Believe

Preaching Cohort Conference Call

Weeks 4-7
This call was held on September 2, 2014, the second in a series of monthly calls amongst the 30 Beta Church pastors to share preaching ideas for Believe.  As the first to preach through the 10 beliefs, 10 practices and 10 virtues as a cohesive series, these pastors are coming together as a group to hear from Randy Frazee about his original ideas in assembling the Believe book and the accompanying teaching videos, and to contribute their own thinking on how they would preach these topics. This written transcript has been rearranged to put sermon preparation principles at the beginning of the document, and the remainder has been edited to include only the parts of the conversation related to the preaching the content of Chapters 4-7. Portions of this call pertaining to Chapters 1 and 2 have been added to the transcript from the previous call.  
Sermon Preparation 4 Weeks in Advance
RANDY FRAZEE:  When we’re talking about sermons that are so far out from where we are, I’m sure you’re thinking, man, I’m just trying to get this week done!  I don’t even know if I have any energy on the first day of the week for thinking several weeks out.  But, you know, fortunately, this is taped, and there are some good ideas and some good thought.  You know, just as an aside, for most of my ministry I did the sermon the week of, and I know some folks do it on Friday and Saturday.  I just don’t have a strong enough stomach to do that.  But, now that I’ve been working with Max Lucado for these five or six years, Max finishes all of his sermon manuscripts before he preaches the first one (partly because there’s a book behind it).  And, so, I’m now four weeks out, so I’ve got four manuscripts “in the can” if you will. I’m preaching a brand new series this week, and I’ve had the manuscript done for quite some time.  It’s a good practice to start building some ideas early, and so I’m hoping you’re taking some notes and getting some good thoughts and angles.  

MARK WHITLOCK, Christ Our Redeemer AME Church, Irvine, California: Hey, Randy. I just want to thank you, and your thoughts about staying four weeks out are awesome.  I don’t know if I’ll ever get to where Max Lucado is.  [Laughter]  I think he’s from another planet.  I think he’s brilliant.  But, I really do appreciate your thoughts about how we echo Jesus.  The reflection of Jesus through me has always been a bit of a challenge, because you just don’t feel good enough, and to listen to your interpretation, I certainly want to redact what you said.   

SHELLEY LEITH:  Mark, as more of a charismatic preacher, does the idea of four weeks out go against the grain?

MARK WHITLOCK: Well, four weeks out, for me, is a disciplinary issue, but The Story helped me to go two weeks out.  It really gave me the discipline to say, I can do this. Normally I’m starting my sermon Sunday night, Monday, I’m finished with the outline by Tuesday, manuscript’s done by Thursday, and then I’m kind of perfecting it so I can have it without a lot of notes in the pulpit.  But, The Story gave me two weeks out.  I mean, it gave me two weeks out.  Primarily, it could have given me more if I had read it a little better, but I’m going to try the four weeks out thing.  I got a good friend, his name is Freddy Haynes, he’s in Dallas, Texas, and he is a pastor of Friendship West.  He is at least eight weeks out, and he’s got a photographic memory.  I don’t know how he does it.  I don’t know how you do it, Randy.  But, I’m going to try it!

RANDY FRAZEE:  It’s been hard.  For years I was never able to do it.  I just couldn’t get my mind in it and, so, I took the opportunity when I was off - again, that’s the beauty, for me to be in a team teaching situation - to get ahead, and I just woke up on a Monday morning and said, okay, I pretended as though the sermon was that weekend and just got ahead and then stayed ahead.  And the beauty is throughout the rest of this week, now, I’m really zeroing in on the manuscript for this weekend that I wrote two months ago. What’s really been interesting is the number of conversations I’ve had in the last two months, testing out my ideas, and it has absolutely made me a better teacher. I did the same exact program as you did, you know, with Monday, and the outline on Tuesday, and finished on Thursday, and then sort of Friday/Saturday sort of owning the manuscript, or owning the outline, whatever you do, and that’s been a great pattern for me, but, boy, this has actually taken it to another level.  It really, really has.  And part of it is scope and sequence, right?  I mean, you know, working in a series you may have a general idea where you’re going, but it can take you several hours just to land your direction. The beauty of Believe is it’s kind of been set down for you, and it takes away a lot of the creative work on the front end to narrow down what you’re going to speak on.  

