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SERIES: BELIEVE, Week 3 - SALVATION
DATE: October 4/5, 2014 
SERMON: Heaven on Earth
SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 2:8-9
KEY QUESTION: How do I have a relationship with God? 
BIG IDEA: We believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
SYNOPSIS: Salvation is more than just getting into heaven when you die. It is about getting heaven into you before you die.
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW? Salvation is more than just getting into heaven when you die. It is about getting heaven into you before you die.
WHY DO THEY NEED TO KNOW IT? So they can experience health and wholeness right now through a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO DO? Enter into a relationship with God by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
WHY DO THEY NEED TO DO IT? To be saved. 
MEDIA:
ELEMENTS: Communion


IT’S COMPLICATED
I’ve discovered over the years that one thing that really frustrates me is when an issue that seems simple enough to resolve ends up being overly-complicated. 
Some recent examples:
· I need a new blade for the lawnmower. No problem. I’ll just buy a new blade. Problem: I can’t get the old blade off!
· Cell phone debacle
· Riding mower
But perhaps nothing frustrates us more than when a relationship that started so simply – she likes me; I like her; we have fun together – ends up being complicated. In fact, “It’s complicated” is now a legitimate relationship status along with dating, married, and divorced. We use it to describe a relationship that is somewhere between “exclusively dating” and “mortal enemies.” 
· We were engaged, but he cheated on me. I love him, but I want to kill him! It’s complicated.
· We have a lot of fun together, but we fight a lot. We break up then we get back together. We break up again and get back together again. I love her, but I can’t stand her! It’s complicated.
Last week somebody posted on Facebook that she swore in front of her pastor (which happened to be me). I replied, “That’s nothing. I swore AT my pastor today.” To which somebody else replied, “Do you really have a pastor or did you swear at yourself?” 
My response? “It’s complicated.” 
It’s true. Relationships are complicated. Even those you have with yourself apparently. 
---
Last week we talked about how God is both Big and Small. He is Great and Good. He is a personal God who wants a relationship with you. 
KEY QUESTION: How do I have a relationship with God?
Relationships are complicated. So I think we just assume that trying to have a relationship with God is also complicated. So either we don’t even try or we try and give up. 
We think: 
· You have to obey all the rules… only you’re not sure what all the rules are… and they seem to be constantly changing. It’s complicated.
· You have to go to church every Sunday, dress a certain way, and speak a certain language called Christianese. It’s complicated.
· You don’t understand. You won’t understand. So you have to have someone holier than thou explain it to you over and over again because it’s just too complicated.
· You think you’re doing great and then you do something stupid. Certainly God is mad at me for being such an idiot. I’m sure He’s going to break up with me. It’s complicated. 
Maybe you’ve felt that way before or perhaps you feel that way today. You’re confused, frustrated, and perhaps a little angry. If a relationship with God is this complicated, why even bother? 
We make it complicated, but God makes it pretty simple. 
WE’RE ALL BROKEN
In week 1 we talked about our belief in the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God exists in community, and he created people in this image of community – to be in relationship with Himself and with each other. So like a father to His children, God walks and talks with His creation – Adam and Eve – in the garden. He guides them, provides for them, and protects them. 
But because Adam and Eve have free will, they choose to reject God’s instructions. They choose their own way instead of God’s way. That’s what sin is. It’s choosing our way instead of God’s way. So when Adam and Eve sinned they broke their relationship with God. They didn’t trust God and as a result God lost His trust in them. And trust is foundational for any relationship. 
When we sin, we break trust and damage the relationship. In fact, it is our sin that makes relationships so complicated.
The Bible says that we’re all sinners. 
“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” (Romans 3:23, NLT) 
We’re all trust-breakers; relationship-wreckers. 
Because of sin:
· Marriage is a battle rather than a blessing.
· Parenting is a burden rather than a joy. 
· Relationships are complicated instead of simple.
We’re all broken. We need help. The help we need is called salvation. 
“Salvation” is one of those super-churchified words. We tend to hear the word “salvation” and we think about something like saying a prayer so we can get into heaven when we die. But, in the Bible, salvation is something so much more than just “fire insurance.” The Greek word for “save” is sodzo.  It means to “rescue from danger,” “restore to health” and “make well.” Could it be that there are dangers in your life – hurts, habits, and hang-ups – that you need to be rescued from? Are there places in your life that need healing and restoration? 
THREE STORIES OF SALVATION
Luke 7:36-50
There’s a story in Luke 7 where Jesus goes to eat at a Pharisee’s house. Pharisees were the religious elite of Jesus’ day and in the Gospels they are often depicted as Jesus’ nemesis. So anytime you see in Scripture that Jesus is going to a Pharisee’s house, you should grab some popcorn, take a seat, and watch the fireworks.  
No sooner had Jesus taken his place at the table when a “certain immoral woman” comes in and starts weeping at his feet. Her tears fell on his feet, so she wiped them off with her hair. Then she pours expensive perfume on his feet and kisses them over and over again. 
Good thing Jesus wasn’t married because that would be a hard one to explain to the wife. Awkward! 
