Believe

Preaching Cohort Conference Call

Weeks 11-14
This call was held on November 4, 2014, the fourth in a series of monthly calls amongst the 30 Beta Church pastors to share preaching ideas for Believe.  As the first to preach through the 10 beliefs, 10 practices and 10 virtues as a cohesive series, these pastors are coming together as a group to hear from Randy Frazee about his original ideas in assembling the Believe book and the accompanying teaching videos, and to contribute their own thinking on how they would preach these topics. This written transcript has been rearranged to put sermon preparation principles at the beginning of the document, and a segment and a survey from a subsequent call related to this subject are included in this transcript.  The remainder of the transcript has been edited to include only the parts of the conversation related to preaching the content of Chapters 11-14. 

Introducing the Ten Practices
RANDY FRAZEE:  I am going to start with the big picture.  Now we’re shifting from Beliefs to Practices. Beliefs ask the question, What do I believe?  What you believe drives who you become, and the goal is to become like Jesus.  That proverb, “As a man thinks in his heart, so is he” has been a driving visual for us. We’re looking to take these amazing biblical truths, these big ideas, and drive them into our head first, so we understand them, but ultimately it is when they get driven to our heart that it kick-starts who we ultimately become.  In the illustration of the vine and the branches, it begins to create a bud at the end of our branch, which becomes a plump fruit for people to taste.  
So, Practices ask, What shall I do? As we move into the set of Practices, it’s treated as a second series, tied to the first, and intrinsically tied to the third, the set of Virtues.  While practices have an external expression and value to them, there is a major role in the spiritual practices that drive beliefs into the heart.  I call it “spiritually willing it,” if you will. We are to love the Lord our God with all of our hearts, soul, mind and strength, and love our neighbor as our self.  The Christian life is a full-contact sport that involves the mind, the heart, the soul and strength, and the spiritual practices are really like a physical training.  Obviously, Paul talks about it quite extensively, saying that physical training is of some value, but obviously spiritual training is of great value.  Think of the number of people that want to get in physical shape; I think there are a lot of people that want to get in spiritual shape. But we find that a lot of people sign up for the new program at the gym in January and by February most of them have given up. Spiritual discipline is another word for the concept of spiritual practices.  
And so, how do you take these overwhelming ideas and move them from a concept in our head to a real sense of buying it in our heart where it begins to change who we become?  Starting with Worship, how do you take this big idea that there’s this one true God and move that idea from my head to my heart? You can’t see him physically , yet he is in charge of and drives everything, he’s involved in and cares about my life, and he gives me an identity in Christ through salvation.  So, one of the primary roles of spiritual practices is to take the idea of God, and as we engage in the experience of private and corporate worship we’re driving the idea of God from the head to the heart where we really buy it.  So, I think that’s really important.  And, also, just a reminder that the first five spiritual practices are more vertical in their orientation, although not exclusively, and the second five are more horizontal, just like with the Beliefs.  
TIM ROLEN, New Hope Community Church, Clovis, California:  We actually already preached this last Sunday! It was a good day.  One observation I make is, I would almost have liked an extra Sunday in there because of the piece that you did between chapters 10 and 11 on moving from Think to Act. Heading into the spiritual disciplines, I actually took some of the time and put your diagram on the screen describing the presence of God and the Holy Spirit in our human spirit to drive what we think, to move it from our head to our heart and our actions.  

I came across an excellent story, and I can’t remember where I got it from. Imagine a knock at your door and there’s the U.S. Olympic Committee and they’ve got an urgent message for you – Good news! We’ve chosen you to win the gold at the next Olympics for the marathon.  You have the right body type...  Anyway, it goes on, and it will be in my sermon transcript on the website. But, it’s a great introduction to the Practices because the story ends by saying, Hey, I never knew I could run a marathon.  I never thought I would ever run one.  But if this is what I was created to do, this is my destiny, then here is my chance.  But, you know what, trying hard won’t get me to win a marathon.  I have to start practicing some disciplines.  It really was a great set-up to the passage in 

1 Corinthians 9.  

RANDY: The key concept we use is out of 1 Corinthians: 9, isn’t it?  Where Paul uses the concept of running in a race, so you’re really driving that home.  That’s excellent!   You have to find a way to sprinkle the connection between belief, practice and virtue, you know, throughout this 30 week journey, and I really…..I’m glad you took an opportunity at the beginning to sort of remind people as we make this turn to practices it’s not…..it’s not disconnected from beliefs.  That’s excellent! 
BURT BROCK, First Christian Church, Morgantown, Indiana: I want to ask this question, just to make sure I’m not off base.  I had noticed something in my reading that each of the individual beliefs has a connection to a specific practice.  For example, because I believe God created me, I worship him.  Because I believe God is a personal God, I pray to him every day.  I had to kind of make a little twist with salvation and Bible, because they came out of order, you know, but because I’m saved I want to be singly-minded, because I believe in the Bible I study it every day.  So, I kind of wanted to draw a correlation between Chapter 1 and Chapter 11, Chapter 2 and Chapter 12, etc. Am I off base there?

RANDY:  That was actually in the design of the concept, without it being overt.  The picking of these thirty ideas come from the categories of systematic theology, spiritual disciplines and the Fruit of the Spirit.  Gallup really helped us to see the framework of beliefs plus practices plus virtues. Then Dallas Willard came along with his work in The Spirit of the Disciplines, when everything was about spiritual disciplines, absent of beliefs, absent of virtues.  I was chatting with Willard about it and he said, People get all excited about when they discover the disciplines or the practices, and what they don’t realize is that the practices don’t really have much value if there is no content to the practice.  So, the beliefs become the content for the spiritual practices, you’re absolutely right.  As a matter of fact, with Prayer there is Personal God, with Bible study there is the Bible, and as you get to the more horizontal ones such as Humanity and Compassion, you’re going to see not a one-to-one connection, but absolutely a vertical and horizontal connection. The more you emphasize that to the congregation, the more they’ll see if I’m ever going to really believe that God is involved in my life, all the spiritual practices are going to help drive that to where I really buy it in my heart, and probably Prayer is going to be one of the most essential.  

SHELLEY:  And, it might be of value to explain that early in the planning for Believe we developed these glorious charts that tied together a belief and a practice and a virtue.  But it became too forced, and in some cases it was more accurate to say that multiple beliefs could drive a particular virtue, so we ended up abandoning that paradigm as an overall structure.  But, there’s absolutely still value in helping people understand that these Practices do all tie back to the foundation of Belief.  Would that be fair to say, Randy?

RANDY:  Absolutely.  We really did try to make it one-to-one, but the reality is that at the end of the day all ten spiritual practices WILL galvanize each of the ten beliefs, but there are some spiritual practices that are going to be much more helpful to particular beliefs. I mean, in my opening chapter in Think, Act, Be there is a connection between belief, practice and virtue in my own life related to the subject of Hope in eternity and, in this particular case, the practice of Bible study was really critical. I also think Sharing your Faith is another critical practice in that.  At the end of the thirty weeks, if people continue to see this dance between the three, they’ll realize here are these really, really big ideas that I need to believe in.  I practice them spiritually to drive them into my heart, and as soon as they get into my heart it begins to change who I’m actually becoming. This is what’s going to sustain your marriage, it’s going to sustain your church, and it’s going to really make a difference in the world.  

From the Cohort Call on Chapters 19-22:

MIKE MCLENAHAN, Solana Beach Presbyterian, Solana Beach, California:  We are just starting up the practices in two weeks. We finished up the first 10 weeks before Thanksgiving, and to wrap up the series, I wanted to do some sort of survey, but we didn’t have a lot of time, and we didn’t have the materials to do that, so I just passed out 3 x 5 cards and asked people, What’s been the impact of the series?  I did this on the 10th week.  About half of the people turned something back in, and we collated their responses.  It’s amazing to see the words people used, and how articulate they were, in just about two minutes.  I didn’t give them much time, and they turned it right back in.  Half the people who responded said they had grown deeper in their faith, they had renewed their faith, kind of reignited their faith, and then people talked about the power of small groups in helping them get there, the power of reading scripture to get back into the Word and how just reading God’s Word really helped them grow deeper, and being in worship to hear the message.  So, I’m thinking, well, here are their own experiences and spiritual practices that have gotten them to a place of deeper faith, and their ability, on the spot, to say something quickly.  So, I just commend that to everyone as a way of getting feedback.  Now, in these two weeks leading up to the new launch of the practices, I’m giving them feedback about what they said.  I’m actually putting on the screen their quotes, and a whole section of my message, last week and this week, is just giving them feedback so they can hear how we are growing as a community.  A few people didn’t like the series.  A few people thought the series was too superficial.  They didn’t get anything out of it.  So I wanted them to hear, you know what, this is God actually at work.  God’s doing something!  So, I just commend that to everyone.  And, seriously, it took about two minutes to get the feedback from everyone.  
The Solana Beach Presbyterian survey results are included at the end of this transcript. 

