Believe
Preaching Cohort Conference Call
Weeks 19-22
This call was held on January 2, 2015, the fifth in a series of monthly calls amongst the 30 Beta Church pastors to share preaching ideas for Believe.  As the first to preach through the 10 beliefs, 10 practices and 10 virtues as a cohesive series, these pastors are coming together as a group to hear from Randy Frazee about his original ideas in assembling the Believe book and the accompanying teaching videos, and to contribute their own thinking on how they would preach these topics. This written transcript has been rearranged to put sermon preparation principles at the beginning of the document, and the remainder has been edited to include only the parts of the conversation related to preaching the content of Chapters 19-22. Tim Rolen from New Hope Community Church in Clovis, California was the moderator of this cohort call. 
Transitioning Into the Virtues
RANDY FRAZEE: My encouragement as some of you begin the practices, is that the over-arching idea of the connection between beliefs, practices and virtues is a great thing to remind people of as you’re going through it, as well as when you are introducing it.  What is the role of spiritual practices to belief?  And the idea is that spiritual practices do two things.  One, they deepen the belief from head to heart.  When you engage in these spiritual practices like worship, what you’re doing is actually taking the concept of who God is and moving it from an intellectual idea to your heart.  And when it’s in your heart, well, that’s where you live from.  Whenever you share your faith you’re deepening your belief in the beauty of salvation and the hope of eternal life.  And, you also engage in the practices to express your faith and to live out your purpose.  
Now when we shift to the concept of virtues, this is an opportunity, as we begin that journey in Chapter 21, to rise above and remind the folks that if we believe – really, truly believe…that is, think like Jesus – if we practice our faith, we act like Jesus, then these beliefs will move to our heart and take root and eventually a bud of fruit will appear on the end of our branches for others to see and taste. Someone made a big deal that it’s not the fruits of the spirit—it’s not that you’re a branch and you’ve got a banana, a peach, and a pear, and a grape. It’s actually one piece of fruit which has a variety of fruit called love that has different hints in it.  It would almost be like the complexity of a glass of wine.  You’ve seen a sommelier swirl a glass of wine and the variety of grape is maybe a cabernet, and then they stick their nose in and they sniff it, they taste it, and they say this has a hint of cinnamon or a hint of earth.  The idea is that the variety of wine here is love, and when I sniff it and when I taste it, I pick up a hint of joy, a hint of gentleness. That’s the over-arching picture, and that’s the beauty.  Who you become is the ultimate expression of the spiritual life which comes about through this internal life with Christ, and our activation of beliefs and practices to get there, and then through that spiritual process a bud of fruit appears in our life.  Not only do we have the nutrients flowing in us that give us the sense that this is an amazing way for me to live, but the fruit is ultimately to be enjoyed by others.  And so others in our community, when they taste our life and they hang around a person of joy, of peace, of patience, of love, of gentleness, of kindness, then that’s the ultimate outcome.  
But you can’t get the fruit by simply wishing you had that fruit or trying hard to live out that fruit.  The spiritual process of developing the fruit of the spirit, or the virtues of Christ, come through this process of abiding in the vine, of beliefs and practices in Christ, and eventually these things begin to transform.  So, my encouragement is that as you move into a new section you give an opportunity for the congregation to see the connection.  And I love the survey idea (see the Preaching Cohort transcript for Chapters 11-14 for Mike McClenahan’s survey idea and survey results), because I think it gives an opportunity for the congregation to express and own and put into their own words what the last section has done for them, and then you’re connecting the dots. Now, practices are not completely disconnected from beliefs and virtues are not completely disconnected from beliefs and practices, but it’s a cycle that’s all working together.  
TIM ROLEN, New Hope Community Church, Clovis, California:  I think one of the things I wish we had time for was to do a sermon on each of your bridges from the Think, Act, Be book.  The bridge that you have in your book between the last chapters of the Act cutting into the Be series, that is just loaded with good material that would be a sermon all in itself.