Week 4 – The  Bible
RANDY FRAZEE:  In Chapter 4 we’re dealing with the Bible. This originally was called the Authority of the Bible, but we’re just trying to become a little more economical with words, and more powerful.  So, originally, in the work of these 30 ideas, for years, it was the Authority of Scripture – the belief that the Bible has this right to command my belief in action.  The overall framework I use for each of the video scripts is to answer a key question, and this one is, How do I know God’s will for my life?  So we ask in Chapter 1, Who is God?  In Chapter 2 it’s Does God care about me?  And, in Chapter 3, How do I come into a relationship with him?  Those are BIG questions.  This one asks, How do I know God’s will for my life?  I think that’s something that can be totally used to create the “so what.” If there is this one true God who does care about me and lets me come in a relationship with him, I’m so grateful, but how do I know what to do next?  The key idea is that we believe that God has left us the Bible, that it is his word, and has the right to command my belief and action.  There’s a lot of emphasis in the theology of the scriptures which says it has the “right” – it’s not only profitable, but it actually has the right, because it is coming from God, himself, and that really leads to some good applications.  I think the key verse, which I would encourage you to continue to have the people memorize, is 2 Timothy 3:16-17. You can develop three sermons from that, alone.  
Now, then, you have this whole chapter, it’s quite overwhelming, and it’s never intended for the preacher to teach through every single story that’s in that chapter. So, in the video scripts, once I covered the key question, key idea, and key verse, I was bound to teach the story that was also in the children’s curriculum. There are always two stories in every chapter – one from the Old Testament and one from the New Testament. In Chapter 4, the Old Testament story on the authority of God's Word is the story of the Ten Commandments, and the New Testament story is the temptation of Jesus. We decided that the temptation of Jesus would be the one that we would build the animated video around, and so that’s the one that I pulled out to teach. This is a really powerful idea that Jesus models for us. As a full human like us, but obviously fully divine, when he was faced with the temptations of life he quoted scripture.  
Application Points from the Video Script
1. The Bible is the lens from which I view the world. If your people could understand that they should see the world not as Fox news, or CNN, or NPR sees it, but they’re using the lens of the scripture to understand the world. 

