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DATE: September 27/28, 2014
SERMON: God is Small
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 121:1-2 
BIG IDEA: We believe that God is involved in and cares about our daily lives. 
SYNOPSIS: If God is both great and good, why is there so much suffering in the world?  He’s either all-powerful but not good because He has the power to end suffering, but He doesn’t. Or He is good but not all-powerful because He wants to end the suffering, but He can’t. 
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO KNOW? God is good. 
WHY DO THEY NEED TO KNOW IT? Because God is involved in their lives and cares about them. 
WHAT DO PEOPLE NEED TO DO? Understand that God loves them and cares about them. He sees the whole picture. He has a plan. 
WHY DO THEY NEED TO DO IT? To live out their belief in a good God. 
MEDIA:
MY EPIPHANY: Kathy Austad? 
ELEMENTS:


INTRODUCTION
The NFL is under a lot of scrutiny at the moment. There has been a rash of misbehaving athletes – drunk-driving, assaults, drug violations, and domestic violence – just to name a few. As both a parent and a Vikings fan, the latest allegations with Adrian Peterson have hit me hard, as I’m sure it has many of you. 
As fans, we watch our favorite players perform on the field, we listen to locker-room interviews, and we think we know them. But the truth is we don’t really know them at all. 
The same is true of any celebrity. That’s why entertainment shows like ET, websites like TMZ, and magazines like People and Entertainment Weekly are so popular. We watch these people on TV and in movies, but we want to know: what are they really like? 
We no longer just care: is he a good football player? Is she a good actress? We want to know: what kind of person is he or she? Is he a good husband? Is she a good mom? What causes and charities do they support? Are they good people? 
Our curiosity about God is no different. We may believe that He exists, but we want to know what kind of God He really is.  
KEY QUESTION: Is God Good? 
Last week we discovered that the God of the Bible is the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is the Creator of everything – seen and unseen. We can see His handiwork from a distance. It’s on public display. He may be all-knowing and all-powerful. BUT, what we really want to know: is He good? In particular, we want to know if He is big enough to govern this world and small enough to care for me. 
This is the question that people are asking far more than: is there a God? As we observe the world around us, we see a lot of pain, evil, and suffering.  And when bad things happen we don’t doubt the existence of God so much as we doubt His power and goodness. 
If God is both great and good, why is there so much suffering in the world?  He’s either all-powerful but not good because He has the power to end suffering, but He doesn’t. Or He is good but not all-powerful because He wants to end the suffering, but He can’t. 
The ultimate question is: How can a good God allow bad things to happen to good people? 
According to the Bible, God is BIG.  He is all-knowing, all-powerful, and ever-present. He is a great God! 
“Who else has held the oceans in his hand? Who has measured off the heavens with his fingers? Who else knows the weight of the earth or has weighed the mountains and hills on a scale? Who is able to advise the Spirit of the Lord? Who knows enough to give him advice or teach him? Has the Lord ever needed anyone’s advice? Does he need instruction about what is good? Did someone teach him what is right or show him the path of justice?” (Isaiah 40:12–14, NLT) 
In case you don’t know, the implied answer is “no one.”  God alone is great.  That’s why David writes: 
“I look up to the mountains— does my help come from there? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth!” (Psalm 121:1–2, NLT) 
This Psalm is identified as a “song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.” This song would be sung by pilgrims traveling to Jerusalem for the annual festivals. Jerusalem is located on top of a hill (thus “ascent”) and the pilgrims would follow a road through a valley surrounded by mountains to get there. As they traveled, they would be susceptible to nature and bandits hiding in the mountains. As they encountered danger, where would they seek help? From the pagan altars situated among the mountaintops? “No,” David concludes. Help comes from God and God alone – the Maker of heaven and earth!
It makes sense that if we believe there is a God who created everything, then He is great.  But we want to know that He cares about us.  The many pagan gods didn’t care. Humans were mere play-things to them.  In contrast, the Bible teaches us that God is good. And we’d like to believe that He is.  But it’s the presence of suffering in our world that causes us to doubt.  It’s as if the presence of pain proves the absence of God’s goodness.