RANDY:  Yeah.  I wonder about that, guys, because it’s hard enough to teach the virtues.  So, you don’t want to come to the chapter on Love and rise above and get the connection to virtues, to beliefs and practices, and yet you don’t want to dive into the virtues without them understanding this beautiful marriage between these three ideas.  So, you know, it’s hard to recommend to the pastor, to say, okay, it’s a 30-week series, now it’s a 33-week series.    So, does that sound right to everybody?  It’d be nice to almost have a designated time to segue into the next topic by being able to preach on that topic alone?
TIM ROLEN:  For me, it would be wonderful.  I’m following the schedule you all ask, but it would be great to be able to plug in an extra one, and I don’t know that 33 is much more problematic than 30.  
RANDY:  You know, when we did The Story, the biggest, biggest challenge was nobody does 31-week series.  So, Believe is really three 10-week series, and at the end of the day the congregation is not that caught up in 3-week, a 5-week, or a 6-week series.  They’re like, hey, I’m a part of this community of believers and I’d love for us to go somewhere substantial over the course of this ministry season.  I’m not sure 33 weeks would make them say, Well, that’s just too much.  They’re like, I’m actually coming as many weekends as I can; I’m not coming just because you’re starting a brand new series.  That might be an enticement to a new attender, but overall you’ve got multiple entry points with the Believe series, with the Believe practices and virtues.  Interesting stuff.  
Week 19 – Giving My Resources
RANDY FRAZEE:  Chapter 19, Giving My Resources, was designed because a lot of churches, including Oak Hills Church, have a focus on stewardship and giving at the beginning of the year.  Matter of fact, the last three years, we used the month of January to talk about stewardship, not just giving money, but the whole concept of stewarding our lives.  This year we’re not, because we’re engaging in a capital campaign to build a new building.  But anyhow, that’s the idea, and I think the spiritual practices is a great way to introduce the New Year.  So, with Giving My Resources, obviously the first thing we think of is money, and originally this was called Giving My Money, but we changed it to giving away resources, because we think that’s the broader idea, that it’s more than just cash.  So, the Key Idea is, I give away my resources to fulfill God’s purposes.  Now, the Key Verse is 2 Corinthians 8:7, where Paul challenges the Corinthian believers to excel in the grace of giving, so that particular concept does not exclusively involve the idea of giving a physical sort of cash offering.  In 2 Corinthians Paul really emphasized the Macedonian believers who gave of themselves first, so there’s a real direct tie, obviously, of this spiritual practice to the spiritual belief in Stewardship.  If you believe that “everything you are and everything that you own belongs to God” already, then you would certainly want to have an outlet to exercise that by giving it away according to God’s plan.  
The small group focus of the video was on Exodus 35 and 36, in the giving to the temple, which I found to be interesting because it rises above the concept of tithes and has this over-and-above giving.  The emphasis is on a willing heart, which you don’t really feel in the law.  The law is based on here are percentages, here’s the first fruits, here’s the law, here’s the requirement.  But, that whole section in Exodus 35-36 really emphasized, in a very nice way, in connection with 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, the concept of a willing heart, a cheerful heart.  So, the outline of the Believe core book includes the giving of tithes and offerings, which is laid down in the law, and then there’s the category of scriptures on why we give. These include the concept that contentment is found in God not in money, and the last two passages are on generosity in action, found in Acts 4 where you get a peek into the first church, particularly the emphasis on Barnabas, and then 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, which is the core idea.  
