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An old man went to the doctor complaining that his wife could barely hear.  The doctor suggested a test to find out the extent of the problem.  “Stand far behind her and ask her a question, and then slowly move up to see how far away you are before she first responds.”

The old man, excited to finally be working towards a solution, runs home to find his wife preparing supper.  “Honey,” the man asks, standing about 20 ft. away, “what’s for supper?”  After receiving no response he tried again from 15 ft. away.  Again, no response.  So he moved to 10 ft. away and still no response.

Finally, he was 5 ft. away and he yells, “Honey, what’s for supper?!”  She replies, “For the fourth time it’s lasagna!”

So often we assume it’s the other person who has a problem.  It’s the other person who needs to do the changing.  But Jesus wants us to focus on changing ourselves.

Change, or transformation of our character, is what believing in Jesus is all about.  When a person comes to faith in Christ he or she is saying much more than “I want my sins forgiven.”  To “believe” means to “trust.”  It means that you put your life into the life of Christ.  And when you do, things change.  You change.

The problem is not many people believe with this kind of belief.  We see so few who are living life differently or we see people we have admired fall and we think that real change is not attainable.  

So as we begin this journey called “Believe” the first thing I want to do is to challenge you to believe.  Believe that you can change.  Believe that you can be transformed.  And today I want to walk you through a passage of Scripture that will show you how change of character happens.  Do you want to be different next year in some area of your life than you are right now?  If so, you’ll want to turn to 2 Peter 1.

Peter is writing this letter.  You may remember Peter as the brash, quick to speak, hot tempered follower of Jesus.  He’s the one who denied knowing Jesus when a little girl pointed him out by a charcoal fire.  It wasn’t one of his more stellar moments.

But now, along with Paul, he is one of the two pillars of the early church and he’s writing to some Christians who are on the receiving end of some false teaching.  It would be bad enough if these false teachers were attacking his friends from the outside.  But the reality is they are inside the church and causing problems by what they are teaching.  Peter believes bad teaching results in bad living, so he begins his writing by reminding them of how their lives can be transformed to be like Christ.

He begins by talking about knowledge.  There’s a reason for this.  The false teachers are “Gnostics.”  “Gnostics” means “the ones who know.”  Their name comes from the Greek work “gnosis” or “knowledge.”  This group claimed they had “a special secret and saving knowledge of God, of the cosmos, and of all matters spiritual.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Fred B. Craddock, First and Second Peter and Jude (Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 1995), 96.] 


So he begins by saying: 
Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. (2 Peter 1:1-2)

Peter greets them and immediately tells them they have a faith of equal standing with “ours”—as that of the apostles.  The false teachers were telling them they weren’t equal.  Peter, a pillar of the church, says they are equals.

That’s good to remember.  Whoever it is you may look up to in the Christian faith has no special access to God that you don’t have.  God is an equal opportunity God.  Peter makes that clear.