This past summer, one of our girls got a pretty deep sliver in her foot. She cried and complained about it. But that was nothing compared to anytime we mentioned taking it out. Then she wailed uncontrollably. “Noooooooooo!” she screamed. “It will hurt too much!” 
“Yes,” we told her. “It will hurt for a little while, but the sliver has to come out so that it doesn’t continue to hurt and get infected.”
Of course, she couldn’t understand and wouldn’t allow us anywhere near her foot. This battle of wills went on for several hours as we tried to reason with her. But she wouldn’t have nothing to do with it. To her the pain she knew was better to live with than the temporary pain she didn’t know. 
Ultimately, we ended up getting the sliver out after hours of hysteria and within minutes of it being out she was running around playing again. She couldn’t understand that we love her and we know what is best for her and that often times in life we have to go through greater pain in order to find healing and wholeness.
Pain itself does not disprove our love and care for our children.  And neither does its existence in our world disprove God.  The simple fact of the matter is that even if you choose to deny God because of suffering in our world, you still have suffering in our world that you will have to deal with.  And you will have to deal with it without God.
Some have chosen to do that.  Deists believe there is a God who was involved in creation.  He set up our world, gave it a spin, but then he left it to its own devices. Whatever happens, happens. (Many of the explorers to early America were deists. This explains why they had no problem slaughtering natives. Survival of the fittest. Whatever happens, happens). 
The picture of God in the Bible, however, is of a God who is personal and good.  He walked and talked with His children in the Garden.  He desires a relationship with them.  And that is perhaps the problem we face with a personal God.  He desires a relationship with us.  And relationships that involve love can be risky.  
C.S. Lewis wrote about this when he said:
If a thing is free to be good it is also free to be bad.  And free will is what has made evil possible.  Why, then, did God give them free will? Because free will, though it makes evil possible, is also the only thing that makes possible any love or goodness or joy worth having. A world of automata—of creatures that worked like machines—would hardly be worth creating.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: MacMillan Publishing Co., Inc., 1978), 52.] 

There was a movie that depicted what a world of automata (au-tom-a-ta) would look like.  Stepford Wives was about a neighborhood where the husbands had replaced their flesh and blood wives with robots that looked just like their wives.  Husbands, imagine this: your real wife who could discuss and even argue ideas with you, challenge you, and even nag you at times… would you want them replaced by a robotic version of herself?  One who would cook your favorite meals, let you watch your favorite shows, schedule your favorite events, laugh at your every joke, and do whatever it took to make you happy.  Would you want that?
The correct answer is “No, Jeff, I would not want that.”
It may seem like a great idea initially, but eventually you would long for someone to disagree with you; someone to burn your meals; someone to love you because she wants to, not because she has to. In order for her to truly love you, she must have the freedom to not love you. 
You see, for a relational God to exist there must be freedom to choose that relationship.  It is one of the ways in which God is good.  The person who does not want God to interfere in their day-to-day life is the very same person who when s/he suffers will want God in that moment to interfere and end the suffering. And that person who would get angry at God for interfering in his/her “fun” will also get mad at God for not interfering in their suffering. 
For God to set up this world in a way for relationship where people can choose to be involved in His goodness or not means that He couldn’t create us as a bunch of automatons. You can’t have freedom to choose and only be able to choose good. 
And that’s the problem.  People choose their way instead of God’s way.  And because they choose their way evil and suffering exist in our world.  It exists whether you believe there is a God or not.  
Because the Bible tells us about a God that is both great and good, we are not left to deal with suffering alone.  

KEY IDEA: I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily life. 
First, we have the belief that God is three-in-one which is completely unique to Christianity. Then we have this idea – that this Big God actually cares about little me – that continues to set Christianity apart from all other religions. 
God is neither uninvolved in creation, nor uninvolved in our lives. He didn’t create haphazardly without a direction or plan. Neither did He just set the world in motion and then leave us to figure it all out on our own. 
The One True God is great! He is above all. Yet, the Bible teaches that not only is God big, but He is actually quite “small.” We see the bigness of God in the Trinity – He is so big that He cannot be contained in just one person. But it is also in the unique personhood of the different members of the Trinity that we experience His smallness. 
