Believe

Preaching Cohort Conference Call

Weeks 8-10
This call was held on October 9, 2014, the third in a series of monthly calls amongst the 30 Beta Church pastors to share preaching ideas for Believe.  As the first to preach through the 10 beliefs, 10 practices and 10 virtues as a cohesive series, these pastors are coming together as a group to hear from Randy Frazee about his original ideas in assembling the Believe book and the accompanying teaching videos, and to contribute their own thinking on how they would preach these topics. This written transcript has been rearranged to put sermon preparation principles at the beginning of the document, and the remainder has been edited to include only the parts of the conversation related to preaching the content of Chapters 8-10. 
Preaching the Connection Between Beliefs, Practices and Virtues.
And, Memorizing.  And Tee Shirts.
RANDY FRAZEE:  First of all, a BIG idea that I think is really important to see that the beliefs, practices and virtues are a way of looking at life, that ultimately who you’re becoming (which are the virtues) are anchored in these beliefs that need to not only reside in your head, but in your heart.  And the way that they move from the head to the heart predominantly comes through the spiritual practices.  So, there’s a continual tie there that I think is pretty dynamic.  And I thought that these last three beliefs are key drivers to some of the main activity that communally you do as a church.  So, in some cases you can go across and tie a belief to a practice to a virtue.  For example, under the belief of Compassion - which is, I believe God calls all Christians to show compassion to those in need – this has a tremendous outcome in the practice of Offering Time, which has a tremendous outcome in who your people are becoming in terms of Kindness & Goodness.  And, so, what we’re suggesting in this series is that if our people don’t embrace or buy this belief of Compassion – it’s really a belief more than an activity, at this point – if our people don’t get that in their heart, it’s not likely that the offering of their time either individually in their neighborhood or collectively as a church is going to be that robust.  But, if a believer does get this concept of Compassion into their heart, it’s going to make all of the initiatives and offering of their time in kind and good ways to serve the ministries of the church or reach out to the community or world really pretty substantial.  
If you look at this concept of Stewardship, you see the same thing.  This is a belief that everything I am or own belongs to God.  If the folks in the congregation don’t buy this idea it’s going to make the practice of giving away their resources – not only their financial resources, but all of their resources including themselves – very hard for them to get behind.  But if they get it, they’re going to be much more free to do that.  Which I think results in the virtue of Faithfulness.  They will be faithful to steward what doesn’t ultimately belong to them, but belongs to God.  
And then the final belief is Eternity, this belief that there is a heaven and a hell and that Jesus is returning to judge the earth and to establish his eternal kingdom.  That’s a mouthful.  But, if the folks don’t really embrace or buy this in their heart, then I think the practice of sharing their faith will be less compelling.  You know, what would compel a person to share their faith robustly would be that they totally believe what’s coming for the future and the essential relationship one has to have with Jesus to pull that off.  Which I think really results in the virtue of Hope – the idea that you have hope for the future.  And that really makes the believer’s message pretty strong, but more than anything it makes who they have become really attractive to the folks around them.  
So, I just wanted to continue to re-emphasize the relationship between belief, practice and virtue.  And these last three practices which are more horizontal in nature – the first five beliefs were more vertical in nature – these last five are more horizontal in nature. If our folks really get ahold of these beliefs, it will sort of catapult spiritual practices that are critical to the church in terms of growing the ministry of the church, as well as reaching out around the community and the world.  So, I’ll stop there and see if anybody has any thoughts about that.
SHELLEY LEITH:  Would you recommend including what you just said in any of the sermons on the Beliefs?  Like, would you be kind of giving people a glimpse as to the connection between the three up front?
RANDY:  You know, I think it’s just like in The Story, where you continually reinforce the concepts of the upper and lower story. In Believe, the over-arching idea is that these are not just individual chapters, but they are linked together with the beliefs, practices and virtues. If folks can see that biblical beliefs are not just an intellectual pursuit, but they drive everything about us, and particularly the life of the church in terms of these horizontal practices that drive our ministries, that drive our outreach.  And so I think it might be helpful, just as a suggestion, to begin to instruct the congregation that these just aren’t individual chapters that sit in isolation of one another, but they all link together. If they hope to become a person of Kindness & Goodness, it’s going to ultimately come down to this belief in Compassion.  Do they really…..not just in their mind, but in their heart…..do they really embrace that this is God’s call in their life?  
SHELLEY:  All right.  As you guys are preaching this, have you been building any of this connection into your messages?  