One idea we just recently did at Oak Hills is we  laid out a one-page vision on how our congregation can think about giving in terms of what’s our particular perspective as a church.  So, if you have developed something like that, it might not be a bad idea to lay out for people.  Probably the thing that’s getting the most attention right now around the country, that I know of, is Robert Morris’ work, which is a pretty heavy emphasis of giving the first fruits of the tithe to the church.  So, we had Robert Morris in a couple of years ago and it produced tremendous results in our church.  Even though we don’t follow the exact teachings of Morris, we found that his passion was pretty helpful.  And then there’s the notion that giving goes beyond money; it’s the giving of yourself, first, which generates this creativity.  The parable of the shrewd manager comes to mind. Jesus really compelled the people to think creatively, or shrewdly, about how to multiply their resources.  That can lead into offering up your home, offering up your automobile, giving away your extra clothes.  There are all kinds of ways that our people can think about giving away our resources.  So, I’ll stop there and let you guys share some ideas, particularly, those who have already done the message, and just see what you guys think.
CHUCK HILDBOLD, Jennerstown United Methodist Church, Jennerstown, Pennsylvania:  Randy, I haven’t preached on this, yet, but is it possible to receive what you wrote up as far as your one page report, just to get an idea of something that you had given your church?
RANDY:  Yes, I would.  [INCLUDED AT THE END OF THIS TRANSCRIPT] We just did it and our board just approved it. We find that our congregation is saying, hey, there are all these ideas out there, but what is our church’s position? I think you’ll find it really interesting.  Our perspective of giving is a little bit more liberal in terms of giving our congregation sort of liberality, but I think it would give you a template for identifying what your congregation can understand that you as a pastor, would consider success.  
TIM ROLEN, New Hope Community Church, Clovis, California:  Randy, we’re going to be doing this chapter next Sunday.  For the first time in 30 years of ministry I actually preached on tithing two years ago.  I was always terrified of the subject.  Our church had always met budget, so I was afraid to mess things up.  That was a mistake on my part.  I can tell you the difference since we preached on it.  The difference in our giving, here, changed considerably, and I had to repent over my carelessness.  But, I did it in two ways in a two-part series.  Part of the idea I borrowed from Bill Hybels.  I opened with the first sermon on why it is that I tithe.  What are the blessings for my wife and me?  And, it was very personal.  And so after the personal sermon, I then did a biblical sermon.  I mean, my personal reasons were biblical, but I approached it from what I felt like was a non-threatening way to begin with, and then as the second portion I got very direct biblically.  
ILLUSTRATION: Just one bit of humor that I used was the example of fly paper, which has on it the substance that’s kind of like honey.  It’s very sticky.  And the principle was simple.  The fly says I want the honey, want the honey, want the honey.  And he lands and he eats and he says I’ve got the honey, I’ve got the honey, I’ve got the honey.  And then he tries to leave and the paper says I’ve got the fly, I’ve got the fly, I’ve got the fly.  [Laughter]  And people today say I want the money and I want the stuff, and then the stuff says, I’ve got you.  
RANDY:  I think you have to approach the giving of resources from something other than the church needs you to take money that really matters to you to fund something that we decided on and you have nothing to do with.  I think that’s a really hard sell.  It has to come from the concept of spiritual life.  I find, even this weekend, at Oak Hills, just constantly giving our people a vision that collecting our resources together means we can do some compelling things together.  And, I also think there’s the concept of our spiritual benefits and blessings when we do so.  But, this idea of giving money to the church to support our causes is becoming an increasingly difficult sell with the fragmentation of the number of things that people can give to, today.
BURT BROCK, First Christian Church of Morgantown, Morgantown, Pennsylvania:  I’ve entitled this coming weeks’ message as The Importance of Giving, and I really enjoy just kind of pulling from the italicized sections of the book.  When it comes to the importance of giving, I see a lot of the reasons expressed in all of the italicized comments in the chapter, and I’m hoping to draw people’s attention to some of those things – 
· Giving demonstrates an allegiance to God
· Giving helps take care of God’s property
· Giving keeps greed at bay 
· Giving helps avoid money’s seductive lure
· Giving meets the needs of people – the hungry are fed and people are clothed 
· Giving helps convey our love and worship for God  
· Giving helps us keep our priorities in the right order  
· Giving helps us attain a level of Godly contentment 
Then I’m going to launch into a focused look on 2 Corinthians 8:1-15: 
A. The Corinthian Problem
B. The Macedonian Example
C. Our Motivation: Christ
In the 2 Corinthians passage Paul points out that because of Christ’s choice of poverty we become rich. Jesus is our motivation for giving of anything we’ve got, because he gave up everything for us. There should be this understanding that I’m certainly not paying for my salvation; can’t do that, but, I’m so overwhelmed with what Jesus did for me that I actually consider myself rich.  Paul says that where we think we don’t have anything, we actually have everything to give.  We’re made rich in fellowship.  So, that’s the direction I was going to.
