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    Martin Luther's last writing was a short message written on a slip of paper the day before he died. This note was found on a table next to his death bed. What was on the note? Words of praise for the Bible and an appeal to read it with a humble spirit. Fitting last words for a man whose adult life was marked by an intense love for the Scriptures. This voracious appetite for the Word never stopped. Looking back in 1532, the reformer could comment,
· For some years now, I have read through the Bible twice every year. If you picture the Bible to be a mighty tree and every word a little branch, I have shaken every one of these branches because I wanted to know what it was and what it meant (LW 54:165).
    Throughout his adult life, even though he read it so many times, Martin Luther continued to have an incredible love for the Bible, never content with previous readings and insights, always wanting to better understand. Listen to what he wrote late in his life:
    The neglect of Scripture, even by spiritual leaders, is one of the greatest evils in the world. Everything else, arts or literature, is pursued and practiced day and night, and there is no end of labor and effort; but Holy Scripture is neglected as though there were no need of it. Those who condescend to read it want to absorb everything at once. There has never been an art or a book on earth that everyone has so quickly mastered as the Holy Scriptures. But its words are not, as some think, mere literature (Lesewort); they are words of life (Lebewort), intended not for speculation and fancy but for life and action. Why complain? No one pays any attention to our lament. May Christ our Lord help us by His Spirit to love and honor His holy Word with all our hearts. Amen

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
2 TIMOTHY 3:16 – 17
    The story is told of the night the Green Bay Packers lost an away game they were expected to win. After the team took the long bus ride back home, legendary coach Vince Lombardi made the players put their sweaty uniforms back on and march out onto Lambeau Field. The coach huddled them together and held up a pigskin, egg-shaped object high in the air and said, “Gentlemen, this is a football!”
Vince Lombardi knew one of the fundamentals of winning a football game is having a firm grasp of the basics. The same is true of the Christian life. So in the spirit of an unforgettable night in bitterly cold Wisconsin, I hold up a black leather book with onionskin pages and say to you, “Ladies & gentlemen, this is a Bible!”
Why is this so important? Why so essential?
KEY QUESTION: How can I know God and his will for my life?
    Knowing with confidence this book is the Word of God that contains God’s truth and will for our lives, and knowing how to read and understand it for ourselves, is as basic to the Christian life as a football is to the game of football. 

