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I took a trip down memory lane this week.  To do so I had to rummage through a couple of boxes in the garage.  I had to wipe some dust off some covers.  I had to carefully bend back some pages.

I went back to Christmas Day when I was eight years old. I thought the package was going to be an HO scale model train set. It wasn’t. Instead I opened up a Bible. The first Bible I am aware of that anyone gave to me. My parents gave me the Bible for Christmas. 

They gave me a Bible instead of a train set. Did I jump up and down with joy? No. Maybe I was too young to understand the gift. For sure I was too young to understand the “Thees” and “Thous” of a King James Version. I don’t know what else they gave me that Christmas. But I do know this: I still have that Bible.

My faith began to deepen its roots as a teenager. I went there this week too. My first job produced my first paycheck and with it I bought the first Bible I ever purchased myself. It was a different version that was easier to read and I vowed to read it on a regular basis. I did. About once a week.

That Bible stayed near me until I entered college. All freshman were required to use the same Bible so my teenage Bible was replaced with a bigger one. In it I took notes from great teachers like John Willis and J.D. Thomas, Neil Lightfoot and Carl Spain. I wrote in margins what preachers like Lynn Anderson and Landon Saunders taught me and a word or two from an internship with a young minister named Max Lucado. It’s underlined and color-coded, pen-marked and page-faded.

There are others filled with other memories. The one from high school graduation. The one another preacher from another tribe gave me as a sign of unity. The one with larger print before I admitted it was time for glasses. One that’s really all Greek to me (Greek New Testament). All different. And yet all the same. And they’ve all guided my life at different stages. 

There are many Bibles in my study and many Bibles period. Over 100 million are sold or given away every year. The Gideon’s give away a Bible every second. In an American Bible Society survey last year “88 percent of respondents said they own a Bible, 80 percent think the Bible is sacred, 61 percent wish they read the Bible more, and the average household has 4.4 Bibles.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Americans Love The Bible But Don't Read It Much, Poll Shows by Caleb Bell
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/04/americans-love-the-bible-but-dont-read-it-much_n_3018425.html] 


Doug Birdsall of the American Bible Society says that our relationship to the Bible is analogous to the problem of obesity in America.  People realize they are overweight but won’t follow a diet.  He adds, “People realize the Bible has values that would help us in our spiritual health, but they just don't read it.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid.] 


What is so important about this best-selling book of all time that the average American home has 4.4 copies and yet the majority only read it four times a year or less but 61% wish they read it more?

To begin with, the Bible is God-breathed. In the second most famous “3:16” passage, 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us “All Scripture is breathed out by God . . .” The word used for “breathed out” is theopneustos. It’s a strong metaphor that sets the writing of Scripture apart from any other writing. God breathed life into the words we find in Scripture.

The first time God’s “breath” is mentioned is in Genesis 2:7: “then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.” 

Throughout Scripture many metaphors are given to describe God and his actions towards mankind. He is said to have “hands” and “ears” and even “walked” with humans. And just as we don’t push those metaphors too far, neither should we overwork this one. The point is that God gave life to man. And God gives man life through his written word. It is inspired by him.

Other books are inspiring. Try reading Unbroken. You’ll be caught up in the incredible story of Louis Zamperini. His run at the Berlin Olympics, his survival of a Japanese Prisoner of War Camp and his later conversion to Christ will inspire you to live life to the full. 

But it is not God-breathed.  The Bible is a truly unique book that only God could have woven together.
· It was composed over sixteen centuries by forty different authors and yet there is one central theme throughout.
· It was written by shepherds and soldiers, fishermen and tax collectors.
· It was written in different countries utilizing different styles including narratives, poetry, wisdom writings, gospels, letters and apocalyptic. 

Through all those years through all those authors through all those places and what was produced was a singular theme woven throughout. Sixty-six books placed together, first written on parchment and later a printing press to today’s electronic files. Behind it all was the same breath breathing life into the lungs of the pages.

Some insist that “God-breathed” means “no mistakes.” How could there be mistakes if God were behind the writing? Can you imagine God turning in a manuscript to an editor and having it come back with red ink? Hardly.

But we can imagine humans making a few mistakes along the way. And just as God uses imperfect humans today to share his word he used them then. Most who argue that there were no mistakes point to the “original autographs” or the original writings, as in the very first parchments that were used by Luke or Paul or even Moses.

When I was in seminary I was surrounded by students who wanted to discuss this subject ad nauseum. One day I asked them, “Well, those original autographs, as far as we know, don’t exist today do they?” The answer was “no, of course not.” “And, what would happen to your faith if they did exist and an error was found or an inconsistency was found?” Usually, in unison, I’d hear, “Nothing. We’d still believe the basic truths of God’s word.”

At that point I’d walk away, my point being made. God’s breath is all over the pages of Scripture. He used imperfect humans to write down his words and allowed them to use their personalities and understandings of their times to bring us his inerrant truth today. 