RANDY:  That’s fantastic.  That’s fantastic.
Week 20 – Sharing My Faith 
RANDY:  This is the last practice, Chapter 20, Sharing My Faith.  The Key Idea is: I share my faith to fulfill God’s purposes.  The Key Verse we selected was Ephesians 6:19 where it’s just real interesting that Paul, who is certainly considered the evangelist of all evangelists of the first century, asked for the Ephesians believers to pray for him that he would have courage to share his faith.  And too, it’s always kind of curious that it’s hard to share bad news, but good news is extremely exciting to share.  So why is Paul asking for courage to share good news?  It seems like he wouldn’t need courage to share good news.  It seems like he would have to restrain himself.  But, obviously, there is a tie to beliefs.  You wouldn’t want to share your faith if you did not believe in the core idea of Christ, God, salvation and eternity.  I mean, I think salvation and eternity – if you truly believe those in the heart – they would automatically compel you to share your faith.  So, does a person who genuinely believes in the exclusivity of salvation through Christ and the concept of eternity that’s being offered because of that – can a person who really embraces those in their heart really get through life without sharing their faith?  You know, when you share your faith - you’re compelled to do so - it signals that you genuinely believe something.  So, I think that sharing your faith not only is of benefit to the person who is receiving it, but sharing your faith is also a spiritual practice that deepens your sense of embracing of the concept of salvation and of eternity.  
The small group focus is on Acts Chapter 8, with Philip and the Ethiopian, and the small group video that I did really emphasized the concept of process; that there is a process that unfolds in the encounter with Philip and the Ethiopian in terms of a divine appointment and in terms of responding to the questions.  
The outline of that chapter is: 
A. The call to share our faith, which is dealing with the concept that Israel was designed to be a blessing to all nations, as well as the passage in 2 Corinthians 5 on the ministry of reconciliation.    
B. Sharing our faith through our life is a story not talked about very much out of 2 Kings, and the servant girl that shared with Naaman, which is a great story  of sharing your faith through your life, which is what she did.  And I think the real tie there is that she emphasized the person being able to hear the prophet, and I wonder if one of the easiest ways for our people to share their faith is to say, I’m a little intimidated to unpack it for you, but our church is something I’m really, really proud of, and if I would love to have you come and hear and be a part of this community. You know, the old fashioned idea that Willow Creek was built on, which was the power of invitation.  I think it was a Gallup study that said 50% of your neighbors who don’t go to church said they would go if you just gave them a personal invitation.  
C. Sharing your faith through your words.  That’s Philip, and Paul’s struggle out of Ephesians.  
D. Sharing your faith with everyone is the story of Jonah, and then also Romans 10 where we have the idea of how are they going to hear without a preacher. The fact is you’re not the only preacher in the church.  The idea of “preacher” is the concept of “messenger.”
So, that’s just kind of the outline, guys.  I don’t know if you have any creative ideas that you want to share, or thoughts, but that’s Chapter 20.  