BURT BROCK, First Christian Church of Morgantown, Morgantown, Indiana:   Yeah, I have, which I really want to hit hard as we come out of Chapter 10 and into Chapter 11.  We’ve really challenged the people to memorize these key ideas and verses conversationally, and to be able to say to a person, hey, listen, I believe God created everything.  He’s my Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, and I believe that he cares about me.  He cares about me so much he saved me from my sin.  I believe this because this is in the Bible, and it’s not only for me, it’s for everyone, and he is so great and awesome, he adds me to the church, you know, and through that is the reason I’m compassionate with people.  We’ve been trying to teach them how to memorize these ideas in a conversational way, instead of verbatim, verbatim, verbatim.  Now we haven’t de-emphasized the verbatim with the verses; a Bible verse is a Bible verse so it needs to be memorized as it’s stated.  But for the key ideas I’ve tried to encourage linking them together, so that they all flow together with the ultimate goal of being able to have a natural answer for someone they encounter in the world who says, well, why do you believe?  You know?  Or, what do you believe?  
RANDY:  That’s excellent, Burt.  I’m doing a little promotional filming to go back to one of our early motivations that Rozanne and I had for our four children when they were smaller. We taught them these basic ideas, and our motivation was when they left our home and were in the university or wherever they were at, if either a seeker asked them, or maybe a cynical person was sort of chiding them, that they would say, how much time do you have?  I would really like to chat with you through these.  And give them a framework through which to talk about them.  That’s fantastic!
BURT BROCK:  Well, to me, they just flow naturally.  I mean, I believe in God.  I believe he loves me.  You know?  I believe he saved me.  I think, from that standpoint, they do all link together.

RANDY:  Which is a powerful thing if our folks are able to treat these biggest ideas that drive the Christian life in a conversational style.  That could surprisingly be one of our strongest evangelism tools that we’ve ever created!  
BURT BROCK:  And that’s why I really love the tee shirt idea – Ask me what I believe.  But, we’re going to produce the tee shirts at the end.  By then I feel like we’ve armed our people, we’ve given them the ammunition, so to speak!  So, they can then wear those tee shirts and almost challenge people.  Go ahead!  Ask me!  Ask me what I believe!!  Cause THIS is what I believe! And this is what I DO because this is what I believe, and because this is the kind of person I want to be.  I want to be more like Christ!
RANDY:  That’s good!  Yeah.  It’s like, ask me in 30 weeks – I’ll know!!! 
BURT BROCK:  Pilot’s question of Christ is so relevant today, you know.  What is truth?  What IS truth?  That’s what I think our culture is struggling with that right now.  What IS truth?  And that’s what we’re learning.  We’re learning truth.

RANDY:  And I think, particularly, as the culture gets worn out on the idea that there is no truth, and that kind of leaves them bottomless, I think that the Christian can come along and, without arrogance, but with just great confidence in their life, say, this is what I believe.  And I think the watching world is going to be pretty excited about it.  But that has been a missing element, based on all the research.  Particularly, the one that I used was the Gallop research, which shows that in our day and age, most Christians do not know what they believe, or why.  Which was a big driver for Believe.  I like what you’re doing because it is not just a lesson, you’re really mobilizing your congregation to be able to tell the story.  

SHELLEY:  I was at New Life Chapel in Hesperia, California last weekend for their Week 2 sermon, and I was at Crossroads Christian in Corona, California the week before for their Week 1 sermon, and both congregations were peppered with people wearing “Ask me what I believe” tee shirts.  At New Life Chapel, they invited me to just say a word, and I said, I can’t believe you guys are actually wearing this shirt!  I mean, I was so encouraged by that, especially at the front end, since at that point people may not know the answer to the question!  [Laughter]  But, I wonder about the idea of maybe introducing the shirt at week 11, after you’ve done the Beliefs?  

MULTIPLE VOICES:  Various positive comments of agreement. 

SHELLEY:  And that might be a nice, new injection of energy. You’ve got the 10 Beliefs down, and maybe that’s a good time to try the shirts.  The people at New Life Chapel – that’s a Foursquare congregation –they say that they have witnessing opportunities all the time!  People ask them the question on the shirt, and so they just start telling them their testimony.  They’ve had fantastic results with people wearing these shirts!  So, who woulda guessed?!!  
RANDY:  But you know what, Shelley…..what I like about your suggestion there, I think, at the end could also be a real nice…..let’s not let this experience die, now, let’s get the tee shirts.  But I also like it after 10 weeks, just to keep the congregation energized for the power of this for 20 more weeks.
BURT BROCK:  That’s true.

