BELIEVE 2:  GOD IS PERSONAL
Pastor Chris Livermore – September 21, 2014

WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

KEY QUESTION:  Is God Good?

KEY IDEA:  I believe God is involved in and cares about my 
daily life.

KEY VERSE:  “I life up my eyes to the mountains – where does my help come from?  My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”  				Psalm 121:1-2  

1. Transcendence – God is above us

“When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?   You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet”  Psalm 8:3-6  Pg. 30 BELIEVE

2. Immanence – God is near us
 “I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The LORD watches over you—the LORD is your shade at your right hand;  the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. The LORD will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.”  			Psalm 121 1-8
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”   	John 1:14

“…he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself …”   Philippians 2:7-8

3. Providence – God has a plan

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”    	Psalm 139:13-16

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart;   		 Jeremiah 1:5  BELIEVE 35

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  Rom. 8:28

KEY APPLICATION:  What difference does this make?
	
· God’s ways are higher than our ways.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  			Isaiah 55:8-9

· God knows and cares about us.
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life…do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  Matthew 6:25-34   BELIEVE  38
· God is working out his good plan for our lives.

“being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”    Phil. 1:6

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!
		1
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WHAT IF WE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THE BIBLE?

Last week we looked at the question, “Who is God?”  Once we declare that we believe that the God of the Bible is the only true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…then we need to ask today’s key question:

KEY QUESTION:  Is God Good?

Many people have doubted God’s existence in the face of suffering – when bad things happen to good people.  They presuppose that NO God would allow bad things to happen, that all gods are good.  This isn’t how much of the world has looked at gods.  The Greeks and the Romans worshiped many gods, the gods of paganism.  These gods were worshipped in order to appease them in the HOPE that the gods wouldn’t pick on humans.  The stories of the Greek gods and goddesses are full of supposed deeds of treachery, deceit and the like.

The one true God revealed in the Bible doesn’t have to be good, but He is.  And not only is God good, he wants to have a personal relationship with us.  God knows us and wants us to know him.  That is in contrast to many gods who are worshipped in the world.  Islam teaches that you can’t know God, can’t pray directly to Allah, that’s why they use chants etc.

In his book, “Think, Act, Be Like Jesus” Randy Frazee writes that there are at least two things that God is NOT:
1.  UNINVOLVED.  Some say that God is uninvolved in creation with no plan at all (Fatalism).  This line of reasoning says that bad things happen in the world because there is no God and no Plan.  Or, if there is a God, he has set the world in such a way that our choices and actions are irrelevant anyway.  “Que sera sera”  This is the philosophy behind the bumper sticker, “Stuff Happens”  (edited for religious consumption)
2. UNINVOLVED IN OUR LIVES.  These folks say that God was involved in creating, but detached after that.  God created the world to be like a cosmic watch, wound it up, and let it run on the natural laws put in place.

Both of those philosophies run counter to the evidence the Bible shows that is our Key Idea this week.  Lets read it together.

KEY IDEA:  I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily life.

KEY VERSE:  “I life up my eyes to the mountains – where does my help come from?  My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”  Psalm 121:1-2  

The Psalmist is in a deep valley needing help.  Where does he look but to the creator of the majestic mountains.  If God created the mountains, surely he has the ability to lift out of the predicament he is in.

Many years ago I was in Pasadena, California for a class.  One of the windows in the apartment where I was staying looked toward the San Gabriel Mountains that surround Pasadena.  Carla came out to visit me and we decided to hike up to some towers that we could see.  We hiked, hiked, walked, walked, and walked some more.  After hours we gave up and walked back down.  We were nowhere near to the summit.  It was much higher than we anticipated, far above our expectations.

Consider God’s

4. Transcendence – God is above us

God is so far above and beyond us, not bound by the daily stuff we have to deal with.  God has complete authority and is in complete control.

So….why would a God who has everything care about me?  Look at this,
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?   You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet:    Psalm 8:3-6  Pg. 30 BELIEVE
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Spy technology:
· NSA is building a massive data center in Utah to read every email you’ll ever send.
· Homeland Security is reading your tweets and Facebook status messages.
· Drones that can detect objects as small as a cell phone from several miles up in the sky.   One drone on this ARGUS System can provide surveillance over an entire city.  Simultaneously viewing 15 square miles from an altitude of 17,500 ft.
· 

Now, if humans can do this sort of stuff, what do you think a Transcendent God could do.  But even if God could do it, Why would God even care about me?  That is the amazing part of Christianity is #2  His power is so far beyond us – Why????  Simple, because God chooses to care.

Therefore he can help us – HOW, because God is near to us.

5. Immanence – God is near us
Our great God wants to draw close to us and love us.
“I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from?  My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.  He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber;  indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  The LORD watches over you—the LORD is your shade at your right hand; the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.  The LORD will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life; the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.”  Psalm 121 1-8
So near, he became one of us.  Immanuel, God with us.  

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.   John 1:14

“…he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself …”   Philippians 2:7-8

So…God does care about us.  So what?

6. Providence – God has a plan

God has a plan for the beginning, the middle, and the end of our lives.

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be     Psalm 139:13-16

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart;    Jeremiah 1:5  BELIEVE 35

So God knew us before we were born, and the Apostle Paul assures believers that God will care for us as we are alive….

 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  Romans 8:28

KEY APPLICATION:  What difference does this make?
	
· God’s ways are higher than our ways.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  Isaiah 55:8-9

ILLUSTRATION:
[image: Photo by Photodisc/Illustration by Lorraine Lostra...]
    Six Blind men were discussing what an elephant was like.
1.  Touching broad and sturdy side = LIKE A WALL
2. Tusk – sharp, smooth = LIKE A SPEAR
3. Squirming trunk – LIKE A SNAKE
4. LEG = LIKE A TREE TRUNK
5. Ear = Like a FAN
6. Swinging tail = LIKE A ROPE
All were partly right, partly wrong.  They didn’t see the whole picture.

Six blind elephants were discussing what men were like. After arguing they decided to find one and determine what it was like by direct experience. The first blind elephant felt the man and declared, 'Men are flat.' After the other blind elephants felt the man, they agreed.

We are often tempted to make quick, snap, sometimes frantic decisions because we can’t see around the next bend in the road.  Someone has described God in this way.  He is outside of time.  Like someone watching a parade, except that God seen the first band and the last float – all at the same time.  God’s ways are higher…

Whenever you are tempted to trust in your own intellect, in your own common sense, in your own experience = and that is counter to what you see in God’s WORD = don’t do it!  God sees more than we see.

· God knows and cares about us.

God, who knows history end to end, who created everything – knows and cares about us.
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?
“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin.  Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  Matthew 6:25-34   BELIEVE  38
· God is working out his good plan for our lives.

“being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”    Philippians 1:6

Now back to our original question of the week – IS GOD GOOD?

One reason why we don’t have joy is because we don’t really BELIEVE God is good.  Oh, we say we believe, but practically we don’t – therefore we don’t have joy.  If we truly believe that God is active and involved in our lives, that He cares deeply for us, that He wants to be in relationship with us, and reveal His plan to us, that even in the tough times, God is at work, bringing to pass good in our lives because we love Him, then we shouldn’t have to worry, fret, wring our hands, drown our sorrows in the next drink, the next relationship, the next escape.

We forget how much God loves us, is near us, and is working out for you in your life – in the day to day, mundane stuff that hits us all the time.

So…what do you believe?  Is God good?  Involved? Does God care?  If you answer yes – IT MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

BECAUSE WHAT WE BELIEVE…MATTERS!!!
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