Believe
Preaching Cohort Conference Call
Weeks 27-30
This call was held on March 3, 2015, the seventh and last in a series of monthly calls amongst the 30 Beta Church pastors to share preaching ideas for Believe.  As the first to preach through the 10 beliefs, 10 practices and 10 virtues as a cohesive series, these pastors are coming together as a group to hear from Randy Frazee about his original ideas in assembling the Believe book and the accompanying teaching videos, and to contribute their own thinking on how they would preach these topics. This written transcript includes announcements and updates at the beginning, and the remainder has been edited to include only the parts of the conversation related to preaching the content of Chapters 27-30. 
Announcement – San Antonio City-wide Campaign
RANDY FRAZEE:   ……and so we are running through the logistics of possibly moving out of the AT&T Center, which is where the Spurs play, which seats 14,000, in case we need something more than that, and renting out the Alamodome at the end of the experience, which is a 60,000 seat auditorium.  It’s a huge venue.  So, my team is going nuts with the logistics of that.  So, I know this is not the subject matter for the day, but that’s the giant I was slaying before I got on the call.  
SHELLEY LEITH:   That’s a little scary proposition!  
RANDY:   Yeah.  So, you guys are senior leaders.  Your team looks you in the eye and you just don’t flinch.  You know.  [Laughter]  We’re DOING this.  You know.  We’re DOING this!  Yes.  There’s a lot of logistics.  But, anyhow, that’s what I was doing.
CHUCK HILDBOLD:  We have that same problem in Jennerstown, with the Alamodome type thing.
SHELLEY:  Yeah, yeah!  [Laughter] Well, that’s very exciting, and we’re all praying with you that all the churches that are meant to sign on and do this together with you are going to do so, and we’re praying for what?  There are a dozen churches ready to join with you and do this, this fall, right?
RANDY:   Yes.  Uh-huh.  And, we already have a wonderful, healthy list of churches.  We’re doing Believe small groups in neighborhoods with members of these different churches.  So, we’ll have a 30-week study kind of like the Frankenmuth, Michigan experience, where they cross-pollinated their Story groups with members from different churches. Then we’re initiating a service project at the end which says, Now we’re going to, as one church in our city, we’re going to live this.  And we have Steven Curtis Chapman coming in to lead the music and the worship experience at the ending rally with a local choir that we’re forming from all the churches – about a 600-voice choir.  So, yeah.  It’s a BIG experience.  You guys should come, because I owe you a huge debt of gratitude for going out ahead of this and giving us so much super, super feedback and inspiration.  
TIM ROLEN:  Do you have that date set?
RANDY:   Yeah.  Right now it’s April 3, 2016.  We were looking for a date at the very end of the experience, and this is almost at the end, the Sunday after Easter, which is March 27 next year. 
BURT BROCK:  We owe Randy a debt of gratitude for taking the time to help us along the way.
SHELLEY:   And cancelling all those meetings with Max.  
RANDY:   [Laughter] Yeah, I did!  Yeah, he’s at home, today, a little under the weather, so he would have canceled on me anyhow, today…..but, I did instead.  
SHELLEY:   All right!  Thank you for sharing with us about the San Antonio city-wide campaign.  That is so exciting, and we are trying to really feature this and perhaps do some filming at it, and encourage other cities to go thou and do likewise.  It’s just such an exciting way to reach across the aisles and work hand-in-hand with fellow pastors in a city that typically might not join together and band together on a common cause, so that’s just so great!  
Update – Christian Life Profile
SHELLEY: I wanted to update everybody on how the CLP has been going.  I count about 10 of our churches that have gotten their people to try the CLP, to download the app.  There have been 244 downloads of the app, and 85% of the people who downloaded it have created an account, and 74% of those people, which means 154 people, have actually taken the survey on the app.  So, the people that created this a very excited with those results.  They feel like those are great statistics – a great level of participation, way [cough in background] than usual.  I talked with Mindy Caliguire yesterday, who is the one that did the training with us, to teach us how to kind of do this and go through it with us, and she’s going to be sending out an overall report on how all of the beta churches are looking as a group.  
So far, the results are showing that our top three needs throughout the whole cohort would be:  
1. Giving away my faith
2. Self-control
3. Giving away my money
She said, interestingly, those three areas correlate with what the Reveal study would have said are the most important factors in helping a Christian move to the fourth segment.  They have divided Christian growth into four segments:  The first is exploring, the second is growing, the third is getting close to Christ, and the fourth is a Christ-centered Christian.  So, in order to get from the third to the fourth you have to get strong in some areas, and these would be some of the areas that are indicators of a person that is moving from that third segment to the fourth segment.  So, giving away my faith, self-control, and giving away my money.  I thought that was very interesting, and I want to encourage you to keep encouraging your people to get on there and take that survey, because, as we’re nearing the end of Believe, taking the survey and understanding where you’re still needing development is going to be an important key to working on your own follow-up to the Believe experience.  Randy, do you have any comments to add to that?
