  And if I would spend a little bit of time watching cricket, I’d enjoy watching it too because I’d know when to be excited and know what to enjoy and I’d know what was important and I’d know when to cheer.

And if you’ll spend just a little bit of time in this book, just make a little bit of investment – a few months of your life – you’re going to find out when reading this book you know when to cheer, you know what’s important.  That’s why I think sometimes we don’t read it.  Just take a little bit of time and the payoff will be incredible.  

Let me give you two suggestions.  As you start to read the Bible, two suggestions:
	1.  Read it in a translation that you can understand.  That’s very important.  I know a lot of you, your grandma or when you were a kid in Sunday School they gave you a King James Bible.  That was written 400 years ago, in King James English.  I'm not knocking the King James Bible but I want to say to you it is the best translation for any of you who are 400 years old an older.  You’re going to understand it the best if that's your age.  But if you happen to be born a little bit later than that, why not get a modern translation?  Not that the King James Bible isn’t beautiful.  That’s true.  But do you understand Shakespeare?  I have a hard time understanding King James English.  Get a translation that you can understand.

	2.  Read the Bible systematically.  Read it book by book.  Don’t use what we call the Skip and Dip method of Bible study or the Pray and Point – you pray “God, what do You want me to do today?”  You open the Bible up, point.  That has very bad results.  I would not do it that way.  If you’re going to read a book, where do you usually start?  At the beginning.  If you’re going to read the Bible, most people start with Genesis.  Then Exodus.  Eventually they’re going to get to a book in the Bible called Leviticus.  I don’t know how many people have determined to read through the Bible and got as far as Leviticus and given up.  I give you freedom and grace to do something today – skip the entire Old Testament and go right to the New Testament.  It’s shorter and quicker to read.  Read through the New Testament first.  It’s not that the Old Testament isn’t important.  It’s just if you read the New Testament first, you’ll understand the Old Testament.    You still probably won’t enjoy Leviticus, but at least you’ll understand it.  

Read the Bible systematically and read it from a translation you can understand.  If you read about fifteen minutes a day you’ll be able to read through the Bible in about a year.  Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” I have read you the first of the 31,101 verses of the Bible.  Now you’re already 1/31,100th of the way through.  What excuse to do you have not to finish?  If each verse in the Bible were a step, then reading through the Bible would cover about 17.5 miles.  Less than a marathon.  Certainly worth an investment of our lives.  Get to know this book that can change not only our world but more importantly can change our individual lives.  

You hear God’s word and you read God’s word and the third finger stands for…

3.  I NEED TO STUDY GOD’S WORD.
Not just read it but begin to really dig into it and study it.  Acts 17:11 “They accepted the message eagerly and they studied the Scriptures everyday.”  The Bible values this attitude of digging into the Bible and really understanding what it means.  What’s the difference between reading the Bible and studying?  The difference is you take notes when you study.  You write down something.  You learn something for your own life from it.  Those notes that you’re taking, you can make them on a piece of paper or the Bible itself.  I can find a favorite verse and highlight it in the Bible.  Some of you are thinking, “Lightning is going to strike him!”  You had a third grade teacher that told you it’s the Holy Bible.  You’re not supposed to touch it.  Can you imagine a football player after a game going up to the coach and saying, “Coach, you like how clean I kept my uniform?”  Would the coach be excited about that?  

What makes this Bible a Holy Bible?  The fact that you use it.  The more written in it is, the more used it is and the more holy it is.  That’s what makes it the Holy Bible.  You study God’s word by writing down things that God has said to you.  

Martin Luther talked about studying the Bible and he said, “I study the Bible like gathering apples.  First I shake the whole tree that the ripest may fall.  Then I shake each limb and when I shake each limb I shake each branch and then every twig.  Then I look under every leaf.  I search the Bible as a whole like shaking the whole tree.  Then I shake every limb – book by book.  Then I shake every branch giving attention to the chapters.  Then I shake every twig by carefully studying the paragraphs and sentences and words and what they mean.”  You dig into it. 

Why study it?  Why read it?  Why hear it?  Just for better information?  No.  God wants to build a foundation for our lives.  So I study and hear and read God’s word so that I can find the answers that I need for today, so I can find some hope that I need, so I can find the joy that I need and I have the energy that I want for this life.                  