The Pharisee thinks that this proves Jesus is not a prophet because he would have known the woman was a sinner and surely he would not allow a sinner to touch him.  But Jesus, knowing his thoughts, promptly replied to him about what he was thinking which pretty much proved Jesus was a prophet. Oh snap!
Jesus tells him a story about two people who owed money to a moneylender. One owed ten times more than the other and both were forgiven their debt because they couldn’t pay it. Then Jesus asked which one would love the moneylender more. The Pharisee correctly answered, “I suppose the one for whom he cancelled the larger debt.”
Jesus went on to point out to the Pharisee that he had done nothing for Jesus.  He had not brought water for his feet, he did not greet him with a kiss, and he did not anoint him with oil.  All were things a good host would do. But the woman did all three.  
His point is that the one who is forgiven little loves little while the one who is forgiven much loves much. Then look at what Jesus does: he tells the woman her sins are forgiven and then he tells her, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace” (v. 50). 
The word for “saved”? Sodzo. Her faith had rescued her and made her whole. He tells her to “go in peace.” Now that she has been rescued and restored to health, she is to go live in that wholeness. It’s a new life for her. Her sins are forgiven. The old is gone. It’s a fresh start.
Luke 8:40-48
In the next chapter there is another story where Jesus is walking through a crowd of people. It’s like going to the Minnesota State Fair on Labor Day – people pressing in on every side bumping and pushing. As Jesus was walking through this suffocating crowd, a woman who had been hemorrhaging for 12 years touches the fringe of his robe.
Immediately, she was healed.
In this crowd of people where dozens, perhaps hundreds, of people are touching Jesus, he stops and asks “Who touched me?” No one would fess up. They’re all like, “I didn’t do it,” even though they probably all had. Peter reminds Jesus that the people are pressing him on every side. Come on Jesus, what’s the big deal?
Jesus says, “No, this is different. Somebody deliberately touched me and I felt healing power go out from me.” 
Then the woman, knowing she’s busted, fesses up. 
Notice what Jesus said to her: “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace” (v. 48).
The word for “well”? Sodzo. “Save.” Same word as in the previous story.  Exact same line as in the previous story.  One has to do with forgiven sins.  The other has to do with physical health. And both have to do with being rescued from danger, finding wholeness, and entering into a different life than they had before.
Luke 19:1-10
One more example is found in Luke 19. It’s a “short” story about a man named Zacchaeus. He was a tax collector which meant he didn’t have many friends. He collected taxes for the Romans and then took extra for himself. He heard Jesus was coming to his town and he wanted to see him but, because he was a “wee little man,” he couldn’t see. He did what any astute, savvy businessman would do. He scurried up a tree.
He sees Jesus. More importantly, Jesus sees him. He invites him down and invites himself to Zacchaeus’ house. The people didn’t like the idea of Jesus going to his house, but Zacchaeus did. He announced to Jesus that he was going to give half of all he owned to the poor and restore four times anything that he had defrauded from anyone.
That’s when Jesus says something very interesting.  He says, 
“Salvation has come to this home today… For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” (Luke 19:9–10, NLT) 
 “Salvation” is a derivative of “save.” It is the process or result of being saved. Zacchaeus was lost in his pursuit of wealth. He needed to be rescued. So Jesus came to “save” him.  And yes, the word there is sodzo. Zacchaeus met Jesus and he was saved – rescued, restored, and moved into a new way of living.
So how does one “get saved?” Have a relationship with God? 
There is one common denominator in all three stories: FAITH. 
· In the first story, the immoral woman had faith that Jesus could forgive her.
· In the second story, the hemorrhaging woman had faith that Jesus could heal her.
· In the third story, Zacchaeus had faith that Jesus could rescue him from his worldly pursuits. 
You know what another word for “faith” is? Trust. Faith is trusting in God to rescue and restore. Remember, it is sin that breaks trust and complicates the relationship. But faith places trust in the gap between us and God so that the relationship can be restored. 
KEY IDEA: I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
The way you are rescued from your harmful habits, healed from your brokenness, and made well is through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Plain and simple. 
This relationship with God that we call “salvation” is more than just getting into heaven after you die. It is actually more about getting into heaven before you die. Or rather, getting heaven into you before you die.
Does salvation get you into heaven after you die? Absolutely. But salvation is more than a prenuptial agreement. Salvation is about a relationship. Try asking your spouse what the minimal requirement would be for you to be committed to your vows so s/he wouldn’t divorce you. See how that goes. And then you’ll understand how broken you are and how much you need to be saved.
Listen to what Paul says in our memory verse:
“God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. (Ephesians 2:8–9, NLT)
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.” (Ephesians 2:10, NLT) 
Salvation is about a fresh start. It’s a do-over. From brokenness to wholeness. 
APPLICATION: What difference does it make in my life? 
1. God loves me. Period.
· There is nothing I can do make Him love me more or make Him love me less. 
· When I screw up there is forgiveness. 
· Have you cried out to Jesus in faith for him to save you? 
· It’s not complicated.
2. I can love God. 
· Not in order to gain His approval, but in response to His love for me. 
· I can live for Him, with Him, in Him. 
3. I can love people. 
· Because I am forgiven, I can forgive others. 
· Because God loves me, even though I’m not all that lovable, I can love others. 
· Salvation cards
· Tuesday morning prayer.  
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