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When I was a kid, my parents took our family on a day trip to a Lake.  When we arrived, I was still asleep in the back of the car.
Unbeknownst to my parents, while they were unloading the car – I got out and walked to the end of the dock and fell in the water.
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To this day I still remember the feeling and look of the water that surrounded me.  I was drowning. 
All of a sudden, I felt my body being pulled out of the water as my dad grabbed my hand and yanked me up to the dock.
I was saved from a sure drowning.
There was another time, when I was dating Denise that we were in a bad car accident on the freeway.  Our 1 day old Volkswagen Bug flipped.  Somehow the door opened and my head was caught between the car body and the door.  The last thing I remember was a semi truck coming at my head and just missing me.  Denise and I had to be rescued from that car.  I felt that God saved us from a sure death.
How many can relate?  It might be a personal story like mine or it might be your story of sin and how God lifted you out of your misery and destruction.
That is what we’re going to talk about today – SALVATION.  
But what does that mean?  What am I being saved from?
Greek – Salvation - Sozo (pronounced sode'-zo) - to save, i.e. deliver or protect , to heal, preserve, do well, be (made) whole.
Look at how sin defined in the Old Testament? –There are number of words that describe sin.  -  “offence, wicked, iniquity, transgression, guilty, etc.”
Look at how is sin defined in the New Testament? – It means “to miss the mark.”
CONFESSION OF FAITH – 
I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
KEY VERSE – 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV) 8  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9  not by works, so that no one can boast.
1. Man – SEPARATED From God
To understand this word (Salvation) more – let’s go back to the beginning and figure out just what happened to man after God created Him.
Satan, a created angel of God was thrown out of heaven for his rebellion.
Isaiah 14:13-14 (ESV) 13  You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ 
Revelation states 12:3 states that when he fell to earth – a third of the angels went with him.
When God created man (Adam and Eve) – Satan set it as his agenda to bring him down.
Genesis 2:9 (ESV) 9  And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
Genesis 2:15-17 (ESV) 15  The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
Genesis 3:1-7 (ESV) 1  Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2  And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3  but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4  But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 
The great deceiver, clothed himself as a serpent, one of God’s good creatures, and set out to trick Adam and Eve into disobeying their good and gracious God.
After creating Adam and Eve, God had told them not to eat the fruit of a certain tree in the Garden of Eden.
But Satan suggested that God wasn’t being honest when he warned of the results of eating the forbidden fruit.
Satan succeeded in his ploy, and Adam and Eve willfully rejected God and his promise of life together in the garden which in turn had an effect on all of us today. 
The Result Of Adam And Eve’s Sin
· Man Is Destined To DIE
Look at the result of Adam’s choice to sin…
Romans 5:12 (ESV) 12  Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 
Romans 6:23 (ESV) 23  For the wages of sin is death…
Satan and his cohorts are still on mission – to take control of the world – which includes every person in this room.  He will deceive and do anything he can to bring you down.  
He will tempt you and laden you down with sins until you are subdued by his power.
As a result of Adam’s sin – look what every man is born with…
· Man Is Now Born With A Sin NATURE
Notice how sin has had an effect on each and every one of us – no one is exempt?
Psalm 51:5 (ESV) 5  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Ephesians 2:1-3 (ESV) 1  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2  in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3  among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 
Galatians 5:19-21 (ESV) 19  Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20  idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21  envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Does anyone relate to this list?
· Fellowship With God is BROKEN
Romans 3:23 (ESV) 23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Isaiah 59:1-2 (ESV) 1  Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 2  but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. 
God so wants to bless His people, but sin blocks the blessings of the Lord in our lives.
When things go wrong in people’s lives – many people want to blame God.
Isaiah talked about people complaining that God’s hearing was bad or that His arm was a bit crippled so He couldn’t produce miracles as He used to.
The fault wasn’t in God but in the people.  Human sin is the barrier that separates us from God and His blessings.
No matter how hard we seek blessing from God – there is a barrier, a wall that separates s separates us from God.  
Sin blocks God’s blessings and blocks our prayers from going to heaven.
Sin not only shuts away from God, but destroys in the human soul - both the desire and the capacity for knowing Him. 
Sin affects our whole being.  Our imagination is corrupted, our thinking is tainted.  Our mind is perverted.
2. God – Filled With WRATH
Romans 1:18 (ESV) 18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 
· Wrath Has To Be SATISFIED
Unless one breaks free from God’s wrath – the only end result is HELL.
There is vast difference between the wrath of God and the wrath of man. God’s wrath is holy and always justified; man’s is never holy and rarely justified.
· Wrath Of God is Directed To Those Who Do Not Follow His Will
Psalm 78:58-66 (ESV) 58  For they provoked him to anger with their high places; they moved him to jealousy with their idols. 59  When God heard, he was full of wrath, and he utterly rejected Israel. 60  He forsook his dwelling at Shiloh, the tent where he dwelt among mankind, 61  and delivered his power to captivity, his glory to the hand of the foe. 62  He gave his people over to the sword and vented his wrath on his heritage. 63  Fire devoured their young men, and their young women had no marriage song. 64  Their priests fell by the sword, and their widows made no lamentation. 65  Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, like a strong man shouting because of wine. 66  And he put his adversaries to rout; he put them to everlasting shame. 
In the Old Testament, the wrath of God is a divine response to human sin and disobedience. Idolatry was most often the occasion for divine wrath.
In the New Testament, Jesus’ teachings support the concept of God as a God of wrath who judges sin. 
People often wonder why God’s blessings are not over their life.  But if we continue to walk against God and His way – God’s blessings are stopped from flowing into our life.
John 3:36 (ESV) ..whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.