Week 11 - Worship

RANDY: So, the concept of Worship as a Practice, you know, ties very, very cleanly back to the connection of the very first belief in God, and it was intentionally set up that way. One of the most practical things that you can do to really acknowledge God and to get the idea of God in a personal way is to engage in the practice of worship.  The key idea, I worship God for who He is and what He has done for me.  When I studied the concept of worship from the Old and New Testament, I came to understand that worship had these two components. We worship God for who He is, and as we re-emphasize the attributes and character and the actions of God, we’re really bringing them into our heart, but we also find that worship, whether it’s private or corporate, goes to another level when we rehearse specifically, personally what He has done for me.  That may sound selfish, but at the end of the day that’s where our heart really becomes one with God; when we see that this personal God is not just this big, truthful, good, gracious God, but He’s been gracious to me.  Worship is the opportunity with a movement, particularly through music, to do that.  And that’s the key verse, Psalm 95: 1-2.  It’s a very limited view of worship, but it certainly is one people can connect with: Come let us sing for joy with a shout aloud to the God of our salvation.  That’s a very great verse to tie to this practice, and obviously an opportunity for your worship ministry to be highlighted on that weekend.  Obviously the expressions of worship are more than just singing.  There’s certainly the concept that life itself, and work are expressions of worship.  And one of the application points that really works for me that’s in Think, Act, Be, that I also put on the small group video, is when I attribute worth to God, as a child of God, unmerited worth is attributed to me.  One of the things that our people desperately want is to feel a sense of significance.  They want to feel a sense of identity, a sense of worth.  And so they think, well, maybe the shortest way, the fastest way to do that is to focus on myself, but the reality is that the more long-lasting way to build up your sense of worth is to first attribute worth to God, whom you’re related to.  
BURT BROCK, First Christian Church, Morgantown, Indiana: The Worship chapter put me in mind of the book, Practicing the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence, where every activity you do, you translate that into an act of worship or thanksgiving.  I mean, even when you’re folding the laundry you’re thanking God for your clothes, or doing the dishes you’re thanking him for the food.  You know, I often don’t do that.  I’m more complaining about having to fold the laundry and do the dishes and do all these chores. But if we keep that concept of practicing his presence in mind, you can worship anywhere and everywhere, even in the daily, mundane, routine of things; just translate that chore into an act of thanksgiving or worship.
RANDY:  I recently referred to Brother Lawrence, and he was a real significant discovery for me back in the…..golly, was it the 80’s, maybe?  And, I thought, well, everybody under the sun has heard Brother Lawrence over and over again.  Well, guess what?  He was like fresh news to the vast majority of people.  So, if you’re thinking, oh, they’ve heard Brother Lawrence before, unless you’ve done a recent series on it, the vast majority of new people in your church have no earthly idea of Brother Lawrence, nor the power of the concept of Practicing the Presence.  
TIM ROLEN, New Hope Community Church, Clovis, California:  A resource I used similar to Brother Lawrence was written several years ago called Worship, Rediscovering The Missing Jewel, written by Ronald Allen.  And, of course, that connected us to A.W. Tozer’s comment that worship is the missing jewel of the evangelical church. There some great observations in Allen’s book.  
BURT BROCK, First Christian Church, Morgantown, Indiana:  I had written down something Nik Wallenda said before he walked the tightrope [blindfolded and untethered] between the high-rises in Chicago this past weekend [http://www.cnn.com/2014/11/02/travel/nik-wallenda-chicago/index.html] as people are sort of in awe of his ability – he specifically said,“This is what I was made for.”  So I’m working that into an illustration. 
MIKE MCLENAHAN:  I’m reminded that this whole section of Practices are ways that we connect with God individually and corporately, alone and together.  So I think in terms of the rhythm of life kinds of spiritual practices, what we do alone, and what we do together.  Sometimes people think that they have to do all of these Practices by themselves. Worship is really a demonstration of the kingdom of God. There are so many things we get hung up on, with worship wars, that have nothing to do with attributing to God his worth or submitting myself to him. So in each of these chapters there is an alone part and a together part. Sometimes we minimize the together part as a way to train and learn how to do the alone part, but there’s a function of the body doing all of these things together, and there’s a function of me, as a follower of Christ, doing some things on my own, and there’s that interplay.  

RANDY:  Yeah.  My wife is at a Zumba class right now, and she just basically says that in the physical disciplines of staying healthy, community is the only way she can really pull it off, so she’s in a class right now even as we speak.  That’s equating physical practices with spiritual practices.  Community’s always going to get you further, and encourage you and model for you along the way.  
Week 12 - Prayer
RANDY:  I see a connection between Prayer and Personal God.  If God is a personal God who actually knows me and is involved in my daily life, then here’s the great news – you have access to this God through Christ.  So, the key idea is, I pray to God to know Him, to find direction for my life, and to lay my requests before Him.  The key verse is one of my favorite of all of the key verses, because the psalmist is really laying it out there about his heart-felt concept of worship: If I had cherished sin in my heart he would not have listened, but he has listened and answered my prayer.  It’s probably one of my favorite passages on prayer, and probably not used as often as some of the more common ones.  
Application Points from the Video Script
I went back and looked at the applications I gave in the small group teaching, as well as in Think, Act, Be, and they really just lay out the key idea.  
· I pray to align my life to God’s will.  That’s something people really need to understand.  That’s where Jesus says not my will, but your will be done. Help people understand that ultimately prayer is not about giving God His to-do list for today, but it’s ultimately about you aligning your life to his.  Teach people to pray that from their heart.  
· I pray to lay my burdens before God to find peace. This is just basically saying, activate on Philippians 4: 6-7, Do not be anxious about anything, but everything through prayer and thanksgiving, lay your requests before God, and the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  If you are anxious, if you are burdened (particularly today with all of the uncertainties that are coming in our world as a whole), and you want a sense of peace, there’s a spiritual practice of prayer where you literally lay down that burden, the overwhelmingness of your life, to a God who is in control, who is involved in and cares about your life, and peace will overcome you.  So, if you want the virtue of peace in your life, you need to realize that there is a personal God who is ready for you to lay these burdens before Him, but you have to actually practice it.  It’s not just an idea we talk about in church.  It’s something you need to practice – laying that burden down.  And there might be some analogy there of a backpack and laying it down, or something like that.  
· I won’t make any major decisions in my life without seeking God through prayer. This one is about the future.  God honors that when we seek wisdom out of the book of James that He will give us that direction.  So, if you are thinking about moving, or purchasing a car, or adopting a baby, or whatever it is,  gather together in a community of people, or by yourself, and just say, God, I need your wisdom.  I need your direction in this.  And, I don’t know how it all works.  All I know is He’s faithful to it.  
· Pray without ceasing. For years I got just buried under a pile of guilt with Paul’s concept of praying without ceasing. I think it’s because I heard all the old sermons that were designed to be more guilt-driven, and I thought, man, I barely prayed 30 seconds a day, let alone pray without ceasing.  I’m such a thug!  But, I think the idea, as I’ve understood it from Paul, is instead of talking to yourself all day, talk to God all day.  That has become the primary spiritual practice in my life.  I went to vote today, and I just said, God, this is a really big. Instead of me saying, Randy, this is a big responsibility, I said, God, this is a big responsibility. Just learning that little nuance of being mindful of the ongoing presence of God in your life will take a person like me who is a sanguine extrovert, who has a hard time sitting still, and helps me actually get it. The notion of sitting quiet in a room with my head bowed, talking to a God I can’t see for an hour, is not my spiritual strength.  It may be yours, but it’s not mine.  But praying without ceasing, instead of being this overwhelming, guilt-ridden thing, has actually become my prayer salvation, because I made that little tiny adjustment to constantly talk to God instead of talking to myself.  
· Amen is not saying good-bye; amen is saying “So be it.”  When you say “amen” it should not be, hey, God, I’m signing off now, but rather, hey, God, everything we just had a chat about, I’ve listened and said, I just want to say amen, meaning, in it’s Hebrew context, so be it, man, I’m really on board with this.  And, teach our people that amen is not a way of signing off with God.  
BURT BROCK, First Christian Church, Morgantown, Indiana:  I was fascinated that the key idea coincides with the Lord’s Prayer, and this was the direction I was going to go.  The first part of the Lord’s Prayer focuses on knowing God: Our Father in heaven.  The next part of the key idea is to find direction for my life: your kingdom come, your will be done.  Then, laying out my requests: give me my daily bread, forgive me of sin, help me with temptation.  I really wanted to incorporate the key idea in the Lord’s Prayer and have that be the focus of the sermon.  I like the idea of laying those requests down.  We read about Hezekiah and his illness, and didn’t Hezekiah take a scroll from from Sennacherib, when Sennacherib was threatening attack, and he literally laid it down on the ground?  Didn’t he unroll it before God, seeking God’s help?
RANDY:  I think so.
BURT BROCK:  I think it was Hezekiah who did that.  I like that – he literally took this letter, this threatening letter, and laid it out before God, unrolled it before God.
RANDY:  Yeah.  I would double-check that.  I think that’s right.  And I tell you what – that is about as powerful as anything!  I mean, this is the king, for crying out loud!  
BURT BROCK:  And I’ve even done that with a bill I received in the mail.  I just kind of laid it down before God, saying, God, I don’t have the money for this bill. Help, here!  But, I love that imagery of just laying it down.
RANDY:  You can even see giving that experience by providing a sheet of paper or something like that to the members of the congregation and ask them to symbolically draw or write down whatever that is and bring it forward, and just lay it down before him.  That could be powerful! You could build a whole message around that!

