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    Ken Davis tells the following story: In college I was asked to prepare a lesson to teach my speech class. We were to be graded on our creativity and ability to drive home a point in a memorable way. The title of my talk was, "The Law of the Pendulum." I spent 20 minutes carefully teaching the physical principle that governs a swinging pendulum. The law of the pendulum is: A pendulum can never return to a point higher than the point from which it was released. Because of friction and gravity, when the pendulum returns, it will fall short of its original release point. Each time it swings it makes less and less of an arc, until finally it is at rest. This point of rest is called the state of equilibrium, where all forces acting on the pendulum are equal.                                                                                                                                 	I attached a 3-foot string to a child's toy top and secured it to the top of the blackboard with a thumbtack. I pulled the top to one side and made a mark on the blackboard where I let it go. Each time it swung back I made a new mark. It took less than a minute for the top to complete its swinging and come to rest. When I finished the demonstration, the markings on the blackboard proved my thesis. I then asked how many people in the room BELIEVED the law of the pendulum was true. All of my classmates raised their hands, so did the teacher. He started to walk to the front of the room thinking the lesson was over. In reality it had just begun. Hanging from the steel ceiling beams in the middle of the room was a large, crude but functional pendulum (250 pounds of metal weights tied to four strands of 500-pound test parachute cord.).                                                                                                                                   	I invited the instructor to climb up on a table and sit in a chair with the back of his head against a cement wall. Then I brought the 250 pounds of metal up to his nose. Holding the huge pendulum just a fraction of an inch from his face, I once again explained the law of the pendulum he had applauded only moments before, "If the law of the pendulum is true, then when I release this mass of metal, it will swing across the room and return short of the release point. Your nose will be in no danger." After that final restatement of this law, I looked him in the eye and asked, "Sir, do you believe this law is true?" There was a long pause. Huge beads of sweat formed on his upper lip and then weakly he nodded and whispered, "Yes." I released the pendulum. It made a swishing sound as it arced across the room. At the far end of its swing, it paused momentarily and started back. I never saw a man move so fast in my life. He literally dived from the table. Deftly stepping around the still-swinging pendulum, I asked the class, "Does he believe in the law of the pendulum?"                                                                  	The students unanimously answered, "NO!"   (How To Speak To Youth, pp 104-106.) Do you believe in the eternal God of the Bible & believe God cares about you?
The Creator God of the Bible always has been - He is eternal! The Yahweh God of the Bible is not the only god that exists, but He is the ONLY ONE who has always existed! In fact this ONE God who always has been, in His own writings - warns us to beware of His rivals.
Where do His rivals come from:
1) Human imagination, - often as a result of frustration & fear;
2) Self-exaltation, - pride and/or delusion is at the root of this reasoning;
3) Selfishness - LUST, the overpowering desire to have more than what’s good for us.

How do these rivals express themselves:
1) Human imagination, - Mythology - a place to blame for the misfortunes of life &      a way to condone unholy lifestyles; EX. Zeus, Hercules, Baal & Asheroth - distant and disconnected gods - gives us a place to put blame and appease guilt!
2) Self-exaltation, - Messiah complex - David Karesh & Jim Jones;
	3) Selfishness - Misguided & mismanaged desires & priorities.

All three of these, and any other source where rivals might arise to influence us, God deals with in the first 2 commands of the 10 Commandments:
	First - You shall have NO other gods before me;
	Second - You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven   			above or on the earth . . . You shall NOT bow down to or worship them;
So - No gods of any kind, made with our hands or our hearts!!  
         I would have a difficult time putting confidence in a god of human origin, 
	                        when I could trust a GOD who is the origin of all human life!