2. They should be highly motivated to know that God has left us his word, and he promises us a good plan, as we talked about in Chapter 2.  It would be beneficial for us to seek that plan through his word, to know what our next steps are, which is what Jesus did.  To discover his next steps in his journey on earth, Jesus pursued the Father and understood the word.  
3. The principles in the Bible must govern my life, even when I don’t fully understand it or like what it teaches.  I think what we have in cultural Christianity today is a group of people who see the Bible as little bits and pieces to pick and choose from like a buffet. But what they’d really be wise to do is to see it as one whole story from a God who has authority in our life, we’ve given that right to him to have that authority.  You’ll be surprised that they are just like a kid who doesn’t understand why he can’t cross a four-lane highway to get the ball that bounced over on the other side.  So, we are in that situation, and if we would just trust that a good God has laid out a good plan for us, and even as a toddler in Christ, if you will, if you don’t understand why that path that you want to take is not good, trust in God's Word when you don’t understand it, and trust it even when you don’t like it, and it will result in goodness in your life.  
MIKE MCLENAHAN, Solana Beach Presbyterian Church, Solana Beach, California:  Randy, you know, with a world of radical beliefs right now, where the Koran is quoted out of context to justify terror, and Christians have been known to take scripture out of context, right now we’re struggling with issues that we may or may not see through a historical cultural lens.  How do you speak to the fact that there is a big story and the overall context of scripture and different types of literature and different levels of understanding?
RANDY:  I think it’s a good angle to talk about what’s going on right now in the world with the terrorist groups such as ISIS, and their misuse of the Koran.  I’m not super literate in the Koran, but I’m assuming they are doing what Christians have done over the centuries, which is to sort of proof text what it is they want to do. Personally, I’m looking back on 40 years of a journey with Christ and I’m obviously at a different place now in my depth of understanding of his word.  I think that what I understood is that decisions that are really difficult to make are usually clear in scripture, in terms of purity, in terms of who you should serve and who you should follow. The decisions that are not as big are usually based on wisdom; there’s not just an absolute scripture text for every single decision that you need to make, and you need to look at the whole of scripture.  
Another angle that I found interesting is to pose the question about the origins of the Bible, because many of the people sitting in our churches today really have no earthly idea where the Bible came from.  You know, they have this notion that it fell out of the sky in a leather cover, all packaged as one big book, and I think it’s unnerving for Christians whenever someone like a Dan Brown writes a novel and they realize there were gospels that the church didn’t include. Or your kids go to the university and they discover the real story of how the Bible came together, and that all 66 books weren’t really packaged under one cover until AD 400.  I think that can be unnerving to people.  In reality, though, I think the Bible is an amazing story that, if you’re going to bank your life on it and give the right to this book to govern the direction of your life, you should have confidence that, in fact, this book is from God.  I’m not sure how you do all that in a Sunday morning message, but, boy, I’ll tell ya, that is something I think that could be a supplemental class. If you had a Wednesday night kind of program you could say, hey, listen, come back Wednesday night and I (or somebody else) is going to walk you through the process of how we got the Bible. I think that could be beneficial.  
MIKE MCLENAHAN: I love the way The Story did the same thing, how you build each week on something. When I came to Chapter 4 my thought was, so many people today start with ourselves, and we say, God, this is who we are, and we therefore create God in the image we want him to be in.  When I come to this chapter on the Bible, I just really want to get the point across that we should start with God, you know?  Instead of saying, this is who I am, God, and fashioning him into our image, we should come to an understanding of who God is, and ask God, who do you want me to be?  And the way he tells us that is through his word.  And then I liked your thought, there, Randy, about accepting the whole message instead of picking and choosing particular phrases in the Bible.  You know, to me, that’s going to really be my thrust in Week Four: who is God, and the Bible tells me who he wants me to be.  

RANDY:  You know, it’s that Romans 8:28 passage, where Paul says “All things work together for the good.”  But then there are two conditions.  It’s to those who love God, and to those who are called according to his purpose.  If you want good to result in your life, don’t pick and choose the things that you like from the scripture, but give yourself whole-heartedly to aligning your life to God’s calling, which is revealed in his word, and he promises that if you will just have that kind of radical faith obedience in him, he’s promising to write a good story for your life.  Most people go to the scriptures looking for a good story for their life, but they are, like you say, putting themselves first and picking and choosing some of the fun verses that are in the scriptures, and avoiding some of the hard ones. Those are not God being a cosmic killjoy, but rather it’s God preserving us for that which we don’t yet understand.    

