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God Wrote A Book

WHY I BELIEVE IN THE BIBLE

PRAY
You might say… “Why don’t people believe in the Bible?” 

A survey of 100 people we’re asked this question: (Top Five Answers)

Name a common excuse or reason that people give for not believing the Bible.

5. Just a bunch of stories

4.  It was just written by man (it’s just a book like all others)

3.  Hey… I have my own source of truth 

2.  It’s to old to be true (2,000 years old)

1.  It’s filled with contradictions (it can’t even keep its own matters straight)

How many have heard these objections to the Bible?  None of them are true.  Everyone of them are absolutely wrong.

First off… The Bible is NOT just a bunch of stories - not at all.  It’s an historical document of events that really happened.  I want to show you that in a moment. 

The Bible is not written by men, yet God used men to write the Bible.  The Bible was written by God who inspired the scriptures (we’ll talk about that next Sunday).

For those who say that they have their very own source of truth – that is a very bad plan.

The number 2 answer – The Bible is too old and is not relevant is not true also.  We’re going to talk about that today.

For those who say that the Bible is filled with contradictions… That is absolutely NOT true.  I don’t know of a single one – I’ve read the whole thing a number of times.

You might be thinking… “You don’t mean to tell me that you believe absolutely everything that’s in this book.”  Yes I do. 

EVIDENCES OF WHY I BELIEVE THE BIBLE  (I pray that these will be your convictions as well as mine by the time we’re done.)

WHY I BELIEVE THE BIBLE
We are going to look at the EXTERNAL evidence of the scripture’s authenticity. 

Then… we’re going to look at the INTERNAL evidence of the scripture’s authority from the scriptures themselves.

Lastly, we’re going to look at the EXPERIENCIAL evidence and how the Bible impacts us and how it is not just another book.  

Isaiah 40:8 (NLT) 8 The grass withers and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands forever.” 

If this is really a supernatural book – if it is really a book that was created by the ruler of the universe – THEN IT SHOULD STAND ALONE AMONG ALL OTHER BOOKS.

Does that make sense?  It seems to me – that if God wrote a book – that He is going to keep it from flipping into obscurity and will continue to be alive and fresh.

So… let’s begin with the proof.

1. EXTERNAL EVIDENCE  - This is evidence outside the Bible itself.  Here’s the first thought:

A. The Bible Is Pre-Imminent Among All LITERATURE

I have a lot of information in my files and want to narrow it down for you to study.

Stack all the books up against the Bible of all time – but there isn’t any comparison.  It’s in a category all by itself.

1). The Bible Is Preeminent In Its CIRCULATION

It is read by more people in more languages then any other book in human history by far.

It has been translated into almost 350 languages around the world. No book comes close to that.

Some portions of the Bible have been translated into over 2000 different languages.

In fact… people have gone repeatedly where languages was not even known – learned the language – with the express purpose of translating the language into it.  It is their only written language!

30 years ago – The British Bible society – to meet their demands – copied 1 Bible per second.

That’s 22 a minute and 1,369 an hour.  32,876 copies every day just to meet the demands.  And… they are only one Bible printer.

In 1998 the Gideon we’re annually placing more than 45 million Bibles.  This averages out to 1 million copies of God’s Word every 8 days or 86 a minute.

Since 1815 – 1975 – 2.5 billion Bible have been printed and distributed.  There’s not a book that comes close to that.  The Bible is preeminent 

2). The Bible Is Preeminent In Its INFLUENCE

No book comes close in influencing human history like the Bible.  

More books are written about the Bible.  More books quote the Bible.  It has had a huge effect on the development of the human language.

More books have been written about How To Study the Bible then any other book.

Bernard Rahm – the theologian said, “From the Apostolic Fathers dating A.D. 95 to modern times – there is one great literary river streaming from the Bible – Bible dictionaries, Bible Lexicons, atlas’ and geographies.”

The list could go on and on… church history, religious bibliographies, hymns and songs, devotional works, commentators, philosophies of religion, etc.