RANDY:  That’s very fascinating.  I’ve been in South Africa for a couple of weeks, promoting Believe there, and so I was really curious, Shelley, to hear not only the report back from the aggregate of the churches that are doing it, as well as seeing, are the leaders getting some feedback yet, or will that be coming.  I think that’s very, very fascinating.  What it’s suggesting early-on is that there’s a lot of spiritual maturity probably sitting in their congregations, and that there is a movement where people are trying to push themselves and move themselves into that final phase, which is what causes a church to explode when you get people in that last category.  
SHELLEY:   And so they’ve promised us some data reports as early as next week.  So, we can be looking for some of those beautiful up-line reports that they showed us samples of that are going to come to each church.  So each of the churches that have participated, each pastor is going to receive a report about his specific church, as well as comparing your church to the rest of the group.  
TIM ROLEN:  Just a comment.  We’re going to do the testing after Easter, after we finish the series. The reason is, I like the last two chapters in the Think Act Be book, and so after we’ve had a break for Easter and a special event the following week, we’re going to have a conclusion and highlight the last two chapters, and during that time we are going to do the testing.  
RANDY:  Kind of like a next step thing, right?  
TIM ROLEN:  Right.  How does the big picture application look from this point on?
CHUCK HILDBOLD:  That’s what we’re going to be doing, too, in Jennerstown.  We were waiting until after the whole series is over, and then see it as a follow-up.  So, I’m glad we’re not the only one that’s doing that.  
RANDY:   Yeah, there’s some real wisdom to that.  I think the thought would be that a person would take the assessment at the beginning to give the church some feedback, and then we would invite the people to take it again at the end to see if there’s been any movement, as well as to make sure that the individuals are set up for a customized spiritual growth pathway based on where they’re at as an individual.  And, also giving you guys some feedback on what to preach next, based upon where your congregation is at against the conglomerate of other churches. I think it’s pretty powerful to be able to stand up and say, Here’s where we’re really strong, but here’s where we seem to have a weakness. It’s not really necessarily bad because right now where you’re wanting to focus isn’t on the fact that you’re weak in some area, it’s actually that you’ve developed far enough along where what’s really critical in your journey is moving to this state of spiritual maturity, which excites me as a pastor.  So, I think there’s just a lot of good customizable next steps with the whole experience.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chapter 27 – Kindness and Goodness
RANDY FRAZEE:   Chapter 27 is Kindness and Goodness. Originally, when I created the list of the 30 beliefs, Kindness and Goodness were separated out. It was J.I. Packer who required that we add Hope to the list, thank “goodness” for that, and so they got combined back together again.  Probably the biggest observation about Kindness and Goodness – because I think sometimes we sort of gloss over those – but it’s really the richness of the word studies.  So, in my video treatment of this I talked about the word for goodness, or good, which in the Greek is kalos, and it refers to an external aesthetic beauty. It’s interesting that the antithesis of kalos, or good, is the word kakos, which is the word evil.  I always thought that was just a beautiful Greek word to describe evil, kakos.  You know?  [Laughter]  I remember – since I know you guys a little bit better now – I remember when I was at Willow, John Ortberg gave a talk.  The Greek word for dung is skubala, and I remember him saying, Skubala happens. [Laughter]   If, in your congregations, you can get away with it — I’ve done it before and it bypassed most people but a couple people really got it — I just go, kakos happens.  [Laughter] So, anyhow, that’s just the dark side of my teaching! The words that Paul is using here for kindness and goodness are, in fact, related.  The word agathos is the word for goodness, where we get the name Agatha.  The word chrestotes is the word for kindness.  What they share in common is the actions that are taking place on the outside are coming from an inner moral sense of right and wrong and what’s best for another person.  So, kindness basically says I really desire to show kindness to another person.  I’m not doing it as flattery.  I’m not doing it as a thing of beauty.  I’m doing it because the inside of me is being transformed and I desire to do something kind for this person.  Goodness is the same exact concept, except that it has the possibility of saying I don’t want to do this for this person, but the inner moral rightness and what’s best for this person causes me to speak the truth in love, or to say no to their request, or those kinds of things.  Sometimes it’s kind of a tough love thing.  So the beauty of kindness and goodness combined together in one is its very different than just sort of an external beauty.  You know, the beauty of the Grand Canyon is aesthetically beautiful.  This is an inner moral, an inner goodness, that’s growing up in the heart of the person who believes, and as a result of this they’re driven by these two acts.  One is to try to be kind as much as they possibly can.  That’s their default position.  You know, nine acts of kindness against one act of goodness, which is just that moral tough love where you say to a kid, you say to a friend, I’ve got to say no, here.  So, I think that’s a pretty powerful talk.  In the video script I taught out of Mephibosheth, which is just probably the most beautiful expression of kindness in terms of coming out of the depth of David’s heart.  So, I’ll stop there, just to give you guys a chance to share some additional ideas.  