Week 5 – Identity in Christ
RANDY:  Chapter 5, I think, is one of the most powerful chapters in the Belief section. The ten beliefs are not those you would find in the traditional category of systematic theology.  I mean, the majority of them are there, but we took the liberty of pulling out a couple of ideas that have enormous implication on our personal formation.  So it’s more of a formation theology, the first of which is the belief we call Personal God.  We are pulling that out of the concept of theology proper and make it stand on its own, because it’s so dynamic in our walk. This one is pulled out of Christology, the identity that we have in Christ, or soteriology, our salvation; it’s a sub-category under soteriology, or salvation, but it is so radical, if it’s embraced in our walk, that it becomes its own category, this identity in Christ.  The key question is, Who am I?  We have been building up to this. I have come into a relationship with this God who wants the best for me.  He is the one true God.  I give allegiance to him in my life.  I now know how to discover his will through his word.  And, so, who have I become as a result of this?  I think that is a question everybody is asking, and I think that the answer to this is radically different than the world offers.  
As we look at the work we’re doing, it really comes down to the key idea, I am significant – I AM significant – not because of my performance, but because of my position as a child of God.  We had Matthew West here this weekend, the Christian artist, and we did a whole weekend around his song, “Hello, My Name Is,” which is a basically a weekend on identity in Christ. The vast majority of Christians do not ever fully embrace the reality that God is not in our life to uphold what we think our identity is.  So, if you think, man, I am a successful pastor, or I’m a CEO of a company, or I am a beautiful person and people respect me for how I look, then what I need Jesus for is to sustain my identity, so I need him to make sure I don’t age.  I need him to make sure I don’t lose my job.  I need him to make sure I win at all costs.  That’s what I need Jesus for.  The power of this deal is saying he wants to free you from that.  He wants you to rip that name tag off and put on your identification with him as a child of God. Now it doesn’t really matter whether you’re the CEO or the pastor or the beautiful person; your identity is not wrapped up in that.

John 1:12 is the key verse, “to all who received him, to all who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  A companion verse is 1 John 3:1, “the love of the father has lavished on us that we should be called the children of God.”  The Old Testament story that was in the children’s book was the name change of Abraham and Sarah, which is this notion that throughout the scriptures, whenever people encountered God, anywhere in their journey, there was always a name change involved, the giving of the name.  In this particular case, Abram means “father,” and a year before Isaac was to be born God visits him and says, from now on, when you go to the city gate, your name is going to be called Abraham. It’s very embarrassing to take on that kind of identity, because Abraham means “father of many,” and he still doesn’t have any children after God’s promise 24 years earlier, so God is projecting an identity upon us way out in front of us, and he wants him to trust him in order to do that.  
The New Testament story is the story of Zacchaeus, and that’s the one that I actually taught in the video script. Zacchaeus’ identity in the community before was sort of a scoundrel, a guy who is selfish, a guy who’s robbing from us.  He encounters Jesus and Jesus declares that he is, in fact, a son of Abraham, which means he’s connected to Jesus.  In other words, Jesus declared his identity as wrapped up in this.  And then, in looking at what Zacchaeus did - when a person understands who they are, they begin to act differently.  And when Zacchaeus gave back “everything times four” - which was Old Testament law - that was pretty significant.  So, he’s basically saying, you know, as a scoundrel, the way the rest of the world saw me, I took from them and felt no shame, but now that I’m seen as a child of God, I’m going to behave differently because my identity is completely different.  
If you read the book, Think, Act and Be Like Jesus, that’s the chapter where I used a personal story.  We have a son who was born without a hand, and he is now 26 years old.  We did not have any sonograms, so when our son was born on October 3, 1987 and we discovered he didn’t have a hand, that was a real identity issue for me, as a dad.  He’s now 26 years old, married to a journalist, and is an attorney, and loves God.  My son says apparently I don’t need to have two hands to do for God all that he needs me to do, and so, therefore, I’m not defined by how many hands I have, I’m defined by who I belong to.  If you have a personal story in your ministry, or in your congregation, or in your family, that can highlight the power of being significant in spite of the world of circumstances, that’s pretty heart-touching.
JOHN COLLINS, First Church of Christ, Altoona, Pennsylvania:  The key verse gives us an opportunity to talk about the born again experience, because in our culture today, I think a lot of people think that’s not as necessary as certainly I think it is, and that key verse really hammers that home.  You need to receive him and believe in him, and we have the right to become children of God, and we’re all created in his image, but you have to believe in him to be one of his children.  