TIM ROLEN, New Hope Community Church, Clovis, California:   Piggy-backing on your idea…you must have grown up in a similar culture as I did where lots of preaching was guilt-driven instead of grace-driven.

RANDY:  Yes.  I think we all did.

TIM ROLEN:  A book I read years and years ago, called Conversation with God by Lloyd John Ogilvie helped me to understand that I wasn’t all that bad at praying just because I wasn’t praying without ceasing.  But, his approach was that not only am I talking TO God, but it’s much easier to pray without ceasing when we have ears that are attuned to listening to God throughout the conversation.  So, if I have a willingness throughout the adventure of my day – whether I’m driving my car, I’m meeting with somebody in a hospice situation, I am at school with my kids – if my spirit is attuned to the Holy Spirit, then I’m engaged in prayer, because this is a conversation.  So, now I’m listening instead of talking.  
RANDY:  I think that’s brilliant!  I think the notion is, have you thought about maybe asking God questions in prayer, like, God, what do you think about this?  And then just say, bring to my mind your will on this, your word on this, and then throughout the day, never say amen.  Don’t say good-bye.  You know, Max Lucado’s new book is called Before Amen.  Mine is “Never Say Amen!”  [Laughter]  I don’t want to ever unplug.  Don’t, don’t, don’t, don’t, don’t hang up!   If you can do a message on the practice of prayer without people feeling guilty, particularly if people grew up in church, you have accomplished an amazing thing. I always thought of me, as a father - and this might be an angle - of me, as a father, and now that my kids are grown and moved away, the idea that they call me because I guilt them into it – golly gee whiz, I hope our relationship is better than that.  I mean, I hope that there is an eagerness to seek my counsel, there’s an eagerness to hear my voice, there’s a sense that my life is busy and I’m filled with purpose.  I’m not just sitting around waiting for them to phone me up.  I always felt for years that God’s just waiting around for me to make a call, and I should feel guilty if I don’t.  I’m thinking if you can do a sermon where people just feel freed up to say I have this amazing relationship with God and here are a couple little things that I’m going to try, and guilt is NOT one of them.
MIKE MCLENAHAN, Solana Beach Presbyterian, Solana Beach, California:   I think this is another message that could be 10 weeks long, right? [Laughter]

RANDY:  Yeah!

MIKE MCLENAHAN:  When you’re talking about spiritual practices around prayer, there are so many different ways that people connect with God – through solitude, through nature, standing in awe of a sunset.  And sometimes, as Christians, we’re so busy, we’re not really stopping. I like the idea of talking and laying down my burdens, but I think most of us are really challenged.  I think what was said previously about listening, journaling…people have different spiritual pathways, and I think the guilt comes from misplaced application, that everybody has to pray like the “prayer warriors.” We can all be prayer warriors, but we don’t all lay hands on people and pray for healing, and we don’t all show up in the prayer room.  So, what does that look like?  I think we need to expand prayer to be less one style.
RANDY:  I think that’s great.  I don’t mean to be disrespectful to the prayer warriors but, I think in some ways they have done us a disservice, because they are so serious about it, and so very specific about being in a room and closing your eyes and talking for a long time, that it just buries people.  I think you’re absolutely right.  I think it’s brilliant.  You’ve got to find a way to do it within one week….. [Laughter] I think in this key idea you’re simply praying to know God, to find direction for your life, and to lay your requests before Him.  Those are three really big, biblically-based ideas.  And I think the idea is, hey, folks, this shouldn’t be a guilt thing, and there’s not a one-size-fits-all kind of thing.  We love our prayer warriors.  Goodness, gracious, imagine all of the spiritual darkness that they have cut through because of their deal.  But, that’s just not everybody, and there are some other ways to pray.  And the last thing I want you to do is have one more feeling of guilt because you don’t access this amazing God who loves you.  Something’s wrong with that when we feel massively guilty.  
Week 13 – Bible Study 
RANDY:  So, obviously Bible study is dramatically connected to the belief in the Bible, and boy, if there is anything that is going to drive your concept that the Bible is the word of God and has the right to command my belief and action, it is actually engaging in the practice of studying the scriptures.  And so the key idea is, I study the Bible to know God and his truth, and to find direction for my life.  Very similar to the Prayer practice; just another way to go about it.  The key verse, Hebrews 4:12, The word of God is living and active and sharper than a two-edged sword.  I mean, it’s just a great passage.  There’s a double meaning with the word being actually a reference to Jesus, himself, as well as to the scriptures.  Because, how do we know about this person, Jesus, except through the scriptures and the Spirit?  
Application Points from the Video Script
The applications that I had in the Study Guide and in Think, Act, Be used the teaching of the soils, because Bible study is not just a head experience, but it’s the tilling of the soil, and when the soil of our hearts are tilled then we become receptive to the Word.  
· Keep your heart soft and receptive to God's Word.  In terms of an illustration or analogy, if you move in that direction, obviously the concept of gardening or farming is a good one.  
· Understand the one story of the Bible.  That’s my passion for The Story, and most of you Beta churches have gone through The Story before, so that could just sort of be a reminder as to why that was a major passion for you, is for them to understand the one story of the Bible.  The Bible opens up dramatically to people, if they know the end of the story.  
· Study the Bible in community. The vast majority of people are going to go further with Believe by doing it in community, and this is a good time to stop and say that’s why we’re going through Believe as a church, with the whole family.  This is a great opportunity to reinforce the importance of this experience as a church, because if they were doing it individually the vast majority of people would not finish, but in community there is something that dynamically happens.  
· Memorize God's Word. There is something in the brain that transfers a concept from short-term to long-term memory that happens when you memorize.  The power or the passion of the Believe experience is that you would memorize the key idea and the key verse, and if you were to really commit yourself to that, you’re learning the story of Believe as well as anchoring yourself in these scriptural truths.  This is how we talk to our kids.  When I jog or ride the bike I rehearse all 30 of these ideas and scriptures every time I jog, and I actually convert them into a prayer. I’m telling you, I’ve been doing it for years now, and it is amazing what happens to the mind when something is committed to memory.  
BURT BROCK, First Christian Church, Morgantown, Indiana:  I have a little book in my library called How to Be an Effective Church Leader by Sam Stone, and he tells a story about the missionary Robert Moffett. A man from the tribe he was working with came up to him complaining that he had ruined his hunting dog, and Moffett looks over at the dog and says, It looks okay to me, and he says, Well, my dog ate pages from the Bible you’ve been passing out to all the men. He tells how this was a particularly vicious tribe of people, very vicious, and he’d seen the changes in the warriors, how they became very loving based upon the presentation of the gospel, and this man connected it to the Bible.  He said, My dog won’t hunt, now, because it ate pages from the book that you’ve been passing out to these warriors who aren’t vicious any more!  
RANDY:  That is hilarious!  And, if that works, I would I would start chewing right now, man!  [Laughter] 

BURT BROCK:  We laugh at the native’s misunderstanding, but there’s a power to that story that the Bible changes us, and that’s where we’re heading.  That’s what we want to become. 

TIM ROLEN, New Hope Community Church, Clovis, California:   John said in Chapter 1 that Christ is the living Word, and when we become a Christian he comes to live within us.  Well, if we want to know the living Word, we must study the written Word, because that is what reveals his will, his direction, his character and his purpose for us.  
RANDY:  Oh, that’s good!

BURT BROCK:  There is a small poem I need to find that says when the child of God looks into the Word of God, he sees “something” of God, and is changed into the image of the Son of God, or something like that.  

CHUCK HILDBOLD, Jennerstown United Methodist Church, Jennerstown, Pennsylvania:  I was toying with the idea of using a passage from 2 Kings 22, where it defines the Book of the Law.  These people haven’t known the Book of the Law for years and years and years until King Josiah has it read to them, and I wanted some suggestions as to how that could maybe be applied to how we can find God's Word when it’s been lost.  

RANDY:  The Josiah and the Ezra stories are very, very similar. Moses prescribed the reading through the scriptures, but they had not done it for about 140 years, so I think that’s really powerful to show what happens when people starve themselves of that experience.  

Important Idea:

One of the things, early on, that has really captivated me about The Story and the Believe experience came from the stories like King Josiah and Ezra, where the people had gone a long time without hearing the Word and then you see their response to the word of God in Nehemiah 7 and 8, and, like you said, 2 Kings.  This is a way to keep the congregation reminded that we’re not just studying these ideas, but what we’re doing drives God’s Word deep into our hearts. This can give you some energy to finish the journey. I love the Josiah story, a great story of the revival that comes from a young leader engaging the people in the Word.  I mean, and then you think about how young the guy was, it was just phenomenal.  So, obviously it’s an opportunity to bring in one of your young people to give a testimony, or have a child get dressed up as King Josiah and read the scriptures. 

CHUCK HILDBOLD:  You know, in Nehemiah, when they start to read the Scriptures, they stay there and listen for hours.  