Week 8 – Compassion 

RANDY:  God calls all Christians to show compassion to those in need.  Psalm 82:3-5 is the key verse, which is that defend the cause of the weak and the fatherless passage. What I like about the context of that is that it’s God coming onto the scene, and these judges and rulers would meet in the great assembly hall and they would sit in judgment of cases, and God in this Psalm is saying, okay, now I’m sitting in judgment of you.  I’m in judgment of you rulers and judges, and I’m going to judge you on how well you did in defending the cause of the weak and the fatherless, or the oppressed.  And so there’s just a wonderful sense that God is watching every single situation, and he hasn’t let the plight of the hurting, the poor, those suffering from injustice escape his view, and that he’s going to bring it all into a state of justice.  

The other little nugget that I’ve always found really helpful in relieving the pressure is just to take the word compassion and break it into its compound parts, which literally means to “suffer with.” I think that’s a very good insight for our people to say God’s not calling you to necessarily “fix” people’s problems, he’s calling you to come along side of them and enter into their suffering with them.  And I think of Job’s friends, how they did their best work when they sat in the ashes with him for seven days and didn’t say anything.  They entered into the suffering with him.  It’s when they opened up their mouth and tried to fix it they got themselves into trouble.  So, I think that could be very insightful for the people to know that the ultimate call of compassion is to try to bring resolution and healing, but at the end of the day the entry point for compassion is merely to just suffer with that person, care about them, enter into it.  I really like the work of Robert Lupton in his book Toxic Charity, as well as Giving Until It Hurts – if you guys haven’t read those books, those are insightful books that give some meat on the exercise of showing compassion.  We need to do it in a way that upholds the dignity of the people that are receiving our help, and also in a way that’s most effective.  So that’s another resource.  
The passage that I use, that’s in the children’s material that I taught from, is on the Good Samaritan.  That’s what I used in the small group curriculum.  And I also referred back to the Rodney Stark work, if you haven’t done that yet, The Rise of Christianity, particularly as it related to the epidemics.  The response of the Christians during the two world-wide epidemics in the west – small pox and measles –how the Christians responded based upon their belief that God had called them to show compassion, to love their neighbor, and even love their enemy as themselves, is just pretty compelling.  And then to ponder, what if we were to believe this concept so severely, like they did then, what would happen to our community around us?  

JOHN COLLINS, First Church of Christ, Altoona, Pennsylvania:   I don’t know if you saw, this week - it got a lot of air play - the gentleman who supposedly helped a 78-year-old woman that was standing on the side of the road, and she had a sign about being hungry, and I guess he stopped and gave her some money, and minutes later he witnessed her driving away in a new 2014 car.  There’s a viral video out there of him confronting her and, you know, with this subject matter, I wonder how many people are doing to have seen that, or know about that, and I know this guy got a lot of air play in saying he was never helping anyone ever again!  

RANDY:  Yeah!  That is…..that might be very timely.  And I think that what it’s doing is it’s uncovering that there are effective ways to do compassion, and then there are ways that actually hurt those who need it, and there are those who take advantage (we call that pan-handling in Texas), where the persons actually make quite a little business out of it.  We can’t let our people become cynical because of those who take advantage of it, as well as instructing our people in how to help in a genuinely helpful way. In San Antonio we have a lot of poverty in the inner loops of our city, and particularly amongst our Hispanic families, and it’s real common for the affluent Anglo church on the outskirts of the suburbs to get in a church van and drive into the west side of our town and mow the lawns right in front of the father of an Hispanic family, and you never see him!  Where did he go?  He stayed back in his room.  And then we drive out to the suburbs again and all gather together again to talk about how effective we were.  And yet, in reality, we took dignity away from the guy.  There’s got to be a better way to do that.  So, obviously, you know, the drive of this is not to talk about how to do some compassion, but I think those could be some real helpful things.  And you might want to check out that video link and use it this weekend.  
TIM ROLEN, New Hope Community, Clovis, California:  Okay.  There is also a great book I just found on the Good Samaritan as the basis of the story, a book called Get Off Your Donkey by Reggie McNeal.  

