BELIEVE 3 – WHAT IS SALVATION?
September 28, 2014 - Pastor Chris Livermore

WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

KEY QUESTION:  How do I have a relationship with God?

KEY IDEA:  I believe a person comes into right relationship with
God by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

THE PROBLEM:   ____________

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” 
 Romans 3:23 (KJV) 

THE PENALTY:  _____________

Spiritual Death:  “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”   Romans 6:23 (KJV) 

Relational Death:  “But the trouble is that your sins have cut you off from God. Because of sin he has turned his face away from you…” 
					Isaiah 59:2 (Living Bible) 

THE SOLUTION – OUR SALVATION

1.   Salvation is not about ____________.

2. Salvation is not something we __________________.   

3. Salvation is not _____________.

“Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”   John 14:6  

4. Salvation is not _____________.  
 “Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.”    	Revelation 20:15  

SALVATION IS:  JESUS’                                IN MY PLACE.

 “We--every one of us--have strayed away like sheep! We, who left God's paths to follow our own. Yet God laid on him the guilt and sins of every one of us!”  		Isaiah 53:6 (Living)   Believe Pg. 51
THE OUTCOME:  

· WE’RE _______________.
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”  Romans 5:1 (NIV) 

· OUR _________ ARE PAID – WE’RE ______________.
“And are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 		Romans 3:24 (NIV)   

KEY VERSE:  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast”  	Ephesians 2:8-9

SALVATION IS BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH.

 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20 (NIV)   

How do you respond to such love?  ______________.

“But to all who believed Him and accepted Him, He gave them the right to become children of God.”  	John 1:12

KEY APPLICATION:  What difference does this make?

· We seek to please God, not appease God.  
· We walk in grace, not guilt.
· We offer grace, not gotcha to others.

GRACE:  love that’s UNCONDITIONAL

	      forgiveness that’s UNLIMITED

	      a passion for you that’s UNENDING

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!
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WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

I Believe the God of the Bible is the only true God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily life.

KEY QUESTION:  How do I have a relationship with God?

KEY IDEA:  I believe a person comes into right relationship with God by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

So….Why is it necessary and how does that happen?  Lots of Scripture, some of it not on your outline, so you might want to write down some of the references to go back over them.

THE PROBLEM:   __OUR SIN____
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Romans 3:23 (KJV) 

We all agree that these things fall short of God’s glory.  We all agree that there should be some sort of justice and/or penalty for those things, but we disagree as to where the line should be drawn.  Serial killer – guilty    Child rapist – guilty  Hilters, Sadams, - guilty.  The thief who kills as he robs a bank – Ray Rice who punches out his fiancée. – maybe guilty  cheater in Income Tax – maybe  White lie – Then the line starts to become fuzzy in our minds.  But not in Gods.  Look at this verse.

And the person who keeps every law of God but makes one little slip is just as guilty as the person who has broken every law there is. James 2:10 (Living Bible) 

It is not possible to have a “reasonably clean” driving record.  Either it is clean or it is not.  You cannot be somewhat pregnant…..you are or you aren’t.  You cannot be partially clean when it comes to sin,  Either you are pure, or you are not.  Ivory soap – 99.9% pure really isn’t pure.

Bad temper, arrogance. Selfishness, pride, sexual immorality, impure thoughts, motives….None of us are exempt.

THE PENALTY:  __DEATH______________  = SEVERAL types of death.
_SPIRITUAL DEATH_
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 6:23 (KJV) 

Something in us demands justice.  When we hear of children being molested, old people being attacked during home invasions, we long for the people who have done those things to be caught and punished.  We have a bit of revenge mixed in there.  God’s justice has no such mixture.  His is justifiable.  He has a right to feel that our sins deserve punishment….those were the rules he set down and we know them.  And, it isn’t just the other person’s sins that deserve punishment, it is ours as well.
But there is another separation, another death that comes because of our sins.  
	___RELATIONAL DEATH_______________
Our relationship with God suffers.  We are separated, isolated from God because of our sin.