There is an endless stream of books that are connected to the Bible.  The Bible Is Preeminent In Its Influence.

3). The Bible Is Preeminent Among All Other Religious WRITINGS

Someone might say… “What about other religious books that are out there?  What about some of those Eastern Religion books?  Koran, etc?

Montero Williams – (not to be confused with Montel Williams) – spent 42 years studying eastern books and comparing them to the Bible.  He says this about those books – “Pile them if you will on the left side of your study table and put the Bible on the right all by itself, all alone.  With a wide gap between them - it stands alone compared to all the other eastern religious books out there.”

Lots of people have written books about God but GOD ONLY WROTE ONE BOOK – It’s called the Bible.

It’s preeminent among LITERATURE.  It’s preeminent in CIRCULATION.  It’s preeminent in its INFLUENCE.  The Bible is preeminent among all religious writings.  

These are the external evidences.

2. Its PRESERVATION AGAINST ATTACK  
It goes without saying that the Bible is ever and always under attack.  There are many men and women in human history who have given themselves to wipe God’s Word off the earth.

No book has been so burned and banned and outlawed as the Bible.  The Bible could not exist today we’re it not God and had He not miraculously preserved it and kept it.

A.  From The Attack Of MAN

There are many who have tried to erase it from human history.

Ex.  The noted French infidel – Voltaire – who gave his life in France for the eradication of all Christianity – is quoted for saying… (he died in 1788) “that within 100 years of my death Christianity will be swept from existence and will have past into history.”

But what happened?  Voltaire has passed into history while the circulation of the Bible has continued to increase carrying blessing wherever it goes.  12:43

50 years after Voltaire’s death – The Geneva Bible Society purchased Voltaire’s house and used his own printing press to produce stacks of Bibles.

Isn’t that funny?  That’s the irony of human history.  THE BIBLE HAS BEEN PRESERVED BY ALMIGHTY GOD.

So… it has been preserved in history from 1- the attack of man and:

B. From The Attack Of TIME
Focus with me as I tell you some things that may not be familiar to some of you.

I’m going to talk about the subject of ancient literature.  The Bible is not the only old book.

There are many wise men and women who have given themselves to the study of ancient literature.

There are several subject matters that come up when you’re trying to determine the reliability of a book.

The question we all have today is this:  When we pick up the Bible is it an accurate representation of what was written when God wrote the book.

Now… there are three issues that come up to help us discern that we have a faithful representation of God’s Word.

1) The Number Of Manuscripts

Manuscript is the word that refers to the hand written copies.  We’ve only had the printing press for about 500 years.

Before the printing press – God’s Word was written and copied and copied and copied by hand over and over again.   All books were.

So it begs this question:  How many manuscripts do we really have?  If I was to tell you that there is only one written copy of God’s Word – you might say, “Well… that’s a little bit scary.”

2) Among The Manuscripts That We Do Have – Do they AGREE?
Because… if one manuscript says one thing and another manuscript says another thing and they don’t agree – we’d begin to wonder which one is really God’s Word.

3) How Much Time Is There Between The Original Writing And What We HAVE? 
Because… if I was to tell you that the oldest manuscript that we have for the Bible is 1974 – that would be a bit scary.

You would be thinking that there is no credibility in the writing because it is such a recent writing.

Let’s go back and look at the evidence of these THREE things:

First of all: in regard to the number of manuscripts – there are now more than 5300 known Greek manuscripts of the New Testament.

In addition to that – there are over 10,000 very old Latin manuscripts of the Bible.  In addition to that – there are over 9,300 other early versions.  

Listen to this:  TODAY – we have over 24,000 manuscripts, copies or portions of the New Testament.

You might say, “Well… could you compare that to something?”

Well… the Bible is in first place by far.  There are more manuscripts for the Bible then any other piece of literature.

Second place goes to a book called Homer’s Iliad.  It is a book of poetry by this guy that lived 500 years B.C. and he wrote a book about the TROJAN WARS and a bunch of poetry.

So… there are 24,000 copies of the New Testament or portions.  Homer’s Iliad has only 643 copies.