Week 6 – Church
RANDY:  In the construction of the 30 ideas, within each set of ten ideas, the first five are more vertical in nature, and the second five are more horizontal.  So, if you look at the first five beliefs – God, Personal God, Salvation, the Bible, and Identity in Christ – those have more of a vertical feel to them: Love God.  These next five have more of a horizontal feel - loving others, loving your neighbor.  And that’s true with the practices; the first five practices like prayer, and studying scripture, and worship, have more of a vertical feel.  I mean, I don’t want to over-force it, because worship obviously has a horizontal component to it, as well.  Bible study does too.  But, there’s a little bit more of a vertical feel.  And then, as you start moving out toward giving away my time, or sharing my life, or whatever, those have more of a horizontal feel.  And the same thing is true with the virtues.  While the virtues are more communal than anything, the first five have to do with me personally, like joy, and the last five have a tremendous influence on my relationships with others.  
So, in Chapter 6, we’re moving to this first horizontal focus. So far, we’ve got it straight about who God is, and how good he is, and how we can come into a relationship with him.  We know how to discover his will, and we know, individually, who we are in Christ.  And now we start moving out. The key question here becomes, How will God accomplish his plan?  We’ve suggested that God has a plan.  How will he do it?  And the key idea, which I think is a great rallying point for your churches, is, I believe the church is God’s primary way of accomplishing his purposes on earth today.  And you can say the phrase, “the church is God’s Plan A, and there is no Plan B.”  That gives us a purpose beyond ourselves that’s pretty robust.  The key scripture we chose is Ephesians 4:14-15, because it has such a practical nature experience to it, we thought that that was a pretty good scripture for them to memorize.  
Now, the story is interesting because the Old Testament story is Israel, but it is the founding of Israel and the connection in Genesis 12 and Genesis 15 of Israel to the church. God has established two primary communities – one from scratch, Israel; and one out of the other, the church, when the Gentiles were grafted in.  Then, the one that I obviously taught was the New Testament story, given that the church is such a New Testament idea.  You’ve likely taught on the founding of the church in Acts chapter 1 and 2 several times, but I think this experience allows us to rally the troops and say, we’re going through this Believe experience together, we’ve had this amazing transformation through Christ, and we just learned about these crazy beliefs.  Now we’re starting to understand why in the world we have been left here, and what God’s plan is, only to discover that collectively we are a part of it.  You can go back to some of the Rodney Stark stuff that we talked about earlier on, in terms of how the church has changed the world.  I love in Acts, where it talked about how the church was now spreading out to the outermost parts of the earth, and the city of Thessalonica had just gotten word that the church of Jesus was moving into their city, and I love that phrase – “these folks, who are turning the world upside down, are coming to our town today.”  You know, that kind of thing.  And, I think this is a great chapter to really remind ourselves that, in America, we live in an individualistic culture, but God’s plan is executed through his body working together. We need to throw away this idea that it’s “all about me” because it’s really all about Christ, collectively, through us, and we’re extending his presence and his purposes on earth. I think that’s pretty profound.  
Application Points from the Video Script
1. You belong to the body of Christ; don’t go looking for belonging in all the wrong places.  I think that’s hitting your teenagers, it’s hitting your singles, it’s saying, listen, you already belong.  You have a seat at the table, here.  Don’t go looking for it in the wrong places because you long for belonging.  You’ve got a seat at the most incredible table.  
2. God will use the church to accomplish his purposes in your life.  You don’t want to go it alone, and you don’t want to just come back when you’re in crisis.  Stay connected to this community and collectively we’re going to help you get to the place where God wants you to be.  
