Believe

Preaching Cohort Conference Call
Launch Week & Weeks 1-3
This call was held on August 5, 2014, the first in a series of monthly calls amongst the 30 Beta Church pastors to share preaching ideas for Believe.  As the first to preach through the 10 beliefs, 10 practices and 10 virtues as a cohesive series, these pastors are coming together as a group to hear from Randy Frazee about his original ideas in assembling the Believe book and the accompanying teaching videos, and to contribute their own thinking on how they would preach these topics. This written transcript has been re-organized to collect portions of the conversation together topically for clarity and easier reference. 

SHELLEY LEITH:  Welcome everybody!  This is Shelley Leith here, and we are kicking off our first Preaching Cohort meeting.  So excited to have Randy here to host this meeting and run the discussion.  We’ve got about 18 pastors on the call today, so thank you so much everyone for being with us.  I want to welcome you all, and also bring you a message from Steve Moore who is the pastor at Ten Mile Christian in Meridian, Idaho. He’s on family vacation this week and it’s just killin’ him to miss this meeting today!  But, he wanted me to let you know that they had their first leaders meeting for small group leaders this past week, and he said that it was “electric” in the room, and that they showed the video from Randy – the personalized video – and it went over just fantastic!  They’re going to show it at all five of their services when they kick off the Believe program in August, and they are so excited about that.  And, Chuck, he’s stealing your tee shirt idea!  At Chuck Booher’s church, Crossroads Christian in Corona, California, they are doing these tee shirts…..what do they say, Chuck?  
CHUCK BOOHER:  “Ask me what I believe.”
SHELLEY LEITH:  “Ask me what I believe.” Steve loved that idea, so he’s stealing it from you and going to be doing those, as well – selling them through the church to wear around the neighborhood as a witnessing tool, so…..anyway, he’s on fire and very sorry to miss today’s meeting.  

TIM ROLEN, New Hope Community Church, Clovis, CA:  We’ve taken the tee shirt idea and we’re two other questions on some shirts, and I’m going to use in a sermon:  “Do you know what you believe?”  And: “Is what you believe worth knowing?”  

RANDY FRAZEE:  That’s great.  That’s GREAT!

SHELLEY LEITH:  Is that like on the front and the back of the same shirt?

TIM ROLEN:  We’re doing them on different shirts.  

RANDY FRAZEE:  You eventually have to change the shirt and wear another one.  You can’t wear one seven days a week.  [Laughter] Well, welcome everybody.  I’m just biting my tongue to keep from jumping in and asking you guys questions.  With The Story we were the first church to innovate and work through it, but with Believe we’re waiting a year and it’s hard for me not to be right in the middle of that with you.  It fires me up to hear the gathering of the small group leaders that’s already happened and the energy that’s in the room. Hopefully our work together is going to be able to take these really powerful life-changing ideas and make them accessible to our churches, and collectively it could just really do something big.  So, it’s more than just a teaching series.  It’s more than even a Bible engagement campaign.  It’s really, hopefully, advancing the kingdom in a very powerful and timely way.  
I wanted to start off and say that our scope today is to talk about four principles as you’re preparing your messages, then we will look at the introductory sermon as well as the first three chapters. Shelley has given you three chapters of the Think, Act, Be Like Jesus trade book that I’ve written. You obviously have the Believe book which contains the collection of scriptures that you can draw from, and then we also sent you the first three video scripts, which are the 10-minute video scripts that I have recorded for the adult small groups – so, that provides you, hopefully, some seed ideas from which to draw and develop your sermon.  
Principles for Preparing Believe Sermons
1. REPEAT THE KEY: The first principle is to Repeat the Key. The main icon of this whole experience is built off of this image of a key.  We have this key question that’s being asked, there is a key idea that the belief hangs on, there’s a key scripture that we are using, and then there are some key applications.  I really want to stress that there is continuity throughout Believe that really draws out the concept of “key”.  I think that in contemporary churches we’re so afraid of repeating the same idea again and again, thinking that we’re sort of going to lose our audience. Let’s not forget, for example, that my granddaughter has watched the movie Frozen maybe a hundred and fifty times [Laughter] - maybe a hundred fifty thousand times!  And one of the reasons she can sing all the songs and knows all the characters and really gets the theology of Frozen is because she has seen it over and over again.  I think Peter is giving us permission to say, hey, we’ve got to go over these things.  I would say that when you look at these key ideas, the notion of encouraging your congregation to memorize these key scriptures, memorize these key ideas, maybe incorporate that practice somehow in your teaching in the service would be real helpful.  I have actually built in a time of rehearsing and practicing memory verses in unison, right into my messages. And I also want to remind you that in order for a community to be a biblical community, a biblical language that we share in common has to emerge.  One of the weaknesses of the contemporary church is that we don’t share a common understanding or idea or language of what this life in Christ, these belief, practices and virtues are all about, and, so, Frances Hesselbein said it takes three years for corporate language to emerge.  So, this is your opportunity to begin anchoring a language that will give your congregation a language to talk about, unified around the concept of their common beliefs, practices and virtues.  