Now… 643 copies is a lot but compared to the Bible – it is nothing.  These scholars will criticize the text of God’s Word but stand up for Homer’s Iliad.

Let me tell you today… we can have a lot of confidence when we hold the Bible in our hands.

How about the SECOND issue – “How do these 24,000 copies compare to one another?”  Do they agree or not.

Sir Frederick Kenyon – one of the greatest authorities in the New Testament textual criticism says – “There is no fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith that rests on a disputed reading.  It cannot be too strongly asserted that in substance the text of the Bible is CERTAIN – especially as the case is with the New Testament.  The number of manuscripts of the New Testament is so large that it is practically certain that the true reading of every doubtful passage is preserved in some form or another.  This can be said of no other book in the world.”

That’s why this book is so unique.  It is GOD’S BOOK and God has preserved it.

In the N.T.  - There are a few things – like certain words that might have different meanings – and there is the passage where the Pharisees approach Jesus about the woman who is caught in adultery.

NOT ONE OF THESE passages affect the tenets of the Christian faith!

Let’s compare it to Shakespeare.  Did you know that there are large chapters and huge gaps and whole acts that are missing from the works of Shakespeare?

No one ever tells you that?  When you go watch a play – you think that it is all Shakespeare but they have filled in whole sections because the manuscript evidence for the works of Shakespeare is so sparse that in many places we have no idea what he really wrote.

And… that is just a few hundred years ago. There is no comparison of the evidence of the Bible compared to other works of literature.

Hear this… YOU HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO REASON TO WONDER WHETHER YOU HOLD IN YOUR HANDS A PURE PRESERVED COPY OF GOD’S WORD.

You might say… “Well – that is the New Testament – what about the Old Testament?”

For years… people used to question the O.T.  They would wonder how it could be true and if it was reliable.

One of the books that they used to ridicule a lot was the book of Isaiah.  People would say that all the stuff written about Jesus was written after Jesus was born.

Like Isaiah 53 – “All we like sheep have gone astray” and “He was wounded for our transgressions and He was bruised for our iniquities,” etc. – somebody wrote that after Jesus was born.

For years… the oldest copy of the Old Testament that we had was dated 900 A.D. and it was a concern to scholars.

Back in 1947 – there was this shepherd boy in Israel.  He was throwing a rock into some caves and heard a crash.

He went up to check on what it was.  What he found was this… he found the Dead Sea Scrolls.  

Eventually, they unearthed 40,000 manuscripts that we’re 1,000 years older then they had ever seen before.

Now… for years there we’re guys out there who we’re criticizing the O.T. and saying that the text was greatly corrupted.  They we’re saying that it wasn’t what it used to be and it had changed over time.

When they unearthed the book of Isaiah (an entire copy) that was 1,000 years older then any other copy that they had before – let me just read to you about what they wrote about what they found…

Let me read to you about Isaiah 53… They said… “Of the 166 words of Isaiah 53 there are only 17 letters in question after 1,000 years of copy and re-copy.  10 of these letters is simply a matter of spelling which does not affect the sense. 4 more letters are small stylistic changes. The remaining 3 letters comprise only one word – the word “light” that is added in v.11.  That doesn’t affect the meaning of the text.  Thus… in one chapter – there is only one word with 3 letters in question after 1,000 years of transmission and this word does not significantly change the meaning of the passage.”

God has preserved His Word!  GOD ALMIGHTY WROTE A BOOK and as men and women we’re copying and re-copying He was guiding their pens and making sure that we have the pure, unadulterated, uncompromised word of God. 

Let me add to that this… THE EXTERNAL EVIDENCE – Preeminent among literature, Preservation against attack and lastly (in this section) – 

3. PROOF FROM ARCHAELOGY  
Did you know that in the O.T. there are a lot of stories that college professors that have said, “That never took place.  That never existed.  You don’t believe that do you?”
 How many have had college professors say something like that?

That was a big thing back in the late 1800’s.  Everyone was criticizing the Bible.  But… then people started digging in Israel and it has changed what a lot of people are saying.