Here is the declaration God wants us to make:  KEY IDEA: I believe the God of the 	Bible is the only true God - Father, Son, & Holy Spirit.
    Throughout the Old Testament, the clarion call is for belief in the oneness of God. The Shema (Hebrew for “hear”) forms the belief without mincing words: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” (Pg. 15: Deut. 6:4 & Mark 12:29) Judaism and the Christian faith are rooted in monotheism — one God. This idea stood in radical contrast to all the other religions of the day. Israel’s neighbors had come to accept scores of gods, each with their own influence, limitations, and petty self-interests. The Trinity - Father, Son & Holy Spirit, one God in 3 persons - is often considered to be mysterious at best, self-contradicting at worst.  
Yet, as we turn the page to the New Testament, the names of what seem to be three deities emerge — each declaring to be God — God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. These three are mentioned and appear throughout the Old Testament era, but their distinctive identity & presence invade the life & times of the New Testament. Though the Trinity is not explicitly defined in the New Testament, it is made abundantly clear. Jesus explained the Trinitarian nature of God to His disciples at a time of crisis, when late in Jesus ministry His followers remained confused about His mission. They feared being rounded up at any moment, imprisoned & executed.  They looked to Jesus for reassurance, asking that He show them the Father so that they could feel secure in their commitment.
In response Jesus says that those who have seen Him have seen the Father (John 14:9). “I and my Father are one” (John 10:30). Jesus also promises that “the Father . . will give you another Counselor to be with you forever, - the Spirit of Truth . . the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything that I have said to you” (14:16-17, 26). The Father and Jesus would come to dwell with them through the Holy Spirit and they would know true peace. Jesus used the Trinity to reassure His disciples.    
The Biblical revelation disclosures the Trinitarian nature of God in a long-prepared historical sequence:
	God the Creator in Genesis - at the birth of creation;
	Jesus, God the Son in the beginning of the New Test. at the birth of the Messiah;
	Holy Spirit in the beginning of ACTS, at the birth of the Church, the Day of Pentecost; 

The New Testament is clearly Trinitarian in its witness:                                  (Luke 1:35)
	Jesus Birth: - The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 			overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the sono of God.
	Jesus Baptism - we see all three present simultaneously, playing a role in the 				work of redemption. (Mt. 3:16-18; Mk.1:9-12; Luke 3:21-22; John 1)
“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’
	Jesus Great Commission - baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son & 							    Holy Spirit, Matt, 28:19;
	Paul’s benediction - KEY Verse: In 2 Corinthians 13:14, Paul addresses the three persons in one sentence: “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
How do we reconcile this mathematical equation of 3 = 1? Throughout church history, clarity developed on what this did not mean: 
• God is not three separate gods (tritheism; modern-day Mormonism)
• God is not one God who manifests himself in different roles or modes (modalism; Oneness Pentecostalism)
• Jesus, God the Son, is not subordinate to God the Father (subordinationism; modern-day Jehovah’s Witness)
Christians embrace the doctrine of the Trinity as bedrock to our faith. However, not all Christians have a common understanding. I know not all Christian thinkers will embrace this analogy, and that’s okay. Give me a chance to explain.
You may think I’m splitting theological hairs, but reflecting on this is important on so many levels. For one, the Bible tells us we were created in the image of God as a community: “Then God said, ‘Let us make humanity in our image, in our likeness . . . So God created humanity in his own image, in the image of God, he created them; male and female he created them.”
The one true God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — created humans in their image as a community. Look again at the verses above. The image of God is in Adam and Eve together. They are not two separate beings — Eve came out of Adam — yet they are distinct persons who can be addressed individually. We are told the two have become one. Our true nature is like God. We were not only created for community; in our original design we are a community. We are; therefore I am.
Of course, our unity as a community was fatally injured when Adam and Eve sinned. Selfishness versus others-ness now reigns in our flesh, making it hard for us to grasp our intended nature. This is what Christ came to restore. When we enter a relationship with God through Christ, we are placed in the body of Christ. We, though we are many, become one. Husband & wife become ONE in marriage, Christians become ONE in the Body! Christ is restoring our reflection of the nature of God that was lost in the garden of Eden. Now you can understand why relationships are so important to God. All the principles of the Bible, Jesus said, can be placed under “loving God” or “loving neighbor.” Relationship! I invite you to rethink the phrase “love your neighbor as yourself.” Just probably - in God’s design, this means our neighbor is a part of what makes up our complete self.

    This ONE God who reflects “relationship” in His own nature, 3=1 - Father, Son & Spirit wants to be engaged with us in a very personal way!
He is not only an eternal  God - but a very compassionate ONE - He warns us - NOT for His benefit, but for ours!  God has chosen to be personally engaged with His less than perfect - fallen - self willed, rebellious and sinful creation.  He persists in reaching out so we can personally involved with Him!
              