TIM ROBERTS, Stuart Congregational Church, Stuart, Florida:  We’re just starting the second half this week on Biblical Community but, in making some notes about this chapter on Sharing My Faith, one of the illustrations that I have noted, you all feel free to steal.  I was driving down the Interstate, I-95, in central Florida.  There was a huge billboard.  One of these nice, expensive LED billboards, and it was clearly sponsored by a Muslim group, and I was really surprised at the advertisement.  It said, “Find Jesus in the Koran.”  And, I had never seen that approach toward Islam, which clearly is an appeal toward people who are in a Judeo-Christian culture and society.  And, it struck me that can be a helpful illustration of how, when and if we abdicate our sharing of our faith, others will step in, from other churches.  And it’s just a powerful reminder of that need.  And we can think of other traditions that we would not want to promote Jesus, necessarily, in our place. It was a sobering kind of in-your-face.  
RANDY:  I’ve never…..wow…..that’s amazing.  The Muslims have been very low-key in terms of billboard advertisement, haven’t they?  So, that might be signaling a new day, huh?  And, you know, the reality…..getting back to the power of the Believe experience, is that basically all the indicators are that most Christians don’t completely get the distinction between Christianity, Muslim, Judaism, Buddhism, and so what they’re doing is when people are switching…..they’re not just switching churches, today, but there is wholesale switching of overall religions, and when asked the people are just not even knowledgeable that it even mattered.  They were just looking for a new community.  Fascinating.  Did you get a picture of that billboard?
TIM ROBERTS:  I did not.  
RANDY:  It’s hard if you’re going 60 miles an hour!  
TIM ROBERTS:  Right.  Right.  [Laughter]  
RANDY:  He got the picture, but our brother went to Heaven!  [Laughter]
UNKNOWN:  Meet Jesus right now!  [Laughter]
UNKNOWN:  And he’s not in the Koran.  [Laughter]
RANDY:  Fascinating.  Anybody else?
BURT BROCK:  All I can tell you is I’m planning to push the 2 Corinthians 5 passage.  
RANDY:  Yeah.  You’re really landing on that ministry of reconciliation.
BURT BROCK:  In the chapters, I like concentrating on just one passage.  I try to bring in the other things to support it, but I like the idea of just kind of being in one passage for a bit.  
RANDY:  Well, the benefit of the Believe experience is that the congregation has been saturated, if they’ve read it, in a range of theology that’s from multiple passages.  The small group is going to come at it from a different angle.  So, I think the idea that you can say here’s the big idea, but let me just drill down on this one, is really good.  So, sometimes the pastor likes to teach here’s the broad 30-thousand foot perspective. Sometimes you pick a familiar passage, sometimes you pick an obscure one just because it will get the attention of the person who has been in church a long time, so it just gives you a lot of variety.
BURT BROCK:  I publish which passages I’m going to emphasize. We publish a reading schedule, just to post the main passages for those who didn’t get one of the Bibles, so it’s become sort of a testing game, like where is he?  What’s he going to do this week?  I’ve tried to fan that flame a little bit, just for people to read the chapter and then ask, I wonder which one he’s going to cover this week?  I kind of want to naturally follow up the 2 Corinthians 8 passage with staying in the same section of scripture, so I focused in on that.  Though, I will say, preliminarily I had thought about going back and emphasizing those core beliefs that before you share your faith you have to know what your faith is, so take some time and review those 10 core beliefs. That way, if you’re out there sharing your faith, if you believe, do you know what you believe?  I do know I’m going to acknowledge the previous 10 beliefs.  
RANDY:  Yeah.  That’s good.  
MIKE MCLENAHAN, Solana Beach Presbyterian, Solana Beach, California:  (Comments about a survey taken at Solana Beach Pres before Week 11 were moved to the Preaching Cohort transcript for Chapters 11-14. The actual survey results were included in that transcript.) We haven’t done this message on Sharing My Faith, but one of the things that has really impressed me in the last few years around people sharing their faith is how inadequate people feel about their own story.  They don’t think they have anything to say.  The Just Walk Across the Room series that we did a few years ago from Bill Hybels really emphasized people’s abilities to tell their own story.  A good exercise was to have each person in the small group share their story in 10 minutes.  And, not leave it with and so I became a Christian but get to and here’s how I’m growing right now.  We assume that people feel comfortable sharing their faith, but most people don’t know that they have a story until they share it with their trusted friends, and their trusted friends say, oh, my gosh, that’s amazing, and they say, what’s amazing – well, your story, what you just shared – and they’re surprised that they actually have anything to offer.  I think we take for granted that people are ready to share a compelling witness without having practiced with people that they are most comfortable with.