BURT BROCK, First Christian Church, Morgantown, Indiana:  In these two sections, I’ve really put more of the emphasis on Christ in that I emphasized that our overall goal is to become more like Christ, so I’ve tried to show how Christ exemplifies these two virtues. So, for this Sunday I look for miracles in Mark Chapters 7 and 8 that show Jesus’ kindness in action.  He shows kindness to a woman of a different race. Jesus showed kindness to a deaf man, and we’ll talk about our kindness toward people who are disabled.  Back in the story of Mephibosheth, twice it says he was crippled in the feet.  And I noticed how David made sure that Mephibosheth had a place at the table, he made sure he regained his family’s possessions, and made sure someone was going to farm his field for him.  So, anyway, that’s part of the point.
The other points from Mark 7 and 8 are that Jesus shows kindness to a hungry crowd, and I just point out that kindness doesn’t have to be something extraordinary — Jesus responds to common everyday needs around him.  Jesus showed kindness to a blind man, but in this story he had to touch the man’s eyes twice, and that’s very unique; the point I make is that kindness is ongoing.  It often involves a second touch, a third touch…it doesn’t come to an end.  And one thing I wanted to say is that the world can be kind to people, but the world puts a condition on its kindness. That’s where that moral goodness that Randy was talking about separates our kindness and kindness, because Jesus says, Don’t just invite the friends that can invite you to a party, invite the poor, invite the blind. If you do something good for someone who can return the favor, what good is that?  Even the sinners do that. Jesus takes us to another plane of kindness and goodness that the world doesn’t practice.  
RANDY:   Yeah.  That’s really good.  I’m looking at the scope on kindness and goodness, and Luke 14 is in this chapter, but is it the dinner guest in that chapter, or did I put that in another chapter?  
BURT BROCK:  Luke 14 is in the chapter.  
RANDY:   That’s a powerful one.  Hey, another idea that I didn’t share that you guys may or may not know about is from a perspective from God.  The word lovingkindness in the Old Testament is the Hebrew word chesed (heh-said is actually how it’s pronounced).  I don’t know if you know this or not, but it shares the same root word for the stork, and the stork, as far as we know, is the only bird that will stay faithful to their family to the very end.  In Job 39, it compares the feathers of the ostrich to the feathers of the stork, where the ostrich will lay an egg and flap its feathers and often times will step on their egg of the unhatched offspring, or they’ll just abandon the egg and leave the prey to take care of it.  Even the eagle will push the young eaglet out of the next to live a life on its own.  But the stork is the only bird that we know of that will actually stay as a family, from beginning to end, so much so that the young actually return back to take care of the aging mom and dad who have stayed together.  That covenant loyal kindness to one another is a beautiful picture.  I tried to see if there was actually a connection as to why the stork is the one bringing the babies [Laughter] but that’s actually a different story altogether – it has something to do with the migration of storks into Germany compared to the number of babies that were born that year, but, anyhow, that’s a powerful idea.   
TIM ROLEN, New Hope Community Church, Clovis, California:  I’m playing with a little bit of an alliteration going along with some of your key things: kindness and goodness pays Attention to the needs of others, it Affirms those who feel hopeless, and it Accepts those who feel unworthy.  
JOHN COLLINS, First Church of Christ, Altoona, Pennsylvania:  I forgot where I read it, but they described this as being twin fruits – kindness/goodness. Kindness is who we are, and goodness is how we act toward others, and you gotta have both.  You can’t act good toward others unless you are kind and you have kindness in your heart.  And kindness in your heart is not enough if it doesn’t spill out and positively affect the lives of others.  
BURT BROCK:  Yeah.  What’s that old saying?  Kindness [unclear] and goodness makes the coffee.
[Burt’s phone line was quite staticky, and we couldn’t hear what he was saying. This is perhaps a reference to a saying that is attributed to Max Lucado, “Kindness not only says good morning, kindness makes the coffee.”]
Chapter 28 – Faithfulness
RANDY:   You hear so much about the word Faithfulness, and in trying to come up with a fresh angle on it, the Key Verse in Proverbs 3 really has captured me for years, which says Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablets of your heart. You have that heart idea that you’re not going to genuinely live out faithfulness without faithfulness being written on the heart.  Then, it says, you will win favor and establish a good name with God and others. I really pondered that concept of what the writer is saying here.  That long-term, loyal faithfulness in my relationships results in establishing a good name, not only with others, but with God himself, and that’s a fascinating idea to me.  