SHELLEY LEITH:  I was really struck when you did the coaching call with the pastors last month, when you described how you’ve done this with your family.  You have encouraged your children to memorize not only the key verses but these key ideas; they can recite all 30 of those key ideas, so you have given them that common language.  I need to plug the Key Verse Cards, because they have the key ideas on the one side, and then the key verse on the other side.  Encourage your people to memorize both!  Memorize both the statement and the verse.  

RANDY FRAZEE [Important Idea]:  If we were to actually have our four adult children on the call, they would say that in terms of basic discipleship our family learning these 30 ideas by memory, by rote, I mean, was crucial. I home-schooled my two younger ones in 5th and 8th grade, and PE and Bible memory were the same thing.  We would go on jogs for about three miles and we would shout out loud these ideas until they literally had them down by rote.  And then, from there, we sat around the dinner table – my daughter talks about this almost weekly, because she now has a child and one on the way – about how we would sit at the table and take something that was in the news or something than happened at school and use it as a case study. Each of our kids had a set of these 30 cards, and they would have them handy and we would have a dialog around the table, can you apply one of these powerful biblical ideas?  So, they would have to announce, I think the Personal God has a lot to say about how this person should think about this problem.  We did that for a very long time in our family, and it took it from rote memory to the ability to use it.  This is an opportunity for you, as a congregation, as a pastor, to introduce something that I think has been powerfully missing within the contemporary church and that is, what are the big ideas and how do we get enough repetition corporately where a language emerges where we can interact?  So, if you look at the video scripts that I did, I used these Keys as continuity in each of the scripts that I think would be helpful in your preaching.  

2. MAKE THEOLOGY ACCESSIBLE: There are these really big theological ideas in Believe. As they are reading the chapter, even though some of it is meant to be read without feeling, as painful as my recollection of seminary was, we designed all of these chapters in a narrative format so that hopefully they’ll pick up the thread and the power of these ideas.  Keep in mind that you’re trying to take these big ideas and make them accessible.  

TIM ROLEN , New Hope Community Church, Clovis, CA:  A book that I have found helpful with small nuggets to pull out of is one written by Charles Colson called The Faith, and he deals with this whole subject of what we believe, why we believe it, and why it matters.  It’s more of a seminary level, the way Chuck writes, with each of these three things he talks about in the first five chapters of that book.  There are some really good nuggets to pull out from.  So, if somebody’s looking for another resource that kind of parallels this series, that is one that does a really nice job and there’s a few nuggets to pull out of it.  

RANDY FRAZEE:  That’s fantastic!  One of the objectives of the Believe experience is to take these big, powerful ideas that have for years only been accessible to the seminary student, and finding a way, with your teaching gift, to make these powerful ideas accessible to your congregation.  I think a missing component in the contemporary church is that we’re really bypassing some of these powerful ideas.  If you go back and read Rodney Stark’s work, he says, don’t do that, because, even as a non-believer, I’ll tell you that it was these amazing beliefs of Christianity that drove the movement of Christianity in the first three centuries.  And so I think, you know, taking a book like Chuck Colson’s book, reading it and saying Dear God, help me to translate this and make it accessible to the largest number of people in my congregation and community.  That’s great!

3. TELL A STORY:  For many of you who went through The Story, you’ll quickly realize that just like The Story, there’s too much material in the chapters of Believe to cover in a single sermon. You’re going to have to find one or no more than two stories that really allow you to illustrate these ideas.  Then, it would be very powerful to make sure you pick a contemporary story that would tie in and drive it home.

4. GIVE AN APPLICATION: What is the “so what” about this?  So there is this one true God, Father, Son, Holy Spirit.  What difference does that make in my life?  I think it would be imperative to give the folks some idea of the bottom line, the “so what.”  If you look at the video scripts, I tried to give some of the ideas that captivated me: if a person actually believed this, how could it really transform them?  