How do we know such important life matters as:
		• who the one true God is
		• God’s love for us
		• our birth into sin and separation from God
		• Jesus’ payment for our sin to restore us
		• the best way to live a successful and productive life
		• the truth about the future and God’s ultimate redemption of man
The Bible not only claims to give answers to these questions but also invites us to believe and embrace so much more.
KEY IDEA: I believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides my beliefs & action.
    We would only want to give this book the right to guide our lives if we truly believed it was from God. This is where we need to start our discovery. There are three big concepts we need to understand, and then we can decide for ourselves whether we think this book is from Him.
1. The Bible is inspired — breathed out by God himself
	2. The Bible is authoritative — possessing the right to direct our lives
		3. The Bible is infallible — unfailing in accomplishing its purposes
1. The Bible is inspired — breathed out by God himself
The Bible explicitly makes this claim: “All Scripture is God-breathed” 2 Ti. 3:16
The compound Greek word the author used for “God-breathed” is theopneustos — the same word used to translate the original Hebrew word into Greek in Genesis 2:7, where God breathed life into Adam’s nostrils. The writer of Hebrews confirms the claim: “The word of God is alive and active.” Heb. 4:12
Many books we read are truly inspiring. They stir something special in us. The Bible certainly has proven to be inspiring in this respect, but to say the Bible is inspired is to claim it is much more. God himself inspired this book. It is alive — a living organism.
What does this actually mean, and how did the Bible come together?
Contrary to what some may think, the Bible did not fall out of the heavens in a leather cover! Rather, it came to us over a long time through the oversight of God in four phases.
PHASE 1: Revelation
This phase simply refers to God’s ongoing decision to reveal himself to us. Paul’s letter to the Romans tells us God reveals himself to all people externally through nature. This is part of what’s called general revelation. “Since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities — his eternal power and divine nature — have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.” Rom. 1:20
God, thru general revelation, also reveals himself to everyone internally through our consciences:
When Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, & their thoughts sometimes accusing them & at other times even defending them.         												Rom. 2:14-15
    The internal sense of right and wrong and even the very existence of God himself are written into the code of our conscience.
God also reveals himself through a specific person at a specific time with a specific message to communicate from himself. Examples of special revelation are dreams and visitations of angels, as we see in the lives of Mary and Joseph, who were both given these direct messages from God. Through this special mode of revelation, God spoke to the authors who penned the books of the Bible, which leads us to phase 2. 
PHASE 2: Inspiration
God revealed, or breathed, his message into chosen people to be written down. In the Old Testament, it was predominantly the prophets, while in the New Testament, the apostles. It took over 16 hundred years, over 60 generations, 40+ authors from every walk of life: kings, peasants, philosophers, fisherman, poets, statesman, scholars, tax collectors and Rabbis - to write down the 66 books we call the Bible — all originally scribed on parchment paper in large scrolls. These books were written in many different places: from the wilderness to a dungeon; from the hillside to the palace;  from inside prison walls while a prisoner to an island while exiled; during different times of war & peace; written on 3 different continents: Asia, Africa & Europe and in 3 different languages: Hebrew, Aramaic & Greek!
In his second letter, the apostle Peter writes:
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:20-21
PHASE 3: Transmission
ILL,    The Bible Society of South Africa reports that in an early draft of their translation of the Bible into Southern Sotho (one of many South African dialects), the typesetter typed "jwala" (means "beer") instead of "jwalo" (translated "so"). The result of Genesis 1:9 was, "And God said: ’Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place. . . . And it was beer.’"
Transmission refers to the painstaking task in which the individual books were copied down to the scale and detail of classic works of art. Those involved in this process applied so much scrutiny to ensure authenticity was being maintained that one page often took several months to complete. Absolutely amazing how the scribes would copy the Bible down through the ages. These Jews who copied the Old Testament had very strict laws for copying. They would count every word of the book they were working on in the original, count the middle word, then the middle letter. Say a book had 7,000 words. Say the middle word was God. Middle letter of God would be "o". Write all this down. Now they’d begin copying word for word. When they got done, they would go back and count the words 7,000. Good. Middle word, and middle letter. IF the middle letter was G instead of "o" they’d rip up the copy and start over. God preserved the Bible very accurately for thousands of years.
   People say "I can’t trust. Bible been corrupted by translators and scribes." Can I trust the writings of the Bible if they’ve been so corrupted and changed over the years? 
    In summer of 1947 a young Arabian boy, Juma, lost track of one of the goats he was supposed to be watching. Region was Qumran, in Middle East. Lowest point on earth. Hillsides overlooking dead sea. When one of his goats wandered into a cave, the boy chased it. Lost...Hillside overlooking the dead sea, there are thousands of little caves. He threw a rock into the cave opening hoping to scare the goat out...heard crash--sound of pottery breaking. Ran home told his dad that there were ghosts in the cave. Father said, "No, no. not ghosts." Maybe there’s treasure in the pottery. Maybe silver or gold. Next day, they went and checked out what happened. Looked inside one of the caves and found old worn out jars, and broken pottery. Inside were old scrolls with leather backing. Took scrolls, sold to trader, who was going to sell to them to a shoe cobbler. Since the scrolls had a leather backing, the shoe cobbler was going to rip them up and make shoes out of them. Good thing didn’t happen. Eventually some Israeli scholars secured them, They looked in caves, found over 20 caves full of scrolls. The Dead Sea scrolls--the oldest manuscripts of the Old Testament ever found...written over 100 years before Jesus was born. 1000 years earlier than any of the other manuscripts available. Every book in whole or fragments of the Old Testament, except Esther. Some fragments. Isaiah scroll best from verse 1 to end. These scrolls would answer the question...is our Bible today different than these older records. What’s been changed? Conclusion---nothing. 
    Some minor misspellings and variant words, no substantial difference between ancient scrolls and the words we have in our Bible. Miraculously preserved through thousands of years of copying. 
    One scholar wrote about Isaiah Scroll, "proved to be word for word identical with our standard Hebrew Bible in more than 95% of text. The 5% variation consisted chiefly of obvious slips of the pen and variations in spelling. 
    These Dead Sea scrolls are so valuable, they’re housed in Jerusalem in a building called the Shrine of the Book. So priceless, stored in a nuclear-proof elevator. If nuclear attack, the elevator descend in a cement shaft into ground and automatically covered with a cement block wheel in a ground cylinder to protect it.
Today, we do not have any of the original scrolls, but we do have thousands of those copies. The New Testament has far more manuscript evidence than any other ancient work. with only a 25 year time span between the original and the earliest manuscript copies. The Iliad ranks next -- it has 643 manuscript copies with a 500 year time span between the original and the copies. Only 40 lines (400 words/variations) of the New Testament are in doubt between the 24,000 manuscript copies, compared to 746 lines in doubt of the Iliad’s 643 copies. 
In the New Testament, only 400 words carry any question as to their original penning, none of which relate to actual doctrine. This is a 99.9 percent accuracy rate. Scholar Benjamin B. Warfield had this to say after years of studying the development of the New Testament:
If we compare the present state of the New Testament with that of any other ancient writing, we must . . . declare it to be marvelously correct. Such has been the care with which the New Testament has been copied — a care which has doubtless grown out of true reverence for its holy words — such has been the providence of God in preserving for his Church in each and every age a competently exact text of the Scripture, that not only is the New Testament unrivaled among ancient writings in the purity of its text as actually transmitted and kept in use, but also in the abundance of testimony which has come down to us for castigating its comparatively infrequent blemishes.7 
    Now, what all of this leads to is this. The New Testament writings are superior to all comparable ancient writings. It has more manuscript evidence than any other book in existence. In other words, the Bible we hold in our hands today is made from a copy that is extremely accurate - that is close to an exact duplicate of the original. God’s not messing around with confusion on the Bible. We make it confusing in our churches, but God has done his part in giving us a reliable message. 