RANDY:  Oh, I love him.  Yeah.

TIM ROLEN:  It does a great job of the subject of compassion, and it’s pretty creative, so one I would recommend.  

RANDY:  Yeah.  I would read anything Reggie put out.  I haven’t read that one, yet, but he is a very insightful. So, hopefully that gives you guys some good nuggets, and those of you who are coming along behind these churches that are preaching it Chapter 8 already, I’m behind you and I’m looking so forward to stealing your stuff!  

TIM ROLEN: And I think Rodney Stark’s principle, particularly with the Ebola breakout is very timely.  We’ve got a group we’re taking to Africa in February, and one of the big concerns is, you know, should this stop us from going?

BURT BROCK: I’m preaching the Good Samaritan this Sunday, because I thought out of all the verses in the chapter – it just brought all of the verses together into one focal point.  You know?  You have two guys in the story who should have known the Old Testament laws we read, you know, not acting upon them.  

BURT BROCK: I thought the parable shows us compassion is very deep. Randy, I loved your italicized explanation of suffering with, and you get into that word, compassion, it really referred to the bowels, that you hurt for somebody.  You just pain for them.  And so you have a fellow who took pity on the man.  He saw…..he saw…..he just hurt for him.  And God said to his people, I want you to be compassionate because, remember, you were slaves.  Remember what this was like for you. To me, compassion is just seeing a need and responding.  And Jesus seemed to put that emphasis, that the priest saw him, the Samaritan saw him.  He says that three times.  I saw him.  I saw him.  
RANDY:  And I think another idea of this is the concept of do unto others as you’d have them do unto you.  You know?  The Golden Rule.  It’s like all you have to do is turn the tables around and it’s you who are the one who’s hurting.  You’re the one who’s lonely.  You’re the one with the rug pulled out from under you.  I was watching the news this morning where the Cincinnati Bengals player – I don’t know if you saw that – where his daughter is suffering from pediatric cancer, and the opposing, hosting football team, the Patriots, they did a big deal on it and the cheerleaders put on his jersey and they showed the video of him, a YouTube video, I think it was, and there’s this picture of this big football player with a tear rolling down his cheek. It’s amazing when you’re on the receiving end of people entering in. They didn’t fix the daughter’s cancer, although they are raising money for her foundation, but the thing that overwhelmed him was that people cared about him and his daughter.  

BURT BROCK:  Yeah. I read a quote, and I believe it was by Lord Byron, who said that “the dew of compassion is a tear,” so I plan to use that.  

RANDY:  Ummm.  That’s good.  I wrote that down!
BURT BROCK:  Those tears.  That sense of passion.  It is no mistake that the word passion is so much a part of the word compassion, because it is.  It’s just part of our passion.  And, you know, James references the idea that here are two people and they come into your place of worship and you judge them based upon what you see.  Again, that emphasis of they saw him, they saw him, you know?  And he even ends that statement by saying you’ve become judges with evil thoughts.  When we see a need, we respond.  Plain and simple.  We don’t judge.  We don’t try to fill in the story.  We just simply respond.  And that’s how we become people of compassion.  
Week 9 – Stewardship 