So, as you develop your sermons, and having taught this myself for quite some time, those are the four ideas that I would really recommend as a template that you use in preparing your messages.  

With that said, I am going to take each of message, one at a time, starting with the intro sermon first.  
Week Zero – Launch Sermon

RANDY FRAZEE:  I’ve been teaching this concept for quite some time, now, so I’ve had the opportunity of introducing it in several different ways, and we are specifically going to talk about three options for this message, all of which I think are equally valid. Last time we were together for the pastor’s coaching call, I talked about two of these approaches, so you may have already started working on some of this. I think it’s important for you to go with what motivates your church and really dials into your teaching style and passion the most.  
Exegetical Option

The first intro message that I’ve done on this is actually more exegetical, if you like that style and your church would really appreciate it. I did not cover this approach last time we talked.  I think that the number one text that I would probably use is 2 Peter 1.  Dallas Willard, who was one of my mentors, said that 2 Peter 1 is probably the single greatest chapter on the process of spiritual formation.  You have the manuscript in front of you. I did this message here at Oak Hills, and from an exegetical perspective I broke it down into four sections for the outline.  
I. The Means (2 Peter 1:1-4)

This is where Peter talks about tapping into the power of the divine presence. The idea is that the Christian life in Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit, is actually possible and measurable.  And so this notion that the Christian life is always elusive and we will never make any progress is a bunch of bunk!  This sets the whole series off with the idea that we’re going to learn this stuff, and it can actually be implemented in our life because of the presence of God in us.  
II. The Goal (2 Peter 1: 5-11)

The goal is critical, as Peter talks about it, which is to move from “think” to “be.”  He talks about having this knowledge, with that knowledge converting into these list of virtues, and I think that’s really the broad idea of the “Think, Act, Be” belief-practice-virtue trilogy. It begins with an understanding and knowledge but ultimately, as it moves to the heart, it begins to change the very behaviors. In that passage Peter says if you want to live a productive life, with the divine nature within you, you need to move first with knowledge of it, and then it needs to move into who you are becoming.  And that’s really the dynamic.  
III. The Method (2 Peter 1:12-15)

This is the movement where we get into the concept of practice and biblical Bible engagement. This is one of my favorite passages on the role of the pastor. Peter is saying, listen, I’m going to go over the same thing with you that I’ve already gone over before, but this repetition is absolutely necessary because, even though Peter probably doesn’t have a degree in Christian education from a reputable seminary, he understood that people need to have ideas repeated to them over and over again in order for it to move from short term to long term memory.  And, one of the designs of the Believe series it to anchor each of these chapters with a key idea. The notion of the idea that the folks would not only listen to the message, but be a part of a small group, or children’s ministry, or time around the family table – that people will take the opportunity to memorize the key scripture, to memorize the key idea, is really going to do something dynamic for them that hasn’t maybe been done for them.  Peter said, I need to go over this because there’s going to be a day when I’m not with you, and I want to make sure, as a good pastor, that you have this down and can be independent of me, and that you know this stuff and can live it.  I think that’s one of the challenges that you can offer up to your congregation – listen, a good pastor is one who wants to teach these amazing ideas in such a way, over and over again, that on the day that I’m no longer here you can walk with Christ in a very productive and powerful way.  
IV. The Source (2 Peter 1:16-21)

It’s really fascinating, because Peter talks about the two Words.  He, first of all, talks about his encounter with Jesus, you know, John 1:1, “The word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  And then he talks about the scriptures themselves. You can finish up this message by saying, we’re going to take a journey through these beliefs and our source is going to be Jesus, The Word, and our source is going to be the very scriptures of the Holy Spirit spoke through us.
Personal Option
This is the message that makes up the first chapter of the Think, Act, Be trade book.  It’s called “The Confession of Unbelief.”  And, if your church would respond more to this, what I’m doing is telling my personal story and encounter with a crisis in my life where I had lost hope, and how the journey of anchoring myself in the belief of eternity and engaging in spiritual practices like Bible engagement, really working together, really made a major difference in my life.  The hope that we have as people journey through this experience is that you’re the first among many who are saying, hey, listen, I have this authentic journey with Christ and I’m going to tell you how it’s worked out for me, and how beliefs, practices and virtues were working to bring about change in my life; our goal here is not only for you to learn this stuff in your head, but for you to experience this transformation, as well.  