RANDY:  That’s really, really good.  I think that’s powerful.  Going back to the Key Verse where Paul’s saying, I need to share this; would you pray for me?  Paul is needing people to pray that he would have the courage to share a story.  Maybe you have the struggle, as well, and maybe you’re thinking you have to dissect and exegete the text, and certainly that would be helpful, but, really, it’s about telling your encounter with God. And I love that – not just stopping with I became a Christian but here are the amazing benefits that I’m seeing.  That’s a brilliant practice.  And, obviously, the practice is, you don’t want to just teach them, but you want to find a way for the congregation to engage in their actual life.  
Chapter 21 - Love
RANDY:  Chapter 21 is Love. The Key Idea is I’m committed to loving God and loving others.  the Key Verse is 1 John 4: 10-11. The outline in the core book is:
A. The greatest commandment, which are all the scriptures that list the greatest commandment.  
B. The capacity to love, which is a focus really on the new commandment and the teaching, primarily, of John.  
C. A loving example, which is the story of Jonathan and David, which is really a touching example of unconditional love.  
I don’t know if you guys ever thought about it, but if you study the expression of the greatest commandment, Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind, and Love your neighbor as yourself,  after Jesus introduces the new commandment, the great commandment doesn’t appear again.  So, it is as though the new commandment that Jesus gives, where he says, By this all men will know you’re my disciples if you love one another, it’s as though the new commandment didn’t eliminate the greatest commandment, but it changed the very structure of it.  The law said you have to love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and I think most of us feel like, man, I just don’t do that very well, and then love your neighbor as yourself.  In John’s teaching he basically says that the main focus is for you to learn to receive God’s love, as when Jesus said, The Father’s love is in me and I have passed it on to you.  I think the idea is that the first step is that a child cannot possibly love a parent as much as the parent loves the child, and a parent’s number one concern is not that the child loves them as much as they love their child, as much as it is that they want to see their child grow up and deliver that healthy love to their mate, to their children, to their neighbor, and whenever they are delivering that healthy love forward it gives evidence that the love of the parent is in the child.  There’s a little bit of a shift in the teaching of the commandments with the teaching of Jesus where the main focus of John’s writings is learning to receive the love of God, which you cannot see, but whenever you transfer that to somebody else it gives evidence that the love of God is in you.  So, I found that to just be fascinating that Jesus fulfilled the greatest commandment, then took it to another level and expression, which I find a little bit easier than the greatest commandment.  
Chapter 22 - Joy
RANDY: Let’s move on to 22 real quick.  Chapter 22 is the virtue of Joy.  The biggest idea here, without me just reading the obvious, is that most people’s joy is associated with their circumstances.  If my circumstances are acceptable to me, then I rejoice.  And the Christian life certainly has that component, as well.  But, where the Christian life differs is in the Key Idea that we can experience joy despite our circumstances.  And the question is, how is that possible?  And that’s the beauty of this particular virtue.  In our research, women struggle more with joy than men, and there’s something about the make-up of women where regardless of their circumstances, they could be from a wealthy, they could be healthy, or they could be from an impoverished situation, but it seems that regardless of their environment women struggle with this internal sense of contentment and purpose and joy even more so than men, although men certainly suffer from it, and it comes down to this idea that circumstances overwhelm them and rob them of their joy.  The Key Verse is John 15:11.  It goes back to the concept that he says if you abide in the vine, which is keeping his commandments.  It’s not apart from a relationship with me, so it’s not just head knowledge, but in abiding with me you keep my commandments, which means that you know the core beliefs and you’re practicing them.  That’s your part.  And then I send these nutrients through this spiritual relationship that ultimately produces fruit.  The fruit that he emphasized in John 15 was joy.  He said, I want my joy to be made complete in you.  So, he talks about this joy that he wants us to have by abiding in him, and we abide in him by keeping his commandments, which is engaging or practicing our faith.  