GOD IS SMALL
Three ways that God is “small:” 
1. God is close
“All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).” (Isaiah 7:14, NLT) 
Throughout the Old Testament God is with His people, but mostly at a distance. He only gets close to a few select people (Abraham, Moses, and prophets). But in Jesus, God comes so close that He actually becomes one of us!
“So the Word became human and made his home among us.” (John 1:14a, NLT) 
It is “God with us” that distinguishes Christianity from all other religions. In all others, God is a distant spirit that people reach up to. We have to climb up to God through rules, rituals, reason, experience, and morality. But in Immanuel we have a God that reaches down to us, and becomes one of us. 
God loves us so much that he cast aside his rights and privileges as the Supreme Creator of the Universe to become one of his creation – suffering not only the humiliation of merely being human, but humbling himself all the way to death. 
But just when you thought God couldn’t get any closer… He does! 
“But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you.” (John 16:7, NLT) 
Immanuel is not “the God who came and went” but the God who is still with us in the Holy Spirit, now closer than ever!  The One True God is not just God with us, but He is God within us. 
The Holy Spirit brings the personal presence of Jesus Christ into our daily lives so much that we can actually hear the voice of God speaking and the guidance of God directing our daily decisions. You can’t get any closer than that! 
2. God cares
This great God who is extremely close is also a good God who cares. 
“He will not let you stumble; the one who watches over you will not slumber. Indeed, he who watches over Israel never slumbers or sleeps. The Lord himself watches over you! The Lord stands beside you as your protective shade. The sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon at night. The Lord keeps you from all harm and watches over your life. The Lord keeps watch over you as you come and go, both now and forever.” (Psalm 121:3–8, NLT) 
God demonstrated His ultimate care and concern for us in Jesus Christ. 
“For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16, NLT) 
This great God loves you so much that He’d rather die than live without you! 
Jesus didn’t have to, but he chose to suffer. 
· Born in poverty
· Falsely accused
· Betrayed and abandoned
· Beaten to a bloody pulp
· Crucified
Jesus freely chose suffering to demonstrate God’s closeness and care for those He loves. 
This great God is a good God who became one of us so that He could enter into our suffering with us.  It is in Jesus that we really see the greatness and goodness of God.  
3. God has a plan 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne.” (Hebrews 12:1–2, NLT) 
Jesus endured suffering and shame because he knew that God had a plan. He had a vision of something greater, better – a great and good God who would redeem the world through his pain. 
Jesus reminds us that God is always working things out for His good and glorious purposes. 
APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
1. We don’t see the whole picture
We see as one in a valley while God sees as one on top of the mountain. It’s so easy to get frustrated, disappointed, and angry with our limited perspective, but we need to always remember that we don’t have all the information that God has. We only see a page, but He knows the whole story.  
2. God cares about the big picture and the little details. 
He is not just concerned with the big events of history but with the little details of my life. Nothing is too big or too small for our God. 
He cares that you got dumped, lost your job, lost your puppy, or lost your dolly. He cares when you’re sad, hurt, scared, or depressed. 
And He cares about your pain because He has personally experienced your pain. 
3. God’s not finished with you yet.
“And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” (Philippians 1:6, NLT) 
We discovered this summer in Unstoppable that Philippi, a Roman colony, was the first church plant in Europe (Acts 16). And now, some years later as Paul is under house arrest in Rome, nearing the end of his life, he encourages them:
“The same God who started the European church planting movement through you will continue to use you and transform you more and more into His likeness… No matter what circumstances you face or situations you find yourself in. Good is good all the time!
Because God is big and small; great and good – nothing can derail His plan. It may seem like the train is going off the tracks, but like a sliver in your foot, those are only temporary pains necessary to bring about the greater good. 
CONCLUSION
Suffering and evil are a part of our world because there is an enemy who wants you to doubt God.  Part of his strategy to destroy you is to have bad things happen to you.  He uses suffering to make you doubt God.  He makes you think God is not great and God is not good.
The reason you don’t have joy in your life is because you don’t really believe that God is good and loves you.
So what do you believe? Do you believe God is good? Do you believe He is concerned and cares about you? 
If you believe it, live it. Live with peace and joy in the moment with confident hope in the future. 
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