Historical Option

The last idea is more of a corporate call, and I’ve given a talk related to this coming out of Rodney Stark’s book, which I mentioned to you last time, called The Rise of Christianity. Here’s an unbelieving, renowned sociologist who was mesmerized with the rise of Christianity, beginning with what he called the marginalized Jesus movement, and by AD 350, Christianity as this co-religion had reached 56.5% of the Western population. So he applied social axioms to try to figure out how this took place, and this little book called The Rise of Christianity really summarizes his experience.  The three responses of the church that really captured me were the church’s response to the devaluing of women, the second one was the church’s response to two world wide epidemics, and the third one was the church’s response to the concept of belonging.  Rodney Stark talks about these powerful things which resulted in the church taking on millions of new members, and he’s saying that these responses throughout history, the way the church engaged culture, were what was causing this explosive growth. He comes to the end of the book, chapter ten, and he says, again, not a believer, I have to tell you what I believe is the ultimate factor in the rise of Christianity.  Then he basically says these people actually believed these ideas in such a way that the ideas took on flesh and changed the world.  At the end of the day, this great movement of the church took place because they were introduced to these powerful ideas of God and the personalism of God, and salvation by grace, and they took hold and took root in their lives and it governed the way that they lived, the way they behaved, who they became, and as a result of that, it really changed history.  I think the idea here is an opportunity to say, we’re going to go through the same experience.  For some of you, you’re going to be getting access to these powerful ideas in a concentrated way, as a community.  What if we were to believe these ideas as severely as the first church did?  Could we see happen again what once happened in the early church?  
TODD SALZWEDEL, St Stephens Presbyterian Church, Albuquerque, NM:  I wanna do all three!!!  [Laughter]  I like the exegetical one a whole lot.  We did The Story back in 2009, and there are a number of people that were so deeply impacted by that we’re thinking about not only using two or three weeks prior to that re-telling The Story, but also using some personal testimonies about taking that next step, like your “confession of unbelief.” We’re also coordinating this with our 40th anniversary, kicking off to say, what does God have in store for us for the next 40?  
GREG TAYLOR, Garnett Church of Christ, Tulsa, OK:  I think the idea of Watchman Nee’s Sit, Walk, Stand fits really well with the idea of beliefs, practices and virtues.   I’m going to use the whole armor of God in Ephesians to help give a visual of sitting in those beliefs, walking in discipleship and standing in those virtues.  
TIM ROLEN from New Hope Church, Clovis, CA:  I had a chance to read your exegetical sermon on 2 Peter 1, Randy.  I like your idea of repetition, repetition, repetition.  Somebody once said we only remember 10% of what we hear, so we have to repeat the good stuff ten times! The scripture verse that jumped out at me was in 1 Corinthians 15, where he said, I die daily.  To release that power which is in me, which is the power of Christ, there must be the death to self so that Christ is the one who functions in me.  And it was Major Ian Thomas, who is very similar to Watchman Nee in some ways, which influenced my life significantly both personally, as well as in his writings, with The Saving Life of Christ.  It really captures that repetition that though I’m saved once by grace, every day I must die so that grace is released in me.  
RANDY FRAZEE:  I love that!  What you’re bringing out is real important.  This is your opportunity as a local pastor to sort of just bleed all over the congregation your passion for them and the journey you’ve been on, so, one takes the influence of Watchman Nee and the other takes a different direction that comes out of sort of the visceral place where you’ve been at. What Zondervan always tells me is, you can’t write to what people need, you’ve got to write passionately what comes out of you, and I think that same thing is true with preaching. If you can come at this from an angle where you have this amazing opportunity to take your whole church through this experience, and it’s coming out of this personal place where you’re at, that makes an enormous amount of sense.  
Week 1 – God