More than anything, I want you to see that this book, the Bible, is given to us to help us develop a relationship with God.  I don’t want you to see it as a cold list of rules and regulations.  It really is God’s invitation to us to have a relationship with Him.  When you sit down and read the Bible it’s not as if you’re reading a list of laws.  It’s more like a father’s guidance.  Like God sitting down with you and saying, “Let Me help you with that problem you’re having with your kids.  I can show you how to make it through this one.”  Or God looking you right in the eye and saying, “I know you feel like there’s no hope right now.  Let me show you where there is some hope even in the hopeless days.” That’s what the Bible is about.  It’s a book about God’s relationship with us.  In His relationship with us, He wants to build a lasting foundation in our lives.  That’s why I hear it and read it and study it.  “Know what His Word says and means.”  2 Tim. 2:15 (TLB)
4.  I NEED TO MEMORIZE GOD’S WORD

Some of you right away are thinking, “That’s the one I'm not doing,” because the last time you memorized something that you can remember was when you were in third grade and you didn’t do very well even then.  I’ve talked to many people who say, “I just can’t memorize.”  

The truth is we can memorize one category of things.  As you talk with somebody about whether they can memorize and start to go down the list you find out they remember phone numbers.  They may have 20-30 phone numbers memorized of people who are their friends.  Stock quotes, business plans – they’ve got all that memorized.  I’ve talked to guys who say they can’t memorize anything but they know every Steeler of the last 30 years and the years they played.  

What’s the category of things that we can memorize?  We memorize what’s important to us.  Proverbs 7:2-3 “Guard My words as your most precious possession.  Write them down and also keep them deep within your heart.”  I'm not talking about just a mental exercise of memorizing God’s word.  I'm talking about getting a better grip on life, on truth, to build a stronger foundation for life.  

Psalm 119:11 “I have hidden Your  word in my heart that I might not sin against You.”  When temptation hits you, where does it hit you?  Sometimes it doesn’t come conveniently when you have a Bible and can look up a verse.  So if you put a verse in your mind it helps you when temptation comes.  The more verses you memorize the more help God can give during tough times, when you’re facing a decision, facing a time of depression or stress.  God can pop a verse into our minds to help us to make it through.  For most of us, all we’ve ever memorized is John 3:16.  (Not the verse.  Just the reference!)  We haven’t given God a lot to work with.  The more you give Him to work with, the more He can encourage you in tough times.  During tough times I don’t tend to run straight to a Bible.  But if I put His word in my mind it helps me to make it through.  

Once you’ve decided to do this, to take this challenge, how are you going to do it?  A few tips:
	1.  Always pick a verse to memorize that means something to you.  Don’t go off a list of verses that mean something to somebody else because we memorize what’s important to us.  Find a verse that really speaks to you and means something to you.

	2.  Decide when you’re going to memorize.  This is the toughest part.  Some people chose first thing in the morning - by singing the verse - while they’re exercising.  You get on the treadmill, get a verse and put it right in front of you.  Like 1 Timothy 4:8 “Physical exercise is of some value but spiritual exercise is much more important.”  Some people memorize while they’re going to sleep.  A great time to memorize is during all the spare, waiting moments of life.  Do you realize how much time you spend waiting at red lights on 119.  Write it out on a little card or hang it on your mirror and use that to memorize the verse.  This is going to help all of us.  Next time you’re sitting at a red light and the light turns green and the person in front of you doesn’t move, instead of saying what you usually say about that person who doesn’t move, think, “They’re probably memorizing a Bible verse.”  It’ll give you a lot better day if you think that.         

5.  I NEED TO MEDITATE ON GOD’S WORD

When you hear the word “meditate” you probably think something.  Our idea of meditation and the Bible’s idea is very different.  When you and I hear the word “meditate” we think loose your mind to the universe.  And there’s a sound that comes to mind – “Hmmmmmm”.  That is the exact opposite to the Bible’s idea of meditation.  The Bible’s idea of meditation is focusing your mind on a Bible verse so you can see how the truth fits in your life.  Look at a Bible verse and think, “How does that truth fit into the way I talk with my kids?  How does that truth fit in the way I'm managing my business, how I work for my employer?  How does that truth fit in the kind of attitudes I have today?”  That's what meditation on a Bible verse means.  

Look at the benefit.  Psalms 1:2-3 says, “They love the Lord’s teachings and they think about those teachings day and night.  So they are strong like a tree planted by a river.  Everything they do will succeed.”  The Bible says when you meditate on His word, it’s like planting yourself in rich soil where true success can come into your life.  Why is this so important, thinking about, meditating on God’s word?  Proverbs 4:23 “ Your life is shaped by your thoughts.”  What I'm thinking about today is what I'm going to become tomorrow.  That’s why this is so vital, so important.  So you focus on God’s word.  Focus your thoughts.

