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EVERYTHING I NEED

   Robert Reed said, “I have everything I need for joy!” His hands are twisted and his feet are useless. He can’t bathe himself. He can’t feed himself. He can’t brush his teeth, comb his hair, or put on his underwear. Strips of Velcro hold his shirts together. His speech drags like a worn out audiocassette. Robert has cerebral palsy.
    The disease keeps him from driving a car, riding a bike, and going for a walk. But it didn’t keep him from graduating from high school or attending Abilene Christian University, from which he graduated with a degree in Latin. Having cerebral palsy didn’t keep him from teaching at St. Louis Junior College or from venturing overseas on 5 mission trips. 
    Robert’s disease didn’t prevent him from becoming a missionary in Portugal.
    He moved to Lisbon, alone, in 1972. There he rented a hotel room and began studying Portuguese. He found a restaurant owner who would feed him after the rush hour and a tutor who would instruct him in the language. 
    Then he stationed himself daily in a park, where he distributed brochures about Christ. Within 6 years he led 70 people to the Lord, one of whom became his wife, Rosa. 
    Max Lucado said, "I heard Robert speak recently. I watched other men carry him in his wheelchair onto the platform. I watched them lay a Bible in his lap. I watched his stiff fingers force open the pages. I watched people in the audience wipe away tears of admiration from their faces." Robert could have asked for sympathy or pity, but he did just the opposite. He held his bent hand up in the air and boasted, “I have everything I need for joy.”
    His shirts are held together by Velcro, but his life is held together by joy. Why? How? Because he studied the Scriptures & BELIEVED! We need more Bobs.




Why This Study: 10 Goals or Objective

1) We hope to inspire you with the STUDY of God & His Truth!  NOT just educate.
2) Many of you were here when we read the Story, now we want to encourage you to LIVE the Story.
3) During the Story, we studied the characters of HiStory, NOW we want you to become His character, so God can once again tell His Story through YOU!
4) The Story taught us we have a choice about perspective: Upper Story or lower. BELIEVE wants to teach us that we have a choice how we live: Upper Story Power & Peace or lower story weakness & chaos.
5) This is an opportunity for the entire church to take 2 Bible College level courses at once: Survey of the Bible & Systematic Theology - let’s call our study Transformational Truths for Life!  - Transformation not just Information! I have no desire for us to become intellectually constipated, but rather, spiritually liberated!
6) This is NOT just doctrinal, but very practical as we look at the TOP 30 driving ideas, KEY Truths of the Bible that can & will influence our lives.
7) Believe has the potential to Unify our church family as we study together and our personal families as you study & share together for 30+ consecutive weeks.
8) It is important that the Church knows what we are FOR and NOT against!
9) The 1st century believers made a difference, influenced their culture, changed the course of history. How? Acts 2:22/41, the message of Jesus was preached & people were changed. Acts 2:42 - those who were saved devoted themselves to Apostles teaching; v. 46 - they were unified in love & action; v.47 - they moved on & out. By Acts 17:6 - the politicians were saying, “These men who have turned the world upside down have now shown up here!” My prayer is the Church will let God do it again in the 21st century. Could we, along with 29 other fellowships across this country be the spark of a movement that God ignites into a FLAME. A FLAME so hot that politicians, physicians, business professionals, the poor and imprisoned alike would say, “These people who are turning the world upside down are showing up here!” This is my desire & prayer, NOT so people will know who we are, but who HE is!
10) By the end of this study I want us to know What we BELIEVE; Why we BELIEVE it; and What difference it makes!

    I hope you grasp the idea that this study is about growing healthy relationships while at the same time fulfilling God’s purpose for our life! When Jesus was asked by insincere religious leaders, “What was the single greatest commandment?”  Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with everything you’ve got, & love your neighbor as yourself.”  Reaching UP to God and then, reaching OUT to others! To reach up only, is 1/2 a gospel, to only reach out without up is NO gospel at all. When we know & love God for who He really is we have our purpose for life!

SLIDE:

   If purpose is to be accomplished in our lives and the goals of this study are to be met, three things must happen in and through us:

	1) There must be a desire to Discover the Truth of God - Think!
2) Once we have acquired important TRUTH about God we must choose to do something with it - Act!
3) What we discover with our mind, choose to obey with our will, can now so influence our emotions & behavior that we will become who God intended us to BE - His Kids in the image of Jesus.