I was in a restaurant not too long ago with my son and another gentleman from our church, and a young lady came over and introduced herself to me, and I never had seen her in my life. Then she told me that her grandfather was Duane Whitfield, and Duane is one of the elders at Oak Hills Church who has demonstrated over my 7-year relationship with Oak Hills that he is for me, and that he has my back when I’m not present, that he just loves me. As soon as she mentioned his name, all of a sudden it was Let me buy your coffee, let me ask you what can I do for you in honor of your grandfather. I think the establishment of a good name is extremely powerful. And it’s not something you can do by just being faithful one time — it’s over a long period of time. What does it mean to establish a good name?  What does long-term faithfulness mean?  That we’ve established a good reputation for God of being faithful people.  
In the video script, we used the story of Mary, the mother of Jesus.  The basic idea was that Mary found favor with God, so there you have the connection to the key verse.  She did have a very humble, impoverished life in Nazareth, but nonetheless she lived out a faithful existence in that and God took notice of that.  He didn’t select her randomly, but she found favor with God.  And then all she did was she simply said yes to what God wanted to do in and through her.  Faithfulness is not “gutting up” the strength to actually do something magnificent.  The song that was written by Nichole Nordeman for The Story was “Be Born In Me.”  The idea of the song is that Mary just said, Yes, be born in me. The son of God was birthed in Mary because she just simply said yes.  So, I thought that was a fascinating story.  But the key verse really strikes me in terms of the connection of establishing a good name and honor.  [Pause]  You guys aren’t working on this one yet, so you don’t have as many ideas, do you?
ALL:  [Laughter] 
RANDY:   [Laughter] Caught ya!  I just think you have to be real careful when you come to something like faithfulness, because in churches we sing “Great is Thy Faithfulness” and obviously there is the connection in terms of God’s faithfulness. The words of those songs come right out of the Old Testament scriptures. But, with the topic of faithfulness, because we sing about it so much and all of that, it sometimes just kind of blows in one ear and out the other. The teacher just has to ignite sort of a fresh angle on this word lest it sort of just falls into mediocrity.  
BURT BROCK:  The introduction I wanted to tie in is Old Faithful at Yellowstone National Park and then compare how we don’t live in a faithful world anymore.  Our country has the highest divorce rate.  People aren’t staying with each other very much anymore.  My main points are going to be:
1. Faithfulness is an outstanding attribute of God.  God is always emphasizing his faithfulness to us.  
2. Jesus came as a living illustration of faithfulness.  For example, Jesus changes Simon’s name to Peter, which means rock. I just had that idea of stability and faithfulness and strength, and they were challenged to be steadfast and immoveable, always giving of themselves to the work of the Lord, knowing they were not in vain, and then develop steps out of that into becoming more faithful, developing the spiritual habits we’ve been talking about in Believe, and anticipating when we would attempt to make this commitment.  
3. Pray for the Lord’s reinforcement. The disciples didn’t always stay faithful, so it takes prayer to make sure we have God’s power to stay faithful. 
RANDY:   I love the Old Faithful example.  I mean, I think of getting in a car and driving across the country to see this thing, you know, sort of gush out of the ground, and no one has ever walked away disappointed.  You know?  It’s dependable.  It’s like if we were to get in the car today and drive hours to see this, and you pull your kids out of the car, your grandkids, and it’s like it’s going to deliver.  It ALWAYS has delivered.  I think that’s a great analogy.
BURT BROCK:  Yeah.  It says since 1870 it spouts an average of every 65 minutes, summer and winter; it’s a stream about 120-170 feet in the air; each display lasts about four minutes. I’ve never seen it, but you can pretty much count on it.  It’s going to do its thing!  
TIM ROLEN:  I’ve seen it.  You can count on it.  It’s incredible.  For me, I like the terms you just used,  dependable and consistency.  I always struggle when I hear the word loyalty, and that’s a personal challenge for me.  I came out of a denomination that preached a lot of loyalty to the denomination rather than to the Kingdom, and to Christ, and so for some reason, I always bristle on the loyalty factor. But I love the Dependability and the consistent factor, to be faithful in our Desire to grow in Christ and to be faithful in our Devotion to his Kingdom work, and to be faithful in our Development of his character in us.  
BURT BROCK:  That’s what Believe is all about.  It’s about displaying the same kind of faithfulness that God has placed in us, the same dependability, and when has God ever lied?
SHELLEY:   I don’t know if any of you have these books in your life, That’s the best book I’ve never read, but, the book, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction is one of those for me where the title has just done it for me.  I don’t need to read the book.  It’s the title.  It’s so amazing!  It came to mind when Randy said faithfulness is not a one-time thing.  It’s over the long-haul.