RANDY:  Yeah.  And they weep. And, they stand without us asking, you know? We preachers know how to get people to stand. But they stood on their own!  It wasn’t Nehemiah’s idea, it was their idea, and when he started reading, they stood.  They had Levites in the audience and the Levites were what I call small group leaders.  It says that they were helping them to understand what Ezra was reading, and so that’s the structure of Believe, right there.  And then they sought to apply it.  What they did in that passage was they came back to Ezra and said, okay, listen, we want to practice the Feast of Tabernacles.  And I looked at it a little closer.  The reason they picked out the Feast of Tabernacles is that was the next celebration that was coming up in the cycle.  They were saying we do not want to miss out on this one more time!  And, so, it wasn’t that the Feast of Tabernacles was the most important.  It was the one coming next.  It was a sense of urgency; we gotta get after this.  And it said they had not practiced the Feast of Tabernacles since the days of Joshua, which is what Joshua did before they entered the land, is that he sat down and read, and they engaged in the whole story of the scripture again.  And then they did it again the next day, and the next time they did it they broke it up and half of the day was reading the scriptures and the other half was worship, and the singer/song-writers actually converted the story of God's Word into a song, which is really pretty powerful.  So, I think there’s a lot of energy in either one of those stories in Ezra or Nehemiah.   
STEVE MOORE, Ten Mile Christian Church, Meridian, Idaho:  I really like the idea of tilling the soil, not just getting it in your head, but tilling the soil; I’m going to steal that one.  What I was thinking about doing this particular week, since it’s in the Practice dimension, is including in the message a method for their own personal Bible study – just reinforcing one method.  There’s an old one that I learned and taught new believers, the ABCD method of Bible study, and they may be in the habit already since they’ve been doing it for 14-15 weeks by the time you get to this chapter, but it ties well with the Key Verse and Key Ideas in Believe:
· Analyze what you read

· Best Verse – pick out your favorite, and with Believe we have the Key Verse

· Communicate what the passage says in your own words, incorporating the Key Idea
· Determine what you’re going to do about it – your own personal application. 

RANDY:  You know, one of the things that we learn out of The Story is that the congregation tends to goes back to business as usual. We go back to our silos, and we often do sermons that aren’t connected to people studying the scriptures in preparation for coming to church.  Part of the power of the Believe experience is just the fact that people are engaged in scriptures with their family, and on their own in preparation for the weekend sermon.  So, you might take that idea and say, hey, after we finish Believe we’re never going to go back to business as usual.  We really want you to be engaged in the study of scriptures, and so we’re going to institute these ABCD journals. We do that at Oak Hills Church now.  We actually put out an on-line personal study and group study for all of the messages that we give. There is such a difference in the life of a person who comes to a service having already studied, read, thought about, meditated on the scripture we’re teaching, and then we know they’re going to engage in a small group experience around it. It takes that message that we’re giving and the power of it to a whole other level.  So, that could be a good thing to do in terms of anchoring the disciplines that you’re learning right now beyond the Believe experience.  

STEVE MOORE:  We’ve got such a cultural challenge with two things that I see:  One, everybody wants stuff fast, and you can’t learn the Bible fast and, two, you got so many un-churched people that have already made up their mind that they can’t understand the Bible.  They’ve already made up their mind to that.  They tried a little bit of it.  They’re so disoriented, because they’ve tried reading it on their own, and they didn’t get the story, and they’ve already kind of quit on it.  So, how do you get around that?  You’ve got to let them taste this stuff a little bit.

RANDY:  They taste it, and then going back to the community idea, you’re saying that our church is a church that recognizes that, and we’re going to do this together.  Most churches will put a lot of energy into their worship services, but the thought here is we’re going to leverage the teaching of our pastor toward your understanding of the scriptures.  The reason I like The Story and Believe is that there is some systematic approach to it. People can go, I really want to understand the story, and, yeah, I really would like to finally get what the big ideas are.  And you are absolutely correct.  The notion of a pastor standing up and saying, Hey, I encourage you to go get the One Year Bible, and we have an Old Testament and New Testament reading, and just do that for a year…..again, I know maybe some of you have done that, and it’s been powerful, but when I used to do that I found out later that I buried people, because they’re just mindlessly reading an Old and New Testament portion. I’m not saying the Spirit can’t show up in the absence of understanding, but, the idea that they’re out there on their own and they’re going to handle this ancient book that’s not even organized chronologically, it’s a pretty big challenge.  I think that’s one of the calls of the church in the whole Bible engagement movement to begin with.  

Week 14 – Single-Mindedness 
RANDY:  The key idea of Single-Mindedness is I focus on God and his priorities for my life.  I call this the practice of prioritizing, or, this is really taking the nitty-gritty of developing my daily to-do list and basically saying God wants to be involved in the process of your to-do list, your prioritizing.  The key verse is Matthew 6:33, But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be added to you, as well.  I love C. S. Lewis’ quote - Put first things first and God will throw in all the second things; put second things first and you’ll lose the first and the second things.  
Application Points from Think, Act, Be
Some of you are just very pragmatic.  You want to get things done.  Have you ever thought about the spiritual practice of prioritizing with God in the middle of it?  So that when you pull out your sheet of paper for the day to say this is what I’m going to do today, involve God in that process.  So, my applications were real simple in the Think, Act, Be:

· Daily lay your calendar and decisions before God for direction.  So, as you’re literally saying I need to go to the grocery store, just be really mindful of that, and make decisions based on your Christian values.  You’re developing a sense of what these Christian values are as you’re going through the Believe – these are the 30 biggest ideas that are in the Bible.  So, when you’re making decisions, make decisions that say I need a priority to practice my faith, so, in my to-do list today am I doing anything to practice my faith?  That’s got to be a priority. I think we’d all say that when we get really busy our physical exercise program goes to pot.  I would say the spiritual exercise program goes to pot even before the physical one.  So, this whole concept of single-mindedness is a person getting up every day and saying, Hey, regardless of how yesterday went, today I’m going to lay out my priorities for this day and I’m going to ask God for direction when I write these things down.  
· I’m going to have to learn how to say no to the things I shouldn’t be doing.  I’m basing my decisions on my Christian values.  I got this idea of compounding interest.  It’s been a thing for me in chatting with people in our congregation, in our city, to find they instantly want all of the benefits that come from walking the Christian life, but reality is, is there’s a compounding interest component to the Christian life.  The blessings come from being single-minded over a long period of time.  Not perfectly, but single-minded over a long period of time produces blessings.  So, the single-mindedness, I think, is going to really hit practically for people who never thought that their to-do list should be created with God sitting right next to you, and that what you’re learning in Believe is really driving the things that really matter in your life.  
Great Idea:

BURT BROCK, First Christian Church, Morgantown, Indiana:  I can’t quote a source other than my home minister, growing up in my home church in Florida.  His name was Bob Shannon – and he taught us the Five Secrets to a Successful Christian Life by counting off the fingers on our hand. He said if you want to live a Christian life, you give God… 
1. The first hour of every day

2. The first day of every week

3. The first tenth of every dollar

4. The first consideration in any decision

5. The first place in your heart
He said, you do those five things, every morning, you wake up, give him the first moments of the day, give him the first day of the week, the first tenth of every dollar, etc. You have a decision to make, you ask what does God want me to do, and then what do you love to do, make sure God is that first love.  
RANDY:  I think that’s brilliant!  And you could certainly tie that to the whole concept of first fruits, all throughout the scripture, which I think is great!  I think it was Robert Morse who was the one who made the observation that maybe the reason why Abel’s sacrifice was accepted over Cain’s is it doesn’t say Cain’s was from the first fruits, but that Abel’s was. In order for it to be acceptable to God you need to offer him the first, not just of your money, but of your time, of your priorities, of your everything…I think it’s brilliant!  I think the first fruits decision, is, in my estimation, a transferable concept through Matthew 6:33 from the Old Testament concept of first fruits, and first fruits is first of everything.  First is best.  I even include it in Think, Act, Be in my personal illustration of what happened when I really did not have any boundaries in my life and ran across a pretty serious battle with insomnia. I found out that God lays out patterns and that in the Hebrew day, just like in your first fruit offerings, that you also give the first fruit of your day. The first fruit of the day for the Hebrew was 6 p.m. the day before, because for the Hebrew the day begins right at dusk, at dinnertime.  That became a paradigm shifter for me. So,I’m actually, right now, in the third part of my day, which is work, and that’s how the day ends at 6 p.m.. The next day begins at 6 p.m. when I’m sitting around the meal, remembering Christ, thanking him for the food and his presence in our home, gathering with my family or my neighbors, but that’s the actual first fruit of my day. When you work through that you’re saying to God, relationship is my first thing.  So, this is a really practical and important thing.  I think that the teaching of first fruits is a really good idea, and I think that little hand illustration is something you ought to draw a picture of and send to Shelley.  Take your hand and trace it, you know, and then put those five things on there, you know?  
BURT BROCK:  [Laughter]  That’s really not a bad idea!  
RANDY:  Yeah.  Okay.  In your service, pass out a permanent marker and have them write it on their hands and never forget it.  
BURT BROCK:  Well, that’s the thing, I have never forgotten.  It just has always just stuck with me since I was young. I don’t know if he was quoting somebody or if he developed it himself, but it’s always stuck with me. He called it “successful” but he tempered that in terms of not money or anything like that, but if you want to live for the Lord, give God the first moments of every day, the first day of every week, the first tenth of every dollar, the first consideration in any decision you’re going to make, the first place in your heart.  What do you love to do?  But, make sure that’s something God would love to do.  