Let me give you a couple of examples about the things that people have criticized and the comments they have made about God’s Word.

William F. Albright – known for his reputation as one of the greatest archaeologist of all time said this, “There can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed the substantial historicity of the O.T. tradition.” 

He adds, “the excessive skepticism shown toward the Bible by important historical schools… has been progressively discredited.  Discover after discovery has shown the accuracy of innumerable details and has brought increased recognition of the value of the Bible as a legitimate source of history.”

Millard Burroughs of Yale University says this… “On the whole – archeology work has unquestionably strengthened confidence in the reliability of scripture record.  More then one archeologist has found respect for the Bible by the increased excavation in Palestine.  Such evidence of archeology has afforded thus far especially by adding additional and older manuscripts of the Bible.  It strengthens our confidence in the accuracy of the Bible transmitted through the centuries.”

Let me just give you three examples of archeology:

1- For years, college professors who have ridiculed the Bible have that Moses did not write the Pentateuch.  They say… “If Moses had really lived in 1400 B.C.  - people didn’t even write back then.  People didn’t even have a written language back then.  How could Moses have written it?

In addition to that, they say, “Beyond that… in 1400 B.C. - there is no way that they had such a complex system of government as is represented in the book of Deuteronomy.”

College professors put doubt into our kid’s minds about the Bible.  Then… they start digging over there and there and these college professors go… “Oops!”

For example – have you heard of the Ebla Tablets out of N. Syria? Since 1974 – they have uncovered over 17,000 ancient tablets at Ebla proving beyond any doubt that there was actually a written language during Moses’ time – even over a 1,000 years earlier then they thought there was.

In addition to that – in reading these tablets – they’ve found out that the legal system as recorded in Deuteronomy was very complex in all the region of the Mesopotamia and the near east.

This is making professors re-think about how they are criticizing the Bible about whether Moses wrote it or not.

2. Another thing that they like to jab us about is about the Hittites.  Almost 50 times the Bible talks about the Hittites and the war with them, etc.

People would say, “That is such a joke. There are no Hittites.”

Guess what archaeology has found – they have found the Hittites.  Over 1,200 years of detail and culture of a people who existed in the multiple of thousands called the Hittites have been unearthed.  OOPS.

3. Remember the story of Jacob who served his father-in-law Laban for 14 years to get Rachel and Leah as his wives?

As Jacob was leaving – Rachel, his wife reaches back and steals her dad’s idols.  People have criticized this and wondered why Laban would chase his son-in-law and daughters all over to get back some idols that he could buy at the corner store?  That’s ridiculous.

Then all of a sudden, (from J.P. Frees Archaeology and The Bible)
- “Over 1000 clay tablets we’re found in 1925 in an excavation of a Mesopotamian site. Subsequent work brought forth another 3,000 tablets that revealed the ancient site called “Nuzi.”

The tablets we’re written around 1500 B.C.  The illuminate the background of many biblical passages.

One example is the passage where Jacob left the home of Laban.  As they we’re leaving – Rachel stole the family images called “Teraphim.”  When Laban discovered the theft – he pursued his daughter and son-in-law and after a long journey over-took them.

Critics have long wondered why he would go to such pains to recover such images that he could have replaced easily in the local shop.

The tablets record once incident of a son-in-law who possessed the family images – giving him the right to lay legal claim to his father-in-laws property.

In other words… as long as the son-in-law had the idols – he owned everything that was the dads.  No wonder Laban chased him!

If we had time… I could give you 100’s of examples where archaeology has uncovered things that has made people change their minds about the Bible.

DON’T LET ANY ONE BACK YOU DOWN ON GOD’S WORD!  Don’t let anyone tell you a bunch of stuff.  If you don’t know the answer – tell them you will search it out and get back to them.

The truth’s of Christianity and the support for God’s Word has satisfied the greatest minds of Christian history for 2,000 years.

The people of God need to stop backing up and wonder if they have a reliable Bible document.  God wrote a book and we need to take it seriously.