RANDY:  Stewardship is just a huge idea:  I believe everything I am or own belongs to God.  The key verse is Psalm 24:1-2, which just declares the earth is the Lord’s and all who are in it. Absolutely everything and everyone; that passage doesn’t just say everything – he doesn’t just own the cattle on a thousand hills, he owns the hills, he owns the shepherds of the cattle – it’s everything and everyone, the totality of ownership.  And then you go back to the core word.  In Greek, oikonomos. Oikos is house, and nomos is the concept of manager.  It also is real interesting that we get our English word, economy, from this.  So, the notion and the idea of the economy or economics is that it’s a person who is coming up with a plan to manage the resources of another.  I remember when I first captured the idea that I’m not the owner, but I am the manager – it’s a pretty powerful idea.  
A little story I used in my video– which is really cute, which obviously could be illustrated – is the little girl that has the offering plate coming by and she steps in it, and her dad, kind of a little embarrassed, asked what she is doing, and she said, in Sunday school we learned that we’re supposed to give God all of ourselves.  And so she steps into the offering plate.  It’s kind of a cute story.  And then the story that we taught in the video out of the children’s book is the widow’s mite.  I was with a fellow pastor, Barry Cameron, out in Fort Worth, and he did a play on the word “M I T E” and “M I G H T.” There is a power in the concept of this gal giving everything she had; there’s “might” in that.  So, there are just a couple of nuggets, and I’d love to hear some other ideas.  
BURT BROCK:  I will say, about the chapter, I appreciated the understanding that we’re not just talking about money, here.  I mean, when you use the word “stewardship” I think people pretty much draw the conclusion of, oh boy, here we go again, you know?  Another money sermon.  And, so, I plan to take it in the direction that we’re talking about all of our lives, everything that we have. That’s why I really appreciated the breakdown of the chapter in terms of our houses, our bodies, everything comes from God.  I’m going to use the verses in the chapter, but I think my key text is going to actually be from 2 Corinthians, that God is able to make all grace abound to you.  All of these things.  God owns them all, but he allows us to manage them because of his grace.  I’m going back to the idea, because we’ve learned that God, first of all, created everything, so he owns everything.  But God is good.  He’s a good God.  He cares about us.  And through his grace he allows us to have access to these things and use them, and expects us to use them wisely because it all belongs to him.  So, I plan to challenge the people, do you understand how rich you are?  You’re all very blessed, because of this very concept.  So, it’s not just about money.  It’s about understanding how blessed I am in all of my life, and therefore God deserves my best in all of these things.  
RANDY:  And that’s really great!  And I also think in addition to just recognizing that we’re not managing our small estate but that we’ve become managers of God’s massive estate.  That there is also tremendous freedom in now owning.  There’s tremendous freedom in just being freed up from owning, and just sort of managing.  I think most people would really get that.  That there’s really blessing.  It’s not just the giving up of your right to declare you own it, but it’s also the freedom of saying, listen, you know what?  This is just…..this is God’s body.  This is God’s house.  This is God’s whatever.  Whatever he wants to do with it.  You know?  If he wants to multiply it, it’s up to him.  Just that freedom that comes from not feeling like you’re responsible.  If you’ve ever owned a business or you’ve…..or even just being a pastor of a church, you sometimes sense that it’s up to YOU to make it all work.  There’s something freeing to say, no, God’s making it work, and I’m just faithful to use the resources that are in front of me, and I find tremendous freedom in that.  

TIM ROBERTS, Stuart Congregational Church, Stuart, Florida:  One of the things that I’m trying to do as a thread through a lot of these themes, and certainly connecting with stewardship, is using some of the teaching from John Ortberg and Dallas Willard on the soul (Soul Keeping by John Ortberg), and this whole idea of expanding the notion and the connection between the mind and the body and the will, as kind of a central definition of a soul as they define it.  So, with the theme of stewardship, obviously, you know, it expands beyond the material and it’s sort of aligning all of those elements of who we are as persons.

RANDY:  I re-wrote Dallas Willard’s book, The Renovation of the Heart, for students, and that’s when I first got introduced to predominantly Willard’s idea of that, and it is a mind-blowing idea.  It really is.  It actually goes back to trinity, as well, the concept of the social aspect of who we are.  Good stuff!  I can’t wait to read the script on that one, and hear it, ‘cause that’s got some meat to it!  
JOHN COLLINS:  I was really just thinking about the whole widow’s mite thing, there, and the idea of motivation.  You know, what motivates us to give, to have a heart of managing as God would want us to, and I just came over this thought that her motivation was from the perspective of love.  I mean, she wanted to show her love and affection, and it wasn’t given to im-press, but to ex-press.  She didn’t give to impress.  And, a lot of times, I think that’s what our giving is.  We can do it to impress others with what we’re able to give, but hers was all about expressing her love to the Lord.  I know this person who said he used to mow yards and he got paid for it, and he loved making the money.  And then he had to mow his own grass at home, and he didn’t get paid for it, and he hated every minute of it.  But then later in life he went back and his elderly mother needed the grass mowed and he’d just do it out of love.  You’d have no feelings of, you know, not enjoying what you’re doing, you just simply do it because you love that person and want to help.  And, I think that’s what the widow’s mite teaches us. 
RANDY:  Yes.  Absolutely.  And, the only way you can get to that place where you have that second attitude you’re talking about is to really, genuinely believe something that the average person doesn’t believe, and you’re pretty excited about it.  I really like your thoughts on her motivation was not to im-press, but to ex-press.  That’s really good That goes back to identity in Christ, as well, that idea that we don’t wake up every day to prove who we are, but to express who we already know we are, and I think that stewardship is kind of a wonderful link to that.  Again, you can imagine a congregation getting this.  It’s pretty profound if this idea clicks in their head and moves to their heart.
TIM ROLEN:  I’ve been working on not only the widow’s mite, but also the Old Testament of the widow’s meal and Elijah, and the fact that she had to trust what she believed.  She didn’t want to.  It didn’t come naturally.  It didn’t feel right.  But she had to trust that she believed that God was going to honor what she did.  And it’s probably true for both of the widows.  
RANDY:  Oh, yeah!  So widow’s meal and widow’s mite!  And, what I like about that – it’s not giving you the impression that it’s about money, only, and also that you’re taking in both the Old Testament and New Testament cultures, and taking the most vulnerable person versus, this is what John Rockefeller taught us about stewardship. It’s like, well, if I had as much money as John Rockefeller, you know, that kind of thing.  So, I think it comes from that vulnerable position that here are two widows that are teaching us everything we need to know about this powerful concept of stewardship.  That’ll preach!  