RANDY:  Yeah, there’s a Psalm that says delight yourself in the Lord.  I think that’s a part of that last one, there, you know, I think it was Jim Elliott that says, if you delight yourself in the Lord, do whatever you want, because if you’re first delighting yourself in the Lord, then anything that you want to do is going to be in keeping with him, and I think that’s really brilliant.  That’s a good idea, guys.  I think that one will preach!  
TIM ROLEN, New Hope Community Church, Clovis, California: I love the single-mindedness and, for me, it takes it even deeper than just the way we think today in priorities. This really focuses us on the centrality of Christ, that he’s more of the hub which everything comes from rather than the top of a list.  He’s the center and the heart of it.  Don Hunter, an old British preacher, said we need to get off the throne and get on the altar.  That’s what keeps Christ central and foremost in our life.  He said, The way I start my morning, before I ever get out of bed, I stretch my arms and I make my Pentecost and I quote the passage - if I am to die today, I am crucified with Christ so that it is not I who lives, but it is Christ who lives through me. Then, I come back to bed at night, I end my day in the way I started it, and I and stretch my arms and I make my Pentecost and I quote the passage again. Maybe then, in between those two times, I really do let Him live. It’s a great way to be single-minded.  
RANDY:  I do like that idea that we’re not talking about Christ just being at the top of the list, but the hub of the whole list. Again we’re talking about practicing the presence of God with Brother Lawrence.  It’s this notion of the Lord on the throne of our life, and we are on the altar. Or, that he doesn’t want to be in a compartment of our life, but at the very center, the very hub, driving all the other compartments – that’s a pretty powerful idea!  

SHELLEY:  Bonus idea for the transcript only…great book title – A Long Obedience in the Same Direction, by Eugene Peterson. The book is subtitled “Discipleship in an Instant Society.”  The book may not be about Single-Mindedness per se, but this is one of those book titles that is a sermon all by itself! (
SHELLEY:  Burt Brock, would you mind closing us in prayer?  And, Burt, I just want to thank you for being such a great contributor to these calls.  As I’ve gone through the transcripts every month, you are just phenomenal, sharing such great ideas with everybody, so thank you from all of us!  Would you close us today?

BURT BROCK:  Sure.  It would be an honor.  Dear Lord, we thank you for this time, and time is created by you.  You’re the God of all time, both now and forever, and so, Lord, thank you for the time we’ve had to be able to talk with each other, to talk with Randy, and thank you, God, for the time we’ve had to encourage each other.  And now, each moment of time through the rest of this day, and through the rest of our opportunity to just serve you, and we recognize teaching the people Believe is a moment of time precious from you.  I just pray that we appreciate it and make the most of it, as Paul says, to make the most of every opportunity.  We do everything to your glory and honor.  Bless us with your direction.  In Jesus name, Amen. 
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Combined (385 responses): 8:45 (262) and 10:30 (123) services

Reinforced Faith & Christianity/Refreshed the “Basics” – (80) 21%

· These weeks have reinforced what it means to be a Christian

· They have helped me define who I am as a newer Christian. “That I am a Christian” from Braeden (child)

· Reinforced my basic beliefs. All that I have belongs to God.

· I appreciated getting “back to basics” and re-affirming our core beliefs.

· My beliefs have been reinforced by focusing on them over the past 10 weeks. God is great and I am a child of Him.

· I NEED to recommit myself to living wholly for HIM.

· Emphasized the need I have for Christ in my life. Enhanced my belief that Christ is all in all and necessary to me.

· A good refresher on foundational truths in our faith. 

· It is a constant reminder to what a Christian is and how you are to live EACH day, not just Sunday.

· The Believe series has provided a structure for me within which I have examined and clarified what I actually believe, and don’t believe, about my relationship with God and his son, Jesus Christ.

· The sermon series has arranged these beliefs in a logical sequence that build on each other and has caused me to reflect and change my actions to match those beliefs.

· I’ve been impacted by Believe by getting back to the basics, and in touch with my faith. 

· It highlighted and reinforced what is important in my faith. Clear concepts directing how I need to live my life.

· Refreshes my core beliefs and values that I am on the right track leading into eternity.

· Singled out specifics of why I believe and what purpose it holds. Helps me understand why I believe. Very helpful.

· Set me on a time schedule. Given me a baseline for belief. Cemented family.

· Confirms and renews my belief in God the father, God the son, and God the Holy Spirit.

· Review the core beliefs of the church so that we all may become more like Jesus in our daily lives.

· It has made me reflect on my purpose in this life and my true relationship with Christ.

· The series has made me more aware of how to be more Christ like and to put into practice to believe in God.

· Clear to me now all the things that I believe in as a Christian.

· It has helped me focus on a short list of core beliefs.

· It has made me think more about my spiritual beliefs.

· I’ve been in the church all my life & I do believe. Revisiting foundational concepts of faith has been inspiring as I have been invited to examine these beliefs in fresh new ways that I can apply to my life right now.

· Reviewing and confirmation of belief.

· Back to the basics and reminds me of the importance of focusing on my beliefs and I feel it is making me stronger and more confident in my faith.

· It has reset the benchmark of my faith. For those of us who are not Christian scholars, core beliefs are the basis.

· This time has uncovered assumptions and taken-for-granted understanding of what a Christian believes. Opens up the foundational, theological, rational, historical, emotional reasons for my faith. Loving it!

· Reaffirmed and reminded me of exactly what I believe as a Christian.Reminder, reinforcing, refreshing.

· This series is a reminder of the base of my faith. Stopping to remember what my foundation is and where I stand.

· Reinforced how my thoughts and actions in life help me reflect his goodness.

· I love the simple yet profound key beliefs. I need the reminders. It’s powerful to say “I believe…”

· It was helpful to review all the core principles today. Appreciated hearing the history of our church last week. May have been helpful to see all 10 principles each week.

· It is very compartmentalized into the 10 categories and I can re-read and study each. I love the belief #1. It is to me the most important one as we must believe.

· This series has taught me and reminded me of the basics of my beliefs and where they come from.

· More intentional about beliefs. Defining and clarifying my beliefs. More of God in ALL thoughts, actions and words.

· Helps to organize my beliefs and review their basis of foundation. Help to study concepts and loved points.

· It is a reminder of what I truly believe and how I act upon that truth. Reinforced my beliefs and my faith.

· Reaffirmed and confirmed my core beliefs through the series and seeing those beliefs lived out in my small group.

· Believe has allowed me to reflect positively on the core beliefs of our share faith. I feel securely re-anchored in the core beliefs of my faith in Christ, the church and the family of believers.

· I’m starting to believe that I am significant. God cares about me as an individual.

· The series has reinforced my belief that we are all made special by grace and God is love.

· Believe series has reinforced the power of hope, grace and stewardship for me.

· Through reading the chapter before Sunday, followed by the sermon, followed by our small group, I have learned and grown so much. I think that I now appreciate what it means to truly be a Christian.

· This has broadened, enriched and clarified my understanding of God and my own beliefs.

· It has explained these core beliefs and how they relate to my life and living. I love being able to read what we will be hearing about on Sunday then re-read after. I think this book and study is great.

· My beliefs have been transformed to be more like Jesus.

· The series has helped guide my thinking and shed light on my belief systems. It has reminded me to use my talents and God’s love when I’m at work, play and in family. 

· The Believe series has an important message that is practical. It pertains to everyday living as in God’s plan for us.

· Reiterating the thing I know I believe and reminding me of the way I should be living/acting as a Christian.

· 10 beliefs form the foundation to build our words, actions and hope for the future. Transformation in process.

· Helped me to clarify where I fit in with God’s plan and given me an easy way to define it.

· Challenged to think about the different elements of being a Christian; but one at a time. Some are easy. Some are new, and I need more than a week on the new. 

· The series has reinforced and reminded me of my core beliefs about God and Jesus.

· Drove me to explore more why I believe and hold myself accountable how God wants me to follow him.

· My faith has increased considerably these past weeks and continues to bring me closer to Christ & His love

· It firms my faith in Christ Jesus. He is alive and sovereign over all our lives with His grace/compassion.

· This church has given to me the renewal of my beliefs in what my life can give to God and to my daily being.

· It has reaffirmed my key beliefs in my purpose and principles of living an eternal life.

· The impact has been to solidify what I believe and why. It has been good to review this and to have information that we can share with others.

· Reinforced my basic beliefs in God and all his works – creation is important to me and how we humans care for it.

· This has refreshed and re-focused my faith and understanding of our relationship to God, and to our purpose.

· A very strong reminder of and reaffirmation of my faith in God our creator and his everlasting grace.

· I am glad we get to learn and understand what we believe as Christ’s followers. May this knowledge grow deep in us and guide us as individuals and church to follow Christ with love, knowledge and truth.

· I am reminded again of God’s wonderful mercy, love and faithfulness – not only to me but to the whole world.

· Confirmed and reinforced my trust and faith in the Lord and life everlasting

· My everyday life and relationships have been reinforced. A positive refresher

· Pastor Mike lays it all out in an understanding way, opens up insight to patience and an attitude of wait and see.

· The depth and insight preached around each belief made them more personal, welcoming, easier to understand. I felt that these core beliefs became less black and white and more forgiving and relevant to this generation.

· I appreciate having all the disparate pieces pulled together into a cohesive story.

· Believe series is a good reminder of what is important in my life and how to live my life.