“But the trouble is that your sins have cut you off from God. Because of sin he has turned his face away from you…” Isaiah 59:2 (Living Bible) 

That is not what God wants.  His desire was to have a relationship with us, that is why he created us.  But because of his holiness, he cannot allow sin into his heaven.  If God would “wink” at the sins that are done by us “good people” then we couldn’t trust him.  If God graded on a curve, how could we trust him when he says, “I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again, that where I am you may be also.”  If God didn’t punish our sins, even the ones we think are “little ones” we couldn’t trust him, he wouldn’t be a just God, he wouldn’t be a holy God.

So God is in a bind.  He wants a relationship with you and me, but because of our sin, we are cut off from him.  If God is to be trustworthy, our sin has to be punished.  God can’t let any sin into heaven or it wouldn’t be a perfect place any longer.

THE SOLUTION – OUR SALVATION 

  First, some things Salvation is not:
1.  Salvation Is NOT ABOUT RELIGION
Salvation is not the Christianity of proper church attendance and good manners.  Not the Christianity of holier-than-thou self-righteousness and dogmatism.  Not another religion….THANK GOD.  Religion is something that is created by humans.  Oh I know that is what most people think of when they hear Christianity.  I think most people, even most Christians, think that is what it is all about.  They are wrong.  There is more, a LOT more..  And that “more” is what most of us have been longing for for most of our lives. 

5.  Salvation is not something we deserve or can earn.   “We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”  Acts 15:11  Not because of how nice we are, or how many good deeds we do – we cannot earn it.

6.   Salvation is not one of many ways.
 “Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”   John 14:6  The way is open to anyone, but they must enter through the way…Age, stage, social status, who your momma is, who your daddy is, where you work, if you work, what political party you belong to….none of that matters.  Anyone can receive what God offers – but we have to receive it – it is NOT automatic.

7. Salvation is not unconditional.  While it is a nice thought that everyone makes it to heaven, (Universalism) it isn’t Biblical.
 “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.”    Revelation 20:12-15  Think about something for a moment.  If God is good, then why would God want to force people to spend eternity with Him when they really don’t want to spend the few short years down here with Him?  Or…Why would God give the thief on the cross who loved him, and the thief who despised him the same eternal destiny?

SALVATION IS:  __JESUS’ SUBSTITUTION IN MY PLACE___
To be more clear, self-substitution.  The self sacrifice on the cross of Jesus Christ for our sins.  The Good news of our faith is that God loves us and He did not leave us in the mess that we have made of our lives on our own.  He came to earth in the person of his son Jesus to die for us – to pay our penalty, so that whoever accepts his gracious offer of himself, can go to heaven, can have their relationship restored.

“How? you say. In Christ. God put on him the wrong who never did anything wrong, so we could be put right with God.”   2 Cor. 5:21 (Msg) 

“Christ redeemed us from that self-defeating, cursed life by absorbing it completely into himself. Do you remember the Scripture that says, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"? That is what happened when Jesus was nailed to the Cross: He became a curse, and at the same time dissolved the curse.” Galatians 3:13 (Msg) 

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.”  1 Peter 2:24 (NIV) 

Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ” has revealed to those who have seen it, the reality of Christ’s suffering in our place.  Our sin cost Jesus his life.  He willingly became our substitute through the floggings, the nails, the thorns.  

“We--every one of us--have strayed away like sheep! We, who left God's paths to follow our own. Yet God laid on him the guilt and sins of every one of us!”  Isaiah 53:6 (Living)   Believe Pg. 51
THE OUTCOMES:  
· WE’RE _JUSTIFIED___
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, Romans 5:1 (NIV) 
That means that we have been acquitted of our guilt.  Imagine if you were speeding down the parkway (nobody does that do they…) and get a huge ticket.  When you go before the magistrate, she recognizes you.  She doesn’t want you to have to pay the fine, but you have done the deed.  But, she has to be just, and obey the law, so she takes off her robes, walks around in front of the desk, pulls out her own checkbook and pays your fine.  That is what God has done for us.  He came down in the person of Jesus Christ so that the guilty would not go unpunished, but so that we could go free.