3. God’s going to accomplish his purposes in the lives of others, and in the lives of the world, and if you want to live with a purpose beyond yourself, then you need to stay highly connected to this local church and see what he’s going to do.  So, I think this could be a real rally cry against the culture and this notion of belonging to something bigger than yourself.  
JOHN COLLINS, First Church of Christ, Altoona, Pennsylvania:  You know what?  When I was reading the scriptures in this chapter in Believe, I realized any time the church is referred to or talked about in the Bible, it was always just the church “at” – you know?  The church at Corinth.  The church at Thessalonica.  The unity of the church in the scripture has just always been a beautiful thing to me, and it’s just something that I think God longs for, today. I think that’s one of the beautiful things about us doing this together; it’s just a good illustration of that wonderful spirit of unity.  
RANDY:  That’s beautiful.  The word “church” is a German word “kirche”, and the early Greek word that comes from is kuriakos; the root word is kurios, which means “lord”, and kuriakos means “pertaining, or belonging to, a lord.” [The transcriber couldn’t make out Randy’s words here, so the note about kuriakos comes from this source: http://www.aggressivechristianity.net/articles/ecclesia.htm ] But, the phrase “body of Christ” is also another angle which will show up in the spiritual practices quite extensively, because the spiritual gifts are how we practice the biblical community.  You’ll see kind of a one-to-one connection between beliefs and how they’re exercised through the spiritual practices.  The body of Christ is this idea out of Matthew 18, “where two or more are gathered in my name, there I am with them.” But the body of Christ is both this universal thing from the time of its beginning at Pentecost to its end as the bride of Christ, AND it is this local reality, almost like this microcosm that expresses itself in these smaller local situations to the point where just two or three gathering together in his name admits the presence of Christ in that local community.  So, while we gather in a building, the church is not the building, the church is the body of Christ.  Several times at Oak Hills Max or I will say, well, this is going to cease being a church as soon as you leave.  Now, that building belongs to God, but the church is getting ready to leave to go BE the church out where Jesus wants you to be.  So, the body of Christ gathers in a home around the table - a mother, a dad, some children, or a mom and her children - you know, Christ’s presence goes with you.  It’s not locked up in the tabernacle like it was in the Old Testament, but rather the presence of God is on the move in our lives, if we gather in his name.  
MIKE MCLENAHAN, Solana Beach Presbyterian Church, Solana Beach, California:  I’d like to just affirm what you’ve said already about the church, and that this whole series is going to demonstrate that the church is more than just a gathering of people who believe the right thing.  Their life together, the way they serve with their gifts, where they love one another, is a compelling witness for a taste of the kingdom of God and should be compelling to the community around us.  Our witness is not just what we believe, but how we behave and what we’re becoming, so I think the idea of the church tied in with what you’re talking about in terms of formation is really very powerful.  
RANDY:  I do, too.  I don’t know how much time you guys have on a Sunday morning to teach these ideas, whether it’s 25 minutes like Max and I have, or 45 minutes like most of you have, but I’m just going to pray God gives you guys the inspiration to find the words to ignite within the people this renewed interest and passion and privilege to be a part of this community that God has created for us to belong to.  When you understand who we really are, as a community, and how God is relying on us – even though he doesn’t have to – to accomplish his plans in the world, you have to believe that in order to practice it with great passion.  So, this particular chapter is going to set you up for the spiritual practices which ignite the church to really go, and be, and do all the things that we’re called to do and be.  Great point.  