· Everyone comes from a different paradigm of belief but as Christians we have a commonality that binds our spirits.

· The review and rehearsal of these basic concepts has been helpful and will undergird the next 2 sessions/series. I am glad we are doing this while I have been well grounded I think it’s helpful for all including the “pew sitters”

· The series has been a good reminder of way I believe! It has strengthened my spiritual life by making me more aware of the tenets of the Christian faith.

Renewed Focus – (21) 5%

· The series has given me a renewed focus. It has also been a great time to discuss my faith with visitors and my children because of the topics in the series.

· Sermons have been the glue that pulls it together. The topics and initial statements really refresh my focus.

· In a society where we are always feeling we must do more, God tells us to focus: on grace through faith, on community of the church, on his plan.

· I appreciate a chance to step back from daily concerns and re-establish and affirm my core values.

· Given me an opportunity to refocus priorities.

· The series has helped me organize my thoughts around beliefs, add structure and a schema.

· Reaffirmed my faith in God and belief that he influences everything in my life. Inspired me to show more compassion to others.

· It re-established my purpose in how God wants me to live. That He is here with me to help me extend myself to His and those around me.

· It has helped to focus me in my faith on what is really important despite all the noise out there.

· Renewed my beliefs and understanding of who God is, who I am to God and what He desires for me and my life. 

· Mostly by Grace and who God wants me to be. I feel I have made a greater effort to view the world through lens of others. I think God wants me to be a teacher and to share my knowledge. I’ve been doing that much more.

· I have not been to each sermon but those I have attended have: helped to refocus my core beliefs and values which has helped me better lead my day to day life with purpose.

· Reminded of what I learned long ago.

· It has reigned me back in to connect more with God personally and with the church. I left the church emotionally this fall and now feel more connected.

· As in so many things, a return to the basics or fundamentals is key to creating growth. Too often we in the reformed tradition lose sight of the fundamentals in favor of minutiae. This series has refocused our family.

· It basically confirmed my belief in God and gave me renewed faith in God’s promise.

· The series has brought into sharp focus basic belief around which my faith is anchored.

· Old concepts, but good to be reviewed on a regular basis. Real life examples always good

· Recommitted my focus on what it is to be a believer. How the Bible guides us through the stories of Jesus intent for us to live a Christian life.

· It brings into focus the basis of my beliefs and of who I am 

· Wonderful series on what we as Christians “Believe” has helped me be more clear and focused as a Christian.

Closer to God/Children of God – (37) 10%

· It has shown me to allow God into my daily life. I feel more confident about my today and my tomorrow.

· We belong to a Great God, in a loving relationship with him. Out of this love relationship we are love to the world.

· I believe I am closer to God.

· I feel more connected to God, Jesus Christ. I feel grateful for being able to come here every Sunday. Love the video of painting. This has been a way for me to feel close to God.

· Sermons have helped me as a newcomer to San Diego to know that God has helped and strengthened me to accept and grow in my new environment.

· That we are children of God and that I am here because of him. Treat others with love and compassion and to give my all for others!

· Provided continuity thru fall. Made me truly believe that I am a child of God. Being a Christian is joyous and a gift.

· Clear that all people are created in God’s image and need/deserve compassion. Christians must show the way.

· I believe that I am getting a gravitational pull using the Holy Spirit as a conduit.

· These 10 core beliefs have clarified in me how I need and should believe and act as a child of God. My life has changed and the stewardship request has impacted me greatly.

· SBPC sermons always inspire me to focus on being a Christian; seven days a week, not one. This series specifically gives me wisdom on what people in Jesus’ time struggled with and my identity as a child in Christ.

· It has really made me reevaluate my way of thinking. It is molding my heart and allowing me to be closer to God, and this church family. It has helped me renew my faith. However, I know there is more to come.

· God’s inspired word illuminated by the Holy Spirit and evidenced through the life Jesus lived among the people of Israel is a guide for you and me today.

· I have come to know God’s love is eternal and 100% unconditional. God is my family, the basis of my identity.

· Given me the understanding of how my own beliefs are directed and aligned by God’s.

· Believe sermons and small group discussions have reminded me that I am loved by God and he provides for me and he wants me to reach out to Him and others.

· Over the last 10 years, my faith has been refined. Every sermon in the Believe series is a way for me to learn more and draw closer to my Lord.

· Reminds me to look to God, Christ and the word first, to love and trust in Christ as my Lord and savior.

· God is present every day, everywhere. God calls me to be or live in His way – virtuous. Direction and purpose for my life comes from Him and his teachings. Meaning comes from Him in a chaotic world today.

· I have been given gifts by the one and only God. Through my personal relationship with Jesus Christ and my fellowship with my church I am new using all my gifts to serve God. I must put everything behind my relationship with God. God is the most important thing in my life.

· These lessons have called on me to be closer to God and church and to try to figure out where I am at now and how I will be in the future with God, church and family.

· That God “loves” me through adversity. Now and forever.

· I have been brought closer to Jesus by the study of his word.

· I have been reminded that God, His way, His word, His people are my life. Nothing of significance is apart from Him. He cements relationship with his people. He continues to increase my love for Him and His people.

· It has confirmed God’s importance in my life.

· Important of knowing God is there in all phases of my life, in all I do. Can turn to Him any time for anything.

· As a child of God, I want to do more to please Him.

· Closer to God/better understanding; understand role on the planet better; look at all people differently; learning to be less judgmental.

· It has been a confirmation of importance and blessing of studying God’s word with other awesome believers. Confirmation of God’s beautiful, powerful, all-knowing presence in my life and in the world daily. Faith is strong!

· I ealize I am not alone. God always watching over me. Series has given me strength for happiness again.

· This sermon has given me reflection on forgiveness, believing in Jesus through all obstacles and understanding that hardship is part of all of our challenge. As a child of God, we should rejoice in the Lord.

· This has brought me closer to God. I have a better understanding of faith. It has brought me into fellowship in small group, for which I’m thankful. It has brought me Mon-Sat as well as Sun.

· I have learned about the sovereignty of God in all things. His sovereignty permeates all of the core beliefs.

· Re-established my identity and all that entails as a Christ follower.

· The series confirms to me who God is and my relationship with Him. He shows me to shine my light.

· Reminding me that I am a “child of God” has been wonderful! 

· It has spoken to my heart in many ways and drawn me closer to Him day by day.

Going Deeper/Strengthening faith – (47) 12% (deep mentioned positively 36 times) (strength 19 times)

· The Believe series is for all believers, especially those who haven’t read the Bible much. I have since my youth – I’m 72! I love how the sermons apply to my life. This helped me go deeper into my faith.

· Strengthened my walk in faith with the Lord.

· This series has both confirmed and deepened what I have believed for most of my life. My small group experience has enriched and supported these beliefs. It is great to be a part of this family.

· Allowed me to walk further in my faith. Our small group discussions have been honest and enthusiastic. 

· To build upon the foundation started last series to grow in my faith and progress towards “I’m all in!”

· As a longtime believer this game me a chance to look at the core of my faith. It has grown me and encouraged me as a follower of Jesus. I feel stronger!

· These first 10 weeks of Believe have helped me to solidify what I’ve already known. It has also helped push me in areas that are challenging.

· I have been encouraged to think more deeply about the church as God’s primary way to bring home to our world. This belief is growing and changing me.

· It has strengthened my belief in God and reminded me of the little ways God encourages me and wants me to live. God owns everything I have.

· It has reminded me of the core beliefs that we as Christians have. It has strengthened my faith in this church and the Protestant Church in general as I was raised Catholic. Catholicism can be confusing with all the extra rules and regulations. It’s nice to be reminded of what really matters.

· I have been impacted by deepening my understanding of who I am in Christ and what my purpose is in this world. Praise God! I am a beloved child of God with a mission to bless the world through SBPC.

· Re-calibrate and align my belief system. I have deepened and strengthened my core belief so my confidence in my faith allows me to be my true self – more aligned, more authentic, more loving, more humble and grateful.

· The series has challenged me in terms of my compatibility with core Christian beliefs. Many of these are fantastic. Many are challenging to accept. So overall, it has been more deeply thought -provoking than others.

· Sermons have 100% strengthened my belief and love for God. God has shown me his strength, comfort and joy.

· I have grown spiritually over the past 10 weeks though this sermon series and in my small group. I believe in all of these 10 sermons and it has changed my relationship with this church, with God and all I come in contact with.

· Helped me understand more of God’s intention in my individual life. Transformation is a long-term process.

· Given me a better understanding of God’s working in my life. Strengthens my beliefs.

· It has added depth and dimension to my relationship and understanding of God and Jesus’ impact on my life.

· I have been convicted to go deeper in and with my faith. I want to continue my journey with Christ even more so!

· I’ve enjoyed and appreciated the key ideas and the urging to meet those ideas head on every morning and every evening. That has become an important part of my spiritual practice. I also have loved reminders of God’s love.

· It has strengthened my faith in God. It has made a challenge to think about each of these.

· It has broken down my relationship with the Lord in “outline form.” It has allowed me to “rewrite” my faith in a stronger more meaningful way.

· Has helped me examine my beliefs and go deeper. Not all questions answered but that’s ok. God can’t be put in a box understood by humans.