RANDY FRAZEE:  How do you give a message on God?  It’s sort of a big idea.  My recommendation in terms of making theology accessible, the three ideas that I really honed in on, that I think theologically are really the big nuggets here, are the existence of God, the oneness of God, and the threeness of God.  Now, as you read the video scripts, the stories that I chose to teach are also the ones that are taught within the children’s curriculum. So, for the video lesson on God, I chose the story that’s in the children’s curriculum which is the baptism of Jesus, which really references the concept of the Trinity.  
[Important Idea]  I wanted to make sure that my adult curriculum for small groups would be really highlighting the main story that’s being highlighted in the children’s curriculum.  That way, you can take a different tack or cover a different story in your sermon, knowing that the small group curriculum is covering the same story as the children.   What this means is that if you are using the small group curriculum in small groups, you should let families know that the small group material is always going to cover the same story in the chapter that their children are getting both in your children’s ministry and in their personal readings.  This way we’re equipping parents, particularly who feel uncomfortable with helping their children biblically, giving them just-in-time exposure to the same ideas.  In your sermon, then, this gives you the opportunity of tackling the chapter using a different story.  
For the sermon on God, I came upon a really powerful idea years ago…very few people in the Old Testament gave any evidence they didn’t believe in God.  The question was not, is there a God in the Old Testament, but who is the most powerful God?  I love the story out of Joshua 24 where Joshua says, hey, listen!  I’m getting ready to leave.  If the God that you have been following through my leadership and Moses’ leadership isn’t working for you, then go ahead and feel comfortable going back to Khamosh, which was the god of Abraham’s family, but make a choice.  And I also love the Elijah story because the issue of who was determined to be the one true God was the one who showed up with mighty power.  That’s an interesting observation.  But, because the concept of the Trinity is a powerful concept, I think that you’re going to probably need to address that, and certainly the baptism of Jesus is a powerful way to do that, but there are others, as well.  
SHELLEY LEITH:  This thing doesn’t start off very easy – the Trinity on Week One!  
RANDY FRAZEE:  Yeah.  I have to tell ya, that is really challenging.  You know, maybe you try to let the small group curriculum that I’ve done give people a taste of the Trinity. You may find the Trinity may not be where you need to go in your sermon. I found, even as I was doing the video scripts, oh, my gosh!  I can’t wait to get past Chapter One!  Give me something like JOY down the road, or something like that.  
CHUCK HILDBOLD, Jennerstown United Methodist Church, Jennerstown, PA:  Randy, yesterday I was working on the message for the first one and was really led to the First Commandment, you should have no other gods before Me.  Interesting that you said not, is there a God, but who is the one, true God?  Because, there are other gods that we worship.  I’m not quite sure how I’m going to tie in the Trinity with all that, but I agree with you, there really was a belief from so many people that there was a God.  The second thing I wanted to say, was, when you talked about repetition a few moments ago, Fred Craddick would call that the nod of recognition, when you’re telling the same story over and over again, people just sit in the congregation and nod, because, oh, yeah, I know that.  I know that.  And there’s nothing wrong with hearing it again and again and again, whether it’s Frozen or scripture.  So, hopefully scripture is not Frozen!  
RANDY FRAZEE:  I love that!  I love the First Commandment idea.  I think that’s fantastic.  You know, in the video scripts I think I mentioned this, if not in the chapter…God did not ever dismiss the notion that there were other gods.  You know?  Demigods, or whatever.  Our job is not to deny that other spiritual powers exist. For humans, anything that’s more powerful than us is a potential god.  What you’re looking for is who’s the one that drives it all?  I think the key in teaching theology is making sure that you select a story that you feel really good with, that really gets the key ideas out.  The beauty is they’re showing up hopefully having read the chapter, which averages 10 pages. The difference for the learner when they are reading the material prior to showing up to hear your message, they’re just so much more loaded with passion and understanding!  You know, sometimes we’re ten minutes into a sermon before they really figure out what we’re talking about.  I think by reading the chapter they’re going to be so much better prepared as a learner and I think that’s one of the powers of this experience.  