In the small group material we focused on the Feast of Tabernacles.  I had to do an equal number of Old Testament passages to New Testament, so the Feast of Tabernacles may be an odd idea.  The children of Israel in Nehemiah 8 had not practiced the Feast of Tabernacles for 140 years and, so as they were reading the scriptures they noticed that the next festival coming up was the Feast of Tabernacles.  They didn’t want to just read the Word of God.  They wanted to practice it, because they felt like that’s where blessing was at, so they engaged in the Feast of Tabernacles, and it basically said it brought them great joy, and it had never been celebrated since the days of Joshua like it had been there.  And the idea behind the Feast of Tabernacles, was, this is the celebration whereby they would build a tent, a week-long camping experience on the roofs of their houses or outside, to be reminded that during the wilderness experience God provided for them.  When you engage in the experience of remembering and rehearsing all that God has brought you through, it gives you great confidence that regardless of what your circumstances are now, he is going to get you through this, and ultimately you’re in a no-lose situation and you can have joy.  So, what’s the Feast of Tabernacles for believers, today?  So, you might want to do a camp-out on your church property.  [Laughter]
BURT BROCK:  Could you set it up and preach it from inside the tent?  [Laughter]
RANDY:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Put a big tent out on your property and have one service.
BURT BROCK:  We actually did that.  We had an old time revival and had a tent set out on the grounds, and had an old tent revival.  That actually became pretty cool!
CHUCK HILDBOLD:  I don’t think that will go really well in the mountains of Pennsylvania at the end of January, though.  [Laughter]
RANDY:  Yeah, I’m thinking the timing of this is not really that great, huh?  [Laughter]  They have those thermal sleeping bags!  You know, because the time of year is not that great, if you were to teach this odd concept from the Feast of Tabernacles, and then encourage families to do a little camp-out in the back yard, and in that experience around a little fire, just rehearse all that God has done in the history of your family to get you through things, to give you confidence for the future and bring joy. We have a son, David, who was born without a hand.  He is now a lawyer in Indianapolis, loves God.  He’s 26 years old and man, when he was born 26 years ago, it just was devastating to us. Yet we look back and see God’s will in that, and we’re not robbed of joy today because we know he saw us through that, and not only did he see us through it, there are blessings in having a son without a hand that you can’t get with having five sons with two hands.  
If you want to teach from Philippians, I did a series on Philippians and just pulled out all of the principles of joy taught by Paul in the book of Philippians, and I discovered that he’d been under house arrest, and it’s amazing to me the attitude he had while he was under house arrest.   I spotted 20 principles on joy from Philippians, which is a big part of this chapter, and half of them were explicitly taught by Paul, and the other half were caught from Paul by listening to how he developed a joyful attitude while under house arrest.  So, if you read the book of Philippians, you can do a message on joy just by saying, okay, Paul is in a situation where normally you would be depressed, but listen to the joy.  The treatise on joy comes from a guy essentially in prison.  He’s teaching about joy, and he’s also expressing how he has joy in the circumstances.  
· Chapter 1 was Joy In Spite of My Circumstances
· Chapter 2 was Joy In Spite of Other People
· Chapter 3 was Joy In Spite of My Past
· Chapter 4 was Joy In Spite of My Stuff  
And, so, if you want to do one on Philippians, I can certainly send those 20 principles if you like the idea of those four categories.  
The 20 Principles of Joy are included at the end of this transcript. 