· My spiritual growth in this short time has been amazing. I have gained clarity and deeper understanding of what our Christian beliefs are.

· Reconnect with important ideas such as salvation, the word, the church and compassion. I have thought more deeply about my beliefs over the last 10 weeks.

· It has been very effective and eye opening to help me be aware of my strengths that needs to be developed and also my weaknesses.

· These 10 weeks have been magical, very difficult and truthful. I wish I could be in church daily because I feel weak. This series has refreshed my knowledge and strength in God.

· This week has impacted me the most – with particular items of stress, the chapter on eternity has reminded me to keep my eyes on God – on Jesus. This is temporary. He will save me. He loves me.

· Through this series of sermons my trust and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ has been strengthened. He encourages us to honor and glorify Him with our whole lives.

· The Believe series has caused me to focus on our beliefs, to examine them, and to consider more deeply what they mean to me and how I can and should respond based on my faith as a Christian.

· This series has been re-affirming and has helped to deepen my appreciation of the relationship I have with God, and with my Savior and with the active Spirit.

· It has been a wonderful way to connect my lifetime of faith and knowledge of Christianity with my husband and his experiences. We’ve shared God on a deeper level and practiced our faith more actively.

· Faith – this series has deepened my faith and the belief in God and His plan for us.

· My faith has deepened as I’ve looked to God to trust him for all things, and be thankful – knowing He’s in control, has a plan and desires the best for me.

· I have realized in a new way how broadly my faith is grounded. Not shallow or on the surface but deeply rooted.

· I believe this study has deepened my trust and faith in God.

· God has given me the strength for going through many trying times these past weeks.

· This series has strengthened my faith in God. The extra time spent reading and studying the book about growing my faith has been a real growth experience for me.

· This series has given me a deeper, clearer understanding of basic beliefs that I often take (too much) for granted. Also I am enjoying seeing how these beliefs fit together

· The series has helped put into perspective the stresses and demands of everyday life, at a time when those demands seem overwhelming. The grounding provided by our faith, and our place in Christ as children of God, provides a focus that emphasizes our purpose as Christian in a society that ignores spiritual priorities.

· This series has enhance my trust and faith in God almighty and his presence and his peace

· Key concepts help me to focus and pray on the deeper meanings that exist through God’s grace.

· My faith has been deepened as I have understood how each belief is interwoven with each other 

· This series has brought my faith to a deeper and renewed understanding.

· It was most meaningful to have the tenants of our faith all presented one after another. It deepened my faith and has inspired me to live it in a deeper and fuller way. I’m all in!

· Made me look deeper into my walk with Christ, how I can grow in my faith. Opened my eyes, ears, mind, soul to Him!

Biblical training/Learning through scripture – (21) 5%

· This series helped me to confirm my beliefs on a scriptural train – given me a better biblical frame of reference.

· This series has brought me closer to understanding the Bible passages covered and the application to my life.

· I am very glad for the 10 point review this morning – somehow I missed that – and the review this morning gave me the sweep and context of this sermon series. I have discovered my strong preference for sermons that teach through a book of the Bible, and that I can learn and be inspired despite my preferences.

· The Believe series focuses on the simplicity of our faith in one-word tenets. The series has tied in these themes to scripture passages in both the Old and New testaments. Reading Jesus’ words on what we need to believe has been the most impactful to me personally.

· Helped me understand the Bible better. Showed me that I’m loved even if I can’t do what is helpful.

· Impacted me by learning more and more about the Bible. That God’s works are shown here on earth in 2014.

· It has shown me another way to understand the Bible. I’ve enjoyed reading the Believe book chapter by chapter.

· I appreciate having scripture explained so it applies to life in this 21st century and not as if we were still “stuck in the earlier days”

· It has complimented my doctrines of study and allowed me to connect it to our small group and the church community. It has touched my heart more and helped to get it beyond my head.

· The series has crystallized beliefs into succinct statements that I can affirm in my heart over and over. The scriptures in the Believe book are ones I’ll use over and over for reference confirming what Jesus and earlier scriptures say.

· The series freshens and renews old stories to come alive by contemporary accompaniment and illustrations. But it works and works well because Pastor Mike serves as interlocutor. 

· Insight/background of who Jesus was and perspective of the world he was operating in.

· It seems like a good review of many of the most well-known verses in the Bible and the point these verses make about how we should live.

· This series has opened my eyes heart and mind to areas of the scripture that I had never seen before in verses that I thought I knew and understood fully. I learned something new!

· I’ve been “fed” without interruption. (How it should be in God’s Kingdom)

· It has made me realize I take my belief for granted without living more into the Bible (studying more!)

· Reminded that no matter how well we know the Bible, we can each learn more from it. Feel so blessed to walk this path with our entire congregation!

· It has been an example of how God’s word, as our daily and lifelong guide, it’s very uncomplicated, very simple. What He asks of us – His greatest commandment. Sadly, it is us who complicate it.

· The series has helped my husband and I to feel a part of the message since we prepared along with the pastors. It has also followed some of the themes of my CBS study

· Continues my knowledge and understanding of God’s word

· Evaluate my core beliefs and learn more as we all are a work in progress!

Top Three Topics 14%

Stewardship – (25)

· Stewardship of accountability: finances, time, heath & nutrition (stewardship of our body)

· Mike’s stewardship sermon spoke to my convictions (resonated strongly) and still encouraged and inspired me. 

· Helped me to view stewardship differently and understand the many ways I can be a steward to the gifts I’ve been given (children, home, $, body, earth)…AND how stewardship can connect with compassion (hospitality).

· The balanced presentation and discussion about stewardship, not only caused a lot of introspection, but also decreased guilt. All my life people have used the word “stewardship” to take more than I have to give.

· Everything I have belongs to God. As a parent of a young child this is an incredible reminder that everything belongs to Him. This is important for me to practice and pass on to our daughter. Especially in a phase of “mine”

· Everything I have belongs to God. This constant reminder puts me in a right perspective with God. I am grateful each day, and trust that God is in control of tomorrow and will provide exactly what I need.

· Last week, stewardship, helped me refocus that it’s all His and that although my life is still not what I want it to be, I am secure in Him. It’s all His anyway.

· It has opened my eyes to concepts that I need to be reminded of on a daily basis. The stewardship belief really hit home to me. I like how my child & I are studying the same thing.

· Reminded me that the earth and everything in it belongs to Jesus. Move toward God and away from sin.

· Realize my shortcomings. Aware of finances. Aware of Christ’s love.

· It has been a reminder that everything I am and own, belong to God.

· I gleaned a lot from the sermon on stewardship; it resonated with my knowledge of ecology, the interrelatedness of all life and all biogeochemical processes on our wonderful planet, through God’s grace.

· Confirms that He owns/gives us everything – thus I need to give more back.

· Stewardship is more than about money. I have been reflecting on the sermon last Sunday and feel more empowered in caring for the world around me in a variety of ways. I have also been reflecting on the thought of giving to God first, not last.

· Continues to remind me in my faith walk that God is in charge of everything. I am responsible for “managing” what He has blessed me with. I am a small part of his plan, but I am part of his plan!

· The fuller definition as taking care of, using wisely something not my own expanded my idea of stewardship.

· Last week helped me worry less about my financial situation. I donated stuff that I had been holding onto.

· All that I am and all that I have belongs to God. He is faithful and never disappoints. The series has been a good reminder of what I say I believe.

· God gave us everything – all belongs to God – we are the managers.

· Impact of stewardship was important that all we have is given to us by God and is only ours for a short period – the relationships/homes/family, world. Our truth is that God is the only eternal reality.

· Most impactful message was stewardship. It was possibly the best sermon to guide my giving I have ever heard. 

· I believe that God has taught us how to be more giving to our church and others.

· It has given me a greater understanding of stewardship

· Giving –> Saving –> Spending I fully support as the priority order for me and my family.

· Last week was my first time here. Struck by need to tithe. I built wealth and now tithe more through investments.

· In particular the series chapter & sermon on Stewardship was affirming and life altering.

Compassion – (17)

· I’ve only been here for one other message other than today. My take away has been how I can affect the lives of others by just listening to them and their stories. Showing compassion.

· Understand that God is helping me be more compassionate and helping others through my faith.

· I learned that acts of service are as much about God forming me as it is about helping others in need. 

· Compassion & stewardship. Reminder of God’s compassion and control. He is a compassionate God in control of everything. And does these things far better than me, if I just trust.

· I was reminded to be more compassionate to those less fortunate.

· Thinking more about compassion – who is my neighbor. Welcome my neighbor. More desire to provide hospitality to people I don’t know well.

· Challenged to show compassion in immigration debate – real families in need of each other involved.

· To pray for those around me, even when I don’t want to. It’s ok to say no even to needy people.

· I love that there is required reading each week as it keeps me in the word. There have been some weeks that were more important in my life than others. Compassion really touched me.

· I’ve come to realize that I need and want to be generous, kind and loving towards my neighbors – being more “like” Jesus. The “church” video was very impactful.

· Every day I know pray that “God, please help me to see others through your eyes.”

· The wonderful simplicity of what I believe, yet the completeness for all of how I am called live…especially compassion for myself and how it pushes me to give it away.

· The people most in need may not be the most obvious & needy. They may be the people I am most able to help given my passion & my gifting. The people most in need of the part of God’s heart that he has given me.