BURT BROCK:  The one point I want to make about faithfulness in this sermon is I love how Luke 9:51 is in the King James Version, that Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem.  I love the idea that he knows, there comes that turning point where he’s now ready to head to Jerusalem, undeterred, knowing what’s ahead of him.  I just love that phrase, He set his face to go to Jerusalem.  
RANDY:  I think the challenge to young people is, if God wills it, they have longevity by which to establish this great name of faithfulness with God’s help, and it’s something to be cherished early-on. If you continue to demonstrate a lack of faithfulness in your relationships with your wife, with your children, you get to the end of life and it’s just a sad experience. But it’s a brilliant experience in God’s strength if you just wake up every day and stay faithful. I have to imagine you guys are in the same spot as me, but on the days when I’ve wanted to sort of cash in or do something completely stupid, I think, man, I’ve got 33 years.  Like, man!  I’ve got 33 years into this thing.  This is a good legacy.  This is a good story.  Does that make sense?  I think there’s some motivation to say that this is not something you jump-start every other week.  And, you obviously have to offer grace, which you guys do every weekend.  We have to do it every single weekend at Oak Hills.  It’s like, okay, God is a God of second chances.  You can start over here.  This is your best opportunity.  In my case, I mentioned Duane Whitfield.  I mean, just that gentle faithfulness to God and to people, not perfect, but for me so much so that when his granddaughter, who I didn’t know, mentioned his name, all of a sudden the conversation changed from a polite pastor out in the community, Nice to meet you, have a great day, God bless you, to OH!  You are Duane Whitfield’s granddaughter?  Well, that changes the conversation altogether!  So, anyhow, I think there’s some solidness there.  
Chapter 29 - Gentleness
RANDY:  This is one of my favorite. I brought this out in the video script; the language for gentleness is kind of a boring word.  It’s prautés.  In terms of how it’s pronounced, prah-oo-tace is the transliteration of it. It’s a medical term, and so when Paul would use the word gentleness here it would have conjured up a medical term for the hearers, and it refers to mild medication.  I just love that picture, that image, that gentleness is a person who is easy on your stomach.  As soon as I think about it, and whenever I talk about gentleness, I say, think about a person who lacks gentleness, who is rough, and has some sort of authority over your life.  If I told you right now that later on today he or she wants to meet with you, immediately what happens?  Immediately your stomach begins to knot up.  Because that’s a person who is not easy on your stomach.  They may speak the truth to you.  They may not speak the truth to you.  But, at the end of the day they’re a person you seek to avoid because even though they might be trying to do the best by you, the way they go about it is rough on your stomach.  It creates stress.  Now, a gentle person is not necessarily one who tells you what you want to hear – but they found a way to speak that is mild on your stomach.  You look forward to meeting with them, you trust them, and you know they have your good intentions at heart and they will be gentle in their handling with you.  
When we studied Gentleness throughout Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation, the three themes that we picked up on come out of the Key Idea: I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in my dealing with others.  
1. The idea of thoughtful is that I’m going to think; I’m going to be very thoughtful of that person and I’m not going to be just thinking of myself.  
2. Considerate has the notion that I’m going to consider how what we’re going to be doing is going to affect them, or I’m going to put myself in their shoes.  
3. And, the third one is calmness.  It’s just basically an expression of not raising your voice, essentially.  
When we did this National Spiritual State of the Union with George Gallup a number of years ago through the University of Pennsylvania, they used these 30 ideas in an assessment, which is where the Christian Life Profile has come from. In non-Christians in the United States of America, gentleness was the one that was ranked the lowest among non-Christians, and particularly this idea of being a person not known for raising your voice.  The American person, apart from Christ, dramatically struggles against all 30 of these ideas. 
I think the idea is that a person who lacks gentleness, particularly with the way in which they treat people, oftentimes doesn’t recognize it or see it in themselves, because their expressions are normative to them.  When they raise their voice, it’s very normative.  I remember talking to my parents years later and basically saying, When you guys argued in your bedroom it scared the fool out of me, and they go, What are you talking about?  Yeah, we had some skirmishes, but, I mean, we weren’t knock-down drag-out fighting?  I said, Yeah, you were.  I had to put my pillow over my head.  That’s when I realized, to them, it was just normative.  It was appropriate, the level that they raised their voice.  For me, the receiver of it, it was way out of control.  And, so, I think the big ah-ha for a person who lacks gentleness is that they probably don’t know it, and the people in their life are not going to tell them because the people in their life are afraid of them.  