2. INTERNAL EVIDENCE

Let’s talk about what IN the book.

A. The AGREEMENT We See In The Bible

You have to admit there are some amazing agreements in the Bible.  Let’s suppose we we’re going to take the people in this middle section.  Let’s suppose we ask all of you to write about a certain subject.  What do you think the possibility of those people all writing and agreeing about what they wrote?

ZERO possibility.

Think about your Bible.  We have a book that was written over 1500 years.  It was written by 40 different people of all walks of life – poets and shepherds and kings and preachers.

They we’re very 40 different people from many backgrounds and they write with amazing agreement.

Do you know why?  Because almighty God has his hand on the pen and He guided them to write the words that we’re his words.

THIS is a supernatural book.  There is an amazing agreement.

Someone might say, “Well… hang on for a moment – I’ve heard that the Bible is filled with all sorts of contradictions.”  NOT!

Next time someone says that to you – ask them to name them to you.

B. The Total CONSISTENCY Of The Bible

The Bible is so consistent.  Let me give you some examples.  Here’s 5 main categories of supposed contradictions:

(This is an important subject because if the Bible contradicts itself – how many would have a hard time believing that God wrote it?)

1) The Contradictions of Message

People say… “The Bible totally contradicts itself.  Read the O.T. and then read the N.T. and you will see that it totally contradicts itself.”
The O.T. says “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”  They say that Jesus says something different.

No it doesn’t.  Look at the sermon on the mount… Jesus said, “You have heard it said, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, but I say unto you, ‘turn the other cheek and go the second mile.”

That’s not a contradiction.  That’s a development of the message.  The O.T.  was law and the N.T. was grace.

There’s no message contradiction.  That is just said by some people who have no clue about the Bible.  They should read it and study it.

2) The Contradictions of Numbers

People get real technical about the Bible.  They say things like, “In Mark and Luke – it says that Jesus healed 2 blind men.  In Matthew – it says that he healed 1 blind man at Jericho.  Now… which is it?  Did he heal 2 or did he heal 1?”

Maybe it was 2 miracles at 2 different times?  We don’t know.  May be they are 2 totally separate days.

Don’t lose any sleep on this!

3) The Contradictions of Parallel Stories

Here’s one that you will hear in college a lot… “Read Genesis 1 and you see that God created man and woman together. And… in Genesis chapter 2 – you see that God took the woman from the man.  Now which is it? Both of those can’t be true?”


Genesis 1 is a fly by.  It tells the story of creation in general.  Chapter 2 comes back and gives more detail.  There are no parallel story contradictions in the Bible!

Here’s one of the biggest ones that is used… In Matthew 27 – it says that Judas hanged himself.  In Acts 1 – it says that Judas fell headlong and burst open.  (Those 2 things cannot both be true! – Agreed!)

If you’ve been to the Valley of Hinnom where he did that -  you will see big trees that hang over a cliff.  Imagine Judas going out there and hanging himself on a tree and the branch breaks.

If you look down the mountain 30-40 feet you will see jagged rocks.

In Acts – they we’re describing what it was like to discover Judas’ body – a horrific scene. Obviously, he hung himself and then the branch broke and fell to the bottom.

Both narratives are true.  One describes how he took his life.  The other describes how he took his life.

These are some of the biggest supposed contradictions in the Bible.

4) The Contradictions of History

People say… “there is no such place as Jericho” – and then they found it.

They say, “There’s no king called David” – and then they find (just recently) some tablets that refer to the House of David.

The “house of David” is used over 40 x’s in the O.T.

They say that there was no such thing as the EXODUS.  Now they have caves and tablets with pictures of women grabbing their babies running in flight.  They have paintings of this!  

It’s a picture of a massive group of people leaving Egypt in an emergency situation.

What’s interesting is this: only 1% of all archaeological digs have been uncovered.  Why do we allow people to stand in front of us and tell that there was no “this” or “that” when they’ve only looked at 1% of the evidence – if they even looked at that!

Romans 1:18 (NLT) 18 But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the truth by their wickedness. 