Week 7 – Humanity
RANDY:  With Chapter 7 you can really feel the horizontal nature of this one.  We’ve asked, Who is the one true God?  Does he care about me?  How do I come into a relationship with this God?  How do I know his will for my life?  And, then, we ask the final question in the vertical – Who am I?  Then we go to this horizontal question and ask, How will God accomplish his plan?  That’s the church.  And now we’re asking the next key question, How does God see people?  A r-a-d-i-c-a-l thing for the church to consider here, right?  How does God actually see people?  What if we as the church, as individual followers of Christ, could see people the way God sees people?  And I’ll tell you, as we connect belief, practices and virtues together – one of the reasons we don’t have the virtue of gentleness with people is because we don’t see them and treat them the way God sees and treats them.  So, this belief about humanity might sound like a class in the humanities at the university, but this belief is HUGE in the execution of family life – from how you see your mate, to how you see your next door neighbor who might be ornery, or old, to just how you see the world in general.  The call, here, is for us to understand how God sees all people, so that we might take on that same sort of lens. If we don’t take on God’s lens, and if we don’t believe this from the bottom of our heart, the church will never become who the church needs to be through spiritual practices, and we will never develop the virtue in our lives that God wants us to develop.  God wants us to become like him in these virtues, these fruits of the spirit, but you cannot become those by simply willing it or trying hard. It roots itself back in these fundamental ideas that need to move from the head to the heart, and this one is a huge one.  
The word doesn’t sort of give it justice.  Humanity?  It’s the right word to use, but some people might dismiss this one as an unimportant chapter.  In this chapter we are asking the key question, how does God see us, and, what would happen in this church if we actually saw people the way God sees them?  And, so, the key idea is I believe God loves all people.  What’s not stated is, therefore, we do too.  And, the second one is, and they need Jesus Christ as their savior.  He is available to them and they need him. I need to see people the way God sees them, so whoever it is that you think is an outcast or uneducated or stinky or fat or ugly or poor or so wealthy they’re ornery, however you look at them, you have to take that lens off and realize God sees them totally differently. He invites you to do see them the same way he does, but he also wants you to see their need. Since it is out of this intense love that God has for them that he has sent his son that they might come back into a relationship with him, that means we need to have that same passion.  
This view of humanity, if we actually believe this, is going to drive the spiritual practice of sharing our faith that comes in the horizontal expressions of Practices later.  The congregation will have no passion to share their faith unless they have this belief firmly rooted in their heart.  For the key scripture, we clearly wanted to choose one of the favorites of all favorites.  Most people will get a break from memorizing scripture because they’ve got this one down.  All you have to do is go to a football game and get this one.  John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, you know, that he gave his one and only son…” This is another beautiful opportunity for a salvation emphasis, as you had in Salvation, Identity in Christ, and now Humanity. Leading up to this one, say, hey, listen, next week, I know that you’ve invited other people to become involved in this.  You might want to think of inviting someone to read this chapter with you this week who needs to desperately hear that God loves them, and that he’s got a plan for them through Jesus Christ.  
The two stories that were available for me, that are in the children’s text (which is helpful for you to know) is the story of Cain and Abel in Genesis Chapter 4, and the story of the lost and found sheep in the New Testament.  Both of those are great stories.  My encouragement is for you to read through the chapter and find a story that just really connects the most with you, and where your congregation is at.  In this particular one, we took the Cain and Abel story and showed that the purpose of Chapter 4 of Genesis is to demonstrate that the sin nature that was ingested into Adam and Eve is automatically transferred to the offspring. The outcome of Cain’s actions towards Abel is what was in his heart.  That phrase, “sin is crouching at your door” is pretty profound.  So, we’re just showing the need all of us have; we’re just a part of the human race, identified with the first Adam.  
Application Points from the Video Script
1. I can see you asking people to declare, I value all human life.  So, beyond just the evangelistic message, it’s this notion that the church is strong about God as the giver and taker of life, and we are the respecter of life at all levels.  So, whether you want to dive into the subject of life at conception, or if you want to talk about euthanasia, or just what’s happening in people’s lives, this is the belief where we get real strong about how we feel about human life in all these categories.  So, if that’s where your church is at, I think that’s a good application.  
2. I see and treat all people the way God sees and treats people.  To me, in my personal life, that’s huge.  Every person I run into, its just realizing that God doesn’t love them any more or less than me, that he is intent about being in a relationship with them, and that if the whole church could actually see this, it would cause them to be different. When someone engages in road rage, which is cowardice, you know, where someone just flips you off and honks their horn and cuts in front of you, instead of getting angry at them, this belief could cause a different response:  I wonder where that person’s coming from that causes them to do that? I know God loves them so deeply. What I’m NOT going to do is give back to them what they just gave to me, because that just wouldn’t be the way God wants me to treat somebody who’s obviously having a bad day, maybe a bad life. I’m not going to offer them back the same bad treatment, because I value them.  
3. I’m compelled to tell all people about Jesus.  There’s this amazing opportunity that God has made available to everyone, so therefore it only makes sense that if I really believe this and embrace it for myself, that I would want God to provide for me opportunity and passion to tell as many people as I can. That’s why our church is passionate not only about digging into God's Word, but digging into it in such a way that you have this foundational belief that is not just in your head, but in your heart, that causes you to want to reach out and not give up until we give our last breath.  [PAUSE]  That’ll preach!  
SHELLEY:  That dog’ll hunt!