TIM ROLEN:  We normally manage our funds to give the last thing that we have and, so, that ties the 2 Corinthians 8:7 where it says you shall excel in the grace of giving.
RANDY:  And that’s going to actually be the core passage on the practice of giving our resources, is that exact passage, and it goes back to the concept of all grace will abound to you that was mentioned earlier, so, obviously this is not a legalistic concept.  Matter of fact, everything in scripture – particularly in the New Testament – points to the fact that he wants you to give from what you have, because he gave it to you, and from a cheerful heart. If you give out of guilt or begrudgingly, he’d just as soon that you just go back into your closet and try to figure out what is going on in your heart that doesn’t capture the grace of God, and why you wouldn’t be motivated to want to live this kind of life.  So, good stuff!!  

SHELLEY:  May I offer a thought that I have on the fact that stewardship is about more than your physical possessions?  One of my favorite sermon series that Rick Warren preached is a two-message series:  The Stewardship of Affluence and The Stewardship of Influence.  And I’m looking at his Stewardship of Influence message and he says “I must exercise influence by smiling at people, by sympathizing with people, by serving people and by speaking up” and the biblical examples that he pulls from are things like Moses who was asked, what is that you have in your hand?  And that was what God used to influence.  The speaking up would be Esther,  and the biblical example of sacrificing is Paul – “My life is poured out as part of the sacrifice and service I offer to God for your faith, and yet I am filled with joy.”  And then he talks about maximizing your influence.  In other words, developing it and cultivating it so that you can expand the influence that you have, and ways to do that.  So, I have this sermon of his.  Would you guys want me to give this to you?  
MULTIPLE VOICES:  Various positive comments of agreement.  Yeah.  That would be awesome!
RANDY:  While you in some ways would want to sort of camp on this one for five weeks, and you could do that, certainly, later, there’s real power in continuing to keep the flow of the conversation with these beliefs going together, so it’s sort of knowing your congregation, picking what stirs you in a key concept, and going forward.  And the beauty is, they’re reading it, they’re in small groups, they’re in Sunday school classes, their children are getting it, and so you don’t have to be the only dose of influence on them as they anchor these ideas into who they are!  
Week 10 – Eternity 