The story that we used in the video script is Nabal and Abigail.  If that’s not the most hilarious and truthful story, and if you have already taught it I wouldn’t even think it would be a bad idea to teach it again.  I mean, that is the most incredible story of a guy who lacks gentleness and the wife who saved him.  I mean, the story is that, you know, he dies at the end of the day, and David gets the girl.  It’s just a pretty fascinating story.  
BURT BROCK:  I’ve always liked…..it’s an old story, y’all have probably done this before, but I love the story of the father holding the baby while the mother’s making a purchase in the store, and the baby’s screaming at the top of its lungs, and he’s talking, and he’s saying very softly, Keep your temper, keep your temper.  A customer complimented him on how gentle he was with the baby, and he said, Baby, nothing – I was talking to myself!  [Laughter]
RANDY:  That’s hilarious!  
BURT BROCK:  I was going to look at three expressions of gentleness as our being humble before God, being teachable in our spirit, and then being help to others, thinking about what Paul said in Galatians 6:1 about restoring people who are overcome by sin, to restore them gently. The word for restore there, again, is a medical term, katartizete, meaning to set a broken leg. When you’ve got a broken bone, the doctor does set that leg gently.
RANDY:  Yeah.  That’s exactly right.  That is another medical term.  I think the whole medical angle on gentleness is fascinating to me.  My son, David, who was born without a left hand, was playing football and broke his humerus bone, that bone between his shoulder and elbow. It actually came out of his skin, and they had a very hard time setting it because he doesn’t have the weight of his hand to put it back into place, and it just healed, and he went out on the soccer field just to hang out with his friends, and he accidentally tripped over his shoelace and re-broke it.  And I remember, he’s a strong, young man, and he just had tears flowing down his face because he knew the pain he was going to have when the doctor was going to have to re-set that bone again.  And, just the gentleness of being able to help people.  And, obviously, re-setting a bone is helping a person.  I think sometimes a gentle person doesn’t realize that.  They think that the outcome of what they’re trying to get their kid, or their spouse, or their student at justifies the way in which they’re going about it, and I think what we’re saying is that the scripture provides an alternate way to come to the same objective, and don’t justify your lack of gentleness because your desired outcome, in your mind, is a good outcome for that person.
CHUCK HILDBOLD, Jennerstown United Methodist Church, Jennerstown, Pennsylvania: I like that.  I had heard, one time, that gentleness is love touching, and love expresses gentleness through a tender touch.  So, if you tie in love, which was the first fruit, it seems to make perfect sense.
RANDY:  Yeah.  That’s fantastic.  And, I think that’s the vision for everybody; for a man to realize that they can have something really dynamic going on in their life, who’s filled with truth and conviction and faithfulness, and yet doesn’t feel the need to sort of have this macho attitude, but is known as a gentle person.  My wife’s father has been a spiritual mentor of mine for years.  He’s Italian, so he has within his DNA makeup the opportunity to go ballistic at any moment. And yet he has just exuded the fruit of the spirit, in particular, gentleness, and has been a model for me.  I’ve sat, since I was 15, around the dinner table with him, and I’ve noticed how, over all the years, his four children look at him with this twinkle in their eye, because he’s a man full of faith and conviction and truth-telling, but he is so gentle in the way he does it, his kids have never lost an adoring of his relationship with them.  
Chapter 30 - Humility
RANDY:  Okey-dokey!  Last chapter.  You know, originally, the last chapter was Hope, but what we’ve done with these is we’ve tried to put everything in relationship to loving God and loving others, so Hope moved to the first five virtues.  Frankly, the virtues are the hardest to confine to vertical and horizontal as opposed to beliefs and practices – but nonetheless, we tried to honor that.  So, Humility ends up being the last one.  I used to struggle with that as we were editing the Believe project, but I’ve come to really believe that humility is a virtue that really is critical to the expression of all the others.  If you cannot value others above yourself, the other ones just don’t make any sense.  Or, it undermines the motivation for doing it.  I mean, if you’re valuing others above yourself, then the reason you’re gentle to them is because of the value placed on them.  There is a certain artificial gentleness, an artificial expression, you know, kind of like a fruit basket filled with fruit that looks real, beyond belief.  I don’t know if you’ve ever gone up to a bowl of fruits in a really nice hotel and picked it up, thinking it was available to you, only to discover it was artificial.  I think that humility is a virtue that, if we have this, is going to insure that the fruit in our basket that people are picking up and tasting is not going to be that Styrofoam painted piece of fruit, but it’s going to be genuine and sweet to the taste.  So, in this chapter, I spent a lot of time talking about my own journey with this, which I think is always helpful to bring leadership to expressing or confessing your own personal struggles, so I talked about that.  