Then he adds:
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. (2 Peter 1:3-4)
Do you want life?  The kind Jesus talked about?  Do you want to be a godly person?  Then Peter says that God’s power—the word is dunamis from which we get our word dynamite—has given us all things that we need to have that kind of life.  That’s good news!  
So how do we get this power?  The means is to plug into the power.  The “plug” or the connection point according to Peter is “through knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence.”  The power comes from knowing Jesus.  It’s not some special secret that only a few are given.  
This “knowledge” is not just information either.  It is a personal, intimate knowledge of Jesus.  The more you know him the more power you will experience in your life to be a “partaker of his divine nature.”  Knowledge of Christ is central to Peter’s letter.  It’s mentioned five times in this first chapter alone and then two more times throughout the letter.
That’s the goal: move from think to be.  It starts with getting our minds renewed and thinking right by knowing Jesus.  But that’s not the end.  There’s some effort on our part.  Peter goes on to write: 
For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.
Here’s a list of what the “divine nature” would look like.  It begins with faith and ends in love—agape love—the kind of love that desires and does what is best for the other, unconditionally.
Nestled in this section are two words worth noting.  One is “effort.”  “Make every effort” Peter says.  God has given us all things that we need for our character transformation.  But this does not mean we can be passive.  God is opposed to earning, not effort.  We have to intend to become a different person in Christ.
The other word is the word “supplement.”  It comes from the Greek word “chorus” and here in its verb form means “to direct a chorus.”  He could be picturing life as made up of these different pieces of the orchestra and saying that you and I are responsible for bringing them together and directing them.  The word came to mean in Athens “to support, to equip, or to make provision for the chorus.”  Either way, Peter is telling us that believing correct things about Jesus—getting knowledge of him is the beginning point but the end point is to behave like him.  Make an effort to orchestrate this in your life.
Knowledge is necessary but it is not the end.  When I was in High School our youth group participated in an event called Bible Bowl.  Teams of teenagers would compete with each other to see who could answer more questions right than the other team about the Bible.  Yes, we were party animals.
I remember my first experience as a sophomore on our team.  We were having fun together and winning too, which probably made it more fun.  But I’ll never forget sitting in our room about ready to begin another round when in the hallway we heard yelling and screaming.  Two teams were going at it over a round they had just completed. And I remember thinking, “What’s wrong with this picture?  They know some Bible but they sure aren’t acting like it’s done them any good.”
The goal is to move from think to be.  Jesus shows us that we can’t control what is happening outside of us but we can control what is happening inside of us.  It’s about who we are becoming.  It starts by plugging into the power of knowing Christ and the goal is to be like Christ.  (By the way, we won the entire tournament that year.  Just in case you’re wondering.)
Then Peter tells us the method to transformation of character: repetition, repetition, repetition.  
Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have. I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.
This isn’t the first time these people have heard about the knowledge of God and Christ and growing in character.  But he wants them to hear it again.  Repetition makes things stick.  
Peter wants his teaching to stick because his time is about up.  He knows he is facing death.  Historians tell us that he and Paul were executed on the same day in Rome.  Peter was crucified upside down.  He wouldn’t allow them to execute him in the same way as Jesus—he did not believe he was worthy of that.
Since he won’t be around much longer he wants to repeat the core beliefs that will help their lives be right.  He wants them to know their character can change.  To know that what is on the inside can allow them to handle whatever is on the outside.
Repetition may seem dull.  You may want to move onto something new that sounds more exciting.  But we need to understand that we have not learned anything we’ve already been taught until it is coming out in our lives.  It would be better to stick to one thing and get it applied in our lives before we move on.
Juan Carlos Ortiz tells the story of how once he taught his church.  He got up one Sunday and said, “Brothers and sisters, let us love one another.”  Then he’d sit down.  He’d come back and get up and say, “Brothers and sisters, let us love one another.”
After a while some in the church asked him why he wasn’t bringing them a new teaching.  He said, “Until we start loving each other there is no need to move to a new teaching.”
There are some basic teachings you need to know and know well.  That way, when something false is being taught, you’ll be able to recognize it.  The method is repetition.
Peter finishes with a very important point about the Source of his information.
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:16-21)
The Source of life change is God’s Word.  Peter wants his people to understand that he is an eyewitness of Jesus, specifically the transfiguration.  He has the Old Testament Prophets on his side and also the Spirit.  The false teachers are telling people that the second coming of Christ is just a myth, that it doesn’t make any difference.  Peter will argue that in the rest of his letter.
But the point for us is to trust God’s Word and to go to God’s Word.  You can hear all sorts of things that sound clever and maybe at first sound right but you have to consider the source.  Especially whether the person saying them has been formed by Jesus.  
Peter cautions us to watch out for people who are interpreting scripture on their own.  “No prophecy of scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation.”  Interpretation of scripture is not a private or individual exercise.  It is the function of community.  Study on your own?  Sure, but then bring that study to the community and see what others who are listening to the Word and following Jesus say.
Then, any interpretation needs to stand up to the apostolic tradition.  In other words, does it match what the apostles like Peter and Paul and the gospel writers gave us about the person, work and words of Jesus?  The source is always God’s word.
2 Peter 1 gives us a summary of how character transformation into Christlikeness happens:

The Means: Plug into the Power
The Goal: Move from Think to Be
The Method: Repetition, Repetition, Repetition
The Source: God’s Word

Peter can be trusted.  He changed.  He changed from a tough, burly fisherman who quickly wilted in a courtyard because he was afraid he’d be thrown in with Jesus who was being beaten and crucified to one who could calmly write a farewell letter to his friends on how change happens only a few months before his own death.

Do you want to be different in some way this time next year than you are today?  It can happen.  Think, Act, and Be like Jesus.  It begins with faith.  It begins when you believe.