RANDY:  That dog will hunt.

JOHN COLLINS, First Church of Christ, Altoona, Pennsylvania:  You know, just to reiterate that.  I know I find this so true of myself.  It’s easy to become what we despise.  You know, if somebody’s mean or nasty to us, it’s just so easy to give that right back, and Jesus never did, and I guess that’s the whole point of this whole chapter.

RANDY:  Yeah, it is.  And I think it’s going to show up exclusively in the expression of Virtue, in terms of who you’re becoming for the sake of others, if you will.  But, that expression of Virtue is rooted in this belief, how passionate you are about not being controlling, and not rough-housing people, and not gossiping against people, not celebrating their failures.  Because of all the things humanity struggles with, when we pick this up, this is the belief that’s going to drive the desire and the passion for these virtues.  So, if our folks sort of skip over these beliefs, thinking that it will not make much of a difference in their family life, in their community and their work, they’re mistaken.  It is really coming to wrestle with what was mentioned in the first chapter in Think, Act, Be, the Confession of Unbelief - which comes out of the life of the centurion where he says, “I do believe, Jesus, but help me with my unbelief.”  In these first ten chapters our congregations need to feel the permission to say, I never even understood this, let alone had the opportunity to believe it. There are a lot of people in our churches who say, yeah, I’ve heard messages like this before.  I know God loves all people and I should love them that way, too; but, I’ve never really confessed that I don’t actually believe that for myself.  Where my spiritual work has been done is when I just simply said, you know, God, I want to believe this, but I just can’t get it to move that 12 inches to my heart; you’re going to have to help me. And I think that honest confession says if I don’t get this into my heart, it’s going to affect the kind of person I become, because I don’t fundamentally believe it from my heart.  So, I think that’s kind of what you’re getting at.
JOHN COLLINS: Well, I really appreciate you saying that, because when I looked at the Table of Contents, this Chapter 7 didn’t excite me too much, but the way you’ve put this, this morning, this is awesome stuff!
RANDY:  Maybe there’s a better word than humanity. We do have a slim opportunity to edit, but not much. And yet, you know, trying to use big words, like, I mean, anthropology?  That’s kind of boring!  Humanities?  That sounds like a class.  So, it’s just kind of like “humanity” is trying to suggest that there’s this big idea, how does God look at the human race?  Maybe we can come up with a more compelling word, because I knew exactly that’s the way some of you would feel, because it’s the way I felt.  I looked at that chapter and it was like ho-hum……..but, underneath it, this could not BE a more important chapter.  

JOHN COLLINS: Why don’t you just call it “people”?

RANDY:  Yeah.  Maybe people, huh?

TODD SALZWEDEL, St Stephen’s United Methodist Church, Albuquerque, New Mexico: You know, I guess I’d argue the other way, Randy.  I teach at the university, and I think, you know, the idea that words have power, and I think that one of the things we do in the church, we shy away from certain words because they have a cultural context that sometimes we aren’t comfortable with. But this whole thing is about teaching and about helping people to embrace the power of God in a bigger way, and I think it’s really important we use that word.  When I go to the university and they say they’re getting a liberal arts education, what does that mean?  They immediately think “political” like liberal/conservative, rather than to think critically.  That word means to think critically.  
RANDY:  Yeah, the word Humanity will touch the heart of a university, because of the concepts of the humanities, and anthropology, and so they’re going to want it, but if you have a belief system you’re going to have to have a belief system in the humanities of how you view humanity and anthropology.  That’s partly why, when this language was developed, we stayed with it, trying to keep some closeness to it.  I would love to come back to this topic as you guys actually preach Week 7. In the follow-up I’d love to get any of your thoughts or ideas, because the word Humanity was chosen for a reason.  So, let’s continue to ponder that.
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