Then, you guys may or may like this, or even know much about it – you know, I didn’t present this in the books, because we’ve stayed away from any theological opinion, but I would follow in the camp of what’s called a kenotic theory on the hypostatic union.  Philippians 2:11 is obviously the central passage on humility in the scriptures, because it flows into the model of Jesus. You know the phrase, he did not consider equality something to be grasped?  I never quite understood that.  I don’t know if you’ve ever struggled with that - but, the New International 2011 edition says he did not consider equality with God something to be taken advantage of, meaning that when he left the heavens, he did not feel as though he could best represent humanity by maintaining all the advantages he had as God.  So, the kenotic theory, which is the Greek word kenosis, which is the word for emptying, suggests that he temporarily, while he walked on the earth, emptied himself of his full knowledge of what was coming next. That’s why he always had to go to the Father to discover the Father’s will, why he didn’t know when the Kingdom was coming – only the Father did – was because he emptied himself of that before he came to earth, and also emptied himself of his full power.  That’s why he had to rely on the Holy Spirit.  That’s why his baptism was so critical, because the Spirit came upon him, descended on him like a dove, and we know even at the end, at the resurrection, Jesus did not raise himself from the dead, but it was the power of the Holy Spirit within him.  This really creates a pattern of humility for us.  That is, we humble ourselves by coming to the Father to seek his will, and then we receive the power to live out the will of God by the power of the Holy Spirit within us, and Jesus modeled that for us all the way through.  So, I love that angle of the life of Jesus, and how that ties into the concept of humility in terms of relying on the will of God, the power of the Holy Spirit to strengthen us to do the will of God, which essentially boils down to how we treat other people.  
CHUCK HILDBOLD:  I think it’s perfect that we are closing with humility on Palm Sunday.  
RANDY:  Oh, perfect!  
CHUCK HILDBOLD:  Yeah.  It’s just absolutely perfect with not only Jesus washing the disciple’s feet, but riding in on a donkey, and then using the Philippians passage where he emptied himself, which leads right up to Easter, which is just perfect timing.  
RANDY:  Yeah.  Because the Philippians 2 passage talks about his death, and ultimately the exaltation, doesn’t it?  I just got chills when I thought of that.  
TIM ROLEN:  Yeah.  And, also, his submissive prayer, “Father, not my will, but thine be done.”  
RANDY:  Yeah.  The prayer in the garden is a prime example of the Lord’s Prayer, where he humbled himself in the garden and basically said, from a human perspective, I’d love to see this cup passed from me, but not my will, your will be done. Then the power of God is found in aligning your life to the will of God, and I think that’s a very, very helpful distinction for American Christians, who say the power of God applies to whatever the heck I want.  No.  No.  The power of God applies to your willingness to align your life to the will of God. In the case of the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus shared his heart, I’d like to see this pass from me, but it wasn’t the will of God, and so he aligned his life to the will of the Father, and then the Father gave him the power to actually see it through; ultimately, three days later, raising him from the dead.  
BURT BROCK:  I think I’m going to preach Jesus washing the feet on that Sunday, because I thought it plays into the time of the year perfectly.  I think I remember reading somewhere that in an assembly hall in Spain there’s a hallway with pictures on either side, one is showing the [unclear] Rome, the other is showing Jesus washing…..er, one, these servants are washing the feet of the Bishop of Rome, the other side is Jesus washing the disciples.  One picture is entitled “[unclear] love of power” and the other picture of Jesus is “The power of love.”  
My old minister did an excellent sermon where he compared Jesus’ basin to Pilot’s basin.  Pilot’s basin of water was to wash hands and to be free, where Jesus’ basin was to wash feet. That’s definitely something I want to look and read into.  
And then it’s one thing [unclear] in my head, in terms of where I want to be, as an example [unclear] you know, I should never mow the grass here at First Christian Church, Morgantown, yet be the highest paid yard-man in Morgan County.  but, if I ever get to the point that I think I’m too good to mow the grass if it needs cutting, then there’s a problem, and where I want to get to is where Jesus…..you know, Jesus knew who he was.  He knew where he’d come from, he knew where he was going, but he never thought himself too good just to get down and wash feet, because that needed to be done.  I mean [unclear] set a lesson for us for all times’ sake.  If Peter [unclear] wants to go overboard, you know, give me a bath.  No, Peter, you just need your feet washed.  So, that attitude of humility [unclear] never too good to help, you know, to [unclear] dive in and help.  So, those are some of my thoughts.  Again, this isn’t as developed as fully as the others.  
RANDY:  That’s brilliant.  For those of you who are finishing on Palm Sunday, I can’t imagine not doing the disciple’s feet and that whole thing, and riding on the donkey.  That’s just…..that’s great!
CHUCK HILDBOLD:  Almost like it was planned!
RANDY:  I never really thought of it that way, but it’s chilling to think that that’s the way it’s going to end.  