That takes a little bit of work, but there are lots of ways to do it.  A lot of times I’ll read through a passage and not get anything; I need to focus my thoughts.  You can focus your thoughts by picturing the Bible verse.  When Psalm 23 says, “The Lord is my shepherd,” you can picture what it’s like for God to be a shepherd and you His sheep.  You can focus your thoughts by just reading the verse out loud - by asking questions of the verse.  What does this mean to me?  How does this fit into my family?  What does this mean about some struggles I'm facing?  You can focus your thoughts by thinking about praying the verse back to God and talking to Him about what you’ve just read.  

When you do that the result is Joshua 1:8 “Meditate on the word day and night so you may be careful to do everything that’s written in it.  Then you will be prosperous and successful.”  Some of you from the beginning of this message have had a problem.  I’ve said I'm going to base this on the hand.  I’ve got five fingers and there’s six points.  You’re worried about where this is going.  

6.   I NEED TO DO GOD’S WORD

What’s the use of getting it in your hand if you’re not going to do something with it?  You get it in the palm of your hand, you do God’s word and you start to live it out.  You watch out for the greatest danger in Bible study that there is.  James talked about it in James 1:22 “Do not fool yourselves into just listening to the word.  Instead, put it into practice.”  You can fool yourself.  You can hear a lot of Bible studies or come hear sermons and hear people talk about the Bible and you can fool yourself into thinking that you’re growing spiritually, that great things are happening in your relationship with God when all that’s really happening is you’re listening to other people talk about it.  James said don’t fool yourself.

If we all went to a big weight room and you were all there working out and I walked in and got my lawn chair and set it up to watch you work out, I’ve got my bag of Doritos and I open it up and eat the whole bag while I watch you, I crumple it up, throw it away, pick my chair up and say, “Wow!  Wasn’t that a great work out!” would you think I was a little strange?  What’s it worth watching somebody else work out?  I’ve got to do it myself.  The question is, What will you do about what we’ve talked about today?  

And, by the way, the word “I” is very important.  Have you noticed how easy it is to figure out what other people should do about the Bible?  Like “I wish ‘so and so’ were here to hear this today.”  It’s so easy to figure out what other people should do because they’ve got to do it.  I hate it when I’ve got to do it.  

What are you going to do about God’s word?  The value of doing His word is that it builds a foundation that lasts for the rest of your life.  

This book, the Bible, is so easy to get today. It’s even at the checkout stand in the supermarket.  But I don't want to ever loose sight of its value.  I don’t want to ever lose sight of the price that it took for me to be able to hold this book and read this book and let it impact my life.  For the first 1500 years of Christianity only the elite few were allowed to hold the Bible for themselves.  And then they had to learn Latin to even read it.  In the early 1500’s William Tyndale decided to translate the Bible for the first time into the English language from the Greek so that everyone would have the chance to read it.  For that crime alone he was burned at the stake because people said everybody shouldn’t have a Bible, just a few people could understand the Bible.  You and I get to live in a day we can all hold this book and read it and let it impact our lives.  I don't ever want to loose sight of the price it took for me to hold on to this book.  I don’t ever want to waste the opportunity that I have to read this book.  And I don’t ever want to take that for granted.  I don’t want you to lose sight of the cost and I don’t want you to take it for granted and waste the opportunity.  So the question is, what will you and I do about what this book says?

Matthew 5:19 says “Whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”  Not only do them myself but help someone else to learn how to do them.  You need to be part of two groups….One where you are being fed spiritually, and another where you are doing the feeding – leading – teaching.  

What are you going to do?  What are you going to do about what we talked about today?  John 13:17 “Now that you know these things, do them.  That is the path of blessing.”

Prayer:

	Say to God,  “Here is my commitment.”  Tell Him as you’re making it.  “God, I want to make a commitment to reading Your word.  I want to make a commitment to spending time with You.”  Some of you, this may be your first time in church for a long time.  You wonder about God.  What better way to get to know Him than making a commitment to read this book that He gave as a gift to us.  Some of you have been coming to church for a long, long time but you haven’t been reading His word very much.  For you, it’s a fresh new commitment to say, “I want to make Your word to me a part of the foundation for my life.”  You’ve felt that foundation slipping lately.  

	Father, as we make these commitments to You, I pray more than anything that we’d make them out of a sense of anticipation and not guilt. Lord, I know a lot of people who feel guilt about the Bible.  Guilt about what they haven’t done.  I pray today that You give us the gift instead of feeling guilt, we would feel invited by You.  We’d feel the opportunity of the future.  As we make these commitments to You, we’d feel the joy of the fact that You want to have a relationship with us, that You want to build a foundation in our lives that gets us through the tough times.  So, God, we bring these commitments to You with a sense of joy and we say to You, “Help us to live them out.  Help us to get to know You better.  Help us to find in You the foundation that we really need.”  We pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