It is clear from these historical facts that God himself oversaw the handling and care of his Word in a meticulous manner. Factor in the numerous attempts at literary genocide of the Bible, and our confidence in it only rises. After an amazing amount of testing, time, energy, and divine guidance, in AD 400, nearly 370 years after Christ’s death, the sixty-six books as we know them today officially came together for the first time under one cover.8
PHASE 4: Translation
Translation refers to the process by which the Bible was translated from the original Hebrew and Greek copies into other languages. One of the first translations was in Latin and called Jerome’s Biblia Sacra Vulgata.
Today we have a variety of translations & paraphrases of the Bible, with more in process. Many ministries are working with people groups all over the world to bring the Bible to the estimated 180 million who do not have Scripture in their own language. To date, only 513 of the more than 7,000 languages in the world have complete Bibles in that native tongue.9 
After investigating the origins and process throughout history of how this special book came to us, millions of people have come to believe it is the very Word of God. I am definitely one of those people. How about you?
2. The Bible is authoritative — possessing the right to direct our lives
As the Word of God, the Bible has the right to govern a Christian’s life. As a result, we cannot treat it as a buffet, where we pick & choose what we read & obey, but rather we must take the entire book as a total work & accept every word. As we swear with our left hand placed on a copy of the Bible in a courtroom, it is “the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me, God.”
The longest psalm in the Bible celebrates the Word of God and its authoritative nature:
Blessed are those whose ways are blameless,                                                                  who walk according to the law of the Lord.
Blessed are those who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart — 
	they do no wrong  - but follow his ways.
You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed. Psalm 119:1 - 4

When we submit to the authoritative worth of the Bible it ends up Changing Our Lives 

    Millions of people can testify to the power the Bible has played in their lives. I can tell you about my life. Not perfect, ...but different.  Reading the Bible and applying it’s Truth can give us life transforming power. 