UNKNOWN:  Will the folks be expecting the messages that are on Sunday mornings to be pertaining to basically the things that they have read in the Believe book?

RANDY FRAZEE:  [Important Idea] I think there is that expectation, and I would encourage you to invite them to bring their Believe book with them to church, and to see that Believe book they’re using get worn in with tattered pages, like an old shoe - I think in Texas we would call it a good pair of Texas boots…..there’s nothing like it when it’s worn in. It would be ideal to invite them during your sermon to turn to that page in the Believe book to reference the main story or stories that you pick. That will make them feel as though they’re getting more out of the experience as opposed to leaving the Believe book at home.  Churches that I go to to speak on The Story, when the congregation has been really encouraged to bring the book, I feel a sense of heightened appreciation from the church versus the ones where it was a real optional kind of experience and it felt more like a sermon series versus a real full-on Bible engagement experience.  So, I would say, hey, listen, you know, we got this chapter and read some great stories, and the one I’d like to really zero in on is on page 292.  Take a look at that, and write some notes off to the side.  

MARK WHITLOCK, Christ Our Redeemer AME Church, Irvine, CA:  Are you suggesting that we bring the book to church on Sunday, or are you referring to bringing the book to Bible study?  

RANDY FRAZEE:  I would recommend encouraging the people to bring the book with them to church on Sunday.  What it does is it makes that book and the sense of accountability and community really go up.  Children should bring their book with them to children’s groups, and just carry it with them the whole way.  What will really encourage them to do that is if you regularly refer to the book when you’re preaching.  I mean, you’re not trying to suggest that they shouldn’t use their Bible.  Bring both, for that matter.  But, you will heighten their satisfaction, as well as their sense of staying with this for 30 weeks, if that book becomes something more than just a book they have on their reading chair on at the office, if it’s something that they intentionally bring with them, and you refer to it.  It’s really a way to enhance this sense of the corporate experience. What Max and I did with with The Story is, we would say, hey, raise your Story book if you brought it today, and seeing that sea of books created this excitement and energy that we were all in the same family, all on the same page.  So, I don’t think it makes the experience a bad experience if they don’t, but I think, overall, it will give them a sense that this experience and this book I received is something our pastor really, really, really wants me to wear in over these 30 weeks.  

MARK WHITLOCK:  You know, and I’m not pushing back, as much as I am asking advice.  We had a great celebration in our small church in Irvine with The Story and it multiplied our Bible study, and it was wonderful.  Those who are, as we say, Old School, they kept asking the question  - is this replacing the Bible, cause it’s not the Bible, it’s a story – you know, those questions.  My concern is, how do we counter that person saying, well, this isn’t the Bible.  So, how do we counter that?  How did you counter that with The Story, and how do you suggest we counter that with the book, Believe?
RANDY FRAZEE:  We have a core group of people in our congregation here that are very biblically literate and really have a sense of reverence for scripture who had the same concerns.  We basically said to them, the vast majority of people, besides you, don’t know jack diddly, NOTHING about the Bible, and what we’re trying to do is not replace the Bible, but rather create an experience that’s a gateway TO the Bible.  If people could actually see the story without all of the chapters and verses and the overlap, they’re going to feel more confident when we finish the experience to actually open up their Bible and really attack it.  And, so, that really worked well for us.  So, I would just say, hey, listen, as your pastor, you know I am all about the purity of the scriptures.  At this church you bring your Bible with you every single weekend, but over this next 30 weeks, in addition to your Bible, I want you to bring this Believe book, and I want you to mark it up for me. This experience is not just about you, it’s about us as a community diving in together and, so, instead of not bringing the Bible, let’s double up and do more and bring the Believe book too.  

During the Preaching Cohort call for Chapters 4-7, pastors shared their experiences of preaching the first few chapters of Believe. The following comment is from the next phone call which took place a month later.

JOHN COLLINS, First Church of Christ, Altoona, Pennsylvania: We did Week One this past Sunday.  It was pretty much incredible.  The excitement of the start was just great.  We just keep running out of everything that we produce or give them!  We keep ordering more books and other things, and it’s just really, really exciting.  My inbox and Facebook page has just been really inundated with great comments from Sunday about how people were encouraged by the whole experience.

I spent some time at the beginning of the message asking, when you talk about God was it with a question mark, or with an exclamation point, or a period?  For many people, it’s a question mark because they question God’s existence. For others, they are kind of legalistic, dogmatic - they put God in your face with a big exclamation point. But I just tried to use the Word to teach them to make God’s existence and the reality of God a settled issue, a declaration that simply uses a period.  It went really well.

Week 2 – Personal God
RANDY FRAZEE:  In Chapter 2 the key idea is I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily life.  In terms of making theology accessible, one of the things the congregation needs to understand is the personalism of God. God not only knowing us, but wanting us to know Him, is one of the most unique components of Christian theology.  In Islam, Allah can know you, but you cannot know Allah.  You cannot pray to Allah.  These are chants.  You don’t pray directly to Allah.  But, in Christianity God not only knows us, but God desperately wants us to know him. If you really get to the place where you understand how personal God is in your life, it will change the outcome of everything.  
Now, there are three theological ideas that you’ll get when you study the personalism of God.