· I have gained a better understanding of my role/relationship in this world. How I can be a better person, a better friend, a better spouse. How I can make a difference.

· I will welcome the love of Christ in me to share with others.

· I used a phrase from last Sunday’s sermon about the legacy we leave toward future generations as I thanked almost 300 mothers and daughters in NCL that they are modeling by leading a life of service to others. 

· The most meaningful part of the series was the sermon on immigration

· The message on compassion really touched me and my husband. He brought up points from the message a couple of times during the week which was very different for him.

Church – (10)

· I liked getting a reminder of how important the church is.

· A good and necessary reminder of the fundamental aspects of being a member of church.

· It gives clarity to the purpose of the Church amid some struggling thoughts.

· Reminded of the selfless sacrifice that not only Jesus made, but the selfless sacrifice we all must make to build a better community and family.

· Through the church I know I am loved! To those who are given much the more that is required. Each week I have been committed to learn how to be more like Jesus with stronger intentionality. Concepts are well organized. 

· I am beginning to feel that church (this church) is being strengthened through the love of God. I feel that I am being drawn closer to this community. I am becoming soaked in God’s grace.

· I know that I belong to a community of believers that hold me up and encourage me to lead a good life.

· We are to love one another as Jesus said we are to do

· It has made an impact that has brought me closer to the body the other children of the Lord. How each is loved, important and apart of God whole love for all because we are on in God’s love.

· I have gained insight into the way I see this church and see the emphasis on Belief. My belief continues to grow!

Explain/share my beliefs to others – (11) 4%

· It has given me information I need when asked – what do you believe? Why do you go to church?

· I found a new path through SBPC to share the love of God with my nursing colleagues at UCSD.

· It has impacted my beliefs in God so I may be better able to live my beliefs and explain them to others.

· My beliefs haven’t changed, but I understand the biblical basis for them better, and I can better explain them to others including non-believers.

· It is good to remember the core truths that believers believe. It makes me want to share these principles with family, friends… It is clear, easily communicated truth about God and his plans for us.

· I needed a concise summary of the/my Christian views to defend my faith!

· He’s shown me practical ways to reach out to others in love – offering His truth.

· It has helped me (and our small group) to openly talk about our core beliefs. It has also helped me to put compassion for others into action.

· Appreciate the opportunity and ability to look at “pieces” of belief and think about them separately. To slow down, ponder, consider, apply during each week. I like having language for explaining what I believe and why.

· I have been reminded of my basic Christian belief. I have felt strengthened in my faith and hope/plan to make it all more evident in my life and my testimony to others.

Small Groups – (20)  5% (mentioned 31 times or 8% in all responses)

· Useful series for small group discussions. Have also used the series as a discussion tool with new boyfriend to discern compatibility on spiritual journey.

· It’s thought-provoking and inspired many God discussions in my small group.

· I love that we are learning our theology. I know it, but I love to hear it. And to discuss it in our groups is a wonderful faith molding thing for all. One person in our group said she didn’t know about sin!

· It has helped to renew and clarify along with small group dialog, it has been great. Although, we haven’t been able to go deep enough as these are such rich topics. Would be great to go deeper on each over time.

· Focusing on our beliefs was most impactful in small group discussion. It was unifying. It crystalized notions that we had buy could not clearly express.

· Beliefs have become more personalized. In small groups, we have had the opportunity to explore, and experience, honest dialog.

· This has been a rich opportunity from the sermon into our small group to really grapple with these core beliefs. Our small group has been a safe place for some long time Christians to express that some are still difficult.

· To see that other men are truly grappling with issues raised. This shows authenticity. I am in the right place. That there is a legacy I am part of that I need to build on.

· Small group exploration at a deeper level of each Belief. Striving to be more like Jesus.

· It has brought me deeper in relationship with my small group and friends. I have been able to trust God’s plan and let go. I have learned forgiveness of myself and others.

· My beliefs have been solidified. Our small group has been inspired to dig deeper. Our relationships are now strengthening because of it.

· The Believe series has filled my spiritual life this Fall as we discussed each belief in my small group and as we used the series in our weekly devotions in the adult literacy program.

· This sermon series has been the basis for in-depth discussions with my small group.

· Grown in faith listen to God every day with an open mind. Excellent small group material.

· Our small group has been great. Open discussions. Challenging applications especially when giving grace to those who are hard to be graceful towards.

· Overall the series is providing good topics for our small group.

· It has made me focus on my beliefs and have the opportunity to discuss with our small group members.

· Series has impacted my life in many ways. Gratifying to share my beliefs with my group in a safe environment.

· Each has yielded rich discussion in our small group, especially church, identity and stewardship

· The series was good for clarifying what it means to be a Christian. We had good discussions in our small group

· For me the stewardship chapter really hit home. Not so much the financial part but as I am supposed to be managing all aspects of my life.

Families – (6) 2%

· It has been great having four different age group “Believe” study guides in one family.

· I love how this series has given my family and I many things to think about. It has helped me figure out what I believe and what I struggle with.

· Allowed me, together with my family, to discuss and reaffirm our core beliefs and live those beliefs.

· The impact reaches deep into family structure and into everyday life.

· The Believe series is significant to one because it gives me scripture and fundamentals of Christianity that I can share with my children.

· This series has helped me enter into a deeper dialogue with my family about our identity as perfect and loved by God always. It has also helped me have a deeper understanding of God’s love.

Liked the series – (25)  7%

· Great subjects, delivery and content! Sometimes go long. How true that we live by faith! Thank you for sharing your gift of sermons that are relevant for our lives!

· This sermon series has been amazing! I feel more confident and able to express why I believe what I believe.

· It’s impacted me because of the messages we got to take with us out the door. 

· I like this series because it slows down and focuses on one thing at a time, it’s easier to understand and answers specific questions.

· Inspirational – take time to concentrate on one word each week.

· I started out with a little bit of disappointment comparing last year’s sermon series to this year’s. Then, reading each chapter, I began to see how much more this series meant to me personally after the foundation of The Story. The chapter on my identity that is defined by Christ’s love for me has been huge!!

· Believe has done a nice job of putting Christianity down succinctly. God helps me every day. I’m especially working on being kind, never saying anything hurtful. Unfortunately still have a long way to go!

· Helping to validate my leadership perspective personally, in my family and professionally.

· I am reminded of the meaning of life.

· Live life today! Knowing our tomorrow is His (destiny-choice) for our life…

· Journal and apply in my daily relationship. See through eyes of new beliefs and Godly saints. Fresh and real.

· My expression of worship has grown because if I truly believe, I will express my gratitude. I feel free now to raise my hands, be prayerful, and sometimes I fell like dancing a bit!

· Good reminder, God’s conviction

· Some have been inspiring.

· Great series. The power of the Holy Spirit wins out! God is Love/Hell is hate. One must go (Jack Wheaton)

· The series helped me to focus more precisely on what God/Jesus wants us to do to advance his Kingdom.

· This series has helped me learn how important gratitude is.

· It is always helpful to have our foundational beliefs laid out in direct, uncomplicated terms, showing clearly how they impact our daily lives. It makes these concepts more real.

· It has been an excellent review of the beliefs I hold dear. Also it has been an opportunity to see how I need to grow in my faith by expanding the practice of my beliefs.

· I have learned to trust God more and place my life, concerns, people I pray for and all that I do in God’s hands.

· The series has made me more aware of the elements of faith that guide my life going forward.

· Connects my faith to daily life. It’s helped me connect spiritual dots from the heavenly realm to my earthly walk.

· The impact has made me realize I need to put more effort into making changes day by day.

· The impact this series has had on me is to listen to God. He will lead the way and my faith grows stronger.

· I have loved the choices of music that Dan has chosen to correlate with the messages each Sunday.

Haven’t liked the series – (14) 4%

· I haven’t felt any particular movement due to the sermon series. 

· Not enough, too busy with work and stress to focus on this. Trying to think of new insights.

· Hard to connect to such deep concepts (eternity) in a half hour sermon. Each needs hours to unpack.

· Doubt: Problem with #1 – I still believe Jesus is the son of the living God and he is my Lord & savior – great trouble crossing to believe Jesus is God.
· The sermon has not impacted me. But when Billy Jack spoke about the quiet pain that was really powerful.

· Haven’t liked this series nearly as much as previous. Have problem with basic premises of starting with “church”.

· It showed how specific the teaching of the elements of belief are. Unfortunately makes it harder to believe it all.

· I had a difficult time getting through the first “Think” series. I felt it was repetitive. The “Act” series is far more compelling and actionable. 

· I am deeply concerned about the political stance that the church/leadership is taking/preaching. I clearly know it’s complicated.

· It’s totally confused me. Gospel has been so watered down by the videos and 1-2 lines of scripture. I don’t think I would have confidence to share what I believe if I were a new Christian today. Grateful I found Christ years ago. 

· Not much impact on me. I think it was very good for young believers.

· Not that strong of an impact. I much preferred The Story because it gave messages I would really relate to. This series seems to be less coherent and understandable. I don’t like the videos. Videos in The Story much better.

· The series has confused me. I am sure that we all go to heaven by grace alone.

· The series is an intro for someone exploring the Christian faith. I have not found it deepening my faith but it’s a good general reminder. Would prefer deeper teaching.
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