If God wrote a book – I need to read it and do what it says.

5) The Contradictions of Science

People will say – “The Bible just isn’t scientific.”  When you ask them to give you an example – they will say, “Well… look at the book of Joshua – where it says that the sun stood still for a whole day.  Any scientist knows that if the sun stood still for a whole day – the earth would explode.”
Duh!  We’re talking about the God who created the world.  If he can put one hand on the sun – can’t he keep his other hand on the earth and hold it together?

These scientists believe that if it can’t be explained on paper – then it didn’t happen.

I believe in a God who spoke the universe into existence – do you?

Some of the greatest miracles in the Bible are in Genesis 1.  Do you believe that the world was designed by a designer or do you believe that it was created by an explosion in space?

To me… option 2 requires a lot more faith.  I can’t see how you can throw a stick of dynamite into a printing press and out comes The Declaration Of Independence.  ORDER DOESN’T COME OUT OF EXPLOSIONS!

Our earth came from a creator.  If there is a creator – then you shouldn’t have a hard time believing in the miracles of the Bible.

I’m thrilled to know that the creator loved us enough to write a book.

6) The Contradictions of Prophecies

All through the O.T. there are prophecies – things that we’re written during a period of time and they foretold of some things that would happen in the future.

NO OTHER BOOK HAS THAT.

Consider with me just for a moment about the prophecies of Jesus Christ…

Do realize that Is. 9 promised child would establish an eternal kingdom?  Is. 7 says that he will be born of a virgin? Ps. 72 says that the promised one would be worshipped by shepherds and kings?  Micah 5 says that the promised one would be born in Bethlehem?

Some people would say that it is just luck.

Listen to this – there are 61 major prophecies of Jesus Christ that we’re written between 500 and 4,000 years before His birth.

Unbelieving scientist tell us that the statistical probability of just 7-8 prophecies coming true in one person is 1 in 100,000 trillion.

Josh McDowell describes it this way… “Take the state of Texas and cover it with silver dollars 2 ft deep.  Put a blind fold on a person.  Put a red dot on one of the silver dollars and ask him to wade out into the state of Texas and lay his hand on the silver dollar.”

There is ABSOLUTELY NO POSSIBLILTY THAT ALL THE PROPHECIES OF THE CHRIST CHILD COULD HAVE COME TOGETHER AS THEY DID UNLESS A POWERFUL GOD HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH IT.

God wrote a book.  There’s EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL evidence for it.  And…

3. EXPERIENCIAL EVIDENCE

Think about your own life.  People might not understand this but YOU will understand it.  Why do you have a Bible here today?

Put your hand on your Bible.  IF THIS IS GOD’S BOOK – THEN IT’S GOING TO IMPACT AND INFLUENCE ME IN WAYS THAT’S DIFFERENT THEN ANY OTHER BOOK!  True or False?

This isn’t like reading Reader’s Digest.  It’s a book that will make an impact on your life.

A. The Word Of God Is Gripping
There’s something about the scriptures that reaches down into your heart and just penetrates you.

Hebrews 4:12 (NLT) 12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 

You know what that means?  It means that when I pick up this book – IT KNOWS WHAT I’M THINKING!

It goes after things in my life that I need.  If I’m not telling the truth – the Bible “GRIPS” my heart about.

Loving our spouse?  Secret sins?  Does God’s Word grip your heart when you sin?

B.  The Bible Is Comforting

Has the Bible ever comforted you?  God wrote a book that can touch every person that opens it with a sincere heart.

C.  The Bible Is Convicting

I know that because God’s gets to me before I get to you.  I watch your faces as I preach and I see the spirit of God doing the work of God in your lives.

I see people’s tears running down their cheeks and see what God is doing in people’s lives.  God’s word speaks to our lives.

God wrote a book and it’s Gripping, comforting and convicting… And lastly…

D.  The Bible Is Freeing
How many of you that are here today have been set free by the truth of God’s word?

Jesus – You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.  We believe in this BOOK because God wrote and it sets us free.
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