1. Transcendence: He is above us. The reason it is good to get to know a transcendent God is because His power, His knowledge, His ability is so far beyond us that, in getting to know Him, He can actually help us navigate our way through life.  
2. Imminence: The nearness of God. While He is transcendent, He is also near to you.  
3. Providence: God has a plan for your life.  God has a pathway for you and for the followers in your church to really capture those three ideas.  
In the children’s book I spoke to Psalm 23, and had a really cool illustration there that my daughter gave me. I’m a runner, with the RunKeeper app.  That just fascinated me.  I never could understand how God could even have the capacity to care about the details of my life, until I got this RunKeeper app.  And, so, if you’ve not read that, you might want to read it, and it’s amazing what human ingenuity has done to be able to track the absolute details of where I run, what beach I’m running on, what hill I’m running on, what my elevation was, and it not only does it for me, in real time, but it does it for 10-million other people simultaneously.  It used to be a buck ninety-nine.  Now it’s actually free.  So, my thought is, if we can create that, what could a transcendent God do?  In other words, he has the capacity.  So, once you see that God has the capacity, you’re still left with the idea, but, why would He even care about the mundaneness of my life?  And I think that’s really the powerful discovery for people that He loves you, He wants to get to know you, and you’re going to have to get used to that if the Christian life is going to work for you.  Those are the three big ideas coming out of Chapter 2.  
TODD SALZWEDEL, St Stephens United Methodist Church, Albuquerque, NM:  You know, Randy, I did something similar to this a few weeks ago.  We have a number of people that work in the labs, Department of Defense and all that, and people were making comments about spy technology and all that kind of stuff.  I used that same sort of analogy as the run app.  It scared people so much that they could be tracked in such ways, right?  And they knew people here who designed that stuff.  But I turned back and I said, so, is that what prohibits us from giving our life fully to God, then?  Because we know the God who cares about us and, I mean, that’s the big difference.  God cares, in a deeply emotional way.  You could see this light bulb go off in people’s minds, like, WOW!  You know, we can do this.  And yet, God’s been doing this all along.  But the difference is, He cares.
RANDY FRAZEE:  Absolutely!  I mean, the beauty of teaching this theological concept today versus any other time in human history is that we have mental models that enable a person to say if human ingenuity could track every single motion of my life and with 10 million others, it’s not a very big stretch to think that God could do that with 7 billion.  Now, the question is, is He good?  And does he care?  

I find when I teach on this idea, I point out that one of the reasons you don’t have joy in your life – and we’re going to talk about that later on in this experience – is that you don’t actually believe this in your heart.  At some point you’ve heard all these messages that God loves you, that he’s good, that he’s near you, but you’ve never really owned it, and because you don’t own it, you still struggle with a lack of joy in your life.  And one of the primary indicators that a person gets how much God loves them and how near He is to them as this big magnanimous God, is that you have joy in your life, because you have this sense that, man, He’s working out His plan for me.  He is near me right now.  I have nothing to worry about.  And that’s the Psalm 23, you know, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil for your rod and staff are with me.  So, I think you’re onto something with that one.  

During the Preaching Cohort call for Chapters 4-7, pastors shared their experiences of preaching the first few chapters of Believe. The following comment is from the next phone call which took place a month later.

CHUCK HILDBOLD, Jennerstown United Methodist Church, Jennerstown, Pennsylvania:  We are in Week Two, and I had people who had actually read ahead, which I thought that was kind of interesting. Interestingly enough, they had not heard of some of the words that you had used, Randy, like eminence and transcendence.  They weren’t familiar with those words.  So, I basically used those points for the message this last week, that explained it a little bit, and it went really interesting, because I used part of the verse Jeremiah 29:11, which is a very important verse in our family. When we found out we were having our youngest son, we were told that he had cysts on his brain, and we probably should abort him, is what we were told by the doctors.  It turns out, each one of us has cysts on their brain when we’re developing, but our technology is so good today that they never caught that when we were younger.  Now, our son is just a normal 15-year-old kid who we love, and he drives us crazy!  So, Jeremiah 29:11 is very important to us, and so we were able to tie that into God’s providence and how he is a very personal God who loves us.  So, that was a good week!

RANDY:  That’s brilliant.  And, the infusion of the personal story really brings heart to the situation. Obviously we can’t use each other’s stories, but find a situation in your life where you discovered God to be personal. Personal God, by the way, is one of the most unique principles in Christianity: God not only knows us, but we can know him.  So, that’s wonderful, wonderful, heart-touching. As you’re delivering the word, you’re delivering the theology, you’re delivering the scriptures, but, you know, always trying to pull the heart back into the situation, which I think is fantastic.  