Once you declare that the God of the Bible is the only true God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — your next question as you view the world becomes, “Is he good?”                         
   How good & personal can God Get? - He knows your name;  God not only knows all about us, but He will never forget us, He even keeps an account of the number of hairs on our heads. God promises through Isaiah 49:15-16:  “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion of the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of My hands.”                                                                                                                                                              	The reference to the engraving on the palms of God’s hands is a prophecy about the death of Christ on the cross when the Romans soldiers drove nails through His hands.
KEY QUESTION: “Is God good?”
Contrary to the opinion of some, God does not have to be good to exist. After witnessing a human tragedy, some have concluded, “I don’t believe there is a God. No God would allow bad things to happen to good people.” The Greeks and Romans embraced the religion of paganism. The pagan gods in no way felt obligated to be good. If it were to turn out these gods were true gods, it would be unwise to deny their existence. Their followers worshiped these pagan gods in an attempt to appease them in the hope they wouldn’t pick on them.
The one true God revealed in the Bible doesn’t have to be good, but it turns out he is. And not only is He good; He desires to have a personal relationship with us.
There are at least two things God is NOT:  He is NOT -
• uninvolved in creation with no plan (fatalism) 
This line of reasoning suggests bad things happen in our world because there is no God, and there is no plan. Or if there is a God, he has set the world in such a way that our choices and actions are irrelevant anyway. “Que sera sera.” This is the same philosophy behind the famous 1980s bumper sticker, “Stuff Happens” (slightly edited for religious consumption).
• involved in creating, yet uninvolved in our lives (deism) 
Adherents to this way of thinking suggest bad things happen in our world because God created the universe to be like a cosmic watch, wound it up, and then let it run on the natural laws he set in place.
On the contrary, when one reads the Bible from beginning to end, here is the declaration God invites us to make: KEY IDEA: I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily life.
The psalmist writes, page 26 - Ps 121:1-2
I lift up my eyes to the mountains — where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,  the Maker of heaven and earth.
The writer is in a deep valley in need of help. Where does this person look? Who will help him? The psalmist says he will look up — he will look to the creator of the majestic mountains, who then must assuredly have the ability to lift him up and set him high above this lowly place in which he now finds himself. Even in “the valley of the shadow of death!”
Consider these 3 key concepts of the qualities of God:  This is a T.I.P. from the Scriptures that can transform our relationship with HIM! (Transcendent; Immanent; Providential)
1. God is above us (Transcendent - beyond all possible limits)
God is great; he is above all; and he is not bound by any of the circumstances or events controlling us. He has created everything, and therefore he has complete authority and has the right of complete control. So why does a God who has everything care about me? Why does he care about you? This is the same question the psalmist posed:  Pg: 30 - Ps.8
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon & the stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? You have made them a little lower than the angels & crowned them with glory & honor. You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet.
As hard as it is to grasp, the answer is simple: He cares for us because he chooses to.

When Adam & Eve sinned - did God care?
	God found them hiding in the Garden & He brought them clothes (first tailor) & a 	promise (Seth - Adam & Eve a fresh start).

When the world was disgusting - evil beyond imagination - did God care?
	God found Noah - a man with favor in eyes of God - & gave a sinful world a fresh start!

When Goliath intimidated the children of God in valley of Elah - did God care?
	God use David, a shepherd boy, to encourage a king, slay a giant, roust an 	enemy and rescue a nation!

When Israel committed spiritual adultery again and again - did God care?
	He gave them a prophet, Hosea with a hooker for a wife, so they might understand 	His unconditional love for them!

When a woman arrived at a well, at midday, embarrassed by her circumstances, disappointed   
    with the men in her life, & discouraged by her choices, - did God care?
	He sent His Son on a private visit & He gave her water so she would never thirst again!
When Peter failed the Lord 3 times in one night - did God Care?
	Jesus Looked, Peter Wept, Jesus died, rose again and invited Peter for breakfast 	and asked him 3 times - Do YOU care!
   Sir Wilfred Grenfell, medical missionary in Labrador, found himself adrift on an ice flow, headed out to sea. He mercifully killed his dogs, made a coat out of their hides, put up a distress flag, and lay down and slept. Later he said, "There was nothing to fear. I had done all I could, the rest lay in God's hands."       Trust in a Transcendent God!
2. God is near (Immanent - indwelling; “within the limits of knowledge & experience)
While God is above the fray of all the things of life that overwhelm us, He also chooses to draw near to us. He comes down and stoops to our level to meet us where we are. Our great God is able to draw close to us, to care and love at a depth we struggle to grasp. The writer of Psalm 121 continues:
He will not let your foot slip — he who watches over you will not slumber;
	indeed, he who watches over Israel - will neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord watches over you — the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
	the sun will not harm you by day,  - nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all harm — he will watch over your life;
	the Lord will watch over your coming and going - both now & forevermore. 