RANDY: Let’s move on to eternity, if you guys are okay with that?  This one is a real critical belief for me in my own personal life.  I think if you read the opening chapter of Think, Act, Be, this concept of eternity and hope and what the Bible actually says is a really, really big deal for me.  I mean, obviously, it’s really challenging to try to figure out what do you say in one message.  At Oak Hills we only get 25 minutes.  Max always goes over in his time [laughter], but I am right on target on mine!  [laughter]  Please take that off the recording!!!   [laughter]  The key idea is I believe that there is a heaven and a hell and that Jesus is returning to judge the earth and establish his eternal kingdom. We tried in that statement to allow for so many various different angles and views about millennialism and all that.  We don’t really dive into that, but just sort of stay above the fray of the detail and allow the individual church to speak conviction into that.  The key verse is John 14:1-2 where Jesus is saying don’t lose heart, I’m coming back.  
Matter of fact, I just finished a four-week series in the summer called “The Afterlife, What’s Next?,” and it was a series about the intermediate state – one on heaven, one on hell, and then two on what happens after Jesus returns in terms of the eternal kingdom.  What happens to the person who did not receive Christ?  And then what happens to the person who did?  It was really just rooted in my own personal story.  It was the theologian Roger Olson who wrote The Mosaic of Christian Belief, which was a critical text for me in really navigating through the whole Believe experience.  In one particular chapter he really challenged church pastors to rise above the confusion that pop culture has given our people about the nature of the after-life and eternity, from It’s a Wonderful Life to the movies and the songs to the jokes on Saint Peter at the Pearly Gates when you die which, you know, doesn’t actually happen.  This is an area where people’s convoluted idea is so far off the mark that very few people are coming and seeing the vision that John saw. And you know, John’s writings concluded the whole scriptures with a plea for Jesus to come, and come quickly, because he saw what the hope was before us, and that most of us are hoping we can extend our life here in a cynical state longer because we don’t have a vision for what Christ is ultimately building in his kingdom.  He challenged the pastors about the fact that at funerals we often times tell the grieving family members what they want to hear, which is a wonderful, merciful thing to do, but he says it leaves people very confused about the intensity and the hope in the after-life.  So here you’ve got the issue of what happens when you die.  
You also have the issue of what happens when Christ returns.  Most of the passages on that are in the New Testament. The Old Testament virtually has very little about the after-life.  Matter of fact, the text that I taught on in the video script, because we needed to balance the Old and New Testament stories, is the one on Elijah and the Chariot of Fire, which is a fascinating story, but it’s one of the few stories or texts in the Old Testament that deals explicitly with the after-life.  So, when  you come to the New Testament, what people don’t know is most of the teachings in the New Testament - save just a couple of passages - really aren’t dealing with what happens to us after we die, it’s dealing with what happens after Christ returns.  And just capturing that vision opens up a whole new window for people to go, man, I really never had this down before.  I’ve got a better idea now.  And, it’s actually more enticing than the idea that I have a distant body spirit floating around the clouds playing a harp and music all day, forever and ever.  There’s way more to it that’s tangible.  I’m a big fan of Randy Alcorn’s book, Heaven.  I think it’s a great resource.  And, good luck on trying to narrow all this down!  [Laughter] 
UNIDENTIFIED:  Be warm and filled!!!  [Laughter] 

RANDY:  I’m just showing my kind of compassion on you! 
TIM ROLEN:  Somebody once posed a question that has stood out for me for a long time on the subject of eternity, which I think is critical, and that is, what do you believe is on the other side of death?  It’s a great way to have a discussion with somebody.  It’s not forcing them to believe anything, but, what do you believe is on the other side of death?  Because, that will significantly impact how you may choose to live this side of it.  But if you ignore it, if you just think, oh, yeah, there’s a heaven.  Well, WHY do you think there’s a heaven?  How does heaven become attainable?  It’s worth the investigation.  All of us know, if we’re born, we’re going to die.  Is there any doubt about that?  When you die, what do you believe is on the other side?  If we ignore the subject, it probably indicates how we live today.  If we feel there’s nothing, then we fulfill, what is it Solomon said?  Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow you die.  There’s nothing.  
BURT BROCK:  I’m not sure who posed the question, where do you want to be, what do you want to be doing at the moment the Lord returns?  If you don’t…..I think that’s…..am I understanding that idea?

TIM ROLEN:  Yes.  Some people don’t have a belief in the Lord, yet, so sometimes just to initiate the conversation…..
BURT BROCK:  The plain motivation, you know.  What do you want to be doing?  Where do you want to be?  What do you want to be involved in at the moment eternity comes down or the Lord returns?

RANDY:  Yeah.  It’s kind of like the phrase, begin with the end in mind.  That whole mind set is that if the scriptures are very clear indicators of where everything ends up, it really ends up how it began, and so now that we have our vision for that, we know that and we believe it, how does it make a difference in how you live today?  I mean, obviously the key thing is the virtue of hope.  I mean, if you want genuine hope.  Not false hope.  In my particular case, I just was sort of mindlessly thinking I’m filled with hope today because I’m married, I’ve got four kids, I’ve got a job, I’m in good health, and so as long as that continues on, I’m a very hopeful guy.  Well, that’s a pretty shaky foundation.  And what God’s wanting to do is offer you a solid foundation whereby you can enter today with a tremendous amount of courage, because he’s gotten that taken care of.  So, that concept to begin with the end in mind is not a bad idea.  
SHELLEY:  Anything else on eternity?  

RANDY:  We could spend an eternity talking about this!  [Laughter]  
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