“He did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.” Romans 3:26 (NIV) 

· OUR _DEBTS___ ARE PAID – WE’RE __REDEEMED__
When Carla and I were to be married, she still had another year of school left.  Her dad, Wayne came to me and offered to pay for her school loans, and her remaining year of undergraduate education.  In a moment of utter prideful stupidity, I said, “I’m marrying the girl, I’m marrying the bills.”  Ouch.  He never asked me again…..and I remembered my pride filled mistake every month for over 10 years as I made out the check to make that loan payment.

We can try to pay the debt for our sins, or we can allow God to.  He offers it to each of us.
And are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. Romans 3:24 (NIV)   Debt is not a problem confined to 2014.  In the ancient world, if a person has serious debts, they might be forced to sell themselves into slavery in order to pay off the debt.  They might be standing in the market place, and someone may have pity on them and ask, “How much do you owe”  Then that person may go and pay the debt and allow him to go free.  In that way, he would be “redeeming him,” by “paying a ransom price.”

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Mark 10:45 (NIV) Setting us free from the power and the debt of sin.  It’s not that we will never sin again, just that sin’s hold over our lives is broken and we are free.  So if the Son sets you free, you are free through and through. John 8:36 (Msg) 

The powers of evil were defeated.  On the Cross, God showed that he is not just an aloof God who watches our suffering from afar, but he has experienced it.  And he did it willingly.  He has entered our world and has shown us that we too can triumph over the sufferings of our lives.

KEY VERSE:  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast”  Ephesians 2:8-9
SALVATION IS BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH.
The Discipline of the United Methodist Church – Pg. 47  The book that records our doctrinal standards, which most United Methodists have not read and many don’t even know exists, says this:  “We hold in common with all Christians a faith in the mystery of salvation in and through Jesus Christ.  At the heart of the gospel of salvation is God’s incarnation in Jesus of Nazareth.  Scripture witnesses to the redeeming love of God in Jesus’ life and teachings, his atoning death, his resurrection, his sovereign presence in history, his triumph over the powers of evil and death, and his promised return.  Because God truly loves us in spite of our willful sin, God judges us, summons us to repentance, pardons us, receives us by that grace given to us in Jesus Christ, and gives us hope of life eternal.”

God’s great desire to have a relationship with you and me caused him to reconcile us to himself…That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 2 Cor. 5:19 Notice Paul says God was…in Christ reconciling the world to himself.  God was Himself the substitute in the form of His Son.  What happened to the prodigal son can happen to us.  We can come back to the Father and experience love and blessing and restored relationship because of the actions of the Father.  That’s SALVATION.

God loves each one of us so much and longs to be in relationship with us as the best of human fathers longs to be in relationship with each of his children.  It is not just that Jesus died for everyone.  He died for YOU and ME….PERSONALLY.  Look at this verse, it is one of my life verses…..

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20 (NIV)   Circle that word ME.  God loved ME.  Gave himself for ME.  In those moments of Christ suffering, he didn’t see the faces of everyone in the world.  He saw mine….and yours…..each of us individually.  He is God and can do that.  We are not all lumped together.  Once we see and understand the depth of personal love God has for us, our lives are transformed.

Some people think that their lives would be better if they loved God more.  In reality, if we would grasp how much we are loved, we would be changed, forever.  There’s nothing I can do to make God LOVE ME MORE.  There’s nothing I can do to make God LOVE ME LESS.  It is GRACE.  We forget or don’t realize how deep that love is.  

“Christ himself is the center of God's wise plan for their salvation.” 1 Cor. 1:24 (Living) 

I remember when I first held Shane.  I remember how he sorta grabbed my finger with his little hand…I’d have done anything for him.  AS I recalled that experience some time later, it was as if God reached into my soul and grabbed me and said, “Chris, the love that you’re feeling right now, you times that by infinity and that’s how much more I love you.”  I can’t explain it but at that moment I experienced God’s love.  Everything I had studied, everything I had heard, the things I had taught, there I experienced His love and it was unbelievable.  

You hear about this type of love.  How do you respond to it?  This is an awesome gift.  How do you respond to it?  What do you do with this as we walk out of here?