Once we accept the fact that God wants to care for us, we are still left to ponder how he has the capacity to do so. Randy Frazee, is a runner and has been for quite some time. A few years back, his daughter introduced him to a smartphone app called RunKeeper. This app tells him how far he’s run, average time per mile, and overall times, and it also shows him an overview map of exactly where he has run. If you looked at his history on this app, you would see maps of beaches, mountains, and all kinds of locations and terrains. Even more amazing, RunKeeper not only tracks and records his locations; it does so for ten million other runners as well. If humans can invent a piece of technology to track the steps of ten million people simultaneously, is it really much more of a stretch to believe a transcendent and immanent God can track six billion of us? But he goes a step further. The app doesn’t care about me; God does!
Matt. 28:20 - I will be with you always, even too the end of the age!  
Col.1:21 - “God has chosen to make known this great mystery, ‘Christ IN you, the hope of 		   glory.’”
3. God has a plan (Providential - carefully plans/provides for the future)
God is not just near us; He has a plan for our lives from the moment of our creation. The psalmist writes:  Pg. 32 - Ps139:16
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
The plan God is working out for those who trust him and follow him is good. The apostle Paul assured the early believers of God’s great care over their lives: Phil. 1:6
[I am] confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. Rom. 8:28  pg. 39
These verses are just as true for you and me. God’s plan, work, and calling apply to all who follow him today. 

KEY APPLICATION: What difference does this make in the way I live?
How can believing this truth about God as a personal and good God — not only in our mind (understanding) but also in our heart (the way we live) — guide the way we live?
1) God’s ways are higher than our ways. Upper Story Perspective!
In the book of Isaiah, we find God’s comparison of his perspective versus our own. He uses the distance between heaven and earth to teach us the breadth and depth of his being:
“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Is 55:8-9, Chapter 4
We are tempted to make frantic decisions because we can’t see our way. We can’t see around the next bend in the road. God’s ways are higher than our ways, because he is seated above on his throne. When we feel that we don’t understand God’s instruction in his Word, we must remember that He sees things from above and we don’t.
2) God, who created nature and history, knows and cares about us.
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus conveyed God’s care for his children. In Matthew 6, he gave us the profound encouragement to live a life free of worry & fear, resting fully by faith:
Pg 38 “I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?
“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you — you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.’ ” 
These words about a loving Father paint a vivid picture of a God who is not out to get us, but rather to redeem us. He is not out to destroy us, but rather to restore us. We don’t live a worry free life because we can quote a Scripture, but because we TRUST our FATHER God! The only way to trust Him is to know Him!
3) God is working out his good plan for our lives.
Be reminded of this encouragement from Scripture: “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  Phil 1:6
If we truly believe God is involved in and cares about our daily lives, then we can know every morning as we wake up that His heart is to show us His plan, to include us in His big picture. We can also know that in the tough times and the blessed times - God will see us through and nurture a deepening relationship with Him. 
    So, what do you believe? Do you believe God is good? Do you believe he is involved in and cares about your daily life? If the answer is yes, then live each day as though it is true. Ponder the difference this can make in your life. Do YOU believe in the law of the pendulum!
KEY IDEA: I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily life.

God Will Save Me
A terrible storm came into a town and local officials sent out an emergency warning that the riverbanks would soon overflow and flood the nearby homes. They ordered everyone in the town to evacuate immediately.                                                                                                         	A faithful Christian man heard the warning and decided to stay, saying to himself, “I will trust God and if I am in danger, then God will send a divine miracle to save me.”                            	The neighbors came by his house & said to him, “We’re leaving & there is room for you in our car, please come with us!” But the man declined. “I have faith that God will save me.”    	As the man stood on his porch watching the water rise up the steps, a man in a canoe paddled by and called to him, “Hurry and come into my canoe, the waters are rising quickly!” But the man again said, “No thanks, God will save me.”                                                                 	The floodwaters rose higher pouring water into his living room and the man had to retreat to the second floor. A police motorboat came by and saw him at the window. “We will come up and rescue you!” they shouted. But the man refused, waving them off saying, “Use your time to save someone else! I have faith that God will save me!”                                              	The flood waters rose higher and higher and the man had to climb up to his rooftop.
    A helicopter spotted him and dropped a rope ladder. A rescue officer came down the ladder and pleaded with the man, "Grab my hand and I will pull you up!" But the man STILL refused, folding his arms tightly to his body. “No thank you! God will save me!”                                            	Shortly after, the house broke up & the floodwaters swept the man away & he drowned.
    When in Heaven, the man stood before God and asked, “I put all of my faith in You. Why didn’t You come and save me?”									      	And God said, “Son, I sent you a warning. I sent you a car. I sent you a canoe. I sent you a motorboat. I sent you a helicopter. What more were you looking for?”

Real Question:  How personal do you want to be with GOD!?

