He did this in a way that only God could. Consider this:
· Around 900 BC someone wrote or transcribed or assembled the Pentateuch, or the first five books of the Old Testament. Stories that had been handed down verbally were now written down.
· Around 400 BC the last book of the Old Testament is written.
· Between 300-200 BC Ptolemy Philadelphus commissioned the Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Old Testament. This is important because most of the Old Testament quotes in the New Testament are from the Septuagint. It becomes somewhat of a “hinge” between the Hebrew language—which the Old Testament was originally written in—and the New, which was written in Greek.
· Around 100 AD the final books of the New Testament are written.
· In 367 AD the final canon of the New Testament is established (St. Athanasius' Easter Letter of 367).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  See Jason Boyett, Pocket Guide to the Bible: A Little Book About The Big Book (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2006) p. 134-138.] 


The Bible you hold in your hand or read on your Tablet is living with God’s very breath. And if you believe that then the Bible is Authoritative for Life. 	“All Scripture is breathed out by God…” Paul writes and then adds “…and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

There are countless “self-help” books available to help you organize your life and work. But for the Christian there is only one book to turn to for guidance in life.

The Psalmist understood this. In the longest Psalm, Psalm 119, the writer extols the benefits of God’s law in his life. One example: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (119:105). We want to live well and the God-breathed word shows us the way.

I’m reminded of the story of three golfers who died and went to heaven.  Upon arrival St. Peter tells them that they get to golf all they want in heaven on a course that looks like Augusta Pines and they’ll all shoot par or better for eternity.  There is only one catch.  He tells them, “Just don’t hit any ducks.”

They think that’s a little strange but they begin golfing.  For a thousand years they golf and then one day one of the men tees off and hits a duck. The three look at each other and then see St. Peter coming from over a bunker. He has a not-too-attractive woman with him, walks up to the man who hit the duck, and cuffs the woman to him. “This is what you get for hitting a duck.”

The other two shrug and keep on golfing for another thousand years until one day one of them hits a duck. Sure enough St. Peter appears with another not-too-attractive woman, walks up to the man, cuffs the woman to him, and says, “That’s what you get for hitting a duck.”
Well, the third man decides to continue golfing by himself.  His game keeps getting better every thousand years until one day he hits the longest drive of his heavenly existence right in the middle of the fairway.

He’s gloating about his shot when he sees St. Peter coming from the trees with the most beautiful woman he’s ever seen. St. Peter walks up to the man, cuffs the woman to him, and walks off.  The man is jubilant, jumping up and down and saying, “I don’t know what I did to deserve this.”

The woman looks at him and says, “I don’t know what you did. But I hit a duck.”

We don’t want to hit ducks, do we? Not on a golf course. And not in life. So as Christians we look to this book to help us avoid the ducks in our path. 

Imagine with me what your life would be like if you followed the guidance the light of this book gives you.
· Forgive as Jesus taught and see if your relationships don’t last longer and go deeper.
· Steward your finances as scripture teaches and see if you don’t get out of debt and become more generous.
· Pursue faithfulness with your spouse and see if you don’t find a happier home.
· Take a day to rest each week and see if you aren’t more peaceful the other six days.

Try it and see. Because these words are God-breathed they can do more than leave you to yourself to find help. The same breath that breathed life into the first man can breathe life into you. David wrote these words that were God-breathed and life-tested:

	The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul;
	the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;
	the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
	the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes;
	the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;
	the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether.
	More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
	sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. (Psalm 19:7-10)

For most these words have not been tried and found untrue. They have merely been untried. God’s word can change a person’s life by changing a person’s mind. The Apostle Paul taught us to be “transformed by the renewal of your mind” (Romans 12:2). The word used for “renewal” can be translated “renovate.” Renovation work needs to be done in our thinking because it has been damaged by other influences.

Notice that the words right before these say “Do not be conformed to this world…” The Greek word for “conformed” is the word from which we get our word “schematic.” The world tries to conform us to its schematic, or way to view and live this world. God’s word gives us another schematic and time spent there will renovate our thinking.

Which in turn will renovate our lives. Why? Because the written word will lead us to the living Word. When talking to my seminary friends I came to realize that often our faith is in the written word rather than in Jesus. John calls Jesus “the Word,” the logos of God. We get our words “logic” and “logo” from this Greek word.

All of scripture points to Jesus. The Old Testament is looking forward to him. The Gospels tell us about him. And the rest of the New Testament see Christ as their reference point. He is God’s logic or reason, the way God thinks and acts. When we see him, we see his logo. Just as an apple with a bite out of it says “Apple” to you, just as a Swoosh says, “Nike,” and just as Golden Arches say, “Not again!,” Jesus says “God.”

If your reading and study of this book do not lead you to Jesus then it might be worth another read. John tells us the purpose of his gospel account by saying, 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. John 20:30-31

Our key belief today is that “The Bible is the inspired Word of God that guides my beliefs and action.” Do you believe that today? Then take up one of the 4.4 Bibles in your house or on your mobile devices and read. Read it alone. Read it with other Christians. Let teachers help you understand. Take your own walk down memory lane through your Bible.

But most importantly, let it lead you to Jesus. You’ll feel the very breath of God giving you life.
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