You Receive God’s love, to be saved, to experience salvation.  ACCEPT IT.  It’s a gift.  I can’t imagine what my life would be like if God removed His love for me.  When you understand God’s love, it includes a forgiveness capacity that will strain anyone’s imagination.  As I sometimes sit with non-believers, non-Christians and explain what the Bible teaches about His love, here’s how people respond.  They say, “I’m not worthy of that type of love.”  My response is “Exactly.  And that’s why it’s called good news.”  We didn’t deserve it and God sent Jesus to die for us.  That’s GRACE.  Just receive it.

Romans 5:8 “God has shown us how much He loves us.  It was while we were still sinners that Christ died for us.”  God does not say, “Clean up your act first and then come to Me.”  God says, “Come to Me.  Receive it.”  

I have this image that wanders in my mind of God’s love and what it might be like someday when I meet Him.  Imagine with me for a minute.  If you had to write down every bad thing you had ever done in your entire life in notebooks and let’s say God gave you the ability to remember everything you’d ever done wrong – every bad thing, every sin you’ve ever had and you’ve had to write it down.  Some of you are thinking, “That’s a lot of notebooks!”  Electronically – That would crash my computer… You’re right…doesn’t matter what the upload speed is.  Imagine you take your notebooks to God and He puts His hands around your hands and then He drops them and He kicks them over to a pile that says “Forgiven” and hits the DELETE button, then He walks you into a party, a celebration.  There’s music going and streamers and people are hollering.  You might say, “Pastor Chris, how do you know it’ll be like that?”  
Because Jesus tells some stories.  He tells three stories about a lost coin, a lost sheep, and a lost son.  And guess what happens when all three – the coin, the sheep and the son are found?  God rejoices.  Now God doesn’t rejoice because all the problems of the world have been solved.  He doesn’t rejoice because all human pain and suffering are over.  God doesn’t rejoice because thousands have been converted and are now praising His goodness.  He rejoices because that which was lost has now been found.  Because one of His creations has been found. 

John 1:12 “But to all who believed Him and accepted Him, He gave them the right to become children of God.”  The right to be a child of God.  That’s what a Christian is.  A Christ-one.  If you’ve never received God’s love, are you waiting for a better deal?  What are you waiting for?  You don’t have to repeat a mantra or anything like that.  Just in your heart imagine yourself going up to God and saying, “God, here.  I’m sorry.  I want to be a child of God.”  That’s what being a Christian is.  

There’s a God in heaven who loves you and His love has your name on it.  Whether you like it or not, whether you deserve it or not, He’s crazy about you.  

Prayer:
	God, thank You for Your love.  We don’t deserve it.  I pray that this message will not just be poetic.  It will be personal.  That it won’t just be inspirational, but that it will be transformational because nothing else can change us like Your love.  May we be different people as we leave here today because You love us and we experience just a glimpse of it.  
God, I believe that Jesus died for our sins and rose again from the grave.  I am sorry for the wrong I have done and ask for your forgiveness.  I place my faith in his sacrifice to make me right with you and to provide my salvation.  Today I place my faith and trust in you.  I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.   

KEY APPLICATION:  What difference does this make?
· We seek to please God, not appease God.  We live following God’s direction, not to serve a bunch of dos and don’ts but because we love him.  We can’t earn the relationship, God offers it.  We can merely receive it, accept it.

· We walk in grace, not guilt.
So many people live their lives dominated, motivated by guilt for past sins.  Or they are so concerned with doing something else wrong that they live in perpetual fear of offending God.  That is a guilt filled life – not the grace filled one God wants for us.

· We offer grace, not gotcha to others.
Since we have been so blessed to receive the amazing forgiveness from God, since we are living in the midst of God’s grace, then we ought to offer that same grace, that same forgiveness to others.  It would be wrong and inconsistent for us to refuse to offer grace and forgiveness to those who have offended us in light of God’s forgiveness of us.

‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’   Matthew 18:32b-33

GRACE	> love that’s UN_CONDITIONAL___
		> forgiveness that’s UN_LIMITED__
		> a passion for you that’s UN_ENDING_
That’s what saves us.
BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!
	