Week 3 – Salvation
RANDY FRAZEE:  Chapter 3 is the one that is the most unique of the belief sections because of the various perspectives that each of us has on the actual transaction, if you will, itself.  So, if you look at my video script, this is the power of the Believe experience is that we created a chapter that just lets the salvation narratives just sit on the page, both the Old and New Testament, without interpreting very much of it at all.  The idea is that you, at your local church, have a particular perspective on this that may be different than another person in terms of how this all works itself out, and so the beauty of this experience is that it’s in the local church where you are the final voice on your perspectives on this.  When I wrote this chapter I told about my own personal experience, which I think is very, very powerful, but if you look at the video script I was very careful to say the particular church that I was invited to as a teenager, this was their perspective on the process of salvation, so I tried to stay away from any type of small group experience that would create problems for you.  I came to Christ through a neighbor two doors down from a Baptist church, and so they have their perspective on how all that comes down.  Some of you have a different perspective.  I’m at a church now that, for a large part of its 57-year history, was Church of Christ, and they are a LONG way off from the Independent Baptist Church where I became a Christian.  And then between all that I was at a Bible Church, and at Willow Creek Community Church, so I have experienced four different theological perspectives.  So, in this chapter you have really the greatest opportunity to get really tangible and specific with people.  
One of the things I think fascinates people is the concept of salvation in the Old Testament.  I think that because we’re going to include scriptures about salvation from the Old Testament, you might want to give your congregation perspective on how a person was saved or how did they come into a relationship with Christ in the Old Testament.  So, in my video script I just simply focused on something I think is pretty non-debatable, no matter what your Christian denomination is, that salvation is found in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  The children’s lesson is going to be focused on the crucifixion.  To prepare for this video script I relied on the help of a guy named Roger Olson and a book called Mosaic of Christian Belief.  He took all of the major denominations, including the Catholic faith, and he laid out step-by-step the process of salvation according to each one.  Different denominations have infant baptism, other denominations don’t, you know, all of that, and he laid them side-by-side, and he looked for the common thread amongst all of them.  At the end of the day there was this faith decision, this heart-based decision that a person declared about their belief in this person named Jesus who solely was responsible for the efficacy or the power of our salvation.  So, in this chapter I tried to make sure that I stayed at the 30-thousand foot level, so that you as the local pastor could come in and add some specifics about your deep convictions regarding this topic.  
SHELLEY LEITH:  If you could just funnel any of that to me, as you develop it.  You think, well, I really knocked this one out of the park - I think other people would benefit from my work here.  Please share that with me!  I would love to make your work available to the group.  
RANDY FRAZEE:  I’m going to be preaching this with Max Lucado, and so he’ll have a fresh look at it, but I’ve spent hours developing these video scripts, but I can’t do the same message that I did for the video scripts, so I’ve got to create a fresh manuscript, so I’m taking notes.  And I’m telling you guys, I mean, just the ideas that I’ve heard from you today…..if your sermons are just outlines or if they’re full manuscripts, boy, submitting those not only for each other in the beta experience, but submitting them for churches that can go on-line and go, okay, here’s a guy who’s a part of my denomination and he’s already done this.  Or, here’s a guy…..I can shop outside of this and get some ideas.  I’m telling you, it is massively helpful to every single one of us.  Yeah.  I think it’s just a great opportunity for you to really bless a bunch of pastors in the future.  

I think one of the reasons you were drawn to both The Story and to Believe is that you have a real passion for the Bible, Bible engagement, and even theology.  And, as you probably know, there’s a lot of newer, younger pastors that are really super hip, but when you peel back the layers of the onion there’s not necessarily a lot of robust theological training, and I think that they’re going to be a little nervous about all this, and I think the more you can provide for them will give them the confidence to sort of suit up with some really powerful meat that the congregation can feast on.  

SHELLEY LEITH:  Thank you, Randy.  This has been fabulous.  Why don’t you wrap us up, Randy, and close us in prayer?

RANDY FRAZEE:  Father, I just thank you so much.  I have so much excitement about being on the phone today with my fellow pastors, and I am so excited for them.  I am having a hard time not wanting to jump in with them this fall.  They are true pioneers.  You have gifted them.  And I am just asking for you to bless them, to give them amazing insights, that they would move their congregation deeper in a relationship with you, that it would literally change who they are becoming in Christ, and that it would ripple through the entire community where they are serving, so that not only their church grows, but your kingdom becomes so much bigger.  And I also thank you, Father, for them, and the impact they’re going to have on the thousands of churches who go through this experience, including Oak Hills, and I ask that you would just give them the confidence that you have gifted them for this task, and that for them to post their ideas to serve their fellow pastors is something that would be a great ministry service to us.  So, Father, I thank you for these guys, and I thank you for their service to the kingdom, and we look forward – so forward – to our next time together.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.  
MULTIPLE VOICES:  Amen.  

SHELLEY LEITH:  Thanks, everybody.  Make it a great day!

MULTIPLE VOICES:  Thanks!  Thank you.  You, too!!
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