Oak Hills Church
Generosity Language

At OHC we believe we serve a loving God who created and owns all things.  Through his grace and generosity he has given us everything we possess and asks that we be good stewards or managers of it. We believe “tithing” (a tenth) and “first fruits” (the first of what we have) were given in the OT as a tutor to teach God’s people to put him first.  While the New Testament does not explicitly state that Christians are to give 10%, it seems reasonable as a starting place. Actually, the NT goes even further and calls all Christians to sow generously or practice generosity (2 Corinthians 8-9). Christ gave us his all; our heart should desire to give him back our all. Christians are to examine their hearts and make a determination as to what they will give out of gratitude to the Lord and then cheerfully keep that commitment. Giving the “first fruits” from our resources remains a good spiritual practice to demonstrate the priority of God in our lives. 

As a growing disciple of Christ you should regularly go through the spiritual process of deciding what to give according to the Lord’s grace in your life (2 Cor. 9:7a) and then execute on that decision – not reluctantly or under compulsion (2 Cor. 9:7b). The total amount you have decided to give may be given in full to OHC or a portion given to other ministries that advance the cause of Christ. The leaders of OHC, with God as our helper, commit to be good stewards of all the resources God’s people bring to the church. We encourage you to give generously and cheerfully, as God moves your heart, to expand his Kingdom until he comes. 

Elder and Staff Version (replace second paragraph)

Elders and staff of OHC are expected to lead the way by regularly going through the spiritual process of deciding what to give according to the Lord’s grace (2 Cor. 9:7a) and then execute on that decision – not reluctantly or under compulsion (2 Cor. 9:7b) To demonstrate your confidence and support, a generous portion of those gifts should be given to OHC. 
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Phil-Up on JOY (logo)
Key Concept:  “I have inner contentment and purpose.”

SIDE 1:
Philippians Chapter 1
Key Concept: I have inner contentment and purpose... in spite of my CIRCUMSTANCES by:
•	Praying with joy by thanking God for the people in my life. (Phil. 1:3-8)
•	Learning how to love. (Phil. 1:9-11)
•	Seeing the glass as half full. (Phil. 1:12-18a)
•	Embracing my “no lose” situation. (Phil. 1:18b-26)
•	Always taking the high road without fear. (Phil. 1:27-30)

SIDE 2:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Philippians Chapter 2
Key Concept: I have inner contentment and purpose… in spite of PEOPLE by:
•	Getting on the same page as my family and community. (Phil. 2:1-2)
•	Elevating others above myself. (Phil. 2:3-11)
•	Not being a grumpy person. (Phil. 2:12-18)
•	Finding joy in other people’s success. (Phil. 2:19-24)
•	Doing right by other people. (Phil. 2:25-30)

SIDE 3:
Philippians Chapter 3
Key Concept: I have inner content and purpose… in spite of my PAST by:
•	Staying clear of legalism. (Phil. 3:1-6)
•	Obsessing on everything Jesus. (Phil. 3:7-11)
•	Putting my past behind me. (Phil. 3:13a)
•	Focusing on the future. (Phil. 3:13b)
•	Surrounding myself with the right people. (Phil. 3:17-21)
SIDE 4: 
Philippians Chapter 4
Key Concept: I have inner contentment and purpose… in spite of my STUFF by:
•	Seeking reconciliation in my relationships. (Phil. 4:1-3)
•	Giving what troubles me to God. (Phil. 4:6-7)
•	Rehearsing my blessings daily. (Phil. 4:8)
•	Letting people help me. (Phil. 4:10, 14-19)
•	Accepting that more stuff and money isn’t the answer. (Phil. 4:11-13)

BOTTOM:
Facts about the Book of Philippians
•	The book is a letter written by Paul.
•	Paul wrote the letter from a Roman prison.
•	Epaphroditus carried the Philippian letter from Rome back to Philippi, approximately 800 miles.
•	The church at Philippi was the first congregation Paul established on the continent of Europe.
•	The words “joy” and “rejoice” occur 16 times in the Book of Philippians.
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