ILLUS: When the American army stormed across Okinawa, soldiers found villages of unbelievable poverty, ignorance, and filth. But Shimmabuke, a small obscure community, was different. Homes and streets were clean, the villagers poised and cultured, enjoying a high level of health, happiness, intelligence and prosperity. 
    Why was Shimmabuke different? Thirty years previously an American missionary on his way to Japan had stopped there. Before he moved on he made two converts, left a Bible, and passed on. From that day the people of Shimmabuke had seen no other missionary, had no other visit with any Christian person or group. But in those 30 years the inhabitants had made the Bible come alive. The two converts had taught the villagers its truth until every one became a Christian. 
    Then came the American army. Clarence Hall, a war correspondent wrote the following... 
"I strolled through Shimmabuke one day with a tough old Army sergeant. As we walked he turned to me and whispered hoarsely. "I can’t figure it, fellow--this kind of people coming out of only a Bible and a couple of old guys who wanted to live like Jesus!" Then he added what was to me an infinitely penetrating observation: "Maybe we’ve been using the wrong kind of weapons to make the world over!" 
***********    Archeology confirms the Bible can be trusted. The Manuscripts prove the Bible is reliable. Prophecies reveal a supernatural source for the Bible. and Changed Lives reveal the Power of the Bible. It can be trusted. It is reliable. It’s up to us to get the most our of it. 

3. The Bible is infallible — unfailing in accomplishing its purposes
The prophet Isaiah writes:
As the rain and the snow 
come down from heaven,
and do not return to it 
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish, 
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.11
Psychics are a dime a dozen. But their accuracy rate is lousy.  
    One subject that separates the Bible from any other book is prophecy. The prophecies are precise. Many times they’re hundreds, even thousands of years in advance. And they are fulfilled to the smallest detail! 
    A prophecy in Ezekiel 26:1-6 reads, ". . . the word of the LORD came unto me, saying. . . Behold, I am against you, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against you. . . And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock. It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD. . . " 
    Three years later, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon surrounded Tyrus. But before he came, the people of Tyre escaped to an island, a half-mile offshore. After thirteen years of siege, the Babylonians "broke down her walls" and "broke down her towers", destroying the city on the mainland. By that time, the escaped people had re-built the city of Tyre on the island. And because Nebuchadnezzar had no navy, the city on the island remained untouched. Even though Nebuchadnezzar, destroyed the city, he didn’t fulfill Ezekiel’s prophecy. But 250 years later, Alexander the Great took the rubble Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction left, and they "scraped her dust", the wood, rock and stubble from the destroyed city, and they built a causeway, like "the top of a rock". They marched on the rubble-causeway, into the island and destroyed it. And if you travel to site of old Tyre today - you’ll see fisherman "spreading their nets" to dry on what was Tyre! Exactly, as Ezekiel prophesied around 586 B.C.! Over 2500 years before it happened! 
    One more example: Babylon which destroyed Tyre in the first place. Babylon--60 miles south of Baghdad, Iraq. It was largest and most powerful nation on earth at one time. Bible said it too would be destroyed. Not only destroyed, but become a pile of rubble and "never be inhabited" (Isa 13:20). This is specific. Lots of cities destroyed and built up again. WWII, London rebuilt. German cities like Munich, Frankfurt, Cologne, and Berlin became rubble by allied bombs, rebuilt. Jerusalem destroyed twice. Visit it today. Hiroshima and Nagasaki rebuilt after Atomic Bomb. Say Babylon never be inhabited. Never means never. Babylon destroyed in 539 B.C and is simply a pile of rubble. If every skeptic gave $1 surely they could rebuild Babylon and prove Bible wrong. 2500 years to do it. But God said never. Bible says when Babylon is destroyed it will stay that way forever. More prophecies no time to mention.  
    No book in history has dared to predict the future to the degree the Bible has, without being proven wrong.
    For the sake of time, let’s narrow it down to just the prophecies that dealt w/ the coming of Christ, 2000 years ago.