TIM ROLEN: God has some divine appointments.  I grew up in a denominational culture where feet-washing along with communion was one of the ordinances, and Palm Sunday night was always a night in which we participated in feet-washing.  We’ve gotten away from that where I am, but I’ve gotten to introduce it, actually, in a visible way.  My grandfather used to say anytime that there is trouble in the church, that’s the best time to have a feet-washing service, and you shouldn’t be surprised if the person you have trouble with ends up sitting across from you.  The question that we always ask before we would wash someone’s feet is the challenging question, and that is: Is there any reason why you don’t consider me worthy to wash your feet?  
RANDY:  Wow.  
TIM ROLEN: And, so, you have this option to think both directions.  One, I’m humble. Am I willing to wash your feet? And this person has an opportunity to respond if there is any enmity between you to let you know, This is an offense that you’ve committed, let’s end it here, at the basin.  
RANDY:  Wow.
BURT BROCK:  My brother graduated from Lincoln Christian Seminary.  I don’t know what they call it now, but I was impressed by the ceremony.  As all the graduates with Masters or a Doctorate went across the stage, they gave them their diploma and a towel and sent them out with that feeling of, Hey, I’ve got this degree.  I’m a doctor.  Or, I have my Masters.  But, I’ll never  lose that sense of humble service.
RANDY:  Yeah.  Yeah.  That’s powerful.  
BURT BROCK:  It was very dramatic to see them have this towel over their arm as they carried their diploma.
RANDY:  Wow.  Wow.  I can see the use of a towel being very powerful in your services, for sure.  I just think the idea of, like, I’ll wash your car, but, geez, your feet?  Really?  Particularly the disciple’s feet.  Guys’ feet are just nasty, you know?  [Laughter]  My wife grew up in a Brethren denomination, and so they did the Love Feast and the Washing of the Feet, and they always used to laugh that the day before is when all the women went and got their pedicures, so that when they showed their feet they were in tip-top shape!  I’m sure that the disciples had no preparation!  I always have this image of Jesus –  because they wore open-toed sandals and dirt-filled roads – that he had to pick pebbles out from between their toes!  And, I just imagine Jesus saying, Come on!  Anything else but this!  Please!  
SHELLEY:  In the 2-year-old’s curriculum that has just been written for this lesson, they are instructing the teachers to have the children take off one shoe and sock, and they’re going to put a round, brown sticker on the top of their foot, to represent the dirt, and then gently wipe that sticker off with a cloth to do foot-washing with the 2-year-olds.  I thought the brown spot was very clever.  
RANDY:  Oh, that….with the 2-year-olds!  That’s brilliant, Shelley!  
SHELLEY:  I thought that was awesome!  All right.  Well, why don’t you wrap us up, here, Randy?  Let’s pray a blessing on these guys, and I want to add my word of thanks to all of you for your great participating and contribution to these calls all through the year.  So many pastors are going to rely on the work that you have done and contributed.  I will tell you know, they are already asking me for the work that you’ve done, and, so, thank you, so much!  
CHUCK HILDBOLD:  Shelley, and Randy, we want to thank you all, as well.  You’ve done an amazing job.
RANDY:  Yeah.  Thank you, so much.  And hats off to Shelley.  She’s the best - and I’ve told her this many a time – best training coach I’ve ever run into.  So, thank you for your kind words.  And, I’ll just also say, the pastors that are signing up to do Believe now are wanting your sermon notes.  That is what they’re wanting.  And, I’ve assured them that the guys that have been on this call are coming up with some very, very thoughtful, convicting outlines and manuscripts, and so we’re going to do the best we can to put those in their hands, and have your voice multiplied around the country, and around the world.  You know, we have a long way to go, but your innovative spirit, stepping out and providing amazing feedback to us, as well as laying the groundwork of confidence for what’s going on in the future, is just absolutely amazing.  So, thank you, so much.  
And, let me pray for us, before we go.  God, I just thank you, so much, for the pastors and the churches that are represented in this Beta experience.  I know Shelley and I are together on this, that our heart is so touched by their innovative spirit and by their approach of excellence.  I just pray that you would bless their congregations for such a contribution to the broader Kingdom.  I pray that you would bring greater unity to their congregations.  I pray that you would bring a greater penetration into their own city.  And, I pray for these pastors, Father.  I pray that you would expand the influence of their voice deep into the hearts of the people in the pews, in the neighborhoods of their community, and even around the world.  Thank you for driving us to believe in you, through faith in Jesus Christ.  We are eternally grateful.  We pray that we get to see each other on this side of eternity but, if not, I look forward to sharing eternity with my fellow brothers and sisters in Christ who have been through this experience together.  We pray this all in the name of Jesus.  And, everyone said?  
ALL:  Amen!!  
SHELLEY:  Good-bye, everybody.
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