Romans 2:5-6 (ESV) 5  But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. 6  He will render to each one according to his works: 
The wrath of God is a fearsome and terrifying thing. Only those who have been covered by the blood of Christ, shed for us on the cross, can be assured that God’s wrath will never fall on them. 
3. God’s PLAN For Our Salvation
Even before Adam and Eve sinned, God had a plan to get people back into a relationship with Him.
Before Adam and Eve sinned – the Bible says they were naked in the garden.  After they sinned – they recognized that they were naked and ashamed.
When God replaced Adam and Eve’s clothes with the skins of animals, he signaled something important – it would take the blood of another to cover the sins of mankind.
God’s plan began with the founding of a brand new nation through which he would reveal himself and his plan to restore mankind.
For more than 1600 years – every Bible story of the chose people of Israel would point to the coming of the solution.
Abraham and Sarah were not able to have children.  God comes through and gives them a child and then asks them to sacrifice this child upon the altar.
The place of this sacrifice was on the very mount that Jesus would be crucified many years later.
Miraculously, God provided a sacrifice.
God sent a sacrifice for our sins – Jesus Christ.  But they didn’t recognize the one who would provide the way for their / our sin to be eliminated so they/ we could enter into a personal relationship with God.
HOW DO I HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD (Randy Frazee)
A. Do GOOD Works
Mark writes in his gospel of Jesus’ encounter with a rich man:
Mark 10:17-22 (ESV) 17  And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18  And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19  You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20  And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21  And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22  Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
Notice v.21 –
Mark 10:21 (ESV) 21  And Jesus, looking at him, loved him…”
Does that not touch your very soul – Jesus looked at you and loved you.
Jesus wasn’t trying to trick or belittle the man, but rather was attempting to lead him in truth.
Jesus then invites him to follow him and to do “good works.”
Stay with me… I’m not teaching a salvation with good works but there is a spiritual progression of thought here.
B. BELIEVE
John now tells of Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus
John 3:1-7 (ESV) 1  Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2  This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3  Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4  Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5  Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
John 3:9 (ESV) 9  Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”
John 3:16 (ESV) 16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
Nicodemus comes to Jesus with the question of how to get right with God.  Jesus tells him that he needs to be born again.
Jesus tells him that if he wants a relationship with God then he must BELIEVE.
C. REPENT AND BE BAPTIZED
The day of Pentecost had come, and 120 disciples were huddled together, confused after Jesus had returned to heaven.
As Jesus had promised, the Holy Spirit came and filled them – and the church was born.
Acts 2:14 (ESV) 14  But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 
Acts 2:21 (ESV) 21  And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
Acts 2:37-38 (ESV) 37  Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38  And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The people heard this amazing message Peter delivered and, much like the rich man Jesus encountered, asked, “Okay, so now what do we do?”
3,000 understood this truth about Christ and gave their hearts to Christ.
They turned around from walking away from God to now walking toward Him in repentance.
This is what it means to repent – t0 turn and go the other way – 180 degree change of mind and heart.  This is the process of both transformation and sanctification.
So, if we want to have a relationship with God and have eternal life, then, Peter says, we must call on the name of the Lord.  How do we do this?  Repent and be baptized.
D. BELIEVE AND PROFESS
In his letter to the Romans, Paul writes:
Romans 10:1-4 (ESV) 1  Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2  For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3  For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
The Israelites were religious people, but they had the wrong strategy.  They were trying to develop a righteousness of their own.  They were trying to be good enough, through their works, to deserve a relationship with God.
In essence, Paul said, “”Works don’t work.”
The only one good enough is God.  Jesus is God.  Jesus fulfilled all the requirements of the law perfectly.
When we believe in him, the righteousness of Christ is transferred to our account.  This is the only solution.
So how do we pull off this transaction?  Paul tells us:
 Romans 10:9-10 (ESV) 9  because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10  For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.
 Believe with your heart; profess out loud with your mouth – this brand of confession has to come from the heart.
This is very similar to “repent and be baptized.”
So, to have a relationship with God – we need to believe and profess.
E. COME TO FAITH BY GRACE
Notice what Paul wrote in his letter to the Ephesians:
Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) 8  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9  not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
In reality, “faith” is not a separate category from “believe.”  They come from the same word in the Greek language in which the New Testament is written.
Yet, here Paul clearly adds fresh insights into the salvation transaction.
The word “grace” means we do not deserve salvation.  We are not entitled to it, nor is God obligated to offer it to mankind.  Yet he makes this offer of His righteousness that we cannot achieve on our own.
To respond, we must express faith in who Jesus is and receive what he has done for us.
But notice the phrase “not by works.”  Is this not different from where we began – with Jesus’ words to the rich man to do good works?
At first – it might seem like a discrepancy or conflict between Paul’s and Jesus’ instructions.  But actually, Jesus knew the young man had never, and could never, keep the law perfectly.
Jesus was simply trying to get him to see he couldn’t keep the law.  Jesus’ challenge for the rich man to give away his wealth was His way of trying to lovingly lead the young man to say, “But, Jesus, I can’t. I have not been able to keep the law, and I don’t know how I can.  I need you.”
Jesus was hoping to see this man express faith – which aligns with Paul’s words: “by grace… through faith… not by works.”
If you were sitting with the Apostle Paul in a coffee show trying to get some clarity about this issue – he’d say something like this: “Our good works do not contribute in any way to coming into a right relationship with God, but they do express and manifest that we do have a relationship with God by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.”
Confession Of Faith – “I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ.”
Here is a prayer all of us should make from our heart: 
Dear God, I can’t, but you can.  I believe in Jesus, who is God.  I believe he died and rose from the dead.  I place my faith in Christ to make me right with you and give me eternal life.  I have no other plan but to have faith and to trust you.  I am doing a 180 today and pointing my life toward you.  I will no longer run away from you, but toward you.”
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