SLIDE
Three Divisions of this Study:

THINK - 10 Key Truths - LOOK at in a moment
ACT - 10 Key Practices: Worship, Prayer, Bible Study, Single-mindedness, Total Surrender, Biblical Community, Spiritual Gifts, 
Offering my Time, Giving my Resources, Sharing my Faith 
BE - 10 Key Virtues: Love, Joy, Peace, Self-control, Hope, Patience, 
Kindness/Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Humility


    Let me briefly highlight the 10 Key Truths:  You will find them on the BRICK wall under the Pavilion.  If at anytime during this study you can agree with the 10 KEY belief statements - sign your name to the wall as a testimony of commitment. For some, you might not be able to sign it until the last week - that’s OK.

ASK me what I believe;
Do you know what you believe;
Is what you believe worth believing!


SLIDE

Chapters 1-10 Scripture Selections      BELIEFS – What do I believe?

LOVE GOD
1 – God 			Key Idea: “I believe the God of the Bible is the only true God- Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”

				Key Verse: 2 Corinthians 13:14

2 – Personal God	Key Idea: “I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily life.”
				Key Verse: Psalm 121:1-2

3 – Salvation		Key Idea: “I believe a person comes into a right relationship with God by God's grace through faith in Jesus Christ.”
				 Key Verse: Ephesians 2:8-9

4 – Bible			Key Idea: “I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has the right to command my belief and action.”
				 Key Verse: 2 Timothy 3:16-17

5 – Identity in Christ	Key Idea: “I believe I am significant because of my position as a child of God.”
						Key Verse: John 1:12
LOVE OTHERS

6 – Church		Key Idea: “I believe the church is God’s primary way to accomplish his purposes on earth.”
 Key Verse: Ephesians 4:15
7 – Humanity	Key Idea: “I believe all people are loved by God and need Jesus Christ as their Savior.”
 Key Verse: John 3:16
8 – Compassion	Key Idea: “I believe God calls all Christians to show compassion to people in need.”
 Key Verse: Psalm 82:3-4

9 – Stewardship	Key Idea: “I believe everything I am & everything I own belongs to God.”
 Key Verse: Psalm 24:1-2

10 – Eternity		Key Idea: “I believe there is a heaven and a hell & that Jesus will return to judge all people and to establish his eternal kingdom.”
 Key Verse: John 14:1-2


We are to learn these Truths:
	Not to debate theology, but to live Truth;
	Not to defend God, but to express faith in the way we live;
	Not to win an argument, but to save a soul!
Not to be frustrated with our failures, but to be freed from our frustrations!

John 8:31 & 32: “To the Jew who had believed Him, Jesus said, “ If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the Truth & the Truth will set you free.”
    Living a “free” life rather than a frustrated one; experiencing victory rather than defeat, knowing love rather than rejection is what BELIEVE is all about!

Two Contrasting Personal Moments:

1. When I was 26 years old, married less than 2 years, working 2 jobs - managing Fresno Bible House & being the preaching pastor at Ashbrook Church, - in one week there was a split in our congregation, I lost my best friend, and came home and found a “Do-It-Yourself Divorce” book on the coffee table.  I lay in bed and told God I quit!  My marriage, my friendships & my ministry seemed to be hopeless.  The three most important areas of my life that I believed had been rooted in spiritual soil were in chaos. I had doubts and was prepared to quit. What I eventually discovered was God had me right where He wanted me. I had tried to do for God, with the best of intentions, what only God could do for me! I had the knowledge of Truth in my head but it needed to be driven & worked out in my heart. It was the way I thought but not the way I lived. Have you ever experienced that kind of disconnect in your life of faith?  
If the answer is yes, then I think you will appreciate the “journey of this study” - Key Truths moving us to Key Practices leading us to Key Virtues!  I mentally knew about the “crucified life” - being crucified with Christ, so it’s not I who live, but Christ who lives in me. I intellectually understood that the Christians
needed some things pruned in life, but I was about to learn some valuable Truths in a way that moved Truth from Head knowledge to Heart realities! Randy Frazee, after a difficult season in his life, the death of his mother, summed it up this way, “The Biblical word is pruning - the process in which God wants to work through us, but first must work on us.  A deeper work takes place in the individual for the greater work to go out into the world -- much like a gardener prunes the trees to gain the best harvest. “The Christian life is about who we are becoming for the sake of others.”  God knew there was much work that needed to be done in my life and NOW I knew it! It is not enough to believe something as the right answer; we must believe it as a way of life! When there is a disconnect from our head to our heart it is often revealed as “unbelief” in our actions. This expresses itself with hopelessness and a desire to quit!  Someone said the longest distance to travel is the 18 inches from our head to our heart.  
2. In 2009, we discovered my mother had a rare disease. She was born with it, but was not discovered until she was 80. In January of 2010, she entered the hospital for what was the beginning of 41 very difficult days. After a wonderful Thanksgiving/Christmas season with Mom, wonderful became nightmarish! It was on a Sunday she entered the hospital, the following Sunday her left lung collapsed, the next Sunday her right lung collapsed, two weeks later she knew the doctors had done their best to get her well enough to go home for a few days, but it wasn’t going to happen and she was ready for Nancy Hind’s Hospice Home to be her launching pad for her heavenly home. During the last 41 days of her life she was short on breath but not short on faith. The doctors were in awe of her patience; nurses sought her out for advice - she saved a marriage when a nurse came to her in the middle of the night & asked for advice, her husband came 3 days later & thanked Mom for what she had said; orderlies considered it an honor to be assigned mom’s room; and administration was awed that a woman struggling to breathe would take time & effort to dictate a letter of commendation about a nurse who went above & beyond the call of duty. When Momma moved to Hind’s Hospice I knew her days were short and I wanted as much time as possible with her.  Her last day on earth I had two funerals. I was torn by the needs of my mother, my own desires & the desire to help others in the midst of their great need. My mother put it in perspective for me: “Son,” she said, “Go offer hope to those who need it; we have more than enough for what we’re facing.”  That day, with God’s strength and Momma’s encouragement, I didn’t want to quit and I learned a little more about who I was becoming for the sake of others. Momma’s physical body breathed its last breath the following morning by 5 am. But her faith made her hope a reality & she now breathes celestial air with no difficulty and she sees clearly now - no longer impeded by macular degeneration. That Saturday morning in February I grieved, but I didn’t want to quit - why, - what was the difference - because my HOPE was established and firm in the Truths I believed and the examples I had witnessed! I had grown up!

    Every victory in a Believer’s life is a result of our confidence in a core belief of the Bible. If you are “hopeless” today, ask God to reveal to you what TRUTH you struggle to believe.
    
	If we struggle to live our beliefs, then we don’t really believe them. We might understand; it might be a requirement to give intellectual assent in the community in which we hang out. But the belief has not yet taken up residence in our heart if we are not living out the truth. 
Claude Harmon, winner of the 1948 Masters Tournament, where the take-home prize was $2,500, trained all four of his sons into arguably becoming the best golf instructors in the world. Randy Frazee’s neighbor plays on the PGA tour, and he switched to Butch Harmon last year. He has already won three tournaments this season with earnings at right around $4 million, before sponsorships. Claude once told his sons, “A good golf instructor can spot the ten things wrong with a golfer’s swing; a great golf instructor can identify the one causing the other nine.”
The same is true in the Christian life. A good spiritual coach might be able to spot the ten things wrong with the way we approach life, and even our absence of hope; a great spiritual coach can spot the one thing causing the other nine.
The one thing is almost always a belief - something we don’t understand or have never been taught about the Christian life which is certainly a systemic issue among believers today. Or there is something I believe in my head to be true or right, yet it doesn’t reside in my heart, which then undermines our experience of hope.
The journey of belief begins with the confession of unbelief. (Father of demon possessed boy - Mark 9:24)
In preparing for this series I discovered and agree with Randy Frazee that there are ten essential driving beliefs of orthodox Christianity. Which of these ten was a primary struggle for me in personal moment #1 - hindering my experience of hope?
Dr. J. I. Packer — a “Butch Harmon” to Randy — had some keen insight during the struggle Randy went through after the death of his mom. Packer shared that two primary beliefs drive biblical hope. The first is the key belief about the promise for the future of all believers. Let’s call this belief eternity issues. The second key belief is in the One who is making the promise. I will simply call this our belief in God. Packer suggested we either:
(1) don’t understand or truly embrace what Christ taught about eternity, or
(2) don’t really understand or trust the One making the promise - Jesus.

Do you relate to a struggle with either of these Beliefs?

If you were given three choices, as in . . . 
1. Go to heaven 
2. Go to hell 
3. Stay on earth & continue to experience life as you’re currently experiencing it
. . . most would probably choose #3! Heaven second. Because singing “Kumbaya” for eternity is only slightly more appealing than burning in fire.
We need to give Christians today the same opportunity Jesus gave the Centurion who said, “I do believe some things; help me with what I don’t believe.” I don’t think we’ll ever see a vibrant revival in Christianity until we create safe places for Christians to confess their unbelief, because the true heart confession of what we don’t believe is the only path to true belief in our hearts.
Many who grow up in the church hit a crisis of unbelief in their teen years. Because a lot of Christian parents and church leaders can’t bear to hear about doubt swimming around in their children’s minds, too often young people keep doubt to themselves. This faith dilemma can also become magnified during their early years of life at a university. In the silence, little by little, we lose them. Unspoken struggles morph into reasons to no longer believe. The pattern — when they leave home, they also eventually leave their faith.
Instead, we should invite this confession of unbelief. The journey of belief from head to heart is almost always coupled with and fueled by a season of doubt in which a young adult is making a decision to embrace or reject the faith of their parents. We need to create an environment in the home and the church where they are encouraged to speak their doubts out loud. When they do, our response should be, “Great! We were looking forward to this day.” With the mouth being between the head to the heart, the confession of unbelief or doubt means the teen or young adult is also halfway home to truly owning their personal faith.
Act Like Jesus — PRACTICES
Now what should we do? We can’t get stuck here. Time to act like Jesus. This is where spiritual practices and disciplines enter in, such as worship, prayer, Bible study, engaging in community, offering my resources, and sharing my faith.
In his book The Spirit of the Disciplines, Dallas Willard introduces an important principle: Spiritual practices are the exercises engaged in with the Spirit, whereby we slowly move a truth of God from our head to our heart.
Even spiritual disciplines designed to serve others turn around and minister to us. The perpetual act reinforces the validity of a biblical belief and gives us an experience with the power of the truth, not just with book knowledge.
Recent research reveals that the number one Christian practice to catalyze spiritual growth is Bible engagement, with no close second. This is where we began in our quest for hope.

Open the Bible with a fresh perspective to discover God’s vision for eternity, for the future on which one builds hope. No denominational ax to grind and no sermon to prepare. This should be deeply personal. A treasure hunt to discover and experience lasting hope made available to me through Christ.
When we willing study God’s Word and desire God’s will He will start some pruning in our lives. He wants to work in us to create a deeper work. God doesn’t do this to pick on you or to pay you back for being bad. He has a vision for you to become like Jesus. This is truly the best way to get the most out of this life. Our good God wants this for you and for me. For our own sake? Sure. But the real motivation of a life of love is “for the sake of others.” Your family & friends will benefit greatly from tasting the fruit of your life produced by the Spirit. A bouquet of love, joy, & peace; an aroma of patience, kindness, goodness, & faithfulness; a hint of gentleness, self-control, hope, & humility. We must become a person, a people, a church, who because of firm belief in God and his Truth, that is willing to become "gap fillers" for the sake of those we love and for those we've never met! We must fill the voids, the emptiness of life while others are struggling.
If you have any interest in this kind of life, this series is for you. Next Sunday we will begin our journey in the 10 key beliefs of thinking like Jesus. The goal is to renew our mind in these key truths found throughout the pages of the Bible. To know what we BELIEVE!
In part 2, we will probe the 10 key practices of the Christian life. Here you will be invited to the adventure of acting like Jesus. Engaging in spiritual disciplines not only aids us in expressing devotion to God and love for our neighbors; it also helps us move the key beliefs from our head to our heart.
Then in part 3, we will take a close look at each of the 10 key virtues. Possessing these qualities “in increasing measure,” as Peter invites us to pursue them, will move us inch by inch, day by day, toward becoming more like Jesus. And living like Jesus is absolutely the best way to live — now and forever.



Conclusion:	

Robert Reed  - I have everything I need for joy.”  Do you?

His shirts are held together by Velcro, but his life is held together by joy. Is yours?

Why? How? - Because he studied the Scriptures and BELIEVED!


