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Your boss asks to talk with you before you leave work one day. You’ve been a reliable, hardworking, loyal employee. So you don’t think much about the meeting. After a few friendly comments, the look in your bosses eye changes and you hear these words. “Bill, Sue, or whatever your name is. We have to let you go effective today. Its business; not personal.” You hear “You’re Fired!” and think to yourself it may be business to you, but it is very personal to me. At that moment you whole financial future is on the line. I don’t know if you’ve ever been there, but I was once. That can be a very frightening time. 

Today we are in week two of our BELIEVE series, looking into God’s Word to try to think, act and be more like Jesus. Today we ask the questions, “Is God just about business?” or “Is God a personal God?” “Does God care about me?” The Bible tells us God is involved in and cares about our daily lives. The Psalmist wrote, “I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” (Ps. 121:1-2)

Unfortunately we don’t always see God working in our lives or know that God cares about us. The reality is sometimes bad things happen to good people. We just commemorated the 13th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on 9/11. A lot of good people were innocent victims of those attacks. From our human perspective life may not seem fair. 

That was certainly the case for a woman called Naomi. She lived in Israel during the time of the judges. That was a very tough time for the people of Israel as they faced repeated attacks from the tribes and nations that lived around them. That was a tough time because so many people turned their backs on the God of Israel, worshipped false gods and decided for themselves what was right. Strike One! When a famine came over the land, Naomi, her husband and two sons moved to the land of Moab. The Moabites and Israelites had been long term enemies. Strike Two! While they were in Moab, Naomi’s two sons married Moabite women. Her husband and two sons died. She was a stranger in a strange land with two widowed daughter in laws. Strike Three! Naomi knew it and told everyone to call her Mara or Bitter because she was very bitter.

Naomi and her family had tried to move away from God, but God never left her. Even though she didn’t know it, God was working in the background the whole time. When all else had failed, Naomi decided to turn back to God and return to the land of Israel. The famine was over and there was food in the land. Even though Naomi encouraged her to stay behind, Ruth returned to Israel with her. Ruth was young and strong and able to work. God’s law required that any crops that fell to the ground during harvest be left behind for the poor who could come and glean the fields. Ruth went to the fields of a kind and just man by the name of Boaz, one of Naomi’s closest relatives, to glean in his fields. Boaz made sure that Ruth had plenty of food to take back to Naomi. 
Was this just a coincidence? Was it just “as it turned out” as the book of Ruth says that she went to Boaz’s field? Or was it God at work? Was it providence or what I like to call a “Divine Coincidence?” If you read the book of Ruth, you will discover very quickly that this was all part of God’s master plan to forgive and restore rebellious people to his family. Boaz fulfilled the role of the “Kinsman Redeemer,” keeping the family name alive and restoring the family property to Naomi’s family. Ruth and Boaz got married and had a son they named Obed. Obed had a son name Jesse. Jesse was the father of David, the second king of Israel. God was at work the whole time in a very personal way in the life of Noami and Ruth. 

David realized that God was personally involved in his own life and wrote about it in the most well know Psalm in the Bible. Psalm 23 reads:
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.
He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; for You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.
God gave a promise to David that a Son from his line would rule over God’s people forever. Jesus is the “Son of David.” Jesus is both true God and true Man. He is God who entered our world in a very real and personal way. We celebrate his birthday on Christmas. Jesus spent his whole ministry teaching, helping, healing and forgiving people. We remember his death on the cross to pay the price for our sins on Good Friday. We celebrate his victory over sin and death on Easter. 

Jesus makes it very clear that God loves us, that God cares for us and that God works in our lives. Maybe you have had your own “Divine Coincidences,” your own personal experience of God providing for and meeting your needs. Did you ever get an unexpected phone call or just happen to bump into someone right when you needed to talk with that person? Did you ever get the opportunity to start a new job that was perfect for you when you didn’t expect it? Do you have a child you never expected to have or recover from an illness that your doctor said would never happen? Did you ever get an unexpected check in the mail, discover some money you forgot all about, or get the opportunity to make a little extra right when you needed it? Did these things just happen or was God at work in your life?

God can be working in our lives when we don’t see it or realize it. God is not limited to our way of thinking or acting. The prophet Isaiah recorded these words from God. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth,     so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:3-9)

God is involved in and cares about our lives. That doesn’t mean that everything that happens to us is predetermined. We are not like a puppet on a string with God deciding everything for us ahead of time. God gives us a free will. We have to make numerous decisions every day. But even when we decide to turn our backs on Him, God never turns away from us. It also doesn’t mean that we are not just left on our own. God isn’t sitting back on a cloud somewhere being entertained or disturbed by the things that we do. 

God cares about us. Even when we can’t see him working in our lives, He is. That is why God invites us to bring all of cares and concerns to Him. God doesn’t want us to go through life worrying about everything that may or may not happen. He wants to be part of our lives. He wants us to know that we can trust Him. That is why Jesus said, “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6:31-33)

God’s ultimate plan is to save us from sin and death, to forgive our sins and to give us a new life in Christ. God’s ultimate plan is for all people to be restored to a right relationship with Him now and forever. We are going to take a closer look at the plan next time in our BELIEVE series as we look at Salvation, the good news that we come into a right relationship with God by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Please take some time between now and then to read chapter 3 of BELIEVE. See you then.