Over 300 direct prophecies in question, like, (14)

Is. 7:14		He would be born of a virgin	Lk. 1:7		that happened!
Micah 5:2	born in Bethlehem	 Lk. 2:4				that happened!
Gen. 49:10	born of tribe of Judah	 Mt. 3:3			that happened!
Psalm 78:2	speak in parables	 Mt. 13:34			that happened!
Zech. 9:9		ride on colt of a donkey	 Mt. 21			that happened!
Is. 61		heal broken-hearted	 Lk. 4:18			that happened!
Is. 53:3		rejected by own	 Jn. 1:11				that happened!
Is. 53:7		stand silent before accusers	Mk. 15:5		that happened!
Ps. 22:18		cast lots for His robe	 Jn. 19:23		that happened!
Ps. 22		(hundreds of years before crucifixion ever 
			  invented or thought of) prophets 	said 
			 they would pierce His hands and feet, &     that happened!
Ps. 22:1		“my God, why forsaken me?”	Mt. 27:46		that happened!
	v. 5		tongue cleave to jaw	 Mt. 26:15		that happened!
Zech. 11:2	sold by enemies for 30 silver	Mt. 26:15		that happened!
Is. 53:9		buried w/ rich	 Mt. 27					that happened!

One skeptic said, “certainly this is the most striking coincidence of details.” :)
    Dr. Charles Ryrie points out that, by the law of chance, it would require 2 hundred billion earths, each populated w/ four billion people, to come up w/ one person who could achieve one hundred accurate prophecies w/out any errors in sequence. But, in Christ’s coming alone, there were not 100, but over 300 prophecies fulfilled! And that’s just the tip of the iceberg, the prophecies dealing w/ His first coming!
    Ill.—Cover the state of Texas w/ quarters, 2 feet deep, mark the back of 1 of them with an X. Fly a man in and drop him anywhere you want in the state, blindfold him, and ask him to find that quarter with the X first try! That’s the chance of just 8 of the Bible’s prophecies being fulfilled by coincidence!
    It’s more than just a “striking coincidence,” it’s evidence that demands a verdict! The problem, Mr. skeptic, - is, you love your sin, and if the Bible is true, you are condemned!

The Bible:
	It’s salvation to the sinner/
	     sanctification to the saint/
	     sufficient to the suffering/
	     satisfying to the scholar!

    It’s so deep the scholar can swim in it for a lifetime w/out ever touching bottom, yet so simple, a child can approach it for a drink, w/out fear of drowning! I love it’s depth, but the greatest truth I’ve ever learned is this:
Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so! 

What God’s Word says has come about, and will come about. What God’s Word says it will do in our life, it will do in our life.
KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
If someone actually believed this about the Bible from their heart, how would they live differently?
• The Bible is the lens from which we view the world. Every one of us sees the world and each day unfold through a set of lenses. When we look over our shoulder, these spectacles form an image in our mind of the past. As we squint to see as far as the eye can see, these lenses will give us a vision of the future. God’s Word informs what we think & feel about everything we encounter. We see the intervention of God in history, in our present lives, and on into the future as he continues to write HIS grand Story.
• We are obligated and motivated to study the Bible to understand God’s will for our lives. The apostle Paul wrote, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.”12 The Bible forms the content of truth we seek to marinate our minds in. We seek to do as the psalmist suggests: “I meditate on it all day long.”13
• The principles in the Bible must govern our lives, even when we don’t fully understand or like what it teaches. In the book of Proverbs, we find this wise command: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart & lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”14 
    Renowned theologian Søren Kierkegaard challenges our false front: “The Bible is very easy to understand. But we Christians are a bunch of scheming swindlers. We pretend to be unable to understand it because we know very well that the minute we understand, we are obliged to act accordingly.”15 
    The writer of Hebrews tells us the Bible is “sharper than any double-edged sword” and “penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” Heb. 4:12 Put another way, its words have a way of getting under our skin. 
The Bible is not a book of suggestions, but rather claims to be the very Word of God and invites you to let it rule and guide every aspect of your life. So, are you in or out?
Do you believe the Bible is the Word of God and that it has the right to command your belief and action? 
    Remember Luther’s LOVE for God’s Word